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1. Name of Property 
historic name American Leoion Hall 
other names/site number Resource /IWH2016 

2. Location 
street & number Race Street 
city, town Searcy 
state Arkansas code AR county 

3. Claaaltlcatlon 
Ownership of Property 
Uprlvate 
1KJ public-local 
0 public-State 
0 public-Federal 

Category of Property 
IX] bulldlng(s) 
0dlstrlct 
Oslte 
0 structure 
O object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources 

i.f sY:t~'i~ea;;~ 1sie~crlc~Altlcatlon 

White 

0 not for publication 
Ovlclnlty 

code 145 zip codt 

Number of Reaourc11 within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 

1 

_ __ sltll 
___ structur11 

-~-objecta 
_ ...;0:...-Total 

N/A 
N/A 
72143 

Number of contributing r11ources previously 
listed In the National Register N/A 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
EJ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In m 'nion, th property liJ me s not meet t National Register criteria. D See continuation s~~· 

S"-1_~- 9~ 
Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation ahett. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hJI'8by, certify that this property Is: 

~entered In the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D deterfTIIned not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
0 other, (explain:) --------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Social/ Meeting Hall 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER: WPA Architecture 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from i.nstructions) 

Social/ Civic 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation __ __~..c.!.!o.un.~.;c..L.r..t:e:..~.t..~:e:...._ _________ _ 
walls ____ _.w.sa.a.un.~.~d...,s..L.t..l.lownU;;e:...._ ________ _ 

roof ____ ~a~s~p~h~a~lLtL-__________ _ 
other ____ __!c....:o~.~.nu.:c~...r.~.....~:.e.~-t.s::e __________ _ 

liJ See continuation sheet 
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Description 

Built in 1939 with funds from federal relief programs, the American Legion Community Hall 
#106 has a design, plan and construction method that is characteristic of other government-funded 
public buildings from the 1930's. The structure, which is now used as office space, is located on the 
courthouse square on Searcy's main thoroughfare. It is still in good condition and has undergone very 
little alteration since its construction fifty years ago. 

The building is one story with an irregular floorplan, which includes an original projection on 
the rear (north) elevation. Its native stone construction, multi-paned windows and one-bay, central front 
porch with a flat, parapeted roof are all features that are distinctive to the Works Progress 
Administration, National Youth Administration and/or Civilian Conservation Corps structures built 
throughout the state during the Depression years. 

The front (south) elevation of the building has a flat roof with a parapet, the rear (north) 
elevation is covered with a composition shingle gable roof, and the rear projection has a shed roof. 
Two native stone chimneys stand opposite each other on the east and west elevations. The original 
fenestration consists of nine-over-nine and six-over-six double-hung windows along all elevations. At 
the front entrance, a one-bay porch has a rounded-arch entry topped with a cast concrete nameplate, 
and a pair of multi-paned french doors allows access to the interior. The foundation is constructed of 
cast concrete. 

Native stone is also used in the two fireplaces on either end of the main room in the building's 
interior. Their rounded-arch openings are topped with narrow cut stone shelves serving as mantels. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide ~locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B IKJ C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A D 8 DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 
1939 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Significant Dates 

1939 

Significant Person 
N/A Works Progress Administration 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[X] See continuation sheet 



9. MaJor Bibliographical Reterencea 

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

haa been requeated 
0 prevloualy llated In the National Reglater 
D prevloualy determined eligible by the National Reg later 
D dealgnated a National Hlatorlc Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNeY*------------------------------
0 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record *·-------------------------

1 o. Oeoaraphlcal Data 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State historic preaeNatlon office 
0 Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
Dother 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property -------------------------------------------------------------

UTM References 
Al_U I I I I 

Zone Easting 

cLU I I 1 I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title .Jil 1 Bayles. Historian 

sLU 1. 1 1 I 
Zone Eastlng 

ol_U I I 1 I 

fXJ See continuation sheet 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I 

[XI See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

organization Arkansas Hj;storjc Preseryation Pro~raxn date ----------------------------
strut & number 22 5 E Markham I Suj te 300 telephone 5 OJ -3 71 -27 6 1 
city or town J.i ttl e Bock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

* U.S,GPO: 1988·0·223·918 
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Significance 

Architecturally, the American Legion Building is significant because its design and construction 
method are reflective of the style consistently used by the period's government-funded programs - a 
style that influenced the appearance of other properties throughout the county's communities. As 
discussed in the associated property type for Depression Era Religious and Institutional Buildings, 
stylistic elements such as the rounded-arch entry porch with parapet roof, multi-paned windows and 
the use of native stone are characteristic of WP A, CCC, and NY A schools, community centers and 
other public buildings; yet this is the only surviving structure in White County that was built for the 
American Legion. Therefore, this building is locally significant under National Register Criterion C. 
Its period of significance is limited to one year due to its 1939 date of construction. 

Historically, the building is also locally significant under Criterion A because of its associations 
with the county's federal relief programs and with the American Legion organization. The federal relief 
programs were a vital part of almost every community in the country throughout the Depression years, 
and Searcy's program was no exception. As discussed in Historic Context 3: Boom and Bust: The 
War and Depression Era, these programs put thousands of the unemployed to work while also making 
physical improvements to a community's landscape. 

Searcy's American Legion, known as the Armstrong-Caldwell Post No. 106, was organized in 
January, 1920, one year after the national organization was formed in Paris, France. Thirty World War 
I veterans met for several years at the courthouse until their growing membership necessitated the 
construction of this Legion hut on the north side of the courthouse square. Few people in Searcy knew 
what the Legion stood for when it was first formed, so a publicity committee was appointed to give 
talks at schools and public gatherings and to write articles for the local newspapers. Throughout the 
years, this chapter played an active role in community affairs; for example, it sponsored local prize 
fights, the county's first annual Strawberry Festival, and a "Free Feed" celebration in the midst of the 
Depression. 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/614810/3901410 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Lot 18, Ten Acre Donation to the Town of Searcy. 

Boundary Justification: 

OMI ApprtwrJ No. 702+«118 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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91001176 Bloom House 
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91001349 Childers Farmstead <". : •· ~tooti:V# R8lle'l 
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91001282 ¥" Cooley, Sam, ~a-~n._ .... ~~o~J~'fl~~J.~ Review "1 

91001229 v coward House J.ub~tlj.~.;tl~t:t1. J!~a.t~>< .... 

OMI A/llltOWI No. 102+4011 

Jl.lJG I 1991 

Date Listed 

91001320 >"' Cremane House futb~anl''fye ttr.!'4J 
9100133 3 / Critz, Col. John, Farm, -springhouse IUt"N~itn'th" ·ft•~fil --..:..P.'-+...z..,:.::_ 
91001259 / c~oss House J.~~a~'~iX1vD if~·li(::r·-., 
91001225 .... Cumberland Presbyterian C~rch $.llbai:'ll.t.tt1 --~:. ·tfi .. ,.. 
91001179 ....- Cypert, Jesse N., Law Off1.ce Subatootive Wevl.ei £dt 
91001196 Doniphan Lumber . Mill Historic District -Sub;f~tTve-l'ev'!e .. W'-_....t_....!.....:=---..!....1..-
91001264 "" Doss House ,,.'-'*fivil!lv-a·L~ 
91001302 Doyle, David, House No. 2 -. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 91001186 Date Listed: 9/13/91 

American Legion Hall 
Property Name 

White 
county 

Historic and Architectural Resources of White County 
Multiple Name 

ARKANSAS 
state 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. 

p~ ~~/2 
Signature o the Keeper Date of Action 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Amended Items in Nomination: 

Section No. 6: This nomination is amended to show current 
function as Government/Other, since it is now being used as city 
offices. 

Section No. 8: The nomination was also amended to show 
significance under Criterion A (Social History). 

The amendments were confirmed by phone with the Arkansas SHPO 
(9/18/91). 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHE ET 

REQUESTED ACTION : NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE 
NAME : 

American Legion Hall 

White County MPS 

STATE & COUNTY : ARKANSAS, White 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY : 

8/01/91 
8/31/91 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/91 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/15/91 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST : 

REFERENCE NUMBER : 91001186 

NOMINATOR : STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW : 

APPEAL: N 
N 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
OTHER : PDIL : N 

LANDSCAPE : N 
PERIOD: N 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS : 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED : 

REQUEST: N SAMPLE : N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: 

COMMENT WAIVER : N 

~CEPT RETURN __ REJECT 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

N 
N 
N 

~' <5 s tO'-" e ":,vt n d ~ t s c r-c"" 1 ~ ., c J-...,...a. '7 t:? ,. a., ._.,,/'/ f' CJ h .J 
C. tO C V'\ f+ C VV\plt () f "'• IV'# J>t>C 1J \I C ( OY. ~ ·In• rl ,• Ph Q dap .}-b..~ 

liP ~ ~e "SLPs~ ;c cl'..J..";\s \Jt""'+r-fttr t.;.)/ Df nl'"?l'('~ 1o"\ t)j; '7 , ..... 

e rc.. r- e \I p .f e (f o( ~c; . !' +- r ~ ~ •' ~ 4 0 r,. r a I~ t c,N\ p ~ r .J-o ~ f 
.C~., ,~s o.~s~c·~o.J..~oV"\ v->~~ h.,~e f~Abhcly ..f.v...vat' d 
pn~ro~~ ~ c.-:>~.1.-. ~ ~rtrt~'-"""' Leq~1 ~ttJ.... ploy~d. 

<A V"\ l'" """"'p ., ~-t ~""' ~ r-o I e ~....... .J ...,t I o ( o 1 (" v'--" ~·"·······"~~ ~ · 

REcoM. ;cRI~RIA Acr Pp'+/ A"- C... 
REVIEWER t:i:O !:J2f r I 
DISCIPLINE B t c,-\. 12,.. I 0 '-1 
DATE Afl3l0,.\ 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SL~N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic __ current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 
__ context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 
__ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps __ USGS maps __ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 





Aff'er\r::tA~ ~'ct\. ~rf\u._(\·~y ~\\~IQt, 11 :lt:?t-r; 
s~-rc~,Ar Q_~~ 

'?\.-o~~ ~I,-. 'DJ :Jce..~ 
No'-l~~~r·\ \~ ~ ~ 
~r4,•e... Ol\ ~I \e. c¢AI-\?? 
~V-~~ ~e,~ v..'V~ 





Amenc '1\ ~\olf\. ~MfriLJ.". 
~rc.j1Ar 
'P~-fo ~?~ ~i ::Soe..\>~ose_ 
No"~ff\ r-1 \~~~ 
N~c¢~ o(\ ~\ ctt-A~W 
L -kr ior J2etO:\\ 

\ \\ /()~ 
' I ? , (. 





Aff\e,\\ Ct>-i'. ~\o(\ CoMMu~~j \-\~ \\ \~ 
Se..o..fl:j~ ... ·\ll<:tllf'ISA.S '( 1- ~' (C, 

~(b..~"' b.j:S~ase_ 
No'/elf\~~1 \~~~ 
~a..lr.Ve..of\ ~; k_ Jr ..A~~ 
tJor~\~\evo.~of\ 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033 


