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CONDITION
Excellent Q Good Fair

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated Ruins I| Unexposed

(Check One) 

Moved XD Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grove, which is constructed of rjid_bricK andjfaced 
with^stucco inJbhe_pQrticg,..^rea is typicaT~of the Greek 
Revival IrEyTe of architecture. Two-stories high with a 
basement, the house is two rooms deep off of a wide central 
hall. At the rear of the building is a one^sj^rx-.kitc:lieri 
addition which replaced a porch and covered walkway leading 
•Eo~Th"e" original kitchen dependency.

The main facade consists of a simple but monumental 
four-columned portico with a fully pedimente3T gable. The 
columns are surmounted by a simple architrave and cornice 
of a strict Classic type, the latter of which encircles the 
entire house. The main entrance consists of double panelled 
doors with side lights covered by a transom all of which is 
framed by engaged columns arid" architrace. A second doorway 
identical to the first is located above it where a balcony 
was originally intended. The back corners of the portico 
are pilastered. The tall main facade windows are all six 
light sash with exterior louvered shutters. A brick staircase 
rises to the floor of the portico beneath which basement 
windows can be seen. The house has a hipped roof with four 
brick chimneys, one at each corner.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grove was originally constructed on property owned 
by Richard Keith jCall. Call was introduced to Florida 
through his association with General &ndr.ewJackson, to 
whom he became an^aide_J.n_1818 and by whom he was regarded 
as a protege. Andrew JacksorT served as the first terri­ 
torial governor in the period from January 24, 1821, until 
the time of the first territorial elections in 1822 and 
was partially responsible for the introduction of Call into 
the political life of the new territory. In 1822, Call was. 
elected to serve as territorial delegate to the Congress 
of the United States from the recently organized territory 
of Florida. In his position as territorial delegate, Call 
sponsored a bill passed in May, 1824, by the 18th Congress 
which allotted a maximum of 640 acres of land to actual 
Florida settlers. In 1825, Call resigned his position as 
territorial delegate to become the Receiver of Public Monies 
for Florida (Associated with the Land Office). In 1825 
he began construction on The Grove, on that property which 
adjoined the land set aside for the new capitol of Florida,

Richard Keith _Call served as territorial governor from 
1836 to 1839 and again from 1^41 to 1844. He was "general 
of militia in Florida and as such was involved with the 
Seminole troubles in 1835. As governor he was given command 
of all troops in Florida for several months in 1836 for a 
summer campaign but due to lack of training and experience 
and the resentment felt toward him by regular army men, 
he was a failure in this effort. This failure and other 
issues (political and financial corruption) were raised to 
aid in the defeat of Call when he made a bid for governor 
in 1845, the year Florida became a state. He continued to 
be a man of political importance, however, until the be^ 
ginning of the Civil War; after that time, Call faded Trom 
the public scene because of his prewar stance as a Consti­ 
tutional Unionist.

The size and general design of the house, the con­ 
struction of which Call supervised, were motivated by the 
rather romantic circumstances of Call's marriage to Mary 
Kirkman of Tennessee. Her family was hostile to Andrew
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8. Significance

Jackson and opposed her marriage to the General's protege, 
Richard Call. She broke with her family in order to wed 
Call and the marriage ceremony took place in Jackson's home, 
The Hermitage. In order to compensate his new wife for the 
sacrifices she had made by leaving her wealthy family for 
his sake, Call was determined to build a large home in Florida 
The date of the completion of the house has not been firmly 
established, even by Call's biographer, but it was in all 
likelihood not completely finished until a short time before 
Mary Kirkman Call's death in 18^6. However, it may have been 
sufficiently completed for occupancy by the family as early 
as 1829

The house has regained in the hands of various descen­ 
dants of Richard Keith Call; it is presently occupied by his 
great-granddaughter, who is the wife of former Florida 
Governor LeRoy Collins. The house was used as the Governor's 
Mansion for a time (1955-1957 during the first and part of 
the second terms of Governor Collins) while the present 
Florida Governor's home was being constructed nearby. Thus 
the house briefly regained its political significance.
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