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OWNER'S NAME:

Mrs. La Verne Holt
STREET AND NUMBER:

359 South Mill Street
CITY OR TOWN: STA

Lexington
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Fayette County Courthouse
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TITLE OF SURVEY: .

Survey Of Historic Sites In Kentucky
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Kentucky Heritage Commission
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CONDITION
P% Excellent

(3 Altered

n Good
(Check One)
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D Fair

Unaltered

(Check One) 

1 I Deteriorated D Ruins D

D Moved

Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q§ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The William Poindexter House was built in 1816 in the Federal 
style of the time. In later years it underwent extensive Victorian 
remodeling of the front facade and first floor.

At present the house appears as a three-bay Victorian townhouse. 
Brick on the front facade is laid in common bond. The windows 
have arched openings. Corner quoins were present until three 
years ago. There is an overhanging roof with wide eaves with 
scrolled brackets. There is a recessed door and a standing-seam 
tin roof.

On the interior the entrance hall and living room both have ash 
floors, survivors of the house's Federal period. Otherwise the 
entire first floor has undergone Victorian changes: bannisters 
and rail, newel post, window and door frames, cornices over 
windows and doors are Victorian. A rear porch on the south&side 
of the house has been converted into a kitchen and bath. The 
window in the stair landing is Federal in style: it has reeded 
jambs and underside of Ifattel. The original inside sill is, as would 
be expected, a continuation of the chair rail that once would have 
been found in the entire stairhall. In the second floor bedroom the 
original Federal mantel is present; on either side of the mantel are 

^ the original Federal presses with their original fringes. The west 
window is original, though the front windows have been changed in 
the Victorian style. The door'is Federal with its original hinges. 
The original baseboards are present ontthree walls of the room. 
The upstairs window frames are pegged on the outside.
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William Poindexter, a fine watchmaker, jeweler, and silver­ 
smith, was born in^Virgrinia in 1792. At an early age he came to

' - •--|w-/h ,*-,..-=-, J {^

Kentucky and was apprencticed to a jeweler in Lexington. Upon 
completion of his apprenticeship he opened his ©pmstbre. When 
his son was 20 years of age, the father and son formed a partner­ 
ship under the name of W. Poindexter and Son. They were dealers 
in watches, jewelry and other allied items. Mr. Poindexter sold a 
tremendous amount of silver which bore his name and which is now 
considered to be a collector's item. He was also a member of the 
City Council.

In 1816 Poindexter erected ttifes dwelling and resided there many 
years. In 1845 he and-his- wife, -Saralv sold their residence to 

^Henry Lancaster, a local builder, who later sold it to George B. 
Twyman in 1847. In 1850 the property was conveyed to 'the Methodist 
Church South and it served as a parspnage untiJJS^S.. .There is no 
record of who occupied the building between this date and 1886 
when H.C. and M.L. Ambrose bought the old parsonage. After that 
time the house changed owners many times, until it was bought 
in 1969 by Mrs. La Verne Holt.

The building is of significance because of its age, its architectural 
style, its having been built by and having served as the residence 
of the noted early Kentucky silversmith, William Poindexter, and 
its place in this historic block of Sputh Mill Street overlooking the 
Town BrancH VaMey of Old Lexington.



"Old Houses of Lexington", G. Frank Dunn, Vol. 2, p. 497, 
unpublished manuscript, Kentucky Historical Society.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ' 
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° ° 
NE ° o,» 

SE ° ' " ° 
SW 9 • • o

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING Tht. Ct.iMT3.R POIN 1 OF A PHOPERTY 
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' ' LATITOD'E • -' ^' • LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

38° 02 45" 84° 30 ' 09 "
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NAME AND TITLE:

Favette Co. Committee, Mrs. George L. Foster, Chairman
ORGANIZATION DATE

Kentucky Heritage Commission 7 '"'••'- ,•• • -May 5, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER: " ^

1635 Ashwood Drive
CITY OR TOWN:

Lexiri^tdri

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public, Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures setTV / 'i 1 ( i : i • r ) ,-'", 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Title Preservation Officer
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register; ' ' - ''

LJL ̂̂ A^^L-7t^^-<-^— SZ^
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST: A .

Keeper of Tfie National Register
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WILLIAM POINDEXTER HOUSE 
359 South Mill Street 
Lexingtom, Kentucky


