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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original building and its addition are located on a sloping lot at the
corner of North Colony Street and Brooks Street. The principal facade is
located on a main street at the edge of a commercial district and directly
opposite a large Boys Club. The remainder of the building borders a

- neighborhood which is in need of upgrading and rehabilitation.

The building site itself is totally occupied by the Post Office and its
parking area.

The Post Office Building consists of a rusticated limestone facade detailed
with limestone classical ornamentation.

The building sits on a granite block foundation and has a steel frame
superstructure. The main facade is divided into three bays, the center one
of which projects forward. The central entrance bay is framed by rusticated
limestone piers which define a recessed portico which contains 2-two story
composite orders, fluted column shafts, a main entrance door framed with a
projecting transom & cornice with a highly articulated center crest flanked
by festoons and a 2nd story window with a Gibbs Surround motif. The
remainder of the entry facade is heavily rusticated limestone with quoins at
each corner. The windows have a modified Gibbs Surround with Jack arch
lintels with voussoirs and a keystone. The windows are wood, double hung,
divided into two sections vertically. The entry bay piers still support the
original lanterns.

The building is capped by a denticulated cornice on top of which sits a
solid raised parapet wall which is articulated to give the appearance of an
open ballustrade. The side facades of the building are divided into five
bays and contain a similar aesthetic expression as the flanking wings of the
entry facade.

All of the exterior materials (limestone, granite, doors and windows) appear
to be in good condition. The exterior and its 1932 addition appear to be
unaltered with the exception of a main revolving door into the lobby which
was removed and replaced by a standard door.

The original finishes in the lobby and public areas include white terrazzo
floors with red marble borders and white marble bases. The lobby is
highlighted with heavily molded oak woodwork and plaster ceilings. Although
the lobby is in good condition, it has undergone some renovation in terms of
lighting and electrical wiring, and a fairly recent mural depicts several
historic sites in Meriden and commemorates the City's Tricentennial. The
second floor, which originally housed various governmental agencies, is
presently unoccupied and appears to be in fair condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original post office was built by Congressional authorization under the
provisions of the Tarsney Act (1893 to 1912) by James Knox Taylor,
Supervising Architect, U.S. Treasury Department. The building was designed
in 1907 and built in 1909 as only one of twelve post offices built that year
by the U.S. Government. The post office is a striking example of Beaux Arts
Classical Architecture, built of modern steel frame construction, and faced
with a dressed limestone exterior embellished with classical ornament
especially at the entrance. The building is probably the foremost example
of classical eclecticism in the region, as well as being one of the most
outstanding examples of architecture in Meriden.

During the period this buidling was built, each building was individually
designed and built of fine materials and detailing to portray an image of
monumentality and the solidity of the U.S. Government to the local
community.

The building addition of 1932, by James A. Wetmore, Acting Supervising
Architect of the U.S. Treasury is archtiecturally compatible to the original
building and contributes to the building's value to the community. The
addition was constructed under the Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926
(Keyes-Elliot Act) to stimulate local building construction during the
depression era.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The site has 180 feet of frontage on North Colony Street and 166.75 feet of

frontage on Brooks Street.
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