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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William Poindexter House was built in 1816 in the Federal
style of the time. In later years it underwent extensive Victorian
remodeling of the front facade and first floor.

At present the house appears as a three-bay Victorian townhouse.
Brick on the front facade is laid in common bond. The windows
have arched openings. Corner quoins were present until three
years ago. There is an overhanging roof with wide eaves with
scrolled brackets. There is a recessed door and a standing-seam
tin roof.

On the interior the entrance hall and living room both have ash
floors, survivors of the house's Federal period. Otherwise the
entire first floor has undergone Victorian changes: bannisters

and rail, newel post, window and door frames, cornices over
windows and doors are Victorian. A rear porch on the southsside
of the house has been converted into a kitchen and bath. The
window in the stair landing is Federal in style: it has reeded
jambs and underside of limtel. The original inside sill is, as would
be expected, a continuation of the chair rail that once would have
been found in the entire stairhall. In the second floor bedroom the
original Federal mantel is Present; on either side of the mantel are

© the original Federal presses with their original hinges. The west

window is original, though the front windows have been changed in
the Victdrian style.  The doot ‘is Federal with its original hinges.
The original baseboards are present onithree walls of the room.
The upstairs window frames are pegged on the outside.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Poindexter, a fine watchmaker, jeweler, and silver-
smith, was born in.Virginia in.1792. At an early age he came to
Kentucky and was apprencticed to a jeweler in Lexington. Upon
completion of his apprenticeship he opened his ewnstore. When
his son was 20 years of age, the father and son formed a partner-
ship under the name of W. Poindexter and Son. They were dealers
in watthes, jewelry and other allied items. Mr. Poindexter sold a
tremendous amount of silver which bore his name and which is now
considered to be a collector's item. He was also a member of the
City Council.

In 1816 Poindexter erected this dwelling and resided there many
years. In 1845 he and- his wife, -Sarah,- sold their residence to

.. .Henry lL.ancaster, a local builder, who later sold it to George B.

Twyman in 1847. In 1850 the property was conveyed to the Methodist
Church South and it served as a parsonage until 1868. . There is no
record of who occupied the building between this date and 1886

when H.C. and M.L. Ambrose bought the old parsonage. After that
time the house changed owners many times, until it was bought

in 1969 by Mrs. LaVerne Holt.

The building is of significance because of its age, its architectural
style, its having been built by and having served as the residence
of the noted early Kentucky silversmith, William Poindexter, and
its place in this historic block of Sputh Mill Street overlooking the
Town Branchl Valley of Old Lexington. (S




"0Old Houses of Lexington'', C. Frank Dunn, Vol. 2, p. 497,
unpublished manuscript, Kentucky Historical Society.
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