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1. Name of Property
historic name LENOX RAILROAD STATION

other names/site number

2. Location

dreg & numba HOUSATONIC STREET & WILLOW CREEK ROAD I'N~t for publication

city, town LENOX [Ji/Ocinity

state MA code 025 ocounty BERKSHIRE code 003 zip code 01240

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x| private fx1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I 1 public-local VI, I Idistrict 1 0 buildings
| | public-State * site sites
I I public-Federal | Istructure structures
| lobject objects
0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register (@]

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of certifying official Date

EXECUTI VE D RECTCR STATE H STORI C PRESERVATI ON OFFI CER
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby”erlify that this properly is:

rZJ"ered inthe National Register. 6 //\ < f
I | See continuation sheet. = = I’

I ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. [ * See continuation sheet.

| ldetermined not eligible forthe
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Lenox Rail Road. Lenox. M\
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPCRTATI O\ RAI L RELATED COWERCE TRADE - VWWEHOBE

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation GRANITE

walls STUCO
LATE 19th & 20t h CENTURY REMV VAL/ TUDCR OHER HALF TI MBER NG
roof' ASPHALT

Other.

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Lenox Railroad Sation, built in 1902to replace ae near the sae site
that burned earlier that year, islocated inthe Tom of Lenox, Mssachusetts,
in central Berkshire Gunty. Athough presentljgsén negl ected conditi on ad
not functioning as a passenger termna since he 1 1/2-story station
renains anits original site and retains nach of 'ts original construction
naterials. The ‘s exterior, except for roofing, isessentially unaltered
fromthe 1902 construction, a though sone changes to interior spaces have
occurred over tine. R ! I O

The station, approxinately tvo mles east of the center of Lenox, is|ocated
in the southeast cornmer o its Iinear 1/2-acre [ot near the corner of
I-busatonlc Sreet axd WilowQGeek Road. Thesite abuts the railroad tracks
Sforlngfleld Termnal systeminmediately to the east. These tracks are
tec nlc omed by Giilford Transportatlon ndust ri es. 'IW) freight trains
pass t LenoxStatlon weekly. Vibds Rod abul inthe Housatonic Rver,
Is further east of the station and tracks, ober Mmtaln rising over
ore thousand feet and the domnart featuré of the natu c?e
surroundl ngethe property. Nich of the land onthis sjd of the Sationis
@manved th of Missachusetts ardnalntalned for widife '
preservatlon Aca. 1890 farnmouse, privately omed is |ocat d on a separate
parcel approxi nat el onehmred yards east of the statlon, betveenthe racks
ad the river. @ the west side of the Lenox Sation, Lndersepar _
owership, i s anexpanse of gravel-covered dirt, creatin par king area wth
access directly off W low Qeek Road this road, the | andsc
conprises unbuilt, natural wood and. North of the depot is flatlan
characterized by uncut brush and littered wth industrial debris. There is
a so anextant Siding systemnorth of theTFoéoper y that acconodated private
rail cars of wealthy sumar colonists tracks are row obscured by dense
vegetation. Inmediately southeast of the Lenox Sation, onthe adjacent
parcel there is aone-story, gable-roofed, panted cinderblock a umnum
Industrial building (1968) used as headquarters for the Peter Fancese
(nstruction Conpary. This structure iswthin nineteen feet of the passenger
shelter extending fromthe nain termnal, hut does not obstruct sight |ines
fromthe parki ng area to the station nor does | cmprmnselntegrlty by
inposing itself on the trackside el evation of t
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Section number Z Page—I Lenox, MA

The 1 1/2-story Lenox Station is rectangular in plan, eighty-two by thirty-two
feet, on a north-south axis. Covered and arcaded longitudinally hipped
passenger shelters extend approximately sixty feet on both ends of the
building. On the west front, a hipped-roof porte cochere, thirty by
twenty-eight feet, provided shelter for arriving and departing passengers.
The main part of the Station has a gently pitched, hipped roof whose deep
overhang is supported by a series of braced wooden cornice brackets. The
roof, probably originally slate with a six-foot pounded tin drip edge, is now
covered with various colors of asphalt shingles, applied in a random pattern.
An original chimney, red brick with the top three courses covered with a
molded stucco cap, is located at the junction of the hip angles on the north
end of the central section of the building. Two squat, hipped dormers
puncture the roof slope on the west side and one on the east. All have a
single, horizontally oriented window, divided by small diagonally
partitioned-quarrels.

The exterior of the passenger terminal is covered with stucco over wooden lath
and decorated by exposed, painted, ornamental (false) half-timbering framing
the windows and doors. Although in some disrepair the stucco is original and
unpatched. The concrete foundation is also original. The west elevation is
dominated by the one-story porte cochere sheltering the station's main
entrance. Underneath, the single-leaved wooden door, surrounded by quarreled
sidelights and half-timbering, is similar to the one on the east front.
Ornamental pillars supporting the porte cochere are original timbers set on
three-foot-high fieldstone plinths. There is a baggage room door on this west
side at the north end of the building. A trackside ticket booth with a bay
window is the prominent architectural element on the east elevation. Here is
also a cut-out section of the roof to accommodate a railway semaphore, and a
series of double-hung windows with diamond panes in the top sash and single
pane below. There are two doors on this side providing access to the passenger
platform, located at or close to grade level, as well as a baggage room door
at the north end. On the south side there are two windows, matching those in
size and pane configuration on the other elevations. Here the passenger
platform has been enclosed since 1958 for storage and is used by the adjacent
construction company. Building material for this enclosure is plywood, which
IS a reversible treatment.

Continued
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On the interior of the Lenox Station, the central waiting room is forty-eight
by thirty-two feet with original off-white, Norman-inspired brick fireplace on
the north wall. Behind the fireplace is the original baggage room, now also
used for storage by the construction company. To the south of the waiting
room were convenience facilities for passengers, they have long since been
removed. Original wainscotting and plaster remain on the walls on the
interior. A drop ceiling of pressed board has been added in the waiting room,
reducing the height from thirteen feet to less than nine. The original
ceiling, open to the roof and braced like the passenger shelters, survives

underneath. These few alterations appear to have been made in the last twenty
years.

The Berkshire Scenic Railway Museum has recently acquired the property and

plans to restore the site for use as a tourist attraction and educational
facility.

Continued



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Servica .-

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

7 T Lenox RailRoad Station
Section number Page f Lenox, Mass.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, or in the
general area (within one mile), sites may be present. The location has
favorable attributes, including the station's close proximity to the
Housatonic River and Woods Pond, which may indicate a potential for native
settlement and subsistence in this area. Historic archaeological potential
likely exists for the Stockbridge and Pittsfield Railroad line built in 1849
and the present station, built in 1902. Archaeological remains likely exist
for this period relating to railroad and trolley transportation. These
remains might include machinery, the actual rail beds, overall right of way
locations, and station facilities (trash areas, outbuildings).



Lenox Rail Road, Lenox, M\

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

rn nationally Ostatewide locally
Applicable National Register Criteria PXIA | 1B pylc | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | IA 1 IB I Ic | ID 1 IE | IF I1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCH TECTURE 1902- 1920 1902

TRANSPCRTATI ON
ENTERTA NMVENT / RECREATI ON

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

N A

JAMES CLI FFORD S SONS5, LENOX, MRSS,

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Lenox Railroad Sation possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
naterials, worknanship, feeling, and assoCiation. Fected in ' toreplace
an earlier depot (ca. 1 ), that hed burned, the building neets Qriterion A of
the National Register for 'its associations wth Lenox's devel oonert as a
highland resort "conmonity in the |ate nineteenth and early tventieth ,
centuries. The station, an exanple of the Tudor expression of early tventieth
century Anerican Eclectic architecture, retains nach of its origina naterial
ad as such is awell-preserved and rather rare exanple of rural railway
gﬁg?n olf I|ts|reg|on adera, thus neeting GiterionC Itissignificant on .
ocal |evel.

In the late eighteenth century, the Berkshire region of northwestern
Missachusetts was settl|ed by an ethnic mxture; English and VM sh mners, wmo
vwere draw by the local iromvorks; Italians axd Savs arrived to vark inthe
paper and cofton industries; ad French Ganadi ans al'so settled in the regi on.
Because of cool sunar tenperatures and glorious nountai n scenery, beginning
in the late nineteenth century severa notadl e American authors ad |egal
schol ars—Melville, Hwmihorne Qiver Véndd| Hines, and Elith Vart on-eane
to the region as suwer visitors to find the tranquility and solitude needed
for theirwiting. Soonafter, wealthy vacationers seeking relief fromthe
heat of urban centers discovered the Nhssachusetts Berkshires.

Kom today prinarily as a sunar resort area and for its aoundant cul tural

ad natural attractions, the several conmunities in the region, of wich Lenox
IS the n@jor destination for tourists, to drawthe affluent sunar crond
fromMw York suburbs in the |ate 1800s. sitors usual ly arrived by rail

wth aconsiderable entourage ad baggage. My of Lenox's rew suner
residents built grand estates cal | ed"cottages" “and they were conveyed to
these estates by private rail car.

W the Sockbridge and Pittsfield Railroad (remsd for tvo of the Berkshire's
E{ﬁrsmnem villages) was chartered in 1847, itstracks werebuilt aong the
atonic Rver toserve the freight needs of the glass ad ironindustries

headquart ered around Lenoxdal e. soewet  isolate(D'<i8f''' Wt nal
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I 1See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

G3 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [x~| State historic preservation office

| Ipreviously listed in the National Register | | Other State agency

I Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register I IFederal agency

undesignated a National Historic Landmark I ILocal government

| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I I University
Survey # e other

I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repogitory: . . .
Record # Mass. Historical Conm ssion

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property LESS THAN ONE ACRE

UTM References

A h i<l |614J i 16 1s 1919 15 10 B Mo, Ty
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Ce L DL L1 | JIVvioL

USGS QMAD  East Lee | | See continuation sheet

1: 24, 000

Verbal Boundary Description

fx| See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include theimediate environs of thelLenox Railroad Station that
maintain historic integrity andareassociated historically with theextent of |and
of that station.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte  Tr.hn T»-»win rfurator; Karon Ip'AM7Miip, FHirnr; Horry FrinHhnrg. National RegistPr
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date Nnvpmher 19fI8
street & number 80 Boylston St telephone 617-777-8470

city or town Boston state MA zipcode 02116—

Dir.
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Lenox Sation (ca. 1850?, whi ch vas designed to serve passengers fromlLenox
CGenter rather than the focal industry, wvas mf_luencedB/ | ocal topogr and
by a desire to insulate the surrounding conmunity fromundesirabl e industrial
activity and the noise ad pollution associated wth railroads. The present
station (1902) acconmodated patrons of a spur line fromthe Berkshire Street
Railway trolley to Lenox. The Berkshire Stireet Railway line fromPittsfield
ran rou%hly_rﬁgrallel to existing tracks of the Sockbridge and Pittsfield
Rai | r oad. 1902 station, then, becane nultipurpose, serving the
Sockbridge railroad, the Ihrouh trolley line and the trolley spur to Lenox.
M through lines were permtted inthe tom proper. The Lenox spur ves dubk
"MIlionaires' Trolley" inrecognition of its patrons. The Tudor Revival
design of the station vas probably influencedhby sunmer col onists wo owmed
second honas in Lenox and wo were famliar wth this nade of architectural
expression then cammonly used for a Ia[S?e proportion of suburban housi ng
throughout the country. Athough the Station continued inits original use
until 1958, by about 1920 nost of the wealthy summer residents deserted the
;S{Irogdl ad 1nstead arrived for their sumer sojourns to the Berkshires by
onobi | e.

In terns of its architecture, the Lenox Station i sone of three in the region
built around 1900 on a simlar plan and of conparable size and still extant.
The other two, in nearby Sockbridge ad Geat Barrington, are under private
owership, invery conditionand used daily by coomercial ventures, the
forner functioningas a restaurant and the latter as offices for an
engineering firm The Stockbridge Station, on Missachusetts Route 7, ves
designed by Sanford Wite and constructed of stone faci n? in 1893 to replace
an earlier termnal of the Sockbridge ad Pittsfield Railroad. The Geat
Barrington Railroad Depot (190019013 on Castle HIl Avenue ishy an

architect inthe Sick Syle wth brick ad graniteexterior walls. Al

three, including the Lenox termnal, were or|?| nal I%. erected under the

auspi ces of the Mw York, Nw Haven, and Hartford Railroad Conpany. Research
to date indicates that the Lenox station i sthe only station, constructed by
this railway conpany, that enpl oyed stucco and hal f-ti nber cladding and i sits
nost ornate’interns of decorative enbel |ishnent.

Cont i nued
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Architectural drawings for the Lenox Railroad Station have recently been
discovered by the non profit Berkshire Scenic Railway Museum. Nodesigner is
identified on the plans, dated 1902 and labeled with the name of the New York,
New Haven, and Hartford Railroad. It is likely that anin-house architect or
engineer retained by the company was responsible for the station plans.
Research continues to clarify this point. James Clifford's Sons of Lenox were
the builders, according to descendants of the firm's owners, their office
records have been destroyed.

The Tudor Revival design selected for the Lenox terminal reflects the Eclectic
movement in American building practice that post-dated the Victorian era.
Stylistic inspiration for Eclecticism was dominated by relatively pure
translations of the architecture of various European countries, a trend that
began in the closing decades of the 1800s as European-trained American
designers were hired by well-to-do clients to create their landmark

houses.* Tudor Revival architecture was one of several subtypes of
Eclecticism and was founded in early English building traditions ranging from
vernacular folk construction to late medieval palaces. Decorative detailing
of the period was drawn from medieval sources, the English Renaissance, and
from the modemn Craftsman tradition.2 Applied, as opposed to structural,
half-timbering was common to this style, although stuccoing was relatively
rare and used mostly in modest buildings before the pervasive use of brick and
stone veneering in the 1920s. Most Tudor-inspired buildings in America were
characterized by a steeply pitched roof andhere the Lenox Station is
atypical. More characteristic are its tall narrow windows with multi-pane
glazing.

The Lenox Railroad Station, as an important surviving architectural artifact
of its community, contributes to our understanding of the development of the
town of Lenox and the Berkshire region as a turn-of-the-twentieth centry
highland resort community and cultural enclave. In addition, it isa
substantially unaltered and handsomely articulated example of the Tudor
Revival mode of American Eclecticism and exemplifies the rare use of stucco
and half-timbering for rural American rail teminals of its region and era.

Continued
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A chaeol ogi cal  Significance

Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation are poorly understood, any surviving
sites would be inportant. Sites inthis area nay have the potential for a
greater understanding of coastal versus upland site distribution and native
subsi stence and settlenent in theinterior Husatonic drainage and western
Massachusetts Berkshire Muntai ns. s ' :

Hstoric archaeol ogical renains described above cancontribute toa greater

under st andi ng of how these nedes of transportation functioned and wo used

them Transportation-related renains mght al so provide inportant .

g{rglneerlng details for thelocation of railroad routes, their construction
nai nt enance. '

Cont i nued
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FOONOES

1 \Virginia and Lee MAlester, AField Gide to Awerican Houses (NwYork:
Afred A Knopf, 1986), p. 3TT:

2 1bid, p. 3 . -
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Veba Baundary Description
The nominated property includes:

1. Parcd No 2 oonveyad by Geoxrge W. Taylor and Jossph A. Consolni to the
Berkshire Scenic Raillway Musam, Inc. Bok 1175, pege 1172) which
contains the Lenax Railroad Station in its entirety save for the
porte-cochere located an parcd No 1 omed by G. W. Taylor ad
J. A. Consolini ad the passenger platform overhang which extends onto the
property of the NYNH and Hartford RR Co..

2. Anessament ad right of wey granted by G. W. Taylor and J. A. Consolni to
the Berkshire Scenic Railway Musam, Inc. Bodk 1175, page 1172) to use
and maintain a vehicular access from Willov Crek Rced across parcd Na 1

LD ¥

3. Rght, Egivilege and easenent granted by G W Taylor and J. A (onsol i ni
to the Berkshire Scenic Railway Mseum Inc. (Book 1175, page 1172) to
om_ naintain andrepair the porte-cochere's portion of the railroa
station which extends onto parcel M. 1. | e « N A

See attached copy of assessors' r‘@ Tom of Lenox, Missachusetts (Book 1175,

page 1172) and copy of deed dated Septenber 23, 1988 (Book 1175, page 1172)

frronG W Taylor and Joseph A (Qonsolini to the Berkshire Scenic Railwa

Miseum Inc granting parcel No. 2 bounded on the west by parcel #1 and WITow

Qeek Road, onthe east by Boston and Mine Railroad right-of-way; on the

north by Parcel #11, owmed by the Boston and Mine Railroad; and on the south

by Parcel #1 and Housatonic Street.
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Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Nunber: 89000225 Date Listed: 6/ 16/ 89
Lenox Railroad Station Berkshire NA
Property Name County State

Mul tipl e Nanme

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i n accordance with theattached nom nation docunentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation docunmentation.

of t he Keepfe” Dat e of Action
Amended Items 1 nNom nation:

Section #7; Materials

Concrete i sthecorrect material forthefoundation, as indicated
in thetext but contrary t othelisting of granite under t he
materials section.

This information was confirmed by AnnTait, Acting National
Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Lenox Railroad Station
NAME

MJLTI PLE
NAME

STATE & QGOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire

DATE RECEl VED: 2/ 21/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  3/07/89
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 3/ 23/ 89 DATE G- 45TH DAY 4/ 07/ 89

DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 89000225
NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
N PDI L: N PER OO N PROERAM UNAPPROVED:

REQEST N SAMWMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL:

GOWEBNT VAl VER N

ACCEPT _\W MCETURN REJECTT J 7 DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS,

RECOM. / CRI TEI »  [A-iMANCIIA AMA

RV BEWER A

DI SCI PLI NE Q""" M ~

DATE VIO <N ¥ Jr-

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLR Y/ N
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: RESUBM SSI ON

PROPERTY  Lenox Railroad Station
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & QGOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire
DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 03/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:
DATE G- 16TH DAY: DATE (F 45TH DAY: 6/ 17/ 89
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE  NUMBER 89000225
NOM NATCR STATE
DETAI LED EVALUATI ON: Y
* ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
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RECOM / CRI TERI A
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Lenox Railroad Station Berkshire, 89000225
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
"Photographs (#: 2)

~_USGS Map






HB213D

NATIONAL
REGISTER

February 14, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:

Linwood Historic District, Northbridge * HpPcAa # 11131 mA

Lenox Rail Road Station, Lenox
Joseph K. Manning House, Medford
Fort Hill Historic District, Northampton

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached
to the nomination form.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg (J
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosures

BF/rc

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



