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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office at Kearney is a Neo-Classical Revival building, (simpler in
comparison to other styles of the time), completed in 1911. Greek orders
~were usually used. The building is constructed of stone blocks on foundation
stone. Granite stairs Tead to the entrances at the west and south sides of
the building. The main exterior architectural features of the building are
its Heroic Tuscan Columns, parapet wall with balustrade openings above the
entablature. A commanding entablature including a cornice featuring modillions
and dentils over a plain frieze with the engraved words "United States Post
O0ffice". Roof lines are typically flat with no sculpture. HNo tendency to
multiple angles and projections. Plain wall surface is common. Windows and
doorways are Tintelled rather than arched. First floor windows and doorways
have a molded architrave and pronounced lintels with cornice. Doorway
lintels are supported by ancones (brackets) on either side. A band of fret
work is located above the lintels. Principle interior features are the marble
lobby walls, marble stairs and oak rails leading to the second floor, and
marble window trim. The main floor has approximately 18' high ceilings. The
lobby floor is of terrazzo and marble.

Many changes have been made to the building. The revolving doors have been
replaced with modern metal and glass entrance doors. A vestibule has also
been installed at the west entrance. The exterior lamp posts now have electric
11ght1ng The original built-in Tobby tables have been removed along with the
Tight fixtures which were Tocated above'the tables.' ‘Original pendulum clocks’
have been replaced with electric c]ocks A major addition to the building

was constructed in the mid-1950's.  This addition provided more space for

a carrier room, new dock, and inspection galleries. The new addition was
constructed of brick and block, and it does not match the original materials
or architecture. A previous door opening in the original building was closed
in with brick and the foundation was changed under the opening.

Only minor architectural changes have been made to the building since its com-
pletion in 1911. Major of these is a rather unobtrusive mid-1950's brick addition
to the rear (east) which provided space for an expanded carrier room, dock
facilities and inspection galleries. Original interior furnishings have been
removed and a new entrance-interior vestibule has replaced the original revolving
door at the main west entrance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .
The Post Office at Kearney is an example of Neo-Classical Revival architecture,
characterized by symmetrical facade. The building is reported to be the oldest
one of its type in the City of Kearney. The building was completed in 1911 at

an estimated cost of $183,843.00. Records show that the building was built by
the Northwestern Construction Company of Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Supervising
Architect for the construction project was James Knox Taylor, U. S. Treasury
Department. A faded cornerstone at the northwest corner of the building bears
the name of Mr. Taylor along with that of Franklin MacVeigh, Secretary of the
Treasury. The cornerstone also bears the date 1909, which was apparently the
year the building construction was approved.

The architecture of this building is of some significance according to a local
architect. This architecture has been somewhat spoiled by changes to the
building $ince its original construction, however, the exterior of the building
facing Central Avenue generally remains as it was in 1911. The building front
offers a good example of the original architecture. A '

The United States Post Office Building in Kearney is a fine example of the Neo-
Classical Revival.style which was popular across America during the first three
decades of the twentieth century. The style received considerable impetus from
the various expositions which were sponsored across the country during this

period following a model established by the World's Columbian Exposition in
Chicago in 1893. The Kearney example is well-developed if somewhat more modest

in scale that the major monuments of the style. Locally, however, the building

is a major landmark, a distinctive produce of the style and worthy of preservation.

Additionally, the building is significant for its associations with architect

James Knox Taylor (1857 - 1929). Born in I1linois, his education and early

practice was conducted in St. Paul, Minnesota. In 1895 he entered the office

of Supervising Architect as a senior draftsman and in 1897 became the Supervising
Architect of the U. S. Treasury. Taylor was responsible for several fine government
buildings in Nebraska during his distinguished career including the compietion

of the U. S. Government Building for the Trans-Mississippi and International
Exposition of 1898 in Omaha.
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