
MARK WILLIAMS 
COMMISSIONER 

February 27, 2019 

National Park Service 
Attn: Alexis Abernathy 

HI STORI C PRESE RVAT ION DIVI SION 

National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C St, NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

RE: Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost; Atlanta, Fulton County 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

DR. DAVID CRASS 
DIVISION DIRECTOR 

We are requesting removal from the National Register of Historic Places of the above-referenced object 
in Fulton County, Georgia. The object was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1977. 
Please see the enclosed newspaper artic le and press release referencing its removal from its historic 
location . The property owner and city officials have been notified and did not comment. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

V/r 

Dr. David Crass 
Historic Preservation Division Director/Deputy SHPO 

Cc: 

Enclosures : 

Lisa Deline, NPS 

Ruch, John. "Zero Mile Post Moves to Atlanta History Center." Reporter Newspapers, IO 
Nov. 20 18 . 

Press Release, Atlanta History Center, "Zero Mile Post, One of Atlanta's Most Significant 
Artifacts, Relocated to the Atlanta History Center." 29 Oct. 2018 

26 10 GA HWY 155, SW I STOCKBRJ DG E, GA 3028 1 
770.389.7844 I FAX 770.389.7878 I WWW.GEORG IASHl'O .ORG 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Removal 

Property Name: Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: GEORGIA, Fulton 

Date Received : 
3/12/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
4/1/2019 4/16/2019 4/26/2019 

Reference number: OT77000435 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ Reject 4/26/2019 Date 

Abstract/Summary The Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost has been moved from its location of time 
Comments: of listing in 1977 to a museum setting . While the setting at the time of listing was not perfect, 

the milepost was installed and interpretation was possible . Currently the milestone is lying 
on its side within a museum setting and no longer conveys sufficient integrity to remain listed j 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Recommendation/ l 
Criteria 

Telephone Date 
------------ J I 

DOCUMENTATION : see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 
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Qname
^>^HisTORic Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost

AND/OR COMMON
Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost

[LOCATION
STREETS NUMBER 0n-We«tem-and-At4.antic-right“of--way-at: Central Ave. (old Loyd St.) 

between Wall St. and Railroad Ave.___________ _____________ —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN Atlanta

. VICINITY OF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
5th - Andrew Young

STATE
Georgia

CODE

13
COUNTY
Fulton

CODE

121
QcLASSIFI CATION

CATEGORY
—DISTRICT 
—BUILDING(S) 
—STRUCTURE 
—SITE
-JSDBJECT

OWNERSHIP
JLpublic

—PRIVATE
—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
-OCCUPIED

—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 
X-YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 
—COMMERCIAL —PARK
—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 
—INDUSTRIAL XtRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY —OTHER:

Qowner of property
State of Georgia, State Properties Commission, Mr. David Benson

STREET & NUMBER
7 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr.

CITY, TOWN
Atlanta vicinity of

STATE
Georgia 30334

Qlocation of legal description
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC, Fulton County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER
160 Pryor St.

CITY, TOWN
Atlanta

STATE
Georgia

□ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

DATE
—FEDERAL —STATE COUNTY LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN STATE
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~ 'tH1sToR1c Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost 
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CODE 
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NAME 
State of Georgia, State Properties Conunission, Mr. David Benson 

STREET & NUMBER 
7 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. 
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Atlanta _ VICINITY OF Georgia 30334 

IILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF OEEDS,ETC. Fulton County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

160 '.Pryor St. 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Atlanta Georgia 
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

X_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED

—GOOD —RUINS
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
?Lunaltered

—ALTERED

CHECK ONE
lORIGINALSITE

—MOVED DATE.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Zero Milepost is a stone marker measuring 42" in height, 12" on two sides 
and 11" on two sides. The crown is pyramidal. The inscription "W & A RR 138" 
is roughly carved into one side and "W & A RR 00" on anoth^^r. The lower 12" 
of the marker are now enclosed by a large, square concrete base and iron posts 
with railings, which were added for protective purposes.

A Georgia Historical Commission marker providing a brief history of the 
Railroad stands just outside the railing.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Zero Milepost is a stone marker measuring 42 11 in height, 12" on two sides 
and 11" on two sides. The crown is pyramidal. The inscription "W & A RR 138" 
is roughly carved into one side and "W & A RR -00" on anot~~.r. The lower 12" 
of the marker are now enclosed by a large, square concrete base and iron posts 
with railings, which were added for protective purposes. 

A Georgia Historical Connnission marker providing a brief history of the 
Railroad stands just outside the railing. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 3
PERIOD 

—PREHISTdRIC 
—1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
—1700-1799 
Jfi 800-1899 
—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—AGRICULTURE

—ARCHITECTURE
—ART

—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 
—CONSERVATION 
—ECONOMICS 
—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW
—LITERATURE

—MILITARY
—MUSIC
—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE
—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER
X-TRANSPORTATION

X-OTHER (SPECIFY)

History

SPECIFIC DATES 1842-1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Zero Milepost is significant in two areas of history; transportation and 

local history. This stone milepost marks the southeastern terminus of the state- 
owned Western and Atlantic Railroad. It was this railroad that provided the 
impetus for the beginning and subsequent growth of the city of Atlanta. More 
specifically, this milepost marks the center of the city from which the city 
limits were measured.

Legislation creating the Western and Atlantic Railroad was enacted in 1836 
although the idea of a state-owned railroad in Georgia had been mentioned as early 
as 1826. Then, in 1835-36, word came that a new rail line would be constructed 
from CHiarleston to Cincinnati that could pass through north Georgia. However, 
by the time a convention was held to discuss this possibility, it was too late.
The proposed Georgia route had been discarded in favor of a route through Tennessee. 
Another convention was then held in Georgia and it was decided that the State of 
Georgia would build its own railroad through the center cf the state and allow 
private, branch lines to join with it. Had Georgia participated in the Charleston 
and Cincinnati project, the Western and Atlantic and the city of Atlanta itself 
may never have existed.

Governor Wilson Lumpkin initiated the idea for the W and A but, as his teina 
ended in 1835, his plana had to be enacted by the new governor, William Schley, 
who appointed Colonel Abbott Hall Brisbane to survey north Georgia. When the 
Legislature met in November of 1836, a bill to construct a railroad at state 
expense was introduced and passed, 76-65. A major spokesman in the Legislature 
on this bill was Alexander H. Stephens, a freshman legislator ^o made his maiden 
speech for this bill and went on to become Congressman, Vice-President of the 
Confederacy and Governor.

No specific locations of terminal points were named but generally they were 
to be on the Tennessee line near the Tennessee River at or near Rossville and then 
in a direct route to the southeastern bank of the Chattahoochee River. The 1836 
Act stated further that the "said railroad shall be known and distinguished as the 
Western and Atlantic Railroad of the State of Georgia." The annual appropriation 
was set at $360,000, $60,000 of which was for surveying and locating the road. 
Colonel Stephen Harriman Long was hired to survey and build the road on May 12, 1837. 
He had previously taught mathematics, surveyed the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and 
written Railroad Manual.
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History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1842-1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Zero MilepQst is significant in two are.as 0 of history:-. transportation and 
local history. This stone milepost inarks the southeastern terminus of the state­
owned Western and Atlantic Railroad. · It was this railroad that provided the 
impetus for the beginning and subsequent growth of the city of Atlanta. More 
specifically, this milepost marks the center of the city from which the city 
limits were measured. 

Legislation creating the Western and Atlantic Railroad was enacted in 1836 
although the idea of a state-owned railroad in Georgia had been mentioned as early 

,.,,,., as 1826. Then, in 1835-36, word came that a new rail line would be constructed 
from Charleston to Cincinnati that could pass through north Georgia. However, 
by the time a convention was held to discuss this possibility, it was too late. 
The proposed Georgia route had been discarded in favor of a route through Tennessee. 
Another convention was then held in Georgia and it was decided ' that the State of 
Georgia would build its own railroad through the center cf the state and allow 
private, branch lines to join with it. Had Georgia participated in the Charleston 
and Cincinnati project, the Western and Atlantic and the city of Atlanta itself 
may never have existed. 

Governor Wilson Lumpkin initiated the idea for the Wand A but, as his term 
ended in 1835, his plans had to be enacted. by the new governor, William Schley, 
who appointed Colonel Abbott Hall Brisbane to survey north Georgia. When the 
Legislature met in November of 1836, a bill to construct a railroad at state 
expense ·was introduced and passed, 76-65. A major spokesman in the Legislature 
on this bill was Alexander H. Stephens, a freshman legislator who made his maiden 
speech for this bill and -went on to become Congressman, Vice-President of the 
Confederacy and Governor. 

No specific locations ;of terminal points were named but generally they were 
to be on the Tennessee line near the Tennessee River at or near Rossville and then 
in a direct route to the · southeastern bank of the Chattahoochee River. The 1836 
Act stated further that the "said railroad shall be known and distinguished as the 
Western and Atlantic Railroad of the State of Georgia." The annual appropriation 
was set at $360, ooo·, $60,000 of which was for surveying and locating the road. 
Colonel Stephen Harriman Long was hired to survey and build the road on May 12, 1837. 
He had previously taught mathematics, surveyed the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and 
written Railroad Manual. 
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The southeastern teimnus was originally located at Pittman's Ferry in 
Gwinnett County but it was soon found to be unfeasible and the point was relocated 
at Montgomery's Ferry at Old Fort Gilmer and the Standing Peachtree. It was then 
decided that the line should extend south of the river in order to provide a better 
location for lines to Athens, Madison, Milledgeville and Forsyth to connect with 
the Western and Atlantic. This provision was in an amendment to the 1836 Act and 
was passed in December of 1837. It stated that the line would continue "to some 
point not exceeding eight miles, as shall be most eligible for running branch 
roads..." The southeastern terminus was then moved to Land Lot 78, District 14, 
DeKalb County. [This area became Fulton County on December 17, 1853.] This point 
would be between the present Forsyth and Magnolia Streets. After construction 
began in 1838, discussion continued on the location of the southeastern terminus. 
Then, in 1842, a new and final point was established, only 1200 feet from the 
previous point, in the northeast comer of Land Lot 77, 14th District, DeKalb, 
later Fulton, County. This point was located at Loyd Street, now Central Avenue, 
between Alabama and Decatur Streets by surveys by C.F.M. Garnett and F.C. Arms.
In 1850 the zero milepost was Implanted at this location. Today it stands on 
this same point but is under the Central Avenue viaduct between Wall Street 
and Railroad Avenue. (See Vincent's Map of Atlanta, 1853, Attached) The mile­
posts were placed in 1850 by Bodwell E. Wells, Civil Engineer for the railroad, 
who later testified that he "...began locating mile posts sometime in the fall 
of 1850. I ascertained the initial point by measuring and obtaining the center 
of the south line of the State Square, \diich was the north line of Loyd Street, 
and using a map furnished me by the Chief Engineer that was made by F.C. Armes..."

A five acre tract including the point was donated to the state by Samuel 
Mitchell in 1842 which cillowed for the erection of the depot buildings. A small 
settlement had already appeared as early as 1836 and was known as Terminus. When 
the final point was located, a town was laid out and named Marthasville in honor 
of Governor Lumpkin's youngest daughter. The five acre tract was called State 
Square. The first train ran from Marthsaville to Marietta on December 24, 1842 
but regular service did not begin until 1845. By 1845, Marthasville had grown 
significantly. The railroad officials thought the name unfitting and began calling 
their depot Atlanta. In December of 1845, the name was officially changed to 
Atlanta and the city limits defined as one mile in every direction from the state 
depot.

From this small, straggling railroad town of 1845 has grown one of the largest 
metropolitan cities in the country. Zero Milepost stands as a reminder of these 
early railroad days and the birth of a city.

GPO 892 455
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The southeastern terminus was. originally located at Pittman's Ferry in 
Gwinnett County but it was soon found to be unfeasible and the point was relocated 
at Montgomery's Ferry at Old Fort Gilmer and the Standing Peachtree. It was then 
decided that the line should extend south of the river in order to provide a better 
location for lines to Athens, Madison, Milledgeville and Forsyth to connect with 
the Western and Atlantic. This provision was in an amendment to the 1836 Act and 
was passed in December of 1837. It stated that the line would continue "to some 
point not exceeding eight miles, as shall be most eligible for running branch 
roads ... " The southeastern terminus was then moved to Land Lot 78, District 14, 
DeKalb County. [This area became Fulton County on December 17, 1853.) This point 
would be between the present Forsyth and Magnolia Streets. After construction 
began in 1838, discussion continued on the location of the southeastern terminus. 
Then, in 1842, a new and final point was established, only 1200 feet from the 
previous point, in the northeast corner of Land Lot 77, 14th District, DeKalb, 
later Fulton, County. This point was located at Loyd Street, now Central Avenue, 
between Alabama and Decatur Streets by surveys by C.F.M. Garnett and F.C. Arms. 
In 1850 the zero milepost was implanted at this location. Today it stands on 
this same point but is under the Central Avenue viaduct between Wall Street 
and Railroad Avenue. (See Vincent's Map of Atlanta, 1853, Attached) The mile­
posts were placed in 1850 by Bodwell E. Wells, Civil Engineer for the railroad, 
who later testified that he " ... began locating mile posts sometime in the fall 
of 1850. I ascertained the initial point by measuring and obtaining the center 
of the south line of the State Square, which was the north line of Loyd Street, 
and using a map furnished me by the Chief Engineer that was made by F.C. Armes ... " 

A five acre tract including the point was donated to the state by Samuel 
Mitchell in 1842 which allowed for the erection of the depot buildings. A small 
settlement had already appeared as early as 1836 and was known as Terminus. When 
the final point was located, a town was laid out and named Marthasville in honor 
of Governor Lumpkin's youngest daughter. The five acre tract was called S~ate 
Square. The first train ran from Ma.rthsaville to Marietta on December 24, 1842 
but regular service did not begin until 1845. By 1845, Marthasville had grown 
significantly. The railroad officials thought the name unfitting and began calling 
their depot Atlanta. In December of 1845, the name was officially changed to 
Atlanta and the city limits defined as one mile in every direction from the state 
depot. 

From this small, straggling railroad town of 1845 has grown one of the largest 
metropolitan cities in the country. Zero Milepost stands as a reminder of these 
early railroad days and the birth of a city. 
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republication in the 1878 Atlas. Explanation at top added by the writer of this history
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2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT! 34 64-78

Form No. 10-301 
(~~v. 10-74! 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

DNAME 
HISTORIC Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost 

AND/ OR COMMON 

El LOCATION 
c1TY. TOWN Atlanta ~VICINITY OF Fulton COUNTY Georgia STATE 

II MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U.S.G.S. Northwest Atlanta Quadrangle 

SCALE 1: 24, 000 DATE 1954 

II REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDAR IES 

2 . NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

INT : 3464-75 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

84°30' '1s• ./ 
Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 
Control by USGS, USC&GS, Georgia Geodetic Survey, and City of Atlanta 

Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetric 
methods. Aerial photographs taken 1952. Field check 1954 

Polyconic proJection. 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grtd based on Georgia coordinate system, west zone 
1000-meter Unrversal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 16, shown in blue -Red tint indicates areas 1n whrch only landmark buildings are shown 

Land lines from information supp li ed by 
Cobb County Roads and Revenues Commission and 
Atlanta-Fulton County Joint Planning Board 

1 '1 l Jl -. 1 r1( I. 

* MN ' 

GN 

o· 
1°26' 

25 MILS 

UTM GRID AND 1973 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 

1000 0 1000 

4 151 IV NW 

4151 If/ NW 

SCALE 124000 

2000 3000 4000 

0 

CO NTOU R INTERVAL 10 FEET 
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL 

5000 6000 7000 FEET 

I KILOMETER 

THIS MAP COM PLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 

FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQ,UEST 

NORTHWEST ATLANTA QUADRANGLE 
GEORGIA 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
CUMMJN M l o Qfl 

;rn FIN 3 7 Ml • 

7'ff ROAD CLASSIFICATION --
Light-duty 

Unimproved dirt --,--,-, 

RECEIVED 
MAR 2 3191'1 

Interstate Route O U.S. Route Q State Route 

NATIONAL 

~STER 

SfP 1~ 1911 

NORTHWEST ATLANTA, GA. 
(FORMERLY BOLTON) 

N3345-W8422.5/7.5 

1954 
PHOTOREVISED 968 AND 1913 

AMS 4151 IV SW- SERIES V845 

3°52'30" 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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2Jo« p. '(Eiiimer
COMMISSiONCA

(HljarlcB ^arrisJf, HI
OIVtSION OtRCCTOR Rhcei\j^)

Mar 2 ? 197

t

Office of Planning and Research

270 WASHINGTON ST.. S.W. 
ATLANTA. GEORGIA 3033A

(404) 656-5160

i J

national
REG/STER jA-/

\ tcv 22."A.■ p

. ir.‘a-..-

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Gentlemen:

I understand that you intend to nominate 
Fulton County___________________________________

Zero Milepost, Atlanta,
 to the National Register 

of Historic Places which includes or effects property in my o^enership. By
my signature below I hereby give you permission to proceed with this nomination.

Sincerely,

2.2.
Date

I do /__/ or I do not / Sc/ request a public hearing be held regarding the
proposed nomination. (Please check the appropriate block).

^1776

I 

:I!oe p. _'@;;.m1er 
COM"41SSIONEII 

alqarlee JR. Jnrri!!iq, III 
DIVISION DIRECTOR REC.~_IV!Q _ 

MAR!:-? 97 

Stale E;sto!'ic '?re.servation Officei' 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, S.W. 
Atlant~, Georgia 30334 

Gentlemen: 

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH 

270 WASf~INGTON ST .. S .W . 

ATLANTA , GE0 HGIA 3 0 334 

(404) 6!16-5160 

n ~~r;:~··\ .'?:~ . . . . . 
:t ' - - -

I understand that you intend to nominate Zero Milepost, Atlanta, --------------~-Fulton County to the National Register 
of Historic Places which includes or effects property in my ownership. By 
my signature below I hereby give you permission to proceed with this nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Date 

I do / / or I do not f5iJ reque st a public hearing be held regarding the 
proposed nomination. (Please check the appropriate block). 
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^Epartmcnt of transportation
THOMAS D. MORELAND 

COMMISatONCR 
•TATC HIOHWAY CNOINEER

EMORY C. PARRISH
DOAJTY COMMISSIONER

t:-

I'
:7

fe.

^tate af Georgia 
Z dapitol ^^quare

^tlartta, (isorgm 30334

December 2, 1976

Mr. David M. Sherman, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, S. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Mr. Sherman:

In reference to your Notice of November 17, 1976, we have reviewed 
the information on the proposed nomination of the Zero Milepost in 
Fulton County to the National Register of Historic Places.

We find no approved transportation plan or proposed project which 
would have an affect on the site. However, it is requested that the 
highway rights of way not be included in the nomination.

Yours very truly.

Russell L. Chapman, j£,^ P. E. ^ 
Director of Preconstruction

RLC/bl

cc: Mr. Floyd E. Hardy

< ;.C,—

a

«

HAL RtVES
ASST. STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER

DANIEL O. KELLY
TREASURER

I 

THOMAS D . MORELAND 
COMMIS810NEA 

STATE HtoHWAV 0..0INEER 

EMORY C. PARRISH 
DEP'I.JTY COMMIS8'0NEA 

~epnrtmeut nf '<irruuspnrtntiau 
~htte nf (@£orgia 
~a. Z Cliapitol ~quart 

J\tfonta, <i£nrgfo: 30334 

December 2, 1976 

Mr. David M. Sherman, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, S. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Dear Mr. Sherman: 

HAL RIVES 
A8ST. STATE HtOHWAY °"'QINEER 

DANIEL 0 . KELLY 
TA:1£.A~IEPI 

In reference to your Notice of November 17, 1976, we have reviewed 
the information on the proposed nomination of the Zero Milepost in 
Fulton County to the National Register of Historic Places. 

We find no approved transportation plan or proposed project which 
would have an affect on the site. However, it is requested that the 
highway rights of way not be included in the nomination. 

RLC/bl 

cc: Mr. Floyd E. Hardy 

Yours very truly, 

Russell L. Chapman, , P. 
Director of Preconstruction 

; .. . -, 
.,/ 



i “rppSPTffvS-;';
>■

Department of
Planning and Public Affairs SS' marta

1300 Equitable Building 
100 Peachtree Street. N.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

. i. '
January 24, 1977

Mr. David Sherman, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
Office of Planning and Research 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, Southwest 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Subject: Zero Milepost, Underground Atlanta (SD271)

Dear Mr. Sherman:
There will be construction work in the area around the Zero 
Milepost monument, but none of this activity will directly 
affect it. Precautions will be taken so as not to disturb 
the site.

Sincerely yours.

g"
Richard M. Steiger 
Manager of Urban Design

RMS:EAG:etc

r-: u*r‘-

I
-''y'i 2 a'l2'7

.....--------

Meiropotitan Allania Rapid Transit Authority

'1

-V.' '-y'

.7 ■ ■

:

'Sm

'I
;y|

y:-

'y

. I. 

Department or 
Planning and Public Affairs 

Mr. David Sherman, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
Office of Planning and Research 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, Southwest 
Atlanta, Georgia . 30334 

marta 
1300 Equitable Bu ild ing 
100 Peachtree Street . N.W. 
Atlanta . Georg ia 30303 

January 24, 1977 

LI 7---=--> 
-

Subject: Zero Milepost, Underground Atlanta (SD271) 

Dear Mr. Sherman: 

There will be construction work in the area around the Zero 
Milepost monument, but none of this activity will directly 
affect it. Precautions will be taken so as not to disturb 
the · site. 

RMS:EAG:etc 

Sincerely yours, 

·~-~ . 

Richard :°;;t~er 
Manager of Urban Design 

[E·7,,:=_;=:.Jt 1T·'?> 
I I _, . .._ 

t ~ - • . 

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority 
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Ragiona1 Dir•tor, SOl&tlwut blion 

L 880 Mott/js 9/27/77 
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JlB Setter (F.Pn), Claude Hascinps (CiF). Bill Clark (EiW), 
Lonice Barrett (PBMS), :;rure Macilreeor (OPR), Holly Miller, 
Jane:. Talley, Pacrieia Uorneyer

.'#3

FROM:

SUBJECTT:

Ray Slewerc (404) 636-4S10 DATE:
'/•ft

Request for Rev}jes*-o^Attache^Project 
Notification # ^

■/*1

./Si

Applicant:

Frojict: .2^^ /T).

federal Agency:

lotir cotnaencs are due no later than 

Special Notes: See also Project # _
fk
-7

eW***e********e*****ee**e**ee*e*e***********e**e**e*e**<f********************

BEVIEWER RESPONSE: Division _____
(Check one, use extra shee^,.^ necessary)

PW^ Date

There is 

explain?

shee^,-!!'
divisional involvement in this project. If yes.

There are are no additional requirements the applicant must meet
vith this division. If yes, explain?

****4***************

(Check one)
This division vlU not comment due to inadequate staff time available.

This proposal does not fall within the scope of Interest or mission of 
this division.
This proposal is considered to be consistent with those State goals, 
policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with 
vhlch this division is concerned.

'Specific comments are attached.

«4***44***A4A4*A****

Thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner
«

or his Executive Assistant because 

EHStesd /

◄ , • 

I 

TO: 

SU!JECT: 

Applicant: 

Jic S~t~er (F.rO) • Claude - H;i~tin~~ (C&F) • Blll Cl:lrk (l-;lW). 

Lonict! CJrrctt (P l. I!:--) .. :; ru c-c : t:i..:l;n:\!•Jr ·(orR) • Holly Mill..:r •. 

Jar.scs 1·allcy • !'~tr i..; i.1 UJrneycr 

by Siewert (~04) 656-4S10 DATE: 

Reque5t for Rcv~f Attached Projec:J 
llotification #:.? -7/z.-// - ;;2?.- CJ 

. 
·Proj~ct: -~ m·~-
Federal A;:nc:y: 

tour coitments are due no later than __ ~ __ /4_'d_:;z/-; ___ 7~_-6 _________ _ 
Special Notes: See also Project~ ___________________ _ 

IEVIEWER RESPONSE: 
(Check one, use ext.ra 

There is --- no d~visional involvement in this project. If yes, ---
explain? -----------------------------------
There are are no additional requirements the applicant must meet --- ---
with this division. If yes. explain? -------------------

. (Check one) 

Thi• division uill not comment due to inadequate staff time available. 

Thi• proposal does not fall within the scope ·of interest or mission of 
thi• division. 

11111 prop,,s~l is considered to be consistent with those State goals, 
policies, objectives, plans, programs-and fiscal resources with 
which this division i• concerned. 

·Specific comments are att4ched. 

·····• *••· ft·ft••*•*** 
thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner -------
« hb Executive l.ssist4nt because ----- ----------------
tHS :csd I 
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Jlt: SeC'Jcr (F.PD) , Claude Hnr;tlnps (C&F), Bill Clark (l iW), 
Lonlco CurrctC (PuHS), ;;nire Tlactlrceor (OPR), Holly Miller, 
Janes Taiicy, Pacrlcla Uorncyer

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Ray Slcuert (404) 656-4S10 DATE: ////7/7C
fe'v

..:5

.

Request for RcvJ"'->-of Attached Project 
Notlf icatioa # ^ ^ J

Applicant:

Project:

Federal Agency:

Your cocnents are due no later than 

Special Notes: See also Project # _

•t.
“I

eW**************************************************************************
EEVIEWER RESPONSE: Division Date
(Check one, use extra sheet if necessary)

There is ' nodivisional involvement in this project. If yes,

explain? ■ __________________ ____ —

There are arc no additional requirements the applicant must meet
with this division. If yes, explain?

********************

(Check one)

This division will not comment due to inadequate staff time available.

This proposal does not fall within the scope of interest or mission of \V 

this division. •*f
This proposal is considered to be consistent with those State goals, 
policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with 
which this division is concerned.

Specific connents are attached.

************!t* ******

Thifl project should receive the attention of the Commissioner
«or his Executive Assistant _because 

RHS:esd /

. . 

.. 

TO: 

rrum: 

• scraJ ECT: 

Ji1:: Sl't-:cr (F.i_'O), Cl:luJc ll.1~tini::i:1 (C&F), Blll Cl:lrk (F!..W) • 

tonic\! r.Jrrctt (P[.I!:-;) • :;rue . ..: ~l;h.:l;rci.:,,r ·(OrR), I!1Jlly Miller •. 

Janes T.:illcy, 1'.:icr i..: i.1 !lJr;;icyl!r 

·Ray Sic~crt (404) 636-4S10 DATE: 

Request for Rc~:;.-of Attached Projec~~ 
Notification fJ ,d:::. -7h-// -,2:?- CJ~ 

Applicant: ;f-6 
. . 

·Proj~ct: ~ m~, ·' i • : r· . : ._, 

Federal A;:?nc)•: 

Your coc.~ents are due no later than ___ ~ __ /4_d_;;z/-;___...._~7 __ -6-.. _________ _ 

Special Notes: See also Project -~ -----------------------

REVIEWER RESPONSE: Division Date ----------------- -------(Check one, use extra sheet if necessary) 

There is --- no divisional involvement in this project. If yes, ---
explain? ----------------------------------
There are are no additional requirements the applicant must meet 

--- ---
with this division. If yes, explain? --------------------

. (Check one) 

This division vill not comment due to inadequate staff time available. 

This proposal does not fall within the scope of ~nt.er_e.st o. r ~i.ss. i. o.n of• · ✓ 
this division. +-
This prop\lS,'ll is considered to be consi-stent vith those State goals, 

policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with 
which this division is concerned. 

·Specific cor:nnents are attached. 

************~******* 
Thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner -------
or hb Executive / .ss-istnnt because ----- -----------------
RHS:esd I 
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'-mJia Setter (HPD) , Claude Hastinpa (CiF), Bill Clark (1-J.W), 
Lonice EarretC (PiUS), :;rucc Macilrcuor (OPR), Holly Miller, 
Janes Talley,Tacrieia Earneyer 1

FROM:

SU3JECT:

Applicant:

Ray Siewert (404) 656-4310

cviG!*-of Attached Project,

//er “ “

DATE

till

= /V/7/7‘^ 1;l

Request for Rev 
notification

Project;

Federal Agency;

Tour cocaents are due no later than 

Special Notes: See also Project -5

**e*e***e**e**e**e*****e***********«*****e*e*********e**e*e****M****e******

REVIEWER RESPONSE; Division
7 Date /

(Check one, use extra sheet if necessary) /

There is_____  nodivisional Involvement in this project. If yes,
explain?

There are are no additional requirements’ the applicant mxist meet
with this division. If yes, explain?

. (Check one)

This division will not comment due to Inadequate staff time available. .-1

This proposal does not fall within the scope of Interest or mission of 
this division.

This proposal is considered to be consistent with those State goals, 
policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with 
which this division is concerned.

Specific corrr.ents are attached.

*******«**A*iV**AA**«

Thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner 
or his Executive Assistant because

RHS:csd /

.. 

TO: . .Jic S1..'t-==er (F:PO) • Claude H;1~t in~~ (C&F) • B 111 Cl;i.rk (ElW) • 
Lonicc C.1rrctt (P[.I!:--). :;n1cc :ta~,:n.:l!•Jr ·corR) • Hully Milh:r. 

S'O!J£CT: 

Jar.ics 1'allc:, • • P.:1tr i..; i.1 !lJrr.ieycr 

Ray Siewert (~04) 656-4S10 . DATE: 

Request for Rc~f Att.'.lched Project_ 
llotif.ication II ~4--//- ;;2? - D j 

Applicant: //-6 
. 

0

Pr0j~ct: ~ m·~ -
Federal A,;~ncy: 

Your coi::ments are due no later than __ -~ __ /4_~-~----7 __ -6 __________ _ 

Special Notes: See also .Project~ ---------------------

,,,,,. ,... . . 
r. • , ./ 

IEVIEWER RESPONSE: Division .--<-~--- -,::_,:_.~ .. ,,··,r.._ 

(Chec.k one, use extra sheet if necessary) 

There is --- no divisional involvement in this project. If yes, ---
explain?---------------------------------

There are are no additional requirements the applicant must meet --- ---
with this division. If yes, explain? -------------------

. (Check one) 

Thia division will not comment due to inadequate staff time available. 

Thi• proposal does not fa'il within the scope of interest or mission of 
this division. 

Thi• prop,n:1ill is considered to be consistent vith those State goals, 
policies, objectives, plans, programs-and fiscal resources with v · 
which this division ia concerned. ~ 

·Specific commen t s nr e att3ched . 

········••********** 
Thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner -------or hb Executive /.s.sistnnt because ----- ----------------
t;1S :csd 
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Jin Setter i7.?Ti) ^ ClauJo Kascinps (CiF), Sill Clnr.< (liV.’), 
Lonicc Carrots (?6IiS), :;riK-.c rua^rcuor (OrR), llollj^MaLcr,. 
Janes Talley, i’acrieia liar.r.eyeiT -r- ' ‘ • ^

'

.. ;j

FTJ}M:

SinUECT:

Ray Siewert (a04) 65G-4olO

Rec^uesc for ?,Oj*.wi-
lloclflcacion ^^y

DAT'E; /f//7/^^

NOV 2 9 1975
■.S’

Applicant; /^-ST 

■project:

federal Agency;
TTour coEsaents are due no later than 

Special Notes: See also Project #
;

______ • Game and Fish Div, Bate 12/21/76
2EVIE1JER RESPONSE: Division -------- --------------- --
(Check one, use extra sheet if necessary)
YaQve is_____ nodivisional involven-ent in this project. If yes,

explain?  ____________________ —— —----------—

a

There are are no additional requirements' the applicant must meet
with this division. If yes, explain?

********************

.(Check one)
This division will not comment due to inadequate staff tine available.

f

This proposal docs not fall within the scope of interest or mission of 
this division. . . .
This proposal is considered to bo consistent with those State coals, 
policies, objectives, plans, procrams and fiscal resources with 
which this division is concerned.

Specific comments arc attached. The Game and Fish Division has 
no objections to this nomination.

* * ft ******* * A A A A *****
Thin project should receive the .attention of the Commissioner 

t>_* hlii h<;ecuCivc /,y-- ■

.. 

TO: 

Su-1£CT: 

' \ i I 

Jic S~tc:cr (;::pi)), Claul!c ,;;1s.:in;!!'-i (G:.r) • lH!.l Ci.,r;< (i·'.i\-:), 

Lonie-.: I1Jrret:: (;:>[.!!:--). :;rue.I.! ~l;,~l:r~i.:, , r ·(ot'R), llully Millc..!r,. 

Ray Sl~wcrc (~04) 636-4Si0 

Requc~t for ~cv:i_,-·;-of : • .:;.:.:c;,cc! ? .. ·o~.:c.: 

lJotification Ii ; . .l -7~-//-,()?- CJ ) NOV 2 9 i975 

A;plicant: /1-/!J" 

Federal A~~::icy: 

·Your co1w11ents are due n.o· la:ar than __ /4 __ /4_~_A_/-;_7.__;6 _________ _ 

Special Notes: See also ?roject # ___________________ _ 

. . 

r....-v.ttW'ER RESPONSE: Division Game and Fish Div, D~cc I 2 I 2 I I 7 6 

(Check one, use extra sheet if nccc~z~zy) 

'n1cre is --- no divisional involve~ant in this project. If yes, 
---

explain?----------------------------------

There are are no Gdditional requirements the applicant must m~ct 
--- ---

witli this division. If yes, uplain? _________________ _ 

. (Chock one) . 
nis division will not cou:.mcnt due to in~dequ.ite st.iff time avail~blc. 

·'this proposal does not f~ll within tho scope of interest or mission of 

this division. 

This prop,,s.,1 -is considered to be consistent with thosa St.ice co.ils, 

policies, objectives, plans, procrams- and fiscal resources with 

w~ich t his division i D concerned . 

S;,cdfic corr.mcnts arc att~chcd. The Game an d Fish D.ivision .has 

no objections to this nominati6n. 

~~~~~•*~*~~ ~~~*~**** 

x 

Thin ;,rojcct i; hould rccciv~ the nttc·,1::ion of th,! Co:.unissioncr -------
-----------------
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Jin Sctser (F.Pn), Claude Hastinps (C&F). Bill Clark (F£W), 
Lonice Barrett (Pi.HS), Bruce Maei'.reeor (OFR) , Helly Miller, 

Janes Talley, raCrleia Uarneyer

■■■yy

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Ray SiewerC (a04) 656—4S10 DATE: // ^

>f Attached Project

■Ri

r3
. ’ .

Applicant:

, NOV 2 9,976

//€T
Project:

RECaV6D "c 2' I - 0

Federal Agency:

Tour cotaaents are due no later than 

Special Notes: See also Project # .

♦<Hk**********************************************<r**************************

REVIEWER RESPONSE: Division Game and Fish Div, Date 12/21/76
(Check one, use extra sheet if necessary)

There is_____  nodivisional involvement in this project. If yes,

explain? __________________________------—---------------------------------------------

There are are no additional requirement^ the applicant must meet
with this division. If yes, explain?

(Check one) .
This division will not comment due to inadequate staff time available.

This proposal does not fall within the scope of Interest or mission of 
this division.
This proposal is considered to be consistent with those State goals, 
policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with 
which this division is concerned.

Specific cerr-.ents are actneh-^d. The Game and Fish Division has 
no objections to tnis nomination.

********************
Thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner 
or his Executive Assistant __________ because --

rR'

EH3:csd /

SUBJECT: 

Jit: Set~er (F.Pn), Cl auJc H~~tinl!~ (G&F). nlll Cl:lrk (n.w), 

Lonie~ G.irrctt (Pll!:--). :~me-...: :ta..:l:n.:i.:or ·(orR), Holly Mill\.!r •. 

J.l!'lCS Talley, l\.1t r i..:_ i.1 UJ rneycr 

Ray Siewert (~04) .656-4S10 DATE: 

Request for R!?vµ;w-of Att~ched Project). 

Notification # 2-: -70--//-,2?- CJ _ NOV 2 9 1976 

Applicant: /115"" 

·,roj~ct: -~ m·~ --
Federal A~~:1.cy: 

·tour cou:ments are due no later than __ ~ __ /4_:;>_~--.7--i£-.. ________ _ 

Special Notes: See also Project f! _____ ....,. _____ ...;.. ________ _ 

. . ................................................................................ 

UVIEWER RESPONSE: Division Game and Fish Div, Date 1 2 / 2 1 / 7 6 

(Check one, use extra sheet if necessary) 

There 1s --- no divisional involvement in this project. If yes, 
---

explain? ---------------------------------
There are are no additional requirements the applicant must meet 

--- ---
vith this division. If yes, explain? --------------------

. (Check one) . 

This division will not comment due to inadequate staff time available . 
. . 

. Thi• proposal does not fall vithin che scope of interest or mission of 

this division. 

Thi• prop,,s,'\l is considered to be consistent with those State goals, 

policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with 

vhich this division is concerned. 

cific co:":l:':'l en t s zi r t h _ • The Game and Fish Division ..h as 

no objections to this nom inati on . 

**********ft********* 

Thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner 

x 

-------
or his E;xecutivc /.ssist.:int b~cause ----- ----------------
Rlf~ :csd I 



NR Data Sheet
1

DATE I
Reviewer INITIALSi

NR DOE SEP 19. 1977

NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: 

OTHER KAKES;

Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost

location:
STHEETti NUMBER

OTY.TOWN

ST*« Georgia

Central Ave. between Wall St. and Railroad Ave.
Atlanta congressional district 5 th :':v ‘'Vi' ■;

VICINITY OF
COUNTY

Fulton
code

121
OWNER OF property: (Circle) private (stm^ local govt municipal county other

:
ATLANTIC MIDWEST

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME):

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID

SOUTm-ffiST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTffl'IEST

features: INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS
_ Substantially intact-1 _ Substantially intact-2 .— Substantially intact-3
_ unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _ unknown -6
_ not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ cable-9

—Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0
i^xetLUNT -DETERIORATED t^NALTERED “IIo^NALSITE

—0000 —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed —Unknown

—Unexcavated -Excavated

access- „_____

CONDITION-

Yes-restricted C;^^ur.restrictep No access unknown

historic district? yes

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IP YES, NAME:

YES (£) ■'1

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
’ IF YES, NAME:

YES (5)
ADAPTIVE use; YES Saved ? YES HO

FUNCTION (S); (use vocabulary words)

tben- r

now-

significance:
'I..'I

—AfiCHCOtOGVPREMISTORlC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
AGRICULTURE
ARCHITECTURE
ART
AOMWERCE
AOMMUNICATiONS

Claims

^CONSERVATION
ACONOMICS

ADU CATION
ANGINEERING
AXnORATION.
—INDUSTRY
ANVENTION

^UNOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AEUGION 
AAW/Gov't/pOlitiCS —SCIENCE 
—UTERATURE 
—MILITARY 
—MUSIC 
—PHILOSOPHY 
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

__SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—TRANSPORTATION 
*!irOTHER ISPEOFY)

■first’-’ YES **oldest’-’ YES NO "only I?

- —entertainment
_health
_recreation
—settlement 
—socio/cultural 
—urban & commun 

planning

YES NO

• 

NR Data 
NAMEAS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: 

OTHER NJl.n:S : 

LOCATION: 

DATE1 
'Reviewer 

NR 

INITIALS, 

DOE sEi>· 1 s. ·wn 

Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost 

STIIEET I NUMBER Central Ave. between Wall St. and Railroad Ave. 

CITY. TOWN Atlanta CONGRE::;,soUNAL DISTRICT 5th 
-VICINITY OF 

STATE Georgia 13 COUNTY 

Fulton 
code 

121 

OW~'ER OF PROPERTY! ccirclel PRIVATE ~ LOCAL GOV I T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME) : ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC ~ MIDWEST 

SOUTID'lEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

FEATURES: INTERIOR 
_ Substantially intact-1 
_ unknown- 4 
_ not applicable - 7 

EXTERIOR 
_ Subst ant i ally intact-2 

U."1knO'wn .-5 = not applicable - 8 

ENVIRONS 
--Substantially intact-3 
_unknown -6 
_ Net appljca.l::le-9 

~ LLENT 

_GOOD 

-FAIR 

-Interio:-, . exterior, cnvi:-?ns not intact-0 
_[)ETER IORATEO ~ LTEREO 

...--
CONDITION-

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 
_tinexcavaten 

-ALTERED 
_ iteconstructed 
-Excavated 

-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED 
_Unknown 

ACCESS - Yes-res~ricted Yes-ur.restricte No access Unknown ... 

historic district? YES NO 

WITHIN NATIONAL R!%ISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES , NAME : 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

ADAPTIVE USE; YES 

FUNCTION (S): (use vbcabulary words) 

then-

now-

SIGNIFICANCE: 

NO 

YES 

Saved? 

YES 

YES 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

_ CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_ EXl'LORA TION. 

_JNOUSTRY 

_JNVENTION 

_v.NOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-lAW/Gov' t'/politics _SCIENCE 

·-LITERATURE 
-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_f'OLITICSIGOVERNMENT 

_$0CIAUHUMANITARIAN 

NO 

__ entertainment 
_health 
_recreation 
_settlement 
_socio/cultural 
_ urban & commun 

planning 

.. first~ YES NO u oldest~ YES NO ''only~ YEs NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.* 

architec^m .builder; 
landscap^garden designer;
interior decorator; 

ETHNIC group; 

NAMES;

■ ■ n-'-T-*' jrrB * - engineer;
artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor;
9 V'' ':-9iq*r'■ ' :r,v .

r':t-

(label role 
&

appropriate date)

personal rilq-'ro;'

■■ .,rr-v-

events

institutional

dates; date of construction (Specific date or 1/4 of century): f 8^‘f3L - /%'S~0

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

source; (OF NOMINATION) 

OTHER

PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

FEDERAL 'AGENCY:

acreage; (to nearest tenth of an acre) r:

COMMENTS; (include architectural information here)

:i
I

% ■<!

SIGNIFICANCE;(maximum two sentences);E.(maximinn two sentences) > l J /

• “'s,r“rr~~vv; "iaiiu'air:
vl

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! 

architecVm.builder: . 

lands ca pef garden designer: 
interior decorator: 

ETIINIC GROUP: 

NAMES: 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

P.ersonal 

events 

institutional 

engineer: 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor: 

DATES! DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): / ~~;;_ - /'t"o'D 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

SOU;RCE! (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL 

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY: 

ACREAGE: (to nearest tenth of an acre) ~ ~ 

COMMENTS: (include architectural information here) 

COUNTY 

~ &-.doel S~ ~ ~ ~ 

SIGNIFICANCE:cmaximum two sentences> ~n,_u_ .._ \ ..L . ·- .• .a.u.a.A -L.,. ~ ..,._ 
~~~~~T~ou 
~~. 

• 



MARK WILLIAMS 
COMM IS SIONER. 

February 27, 2019 

National Park Service 
Attn: Alexis Abernathy 

HISTORI C PRESERVAT ION D IVISION 

National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C St, NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

RE: Western and Atl antic Railroad Zero Milepos t; Atlanta, Fulton County 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

DR. DAVID CRASS 
D IVI SION DIRECTOR 

We are requesting remova l from the National Register of Hi storic Places of the abo ve-referenced object 
in Fulton County, Georgia. The object was listed in the National Register of Hi sto ri c P laces in 1977. 
Please see the enclosed newspaper aiticle and press re lease referencing its remova l from its hi storic 
locat ion. The property ow ne r and city officials have been notified and did not comment. 

T hank you for your attention to thi s matte r. 

V/r 

Dr. David Crass 
Hi storic Preservati on Division Direc tor/Deputy SHPO 

Cc: 

Enclosures: 

Lisa De line, NPS 

Ruch, John . "Zero Mile Post Moves to Atlanta History Center." Reporter NeH·spapers, 10 
Nov. 20 18. 

Press Re lease, Atlanta History Center, "Zero Mile Post, On e of At/an.ta 's !Vlost Significant 
Artifacts, Relocated to the Atlanta History Center." 29 Oct. 2018 

26 10 GA H WY 155, SW I TO KBRlDGE, GA3028 I 
770.389 .7844 I FAX 770.389 .7878 I WWW.GEORG IAS HPO.ORG 



I 
ATLA NTA 

HI STORY I C N T R 

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Howard Pousner, 404.814.4033 

H Pousner@Atla nta H istoryCe nte r.com 

Interviews Available Upon Request 

ZERO MILE POST, ONE OF ATLANTA'S MOST SIGNIFICANT ARTIFACTS, RELOCATED TO THE ATLANTA 
HISTORY CENTER 

--1850s Western & Atlantic Railroad marker around which Atlanta grew will be paired with the restored 1856 
Texas locomotive in a new exhibition designed to tell the city's origin story --

ATLANTA, GA, October 29, 2018 -The Zero Mile Post, an irreplaceable artifact of Atlanta's railroad history, 
has a new home: the Atlanta History Center. 

The Georgia Building Authority has agreed to a five-year renewable license agreement with the Atlanta 
History Center to preserve and interpret the Zero Mile Post, which was installed in the 1850s to mark the 
Southern terminus of the Western & Atlantic Railroad . The site, near the Georgia Freight Depot, was used to 
determine the city center of Atlanta in 1842. 

The Georgia Building Authority and the Atlanta History Center share the same goals in the relocation of the 
Zero Mile Post: to protect it for the future and to secure it in a safer place; to increase the visibility of and 
access to the Zero Mile Post for all citizens, especially school children, allowing the History Center to tangibly 
illustrate Atlanta's origin story; and to preserve the original downtown site. 

The Zero Mile Post has been carefully and successfully relocated to the History Center from the Georgia 
Building Authority's property located underneath the Central Avenue Bridge. It will go on public view when 
the 1856 Texas locomotive and its accompanying exhibition, Locomotion: Railroads and the Making of 
Atlanta, debut on Saturday, November 17, 2018. The new Rollins Gallery at the Atlanta History Center 
features a wall of glass windows facing West Paces Ferry Road, allowing the Zero Mile Post and the Texas 
locomotive to be viewed day and night, when it is dramatically illuminated. 

"The Atlanta History Center is honored to have the opportunity to preserve, protect, and present the Zero 
Mile Post in an environment that can offer meaningful interpretation of the artifact's significance," said 
Atlanta History Center President and CEO Sheffield Hale. "Positioning the Zero Mile Post beside the recently 
restored Texas locomotive, one of the two remaining Western & Atlantic locomotives [the other being the 
General] that would have passed by that very mile post scores of times during its service offers valuable 
interpretive possibilities. Railroads built and created Atlanta, and these two objects tell Atlanta's origin story 
like no others." 

Usu.ally placed along rail lines at each mile, markers informed train crews where they were along a specific 
route . The Zero Mile Post's crown is pyramidal, and one side of the marker is engraved with "W&A RR 00" -
the W & A indicating the Western & Atlantic Railroad and the double-zero designating the beginning of the 
rail line. The other side of the marker is engraved "W&A RR 138." 

When removed from the ground, entirely exposed, the marker measures 7 feet 5 inches, and weighs 
approximately 800 pounds. And that is how the Atlanta History Center will display it. Original plans were to 
dig a hole to place the Zero Mile Marker post as it originally was, with only 42 inches exposed. However, 
once the post was safely transferred to the Rollins Gallery, and rolled up beside the Texas locomotive, the 
History Center saw an opportunity to present the full scale of Atlanta's origin artifact. 



One of the opportunities guests have in the new Locomotion exhibition is to climb aboard the cab of the 
Texas, and view the 7-plus foot artifact from the cab, providing a whole new large-scale perspective to these 
Atlanta icons. 

Secured inside a building behind a locked fence, Zero Mile Post was last accessible to the public in 1994 when 
the structure served as a passenger depot for the New Georgia Railroad, a tourist rail line that ceased 
operation. Access to the Zero Mile Post was limited in recent years to appointments approved by the Georgia 
Building Authority. The original marble marker is fragile -- any outdoor location would expose it to the 
elements and potential for vandalism, and endanger its survival. 

To mark the Zero Mile Post's original site, the Georgia Building Authority had a surveyor mark the exact GPS 
coordinates of the old marker's location, and will install a replica of the Zero Mile Post there that has long 
been displayed at the Atlanta History Center. The Georgia Historical Society will provide an interpretive 
marker to accompany the replica post downtown. The marker and replica post will be positioned along 
sidewalks that will be constructed around the original site, increasing the visibility and awareness of this 
preserved historic spot on a daily basis, something that could not be done previously. The building that 
housed the Zero Mile Post is slated for demolition before the end of 2018, leaving the location and the 
replica easily accessible to the public. 

"Working with the Atlanta History Center to secure an option that protects the Zero Mile Post for generations 
to come and puts it with a trusted guardian that will utilize the artifact daily to tell the history of Atlanta's 
beginning is a win-win for Georgians," said Steve Stancil, State Property Officer, serving as Executive Director 
of the Georgia Building Authority and State Properties Commission. "We are also grateful to the History 
Center for being excellent partners and providing us with a replica that preserves and highlights the 
significance of the spot where the original Zero Mile Post once stood." 

Relocating original artifacts for protection and preservation and replacing them with replicas is a common 
practice, particularly in cases where they are subject to outdoor elements. Museums throughout Europe 
engage in the practice of moving historically significant but fragile artifacts, such as Michelangelo's David, to 
indoor sites and placing replicas in the original location, Hale noted . By doing this, the artifact is preserved, 
but the historical significance of the location is also acknowledged . 

In addition to viewing the Zero Mile Post and Texas locomotive, guests will be able to view the Solomon 
Luckie Lamppost on display in the adjacent gallery as part of the exhibition Cyc/orama: The Big Picture, 
opening February 22, 2019. 

Originally placed downtown to provide gas lighting during the same 1850s time period as the Zero Mile Post, 
the Luckie Lamppost was preserved because of its scarred metal from shelling during the Battle of Atlanta. It 
is called the Luckie Lamppost in remembrance of Solomon Luckie, a free African-American barber who, 
according to various accounts, was fatally injured while standing nearby during the shelling by shrapnel from 
the shell or a broken-off piece of the lamppost. 

"These are the three great Atlanta icons, period," Hale said. "The Zero Mile Post, the Solomon Luckie 
Lam post, and Texas locomotive, present a triad of iconic artifacts indicative of the founding of Atlanta and its 
expansion during the Civil War and beyond. At the Atlanta History Center, they will prompt a rich discussion 
for generations to come about the many facets of our collective history." 

ABOUT THE ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER 

Founded in 1926, the Atlanta History Center is an all-inclusive, 33-acre destination featuring the Atlanta History Museum, one 
of the nation's largest history museums; three historic houses -- the 1920s Swan House, the 1860s Smith Family Farm, and the 
1830s Wood Family Cabin; Goizueta Gardens; the Kenan Research Center; the Grand Overlook event space; a museum shop; a 
Souper Jenny cafe; and a BRASH coffee shop. In addition, the History Center welcomes visitors to Margaret Mitchell House at 
Atlanta History Center Midtown. The Atlanta History Center is open 10 am-5:30 pm Mondays-Saturdays and noon-
5:30 pm Sundays {ticket sales until 4:30 pm daily} . Parking is free. For more information, please call 404.814.4000 or visit 

AtlantaHistoryCenter.com. 
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The Zero Mi le Post, a histor ic stone ra ilroad marker of the city's 

center since the 1850s, has been moved to the Atlanta History 

Center from its long- inaccessible downtown site. The marker wi ll 

join the famous locomotive the "Texas" in its long-awa ited exh ibi t 

debut on Nov. 17. 

Wh ether the Zero Mi le Post wi ll remain at the History Center 

permanently or return to its downtown spot is sti ll an open 

question, acco rding to the Georgia Build ing Authority, which owns 

the marker. Meanwhile, the agency is doing a swap with th e 

History Center, loan ing the original marker in exchange for a 

rep li ca that will be insta ll ed in th e downtown spot, which is being 

reconfigured for publi c accessibi lity. 

"Some different things are in play, so we' ll see if it makes more 

sense for it to remain at the History Center," sa id Bu ilding 

Authority spokesperson Morgan Smith-Williams. But under the 

current five-year loan agreement, she said, the center "will do a 

great j ob of connect ing [the Zero Mil e Post] to the larger story" of 

Atl anta's rai lroad past. 

The Zero Mi le Post move cements the History Center's status as a 

repository for key artifacts left homeless by Atlanta's 

redeve lopment. The gigantic "Batt le of Atlanta" cyclorama 
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A pub licity photo of the Zero Mile Post, removed from the 

ground and laid on its side, at the Atlanta History Center. 

(Spec ial) 

painting 

was 

moved 

from Grant 

Park to the 

center last 

year, and 

wi ll go on 

display in a 

custom 

circu lar 

bui lding 

starting on 

Feb. 22. 

The 

"Texas," an 

1856 

locomotive 

, came 

from Grant 

Park, too . 

And 

recently 

the center 

acquired 

the Civil 

War-scarred Solomon Luckie lamppost, which long stood in 

Underground Atlanta downtown. 

"These are the three grea t Atlanta icons, period," sa id Sheffi eld 

Hale, the History Ce nter's president and CEO, in a press release. 

"The Zero Mile Post, t he So lomon Luck ie Lamppost and 'Texas' 

locomotive present a triad of iconic art ifacts indicative of th e 

found ing of Atlanta and its expansion during the Civil War and 

beyond. At the Atl anta History Center, they wi ll prompt a rich 

discussion for generat ions to come about the many facets of our 

collective history." 

Not everyone is happy with the move. Jeff Morrison, an architect 

who occasiona lly leads history tours in downtown, complained 

about the move's secrecy and said that the marker did not need 

to be re located to be saved, noting it survived the Civil War, 

among other massive changes. 

"The Atlanta History Center has done more to damage the 

milepost than even General Sherman," Morrison said in an emai l. 

" ... If the Georgia Bu ild ing Authority had made any effort to engage 

the commun ity for input, any number of better so lut ions cou ld 

have been imagined. The fact that the Atlanta History Center 

insisted on keeping the agreement secret until the deed was done 

ill ustrates that they knew there wou ld be significant criticism." 
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The Zero Mile Post was a mile marker for the Western & At lantic 

Railroad, the line that the city of Atlanta developed around . 

Specifi ca lly, it marked the start of the lin e, and was used to mark 

the city's geograph ica l center. The marker was moved a few times, 

but had been on its downtown spot since the 1850s, Smith­

Williams sa id . 

It stood for so long that development happened around it. 

Eventually it was shrouded by parking decks around 90 Centra l 

Avenue and the street's bridge. In th e 1990s, the state 

constructed a bu ilding around it as part of its long-gone New 

Georgia Rai lroad, a tourist-trip train. The building later became a 

Georgia State Patrol precinct and then was vacant for many years. 

That left the Zero Mile Post virtua lly inaccessible, with the genera l 

public only being able to see it through a window. 

Th e Zero Mile Post in its cu rrent location in 201 2. 

Uimhodgson/Wi kimedia Commons) 

The opportun ity for a move has come as th e state plans to 

demolish th e bu ilding by year's end. Moving the Zero Mile Post 

ensured its safety and preservation . Th e state and the History 

Center cut a deal earli er th is year and dug up the marker last 

month under the signed agreement, which swore the state to 

secrecy until after the marker was moved. 

At the History Center, the marker will be on view in a publi c 

ga ll ery - and in a way it has never been seen since the 1850s. 

While stand ing about 42 inches above ground, the post is actua lly 

7-feet-5-inches long, w ith its bulk buried securely in the earth at 

its downtown spot. For the move, th e History Center had it 

excavated, and decided to di splay it at fu ll length rather than 

re burying it. The marker is being installed upright, but unburied, 

according to t he History Center. 

The marker will be displayed alongside th e "Texas," which is also 

an artifact from the Western & Atlant ic. 
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The Zero Mi le Post being arranged for display at th e Atlanta 

History Center. (Special) 

"Positio 

ning 

the 

Zero 

Mile 

Post 

beside 

th e 

recent ly 

restore 

d Texas 

locomo 

tive, 

one of 

the two 

remaini 

ng 

Weste r 

n & 

Atlantic 

locomo 

tives 

that 

would 

have 

passed by that very mile post sco res of times during its se rv ice, 

offers valuable in terpret ive possibili t ies," sa id Hale in the press 

re lease. "Rai lroads built and created At lanta, and these two 

objects te ll Atlanta's origin story like no others." 

Meanwhil e, back at the origina l Central Ave nue spot, the rep lica 

Zero Mil e Post wi ll be set up around January. With the old building 

gone, it will be far more accessible, with sidewa lks added to make 

it so. Th e replica marker - which the History Center will de liver 

once the site is ready - will be given some kind of pro tective 

cover and an official Georgia Historica l Society explanatory sign, 

sa id Smith -Williams. 

The five-year lease agreement appears to be done at no cost to 

the History Center, accord ing to a copy of th e contract provided 

by the Bui lding Authority. The dea l can be renewed as we ll as 

ca nce led. The big quest ion, sa id Smith-Wi lliams, is whether there 

is "adequate fund ing" to return the marker to its original location 

and with suitable protect ion. 

Correction: A previous version of this story incorrectly reported that 

the Zero Mile Post would be displayed at the Atlanta History Center 

laid on its side, as shown in one publicity photo, rather than vertically. 
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