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Qname

A>MHisTORic  Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost

FOR NPS

LB

AND/OR COMMON
Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost

[LOCATION

STREETS NUMBER On-We«tem-and-At4.antic-right“of--way-at. Central Ave. (old Loyd St.)

between Wall St. and Railroad Ave. —NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Atlanta VIGINTY OF 5th - Andrew Young
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Georgia 13 Fulton 121
QCcLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT JLpublic -OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE ~ —MUSEUM
—BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL  —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE  ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
-JSDBJECT —_IN PROCESS —_YES: RESTRICTED —_GOVERNMENT  —SCIENTIFIC
— BEING CONSIDERED X-YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL XtRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —OTHER:

Qowner of property

State of Georgia, State Properties Commission, Mr. David Benson

STREET & NUMBER . .
7 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr.

STATE
CiT. TOWN Atlanta vicinity of Georgia 30334
Qlocation of legal description
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC, Fulton County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER
160 Pryor St.

CITY, TOWN STATE
Atlanta Georgia
[1REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE

—FEDERAL —STATE COUNTY LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN STATE



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED ?Lunaltered 10RIGINALSITE
—_GOOD —_RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE.
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Zero Milepost is a stone marker measuring 42" in height, 12" on two sides
and 11" on two sides. The crown is pyramidal. The inscription "W & A RR 138"
is roughly carved into one side and "W & A RR 00" on anoth™r. The lower 12"
of the marker are now enclosed by a large, square concrete base and iron posts
with railings, which were added for protective purposes.

A Georgia Historical Commission marker providing a brief history of the
Railroad stands just outside the railing.

Jisi I .1 lcj-\ -ixc 1 Arr.2 c.



SIGNIFICANCE 3

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTARIC  —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 — ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER

Jfi 800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY X-TRANSPORTATION
—1900- — COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X-OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION Histo ry
SPECIFIC DATES 1842-1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Zero Milepost is significant in two areas of history; transportation and
local history. This stone milepost marks the southeastern terminus of the state-
owned Western and Atlantic Railroad. It was this railroad that provided the
impetus for the beginning and subsequent growth of the city of Atlanta. More
specifically, this milepost marks the center of the city from which the city

limits were measured.

Legislation creating the Western and Atlantic Railroad was enacted in 1836
although the idea of a state-owned railroad in Georgia had been mentioned as early
as 1826. Then, in 1835-36, word came that a new rail line would be constructed
from CHiarleston to Cincinnati that could pass through north Georgia. However,
by the time a convention was held to discuss this possibility, it was too late.

The proposed Georgia route had been discarded in favor of a route through Tennessee.
Another convention was then held in Georgia and it was decided that the State of
Georgia would build its own railroad through the center cf the state and allow
private, branch lines to join with it. Had Georgia participated in the Charleston
and Cincinnati project, the Western and Atlantic and the city of Atlanta itself

may never have existed.

Governor Wilson Lumpkin initiated the idea for the W and A but, as his teina
ended in 1835, his plana had to be enacted by the new governor, William Schley,
who appointed Colonel Abbott Hall Brisbane to survey north Georgia. When the
Legislature met in November of 1836, a bill to construct a railroad at state
expense was introduced and passed, 76-65. A major spokesman in the Legislature
on this bill was Alexander H. Stephens, a freshman legislator ~o made his maiden
speech for this bill and went on to become Congressman, Vice-President of the
Confederacy and Governor.

No specific locations of terminal points were named but generally they were
to be on the Tennessee line near the Tennessee River at or near Rossville and then
in a direct route to the southeastern bank of the Chattahoochee River. The 1836
Act stated further that the "said railroad shall be known and distinguished as the
Western and Atlantic Railroad of the State of Georgia." The annual appropriation
was set at $360,000, $60,000 of which was for surveying and locating the road.
Colonel Stephen Harriman Long was hired to survey and build the road on May 12, 1837.
He had previously taught mathematics, surveyed the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and

written Railroad Manual.
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NAME/TITLE
Martha F. Norwood, Research Associate
ORGANIZATION . . D_ATE .
Ga. Dept, of Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Section 1/4/77
STREETS, NUMBER . TELEPHONE
270 Washington St., Room 703 (404) 656-2840
CITY OR TOWN STATE )
Atlanta Georgia 30334

Estate historic preservation officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS;

NATIONAL__ STATE X LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the NatiojiaLRegister and certify that it h"been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Pads*rviceA
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The southeastern teimnus was originally located at Pittman's Ferry in
Gwinnett County but it was soon found to be unfeasible and the point was relocated
at Montgomery's Ferry at Old Fort Gilmer and the Standing Peachtree. It was then
decided that the line should extend south of the river in order to provide a better
location for lines to Athens, Madison, Milledgeville and Forsyth to connect with
the Western and Atlantic. This provision was in an amendment to the 1836 Act and
was passed in December of 1837. It stated that the line would continue "to some
point not exceeding eight miles, as shall be most eligible for running branch
roads..." The southeastern terminus was then moved to Land Lot 78, District 14,
DeKalb County. [This area became Fulton County on December 17, 1853.] This point
would be between the present Forsyth and Magnolia Streets. After construction
began in 1838, discussion continued on the location of the southeastern terminus.
Then, in 1842, a new and final point was established, only 1200 feet from the
previous point, in the northeast comer of Land Lot 77, 14th District, DeKalb,
later Fulton, County. This point was located at Loyd Street, now Central Avenue,
between Alabama and Decatur Streets by surveys by C.F.M. Garnett and F.C. Arms.

In 1850 the zero milepost was Implanted at this location. Today it stands on
this same point but is under the Central Avenue viaduct between Wall Street

and Railroad Avenue. (See Vincent's Map of Atlanta, 1853, Attached) The mile-
posts were placed in 1850 by Bodwell E. Wells, Civil Engineer for the railroad,
who later testified that he "...began locating mile posts sometime in the fall

of 1850. | ascertained the initial point by measuring and obtaining the center
of the south line of the State Square, \diich was the north line of Loyd Street,
and using a map furnished me by the Chief Engineer that was made by F.C. Armes..."

A five acre tract including the point was donated to the state by Samuel
Mitchell in 1842 which cillowed for the erection of the depot buildings. A small
settlement had already appeared as early as 1836 and was known as Terminus. When
the final point was located, a town was laid out and named Marthasville in honor
of Governor Lumpkin's youngest daughter. The five acre tract was called State
Square. The first train ran from Marthsaville to Marietta on December 24, 1842
but regular service did not begin until 1845. By 1845, Marthasville had grown
significantly. The railroad officials thought the name unfitting and began calling
their depot Atlanta. In December of 1845, the name was officially changed to
Atlanta and the city limits defined as one mile in every direction from the state
depot.

From this small, straggling railroad town of 1845 has grown one of the largest
metropolitan cities in the country. Zero Milepost stands as a reminder of these
early railroad days and the birth of a city.

GPO 892 455
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ZERO
MILEPOST
* (Collection of Franklin M. Garrett)
Vincent’s old (1S53) map of Atlanta as reprinted in Hopkins' Atlas of Atlanta, 1$78, This
is the earliest extant complete map of the city. The “Note” and ”N.B.” w”e added upon
republication in the 1878 Atlas. Explanation at top added by the writer of this history
MAR 2 31977 >
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(Rev. 10-74!
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

PATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION

CITY, TOWN ~ Atlanta _VICINITYOF  Fulton COUNTY

Georgia STATE

MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE U.S.G.S. Northwest Atlanta Quadrangle

SCALE  1:24,000 date 1954

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT! 3464-78









National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



Property western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost

State G Work! ng Number 3.23.77.469 IiOOquS
TECHNICAL CONTJIOL
Photos —L------

Maps  /, SACdtcl
HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

UfldvrtcJU
sgTu.n;
ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER
Inventory

N Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

p eiz
i ver T-1 <-77

KEEPER

2
National Register Write-up --------------- Send-back Entered  SEP 19 137
Federal Register Entry //7"/-17- Re-submit

INTI210e_ 74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7



Mfdtimtnt m Adhmd

Office of Planning and Research

270 WASHINGTON ST.. S.W. | |
\

2Jo« p. '(Eiiimer ATLANTA. GEORGIA 3033A
COMMISSIONCA (404) 656-5160
(HljarlcB ~arrisJf, HI
\3A
OIVtSION OtRCCTOR RhCeI\J )
Mar 27 197

. \ tcv 22."" A1 p
national
REGISTER jA—)'t

State Historic Preservation Officer
Department of Natural Resources

270 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Gentlemen:
I understand that you intend to nominate Zero Milepost, Atlanta,
Fulton County to the National Register

of Historic Places which includes or effects property in my o”enership. By
my signature below | hereby give you permission to proceed with this nomination.

Sincerely,

2.2.
Date

l do / _/ or 1 do not /Sc/ request a public hearing be held regarding the
proposed nomination. (Please check the appropriate block).

N1T776
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AEpartment of transportation
ate af Georgia

THOM@S D. MORELAND

CMMISAYORC Z dapitol Mquare HAL RtVES
“TATC HIOHWAY CNOINEER . ASST. STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER
EMORY C. PARRISH “tlartta, (isorgm 30334 PAN R EASRER ~Y

DOAJTY COMMISSIONER

December 2, 1976

Mr. David M. Sherman, Chief
Historic Preservation Section
Department of Natural Resources
270 Washington Street, S. W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Mr. Sherman:

In reference to your Notice of November 17, 1976, we have reviewed
the information on the proposed nomination of the Zero Milepost in
Fulton County to the National Register of Historic Places.

We find no approved transportation plan or proposed project which
would have an affect on the site. However, it is requested that the
highway rights of way not be included in the nomination.

Yours very truly.

Russell L. Chapman, jJE,~ P. E.
Director of Preconstruction

RLC/bl
cc: Mr. Floyd E. Hardy
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Department of sSS

Planning and Public Affairs m arta

1300 Equitable Building
100 Peachtree Street. N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

'l
January 24, 1977
Mr. David Sherman, Chief
Historic Preservation Section
Office of Planning and Research
Department of Natural Resources
270 Washington Street, Southwest
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Subject: Zero Milepost, Underground Atlanta (SD271)
Dear Mr. Sherman:
There will be construction work in the area around the Zero
Milepost monument, but none of this activity will directl
affect it. Precautions will be taken so as not to distur
the site.
Sincerely yours.
Richard M. Steiger
Manager of Urban Design
RMS:EAG:etc 'Sm
r-: u*r '
i 2 a'l2'7 y

Meiropotitan Allania Rapid Transit Authority
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JIB Setter (F.Pn), Claude Hascinps (CiF). Bill Clark (EiW),
Lonice Barrett (PBMS), :rure Macilreeor (OPR), Holly Miller,

Jane:.. Talley, Pacrieia Uorneyer

FROM: Ray Slewerc (404) 636-4S10 DATE:
SUBJECTT: IF\elquEliJﬁsCtaIioornR;\Q'Les*—o’\Attache’\Project
Applicant:

Frojict: .2 »~7 K .

federal Agency:
lotir cotnaencs are due no later than

Special Notes: See also Project # _

eW***e********e*****e e**e**e e*e*e***********e**e**e*e**<f********************

N\
BEVIEWER RESPONSE: Division PW Date
(Check one, use extra shee®;!T necessary)

There is divisional involvement in this project. If yes.
explain?

There are are no additional requirements the applicant must meet
vith this division. If yes, explain?

(Check one)

This division vIU not comment due to inadequate staff time available.

This proposal does not fall within the scope of Interest or mission of
this division.

This proposal is considered to be consistent with those State goals,
policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with
vhich this division is concerned.

‘Specific comments are attached.

(<4***44***A4A4*A****
Thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner
- - - «
or his Executive Assistant because

EHStesd

i
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Jit: SeCJcr (F.PD), Claude Hnr;tinps (C&F), Bill Clark (1iW),

Lonlco CurrctC (PuHS), ;;nire Tlactlrceor (OPR), Holly Miller, fe
Janes Taiicy, Pacricla Uorncyer
FROM: Ray Slcuert (404) 656-4S10 oate: [I11717C

SUBJECT: Request for Rcv]"->-of Attached Proj/e\c'fJ

Notlficatioa # ™
Applicant:
Project:

Federal Agency:
Your cocnents are due no later than of

Special Notes: See also Project # _

eW**************************************************************************

EEVIEWER RESPONSE: Division Date

(Check one, use extra sheet i1t necessary)

There is Nnodivisional involvement in this project. If yes,
explain? | —
There are arc no additional requirements the applicant must meet

with this division. If yes, explain?
R o S o S R o

(Check one)

This division will not comment due to inadequate staff time available.

This proposal does not fall within the scope of interest or mission of \V

this division. «
o*f
This proposal is considered to be consistent with those State goals,
policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with

which this division is concerned.

Specific connents are attached.

>
Thifl project should receive the attention of the Commissioner
or his Executive Assistant because «

RHS:esd /
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Jia Setter (HPD), Claude Hastinpa (CiF), Bill Clark (1-J.W), m
Lonice EarretC (PiUS), :rucc Macilrcuor (OPR), Holly Miller, L].I
Janes Talley, Tacrieia Earneyer

FROM: Ray Siewert (404) 656-4310 pate: NI/ 7N 1;

SU3JECT: Request for ReviG!*-of Attached Project,
notification

| //er “ “
Applicant:

Project;

Federal Agency;
Tour cocaents are due no later than

Special Notes: See also Project 5

**e*e***e**e**e**e*'k*'k*e***********(<*****e*e****'k****e**e*e**** M *'k**e******

7

REVIEWER RESPONSE; Division Date /

(Check one, use extra sheet iIf necessary) /

There is Nnodivisional Involvement in this project. If yes,
explain?

There are are no additional requirements’ the applicant mxist meet
with this division. If yes, explain?

. (Check one)

This division will not comment due to Inadequate staff time available. ]

This proposal does not fall within the scope of Interest or mission of
this division.

This proposal is considered to be consistent with those State goals,
policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with
which this division is concerned.

Specific corrr.ents are attached.

*******(<**A*iv**AA**<(
Thin project should receive the attention of the Commissioner
or his Executive Assistant because

RHS:csd 7/
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Jin Setter i7.2Ti)» ClauJo Kascinps (CiF), Sill Cinr.< (liV.),
Lonicc Carrots (?61iS), :riK-c rua”rcuor (OrR), llollj*MalL.cr,.
Janes Talley, i'acrieia liar.r.eyeiT ar- e

DATE, /¥//7 /™™

FTIIM: Ray Siewert (a04) 65G-40l0

: : RecMuesc for 2,0j*.Wi- m.S
SInUECT: ’

I lloclflcacion — ——"——~_~— NOV 2 9 1975

Applicant; /™-ST
mproject:

federal Agency;

TTour coEsaents are due no later than

Special Notes: See also Project #

JEVIELER RESPONSE:  Division ~ come and Fish Div.o Bate_12/21/76

(Check one, use extra sheet if necessary)

a
YaQve Is nodivisional involven-ent in this project. If yes,
explain? —_— —
additional requirements' the applicant must meet
There are are no

with this division. If yes, explain?
*hkAhkkhkkhkAhkkkkhkkkkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkiiik

-(Check one)
This division will not comment due to inadequate staff tine available.

This proposal docs not fall within the scope of interest or mission of
this division. : :
This proposal is considered to bo consistent with those State coals,

policies, objectives, plans, procrams and fiscal resources with
which this division is concerned.

Specific comments arc attached. The Game and Fish Division has
no objections to this nomination.

* *ft *hkhkkhk A A AA *hkkkx

Thin project should receive the .attention of the Commissioner

b * hlii h<;ecuCivc — — -



<< >

All

Jin Sctser (F.Pn), Claude Hastinps (C&F). Bill Clark (FEW),
Lonice Barrett (Pi.HS), Bruce Maei'.reeor (OFR), Helly Miller,

Janes Talley, raCrleia Uarneyer

Ray SiewerC (a04) 656-4S10 DATE: // ~
FROM:

SUBJECT: >f Attached Project

. NOV 2 9,976
Applicant: //€T

RECaVeD "'c 2' _ ,

Project:

Federal Agency:
Tour cotaaents are due no later than

Special Notes: See also Project # .

@ SH FFAAF IS K ok S Selsiaiaiaieisiaioiaialoolataiolel alalelel
REVIEWER RESPONSE: Division _~ Game and Fish Div, bate 12/21/76
(Check one, use extra sheet if necessary)

There is Nnodivisional involvement in this project. If yes,
explain?

. . n :
There are are no additional requirement™ the applicant must meet

with this division. If yes, explain?

(Check one)

This division will not comment due to inadequate staff time available.

This proposal does not fall within the scope of Interest or mission of
this division.

This proposal is considered to be consistent with those State goals,
policies, objectives, plans, programs and fiscal resources with

which this division is concerned.

Specific cerr-.ents are actneh-*d. The Game and Fish Division has
no objections to tnis nomination.
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DATEI

N R Da-ta S heet Re\l\lli:wer HI:(I)?ALSSiEP 19. 1977

NAMEAS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero Milepost

OTHER KAKES;

location:.
STHEETHi NUMBER Central Ave. between Wall St. and Railroad Ave.
OTY.TOWN Atlanta congressional district 5th y o
ST*« Georgia YIemITYoF COUNTY code
Fulton 121

OWNER OF property: (Circle) private (stm“™ local govt municipal county other

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME):
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC MIDWEST
SOUTM-ffiST  ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST  PACIFIC NORTlIEST

featu reS: INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS
__Substantially intact-1 _ Substantially intact-2 — Substantially intact-3
__unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 __unknown -6
_ not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ cable-9
—Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0
CONDITION- i"xetLUNT -DETERIORATED t*"NALTERED “llo~"NALSITE
—0000 —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed —Unknown
—Unexcavated -Excavated
access- Yes-restricted C;™Mur.restrictep No access unknown
historic district? yes
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES
IP YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES 5
" IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE use; YES Saved ? YES HO
FUNCTION (S); (use vocabulary words)
tben- r
now-
significance:
—AfICHCOIOGVPREMISTORIC ~UNOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AEUGION i
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC "CONSERVATION AAW/Gov't/pOIitiCS —SCIENCE ) —ﬁntelr;]alnment
AGRICULTURE ACONOMICS —UTERATURE __healt i
ARCHITECTURE ADUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN :rs%ct:t'ig%:ec)nq
ART ANGINEERING —MusIC H / |t |
AOMWERCE AXNORATION. —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION _S%CIO &Cu ura
AOMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICSIGOVERNMENT  +iitOTHER ISPEOFY) —ur anl commun
ANVENTION p annlng

Claims

mfirst-’ YES **oldest-" YES NO "onlyl? ves o



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.*

architecm .builder;
i I n--T-* B *- engineer;

N\ .
landscap”garden designer; artist/artisan:

interior decorator; builder/contractor:;

':-9ig*ra R AV

ETHNIC group; ov”

NAMES;
personal

(label role " orreve
&
appropriate date)
events

institutional

dates; date of construction (Specific date or 1/4 of century): f8Mf3L - /%'S~0

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):
SOUrCE€, (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY:

ac reage; (to nearest tenth of an acre) r

COMMENTS; (include architectural information here)

SIGNIFICANCE;@rimeikiminn two sentences)

COUNTY

rilg-'ro;’



























