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COMMON:

losepa Settlement "Cemetery"
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Po 1 y n e s i a n C erne t e ry

STREET AND NUMBER:

Skull Valley
NW 1/4 of SE 1/4 of SE 1/4 of 
Section 22, T. 1 S. T R. 8 W.

CITY OR TOWN:

losepa

Utah 5
COUNTY:

Tooele 0^5

CATEGORY 
(Cftecfc One)

District Q Building

Site Q Structure

Q Object

OWNERSHIP

d Public 

D Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

Q In Process 

|v] Being Considered

STATUS

D Occupied
i  i ,, . i | _ | Unoccupied
i   i _ , 
S Preservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
CD Restricted'  

!xl Unrestrictedw

1   '

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

|~1 Agricultural 

|~~1 Commercial 

Q Educational 

j~l Entertainment

| | Government 

i~1 Industrial 

CD Military 

l~1 Museum

fH Park

| | Private Residence

Q Religious

Q Scientific

[""1 Transportation 

[jj Other (Specify)

Cemete ry__

[~~1 Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Bureau of Land Management and Deseret Livestock Company

1750 So. Redwood Road
CITY OR TOWN:

___Salt Lake City

.L.M. Land Office

531 So. State

Utah

Tooele County Courthouse

Federal Sldq., 125 So. State

Utah 4.9l
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Utah Historic Sites Survey
Federal State County Q Loca

SURVEY RECORDS:

Utah State Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

603 East South Temple
CITY OR TOWN:

Salt Lake City Utah 49
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CONDITION
Excellent D Good Fair

(Check One) 

|~~| Deteriorated [~~| Ruins I I Unexposed

(Check One) 

Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i f known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The area pf losepa, in Skull Valley, Utah, was a large 1,920 acre ranch 
originally. With the settlement of the Hawaiians, a small community was 
established, following the "block jrid" common to Mormon villages. A center 
block was reserved for the £jhurch, a schoolhouse and other public buildings, 
which were built in time. At first the water supply came from a stream and 
ran down the edges of the streets in ditches. Later a water system was 
piped through the town. One fire hydrant still remains. Most of the build­ 
ings have been removed or destroyed.

However, north of the town site sets the "losepa Cemetery," a small plot 
enclosed with a black barbed wire fence, where several score of the colonists 
have been buried. Many of the graves are unmarked, others have only wooden 
markers, some carved, and a few stone markers reflecting their artistic 
qualities.

Although poorly cared for today, there is genuine interest in proper 
fencing and upkeep of the site from both the Bureau of Land Management 
personnel and the Deseret Livestock Company whose property line crosses the 
cemetery. Its location will permit the public to visit it, where an inter­ 
pretive display can be developed.

The cemetery best preserves the story of this distinctive settlement 
experience by a Polynesian minority.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[~1 Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

3; 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

[ j Prehistoric

| | Historic

f~] Agriculture

[ [ Architecture

D Art

| | Commerce

| | Communications

| | Conservation

Q Education

n Engineering

Q Industry

O Invention

O Landscape

	Architecture 

D Literature 

D Military 

[~l Music

Q Political

Q Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Q Science 

Q Sculpture

£^ Social/Human- 

itarian

Q Theater

Q Transportation

(| Urban Planning 

[^ Other (Specify)

Polynesian minor!ty

uo
z 
o

h- 
u
13

o:

LLJ 

111

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The losepa settlement in Skull Valley, Utah, represents both a_unigue 
colonization effort by the Mormon Church and in the West itself. Very 
earTyin the 1850's the Mormon Church had sent missionaries to the Polyne- 
shan people. Joseph F. Smith served his first mission at the age of fif­ 
teen and became especially beloved to them. LajteX-Oiany answered the "call 
to gather to Zion," and settled near Wasatch Springs in North Salt Lake City 
However, as they did not Integrate into the society very well, and rumors 
of leprosy were reported, the Mormon Church undertook to settle them as a 
group in Skull Valley. Under a paternalistic arrangement with the losepa 
Agriculture and Stock Company (incorporated August 7, 1889), these people 
were emjiloyjejdUas.laborers J;o do farm and ranch work. In time a community 
of 228 souls was developed in which the PolyjTjasjjni culture flourished. 
Fish were raised in the springs and marshes nearby. The luau was preserved 
as were many of their dances and customs. The Polynesians were popular 
performers throughout the area.

After numerous hardships, including bouts with leprosy, the colony^jab- 
talned a degree of financial independence by 1910. Their standard of living 
was commensurate with others living in that area. When in 1915, the L.D.S. 
Church began to build a temple in Hawaii, the need for "gathering" subsided. 
The losepa project was allowed to end. Most of the,settiers and their 
children returned to the Islands by 1917. However, a few remained in the 
area of losepa and Utah. Today descendants visit the region to view Hthe 
land of their inheritance."

The first funeral was held September 15, 1889 and the cemetery estab­ 
lished. Many others have been burbled there. Finally, in 1J68 Tony Hoop- 
iana, who had been born at losepa cfnd lived nearby all his life, was 
burried in a northeast corner plot. This Hawaiian is home, forever.
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Dennis H. Atkin, A History of losepai The Utah Polynesian Colony. Provo: (Unpublished M.A. Thesis), 1958.——————————— —————————

Leonard Arrington, "The L.D.S. Hawaiian Colony at Skull Valley," The Improve 
ment Era. LVII (May, 195*0, PP ———— ———

Wallace Stegner, Mormon Country (New York: Bonanza Books, 19^2), pp, 136-Hl

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

NW 
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Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

40° 32'
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ORGANI ZATION

Utah Historical Society
DATE

December 29, 197C
STREET AND NUMBER:

603 East South Temple
CITY OR TOWN:

Salt Lake City Utah

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National {71 State ^}, Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief,.Office of Archeology and HistoricrPresetvation
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Title
Milton L. Weilenmann
Utah State Liaison Officer

Bate December 29, 1970 Date
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