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his torm 1s tor use 1in nominating Oor requesting determinatlons Ot eL1glbliity tor
lndiviqual properties or districts. See lnstructlions ln @uldelines tor Compietring
National KRegister korms (National Register Bulletin Lb}. Complete eacnh 1tem Dy
mar&ing "x" 1in the appropriate box or Dy entering the requested information. [t an
item does not appiy to the property being aocumented, enter "N/A" tor "not
applicapte." #or functions, styles, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only the categorles and supcategories listed 1n the instructions. (or aaditional
space use continuation sheets (Form lU-300a). 'Type all entries., Use letter
quality printer in 1Z pitch, using an 85 space line and a L0 space lett margin.

Use only arcnival paper (ZU pound, acid free paper with a 2% alkaline reserve).

1. Name ot Property

hlstorlc name gmro Downtown Historic District

other names/s1Tte number N/A

4. Location

street & number (sSee continuation sheets) N/A not_ior pubiication
City, town omro N/A vicinlty
state Wisconsin coge wi county Winnebado c¢odge 149 Z1D_code 954Ybd

3. cClassitication

Ownership ot Property Category of Property No. of Resources within Property

_X private ____ building(s) contributing noncontributing

____ public-local _X_district AL _3 buildings

____ pubiic-State ____site - _____sites

____ public-Federal ____ structure o ______structures

____ Object — ______ Objects

11 _3  Total

Name of related multiple property listing: No. of contributing resources

previously listed in the
N/A National Register 0




, 4. ALALe/Federal AJency CeFniricatian

As the designated authority uhder tne National Hi3TOric Preservation ACt ot 1Yee,
a3 amended, [ fereby Certity GRAT TRl3 _X hominatlon __ Fequest for determlnatlon
of eligipility meets the documentation standards tor registering properties in the
National Regilster ot Historic Places and meets the procedural and protessional
requirements set torth i1n 36 CKFR Part oU.
___does not meet the Nationai Register criteria.

In my opinion, the property _X meets
See continuation sheet.

\/ ‘271?@'

Dat

State or Federal agency and bureau

ln my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Kegister

criteria. see continuacion sheect.

signature ot commentling or other orticlal bace

State or rederal agency ana bureau

5. tional park Service Certirication
1, reby, certity that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet

determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet

determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National Reglster.

____other, (explain:) Enterasd in 1v.
A Nathnhi Hooin, oo

(; Signature ot the Keeper bate

6. Kunctions or Use

Historic Functions
(enter categories trom 1nstructions)

COMMERCE/I'RADE/specialty store

COMMERCE/TRADE/tinancial instaitution
DUMESYTIC/Hotel

Current Functions
(enter categories trom instructions)

_OMMERCE/TRADE/specialt
DUMESTIC/Hotel




f.  URASYILLIan .

Arcnitectural Classirication Maceria.s

1
{RNLRL CATeqorias tIrom IRSTrUcCTions) (ERTer CAategorleés from INSTXUCTlons)
toundacion stone
Late _victorilan walls Brick
commercial style concrete
o I00L Asphait
other wood

Cast _lron

Descripe present and N1sSCOriC physilcal appearance.

Description

'he Umro Downtown Historic bistrict consists ot a tine coilection ot late nineteenth
century and early twentleth century one to tnhnree-story commerclal bulidings tnhat
form the historic commercial core ot the city of Umro. The district 1s centered
around the four-way polnt ot intersection Ot the east-west running Maln Street, the
city's principal thorougnhrare, ana the north-south running South Webster Avenue,
which divides Main Street 1nto east and west segments. ‘The large majority of the
district's resources tront on Main Street. ‘'he district contains fourteen
commercial buildings, nearly all of which are good representative examples ot
masonry construction late nineteenth century Commercial Vernacular torm and early
I'wentietnh Century Commercial style design. Most ot the district's elieven
contributling resources were constructed between 187U and L1YU3, with the remainaer
being constructed between LYlU ana 1Y27. 'wo of the dl5Trict's three non-
contributing resources are a speclal case, however, these buildings both being
examples or lLate Art Moderne-insplred deslgn dating to ca.lYsuy. Although these
buitdings are ot too recent a cate ror 1NCLUS10n as CONTriputing resources today,
thelr 1ntact state makes them exCellent candidates ror reevaluation as concributing
resources a rew years trom now.

The city or Omro is locatea approximately elght miles due west or the city ot
Oshkosh, whicn 1S the county seat ot Winnepago County and one of Wisconsin's lLarger
cities.* ‘The two communities are connected by STH <1, wnich becomes Main Street
withln the corporate llmits or Omro, and they are aiso linked by the Fox River,
which rlows 3just north ot ana parallel to poth Main Street and the Umro Lowntown
Historic bistrict. ‘fhe dlstrict 1S located on level ground on the south bank ot the
river and comprises bulidings that line both sides ot portions ot a two-block-long
stretch ot Maln Street (the lUU DLOCKS Ot kast and West Main Street) ang portions ot
a two-DlocKk-long stretch ot South webster Avenue (the 10U and 100 bilocks). Both ot
these two-lane streets are approximately bU-feet-wide at this point, both have
curbside parking, and the buildings in the district are built flush with the cement

sidewalks that line both streets.

The buildings within the district comprise both the most intact collection of
historic commerclal buiidings remaining in the downtown section ot Omro ana they
also represent a considerable percentage ot all the commercial buildings that have
ever exlsted 1n this city.< For tnhe most part, nhowever, they are not the original

L+ The 1994 population of Umro is 2909. The 1990 population of Oshkosh was 55,006.
2 A tew other buildings that have & similar history are also located on both sides
of Main Street just outside the district, but these buildings have either lost too
much integrity for inclusion in the district or they are separated from it by too
great a distance to torm a continuous streetscape as defined by the National Park

Service.
X__ See continuation sheet
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building on thelr sites. Until as late as 1887, Omro's downtown consisted of a mix
of mostiy trame construction ana just a tew masonry constructlion commercial
puiidings. By the turn ot the century, however, nearly all ot the frame
construction bulldings and most ot the oldest masonry ones had been replaced with
larger masonry construction buildings, most ot wnich are now inciuded within the
proposed J1Strict boundaries.

some generai characteristlcs typlty the adistrict's resources. All or the nineteenth
century buildings 1ln the district elther are or were originally tacea 1n cream
bDrick, while most or the contriputing twentleth century examples are racea 1n dark
reddish-prown brick. MOsSt Ot the dlSTr1Ct's Dulldlngs are rectllinear 1n pian and
are one 0Or TwWO-STOrles 1n helght (the square pian three-story Hotel UmMro 1s the sole
exception). 'Ln general, these pullaings exhiblt a hlgh degree ot Lnteqrity tor
puiidings or this type although neariy aill or them have experiencec some degree ot
exterlor or 1nter1or change. ALmOSt all or these pulidings have, tor 1nstance, nad
thelr tirst story storetronts moditled sSinCe Worid war Ll To contorm to moaern
tastes, a clrcumstance that 1s true ot the puildings 1ln most ot Wisconsin's olaer
commercial districts. None of these bulldings nave experiencea sSo great a loss ot
integrity as to make tnem non-contriputing tfor this reason, however.

'he folilowing inventory lists every building in the district and includes the
original owner's name and the construction date, if known, the aadress, map number,
and contributing or non-contributing status.

INVENTORY
Map No. Address Historic Name/Use bate status
i 207 W. Main Street Northwestern Hotel ca.l810-76 C
2 127 W. Main Street George H. Barr Building 1948 NC
3 123 w. Main Street Root Bros. Building 1900 C
4 1.0.0.F. Building C
A 117 W. Main Street " 1912
B 111-113 W. Main Street " 1894
5 lu/-1uYy W. Main sStreet A. B. Larrabee Buiiding 1894 C
6 lul-103 W. Main Street rountain Inn Hotel ca.l90u-13 C
/ 1U3 B. Maln Street N. Frank Building ca.il881 c
8 1UY K. Maln street W. W. Race Building 1871 C
Y 1l E. Main Street Anton Bang Meat Market 1927 ¢
10 100 K. Main Street karl & McGulre Building ca.l8y90-95 C
Building
1L 122 South Webster Ave. E. A. EKarle Builading ca.lgys-190u NC
12 " Building ca.Ll895-1900 C
13 100 w. Main Street Building ca.lys1-92 C
14 l2U0 W. Main Street Club Omreau Lanes ca.lyvo & Ly50 NC
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Northwestern Hotel {Contributing) ZU/ West Maln St. ca.lsiu-i/6- Map No. {

he Nortnwestern Hoteli (also Xnown as the Larrabee House and the Gould House and now
called the Hotel Umroj) 1S a tree-standlng three-story square plan Commercial
Vernacular torm bullding ot very simple deslgn that measures bU-teet-wlde X bU-teet-
deep. ''he building was constructed as a hotel ca.i8/U-ib and 1t rests on Z4"-thick
stone toundation walls. These walls enclose a crawlspace that underiles the whole
of the puliding excepting a Lb-teet X lb-teet square portion that occuples the
northeast corner. ‘'his corner consists Ot a later poiler room that has a concrete
tloor anda a ceirLing heignt ot /-teet. The exterior walls that rest on tnhnls stone
toungation are i/"-thiCk and they are tashioned out ot cream Drick. ‘these walls
rise up to a simple corbelled brick parapet on the main tacade and to stepped
parapets on the side elevations. All ot the exterlor walls ot the hotel are now
covered with a deteriorating coat ot stucco that was applled some time atter 1974,
tne corpelled parapet or the maln tacade belng the only portion lett uncovered.

This stucco coating also now covers a raised covering of stone veneer that was
applied arouna the lower tour teet of the builaing between 1945 ana 1Y74.

The principal tacade ot thls pbullding races south onto Main Street and an early
photo taken around lYUZ shows that 1its rirst story was originally symmetrical 1in
gesiqn and five-bays-wide with the center bay consisting ot a deeply lnset maln
entrance, above which was a small wooden balcony that has since Deen removed.* 1This
same photo sShows that the other tour bays then contalned slngile segmental-arched
W1lNnaow openings, eacn 0Ot which was tililea wiltn & tour-over-tour~iight douple-hung
wooden sash window ana teatured & cCut stone S1il and a corbelied segmental-arch
brick hood. Thls Story 1S now the most ailtered portion ot the bullaing. ‘The two
Window openings to the lett (wesSt) ot the entrance have been tilled in since L4174,
while the two openings to the right have been replaced by a single tarqge riat-arched
window opening whose lower half 1S tilled with glass bloCK and whose upper half 1is
ti1lied with a single sheet ot plate glass. 1n adaition, a modern pent roor overhang
covered 1n wood shakes now spans the width ot the tacade between the tirst and

second story windows.

The original tenestration pattern of the second and tnira stories ot the main
facade, however, 1s still largely intact. Both stories are identical in design and
are each six-bays-wide, with the secona and third and the fourth and tifth bays from
the left peing closer to each other than they are to the first and the sixth bays.
Each bay contains a single segmental-arched window opening that is filled with its
original four-over-tour-light double-hung wooden sash window that is now covered

3 This building is not shown on the 1870 Hird's Eye Map ot Omro but is mentioned in

the 1876 history ot Omro written by P. M. Wright. Wright, P. M. Omro, Wisconsin: A
Brief Sketch ot its Past and Present. Omro: QOmro Journal, 1876, pg. 2Z.

% Unless otherwise noted, the hlstorical photographs rererred to in the text are in

the possession ot the Umro Historical Society.
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with a modern bare aluminum sash storm window and each opening teatures a cut stone
sill ana a corbeiled segmental-arched prick hood.

The tirst story ot the west-facing side elevation Ot the hotel now contains no
openings although 1T 1S possible that earlier openings were later titled in and
stuccoed Hver. ‘'fhe second and third stories are ldentical to each other and are
each tive-bays wide. kach bay contains a single tlat-arched window opening that has
a stone slil ana that 1s tiilead with a two-over-two-liight double hung wooa sash
Window.

‘'ne t1rst story ot the east-taclng slde elevation 0t the notel contains two riat-
arched door openings tilied with modern doors, but 1T 1S not known 1t these openings
are original 'to the notel. ''ne secona ana thlra stories 0t THh1s eievation are
neartly ldenticai Lo those or the west elevation, both Deilng tive-pays-wlde ana each
naving bays that contain @ wWinaow opening that 1S 1dentical 1n size 3and design to

tne ones described above.

‘'he inter1or ot the notel nhas now been considerably altered ana i1t no longer retains
1ts original room arrangement or aesign teatures. ''he exterior, desplte the changes
noted, stili retains enough or its original design tor it to be consldered a
contributing eilement to the district and this status 15 enhanced by the pullding's
continuous use as a hotel. Lt is believed that there was an earlier puilaing or
buildings on thls site but nothing specitic 1S Known about them.

George H. Barr Building {Non-Contributing) 127 West Main St. 1943°® Map No. 2

The George H. Barr Building is a small one-story rectiiinear plan Commercial
Vernacular torm building that was built in 1948 as an insurance agency ottice. The
building measures Z20-feet-wide X 45-teet-deep and has 12"-thick concrete block
exterior walls tnat enclose both a full basement story and the tirst story. The
main tacade faces south onto Maln Street and it is clad in aark brown brick. The
design ot this tacade is symmetrical ana consists of a storefront that 1s enframed
by tull-height pilaster strips and surmounted by a tall undecorated parapet wall.
The original storetront has since been replaced with later materials but the
original outline ot the storefront 1S stlli 1ntact and consists of a deeply inset
canted and centered entrance tlanked by singie display windows on both sides. 'he
glass that originally tllled the flat-arched display wlndow openings has now been
replaced with plywood sheets to which wood strips have been nailed to give a batten-
like appearance and a single oblong one-i1ight window has been centered within each
opening. The entrance door has also been replaced, but the original two-light
transom apove 1t 1s Stlll 1ntact.

'ne west-tacing side eievation 15 tashioned trom concrete block. Lt has no openings
and it is terminated by a stepped parapet wall that slopes down gradually to the

® Omro Tax Roils. oOmro City Halil.
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north and wnich hides the very gently pltchea aspnait-covered root behind 1it. The
east-tacing side elevatlon 1S also concrete DLOCK. Lt 15 tiush with the west wall
Ot the bullding to the easT (Map no. 3$) and it nas never nad any openings.

A small sguare entrance vestibule Denind the maln entrance 4o00r nas 4oors on poth
1ts wesT And easT Sldes tNAat open 1NTO the two StOores that now dlvide tne interior
in two longitudinally, but 1t 1s not Kknown whether this dilvlsion Ot the 1nterlior 1s
original or or a more recent date. ‘The pbuilding 1s in very good conaition.

Koot Brothers HBuilding (Contributing) L1Z3 West Main St. 1900° Map No. 3

'he Root Brothers Bullding 1s a two-story rectilinear plan Commercia! Vernacular
buiiding that measures 3Z-teet-wide x /4-teet-deep. 'he building was constructed in
1900 ana originally housed a nardware store on its first tloor. 'The puilding rests
on Z4"-thick rubble stone toundation walls that enclose a dirt-tloorea 3/4 pasement
story. The exterlior walls tnat rest on tnls toundation are lZ"-tnick and they are
tashioned out or cream brick. ''hese walls rise up to overnanging eaves on the
building's side elevations and to a tall corbelled brick parapet on the main facade
that 1s surmounted Dy a bracketed wooden cornice (this parapet conceals the gable
end ot the asphalt shingle-covered gable root that shelters the buliding).

The principal tacade ot this bullding faces south onto Main Street and it is
entramed Dy tull-neight corner pilaster strips that terminate at the lower edge ot
the cornice. An early photo taken around iY3U sShows that the rirst story then
consisted ot a single large symmetrically deslgned storetront. 'hls storetront
featured two large dlsplay windows (the one to the right had two lLights whilie the
one to the lert nad only one} that tlanked a deeply inset and centered maln
entrance, the canted sides 0t which were alSo d1splay windows. kach display window
{(and also the double entrance doors themseilves) was surmounted by two-Lignt transoms
and two riuted cast lron coilumns were placed at the corners tlanking the entrance.

A smaller geeply inset secondary entrance aoor opening that led to the second sStory
was placed just to the lett ot the lett-nand display wilndow (where the second light
would otherwlise nave been) and the entlre storerront opening was spanned by a large
cast iron lintel. Portions ot thils storetront are still 1ntact today. 'lhe general
outline ot the storetront opening remains as do the 1lron coiumns and tne lintel, but
the display windows have all now been replaced with painted piywood sheets into
which a small oplong sliding windaows has been inserted. The transoms are also now
filled with plywood panels and the entrance doors have all been replaced with modern

units.

The same photo, however, shows that the second story of the main tacade is still
completely 1ntact. A single stringcourse ot dog-tooth course prick 1is placed

¢ Brooks, Warren. "EKarly Omro." Typescript Mss., pg. 4. lncorporated within "The
History of Omro," 1977, a much larger Mss. compiled by Miss Marian Smith that is
located at the Carter Memorial Library in Omro.
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immedlately above the lintel and the corner pilaster Strips are aiso corbelled out
slightly at this level. 7These strips trame the sides Ot the second story and they
are connectea to a horizontal strip that trames the top ot the tacade. Within this
frame are three symmetrically disposed bays that are separated trom each other by
two adaitional pilaster strips that descend part way down trom the upper portion ot
the trame. kach pay contalns a single segmental-arched window opening that teatures
3 cut stone sill and a segmental-archea head, and each opening 1S tlliled with 1CS
original tflat-arched two-over-two-i1ght double-hung wooden sash window. A corpeltea
brick stringcourse spans eacnh bay Just apove the window opening below, the bottom
edge 0t the horizontai part ot the trame 0r each bay 1S rurtner decorated With a
course of denticulated brlcCx, and The tacade 1S sSurmountea with a simple wooden
cornice wnose uppermost element 1S sSupportea Dy tour small sandwlich brackets,

he east-tacing side eLevatlon COf the ROOTL Hrotnhers bDuliding 1S fiush with tne west
wall 0r the eariler bullaing next door (Map No. 4) and has no openings while the
tirst story ot the bullding's west-tacing side elevatlon 1s almost completely
covered by the one-story bullding to the west (Map No. Z). 0Originally, though, the
west elevation was unobstructed and 1T 1S Known that 1ts flrst story teatured a
large treight aoor that opened onto a now-vanished Loadilng dock. ‘fhe second story
15 St1il unobstructed, though, and at least one Or 1tsS Origindl windows 15 STiil
intact.’

By 1929, a seconda store had Deen created on the tirst story Ot this Dullaing and 1t
1S believed that virtually nothing nOW survives ot the original interior ot either
this or the second story. The exterior, however, 1s in gooa condition and still
clearly represents the puilaing's historlc appearance.

1.0.0.F. Building {Contributing) L11l-117 west Main st. 18Y94/1912°® Map No. 4

The Uad Kellows building is one of the most intact in the district and was built in
two stages. 7The rirst and also the largest portion (1l1l1i-113) was puilt in 1¥94.

The first story was designed to house two stores and the second story housed the 0dd
Fellows hall. This Commercial Vernacular tform building is two-stories in height and
rectilinear in plan and measures 44-feet-wide by bU-feet-deep. ‘'he building rests
on 24"-tnick stone toundation walls that enclose a pasement story. The exterior
walls that rest on tnis foundation are 1Z"-thick and they are tashioned out of cream
brick. These walls rise up to sloping parapets on the building's side elevations
and to a tall corbelled brick parapet on the main tacade.

7 fhis story's tour other windows are all bDelieved to represent later alterations
that retlect the transtormation of the second story ot this building into

apartments.

® "New 0Odd kellows Hall Deaicatea." Omro Herald, November 23, 1894, pg. 4. Full
page story about No. LLi-ilJ with iliustration ana tloor plan. Also, tor the date
ot No. Ll/ see: Smith, Marian. "History ot Umro," pg. l5Z2. On tile at the Carter

Memorial Lilbrary in omro.
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‘'he princlpal racade of tnis building taces south onto Maln Street and 1t 1s
entrameg by tuli-neignt corner pliaster Sstrips tnat terminate at the pase ot the
parapet.® A drawlng OrL the bulldlng pubiished when it was dedicated snows that the
present appearance ot Thls tacade 1S almost 1dentical to the original. 7The design
15 symmetrical and tne tirst STOry CONsS1sts Of Cwo Large 1dentical storetronts that
are sepapétea Irom each other DY a one-story pliaster strip. kach storetront
originaltly reatured two lLarge one-.11ight dispiay wWlndows that tianked an inset and
centered maln entrance, the canted sS1des 0r whlch were also dlspiay wlnaows. wacn
entrance door was surmounted DY a TCwo-l1gnt Transom 3nd Cwo Ca5T 1ron COLUMNS were
piaced at the corners tlanking the entrance. kacn storetront opening was spannea by
a large cast iron Llntel decorated WlTh Cast Lron rosettes. ‘fhese storetronts are
Still largely intact today. ‘''he cast ilron coiumns ana lintels are stlli extant and
the one-l1ght entrance doors may De origlnal as well, but the original display
windows are believed to have been replacea with Later ones and the lett storetront
(L13) has had a three-11Jht transom plLaced across 1ts entire width.

The second story ot Thls bulldlng 1S tour-pays-wide and 1t 1s also highly intact. A
long 1nset Dbrick panel 1s placed just above the cast iron lintel of each ot the two
storefronts and a tull-widtn cut stone String course 1s pilaced just above these
paneis. Thls stringcourse acts as a continuous sill tor the four second story
windows, each ot which consists of a segmental arch opening accented with a
corbelled brick hood. £ach opening is filled with its original one-over-one-light
double hung wood sash and the hooas are linked with a stringcourse consisting Ot a
double course of dog-tooth bricks. ‘'he upper part ot tne tacade Conslsts or a
corbelled Drick parapet wail that 1s decorated with another stringcourse maae ot a
double course ot dog-tooth Dricks and the parapet 1s surmounted Dy a second
decorative motif conslsting of linked squares in a chain-Lilike motit.*v

‘'ne rirst story otf the east-rfacing side elevation of this puiilding nas always been
covered by the pbullding next door (Map No. b). Lts second sStory contains no
openings and the elevation 1ls surmounted by a gradually sioping parapet wall that
hides the nearly tlat asphalt-covered root benhind. 'I'he west-tacing sige elevation
Of the bullding 1S NnOW nhldden DYy the addition that was bullt in 1Yl1Z.

Tne west aaaition (117 wW. Maln Street) was constructed 1in 1YlZ Dy the vaa Kellows
and 1t 1s one-pay-wide. 'This aaditlon measures l/-teet-wlde Dy /4-teet-deep ana 1t
too is two-stories 1in height and rectiiinear 1in plan. 'fhe maln tacade ot the

* There is a metal plague atfixeda to the base ot the leit pilaster that reads:
1894
Omro Lodge
125
1.0.0.F.
10 garly photos show that there was originally a small trianguiar pediment centered
on the parapet as well, but this has since been removed.
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aaditlon races south and nas a design that 1s a continuatlon ot that ot the orilginal
building to the east (Lll-114). ''he tacaae 1s taced in cream brick and 1s entramed
by a tull-height pllaster strip on the lett and by another one onh the rignt that 1s
the lett-hand one of the original bulliaing. The adadition's tirst story storetront
originally consisted or a single display window Co the lett and an lnset entrahce TO
the right' that contained separate entrances for the flrst story store and the second
story apartment. ‘The upper portions ot the original display winaows ot this
storefront have since been covered with panels ot vertical boards, but the original
entrance doors are still in place, as are the original two-1lght transoms apove
them. The one-bay-wilde second story repilcates the deslidgn ot the older puilding as
descriped earlier and 1t 1S entlrely intacet.

I'he addition was bullt to house a Dakery 1ln the rirst story and Thls usage contihued
until just recently. ‘''ne upper story ot the original building tunctioned as the Udd
Kellows Hall tor many years, but thls usade nas since been dlscontlnuec, whlle the
two rirst story stores have Deen compined lnto one and greatly ailteread i1n the
process. ‘'he exteriors or the pulidlng ana its aadltion, however, are 1n very good
highly 1ntact condition.

This building was Dullt-TO replace an earller one beilonging TO the uda rellows that
purned 1n early Ll8Y94. ‘the earller bulidilng had originally been a Methodlst Church
that the oudd rellows bought ana moved TO this site.

A. B. Larrabee Biock (Contributing) LU/-1UY9 West Main St. L8gy4++ Map NOo. 5

The A. B. Larrapee DIOCK 1S a gqouble STOre puiiding constructed in i8Y4 to repiace
an earlier building on the site that burned in the fire ot 1¥Y94. This Commercial
vernacular torm bullding 1s one-story 1ln height and rectilinear 1n plan anad measures
3b-feet-wide by bU-feet-deep. ''he building rests on 24"-thick stone foundation .
walls that enciose a basement story. The exterior walls that rest on this
foundation are 12"-thick and are fashioned out of cream brick. These wallis rise up
to siloping parapets on the building's side elevations and to a tall corpbellea brick
parapet on the maln facade.

'ne principal tacade ot this building faces south onto Main Street and it is
entramed by thin tull-height corner pilaster strips that terminate at the base ot
the parapet. &karly photos ot the building show that the present appearance ot this
facade is close to the original, but there have also been several alterations. The
design is, strictly speaking, an asymmetrical one because the two otherwise
identical original storefronts that take up most ot the racade are not quite equal
in width, the lett-hana one (l0Y) beilng slightly wider. These storetronts are

++ pmro Heraid. December 2%, i8Y4, pg. 8. See also a letter trom C. B. RooOTC
written in lYsY that is incorporated within "The History ot Omro," iY//, the much
larger Mss. compiled by Miss Marian sSmith.
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separated trom each other by a one-story pliaster STrip and they each oriqginaliy
teatured two ilarge two-11ghT Qlsplay wlndows that tlankea a deeply inset and
centered maln entrance, tne canted slaes Of WNICHh Were also A1SDLAay WiNAOws.
Paneled DuiKkneads were piLaced DeiLow The WINAoOws, eacnh entranCe door was surmounted
DY & transom, and CWO CAast lron CoLumns were placed at The COrNers tlianking tne
entrance.;

The torm ot the Leit-hand (west) storerront 15 stllil iLargeiy lntact today, as are
1TS cast 1lron columns, put the original 4isplay wilndows have now been replaced with
ilater ones, the upper THira O wWRich 1S NOW CoOVered wWlth pane.s coverea 1n anglea
woocen boaras. in aaadition, the 0ri1ginal panelled bulkheads Delow the windows have
been replaceqa with Drick. ‘'ne rignht-nana storetront, nhowever, ndas peen compieteiy
replacead witi a Later one. ''hls storetront nas a single large dlsplay wlndow to the
right and an entrance ¢o0r to the iert, DOth Ot whlch are entrameg 1n Drick ana
5eparated trom eacnh other by a wide Drick pliaster.+<

The upper part or The maln tfacade 1S glven over to its original tail pricx parapet.
‘'his parapet has three panels apove each storetront opening, the paneis Delng
aivided from each other by thin corbelled Drick strips. 7The TOp eage ot each panel
1S decorated with double courses ot dog-tootn DriCks and a corbel table spans the
width of the tacade just above the panels. karly photos ot the building show that
the parapet was originally even taller than it 1S now, but the upper portion and its
decorative elements have now been removed.

Larrapee used the lett-hana store to house a grocery business and it has since
served many other businesses as well and quite recently housea the iocal V.r.W.
post. The right-hand store has been a grocery store and a saloon and it noused the
People's Bank ot Umro tor a number ot years. Until quite recently it containea a
shoe shop, but 1t has now peen converted into an apartment. ‘this building is still
in good condition today desplite the alterations noted above.

The Fountain inn Hotel (cContributing) LUL-1U3 W. Main St. ca.ilyuvuy-Ls3+° Map No. b

sSanborn-Perris maps Show that the two-story rectilinear pian rkountain inn Hotel
achlieved 1ts present torm between LlYuu and L1YLJ3, and 1t 1S possSlble that 1t
incorporates portlons oOf an earller one-story rectilinear plan brick puilaing that

1< An excellent photo ot the origlnal right-hand storerront ot tnls building appears
on pg. L3Y ot Voi. £ ot Come Back 1n ‘l'ime, which was written Dy Elaine Reetz, and
published 1n Princeton, Wl in 1Y8Z. ‘there 1s ailso a good photo ot the interior as
fitted up to house the People's Hank ot Omro, which was iocated here tfrom lYlb to
1933.

*+3 Sanborn-Perris Maps ot Umro, Wisconsin. New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., 1900
and 1913. Otner maps 1n the Omro series are dated 1847, 1892, 1895, and 1929.




NP5 ¥Oorm tu-viua
TRevV. ¥-3b)
Wisconsin word Processor rkormat

Approvea /8

Unitea states vepartment ot the interior
Nationali Park bservice

NATIONAL REGLSTER OF HISTURLC PLACES

CONTINUATLION SHEET

UmMro DOWNTOwWn H1STOXic UISTrict, UMro, wlnnepaao County, Wisconsin
Ssection number __ / _ vage Y

was Dullt on the same site ca.l¥¥l.~* As 1t now stands, the present buiiding 1S an
early example ot the ‘'Ywentieth Century Commerclal style that measures sb-teet-wlde
by 8U-reet-deep. 'he pullding rests on Z4"-thiCK stone tounaatlion wails that
enclose a rull basement story. 'I'he exterior walls that rest on tnhnis toundation are
L2"-thicKk and are rashioned out Ot orange-browh Drick. ''hese walls rise up to
shallow gérapets on the building's sSlde elevations and on 1ts mailn tacade.

The building's Llocatlon on the northwest corner or the ilntersection ot West Main
Street and sSouth Webster Avenue gilves 1t Two principal tacades. ‘''he most 1important
Of the two taces south onto Main Street and 1ts tlrst story is pelleved to have
originalliy consisted of an 1nset corner entrance to the right, two equal-width
aisplay wlndows 1n the center, and & secondary entrance for the secona story to tne
iert. ‘'his cannot De conrirmed, however, due TO the lack ot early photos ot the
builaing. The present appearance of the flrst Story Loilows thls general outlilne
put all the elements have now been modernized. Jlhese elements are each separated
trom one another Dy tive requlariy spaced DriCK plers, and photos ot the origlnal
building on this Ssite conrirm that, with the exception or the right-nand CoOrner pier
that supports the ceiiling or the 1nset entrance and the lert-nand pier, tne otner
three pilers were not a part or the adeslgn Or tne origlnali Dbulladilng. 'I'he corner
entrance now contalns a single modern metal ana glass door, both 0ot the one-l1lght
dispilay windows are set 1nto metal rrames and have bulkheads below that are claa 1in
modern materials, and the second sSCOry entrance door 1S also a moaern unit. The
wall surtace above these elements to the level Orf the second StOrY WlNAOW Silis 1S
now covered over with a broad band Of modern metai sldlng, which wraps arounda the
corner ot the puliding tor a aistance ot apout lU-teet.

'he second story ot the main racade 1s symmetrical in design and three-pays-wlde and
1t 15 demarcated trom the t1rst story Dy a dark brown header course Drick
beltcourse, ‘'his beltcourse aiso acts as the sill ot the three tlat-arched window
openings, which each contain a single one-over-one-light double hung wooden sash
window. ‘''ne heads ot each or the windows are outlined by a slightly corpelled
inverted U-shape Drick hooa mold, and a simple metal cornice spans the racade above
them. The facade 1s terminated by a shallow stepped brick parapet, which an early
photo shows originally also sported a triangular pediment that has since been

removed.

The tlrst story ana part ot the second story or the west-facing side elevation ot
this building is covered by the building next door (Map No. ). The tirst story of
the east-tacing South webster Avenue slde elevatlon ot the puilaing is asymmetrical
and four-pbays-wide. The tetft-hand bay consists of a now tilled window opening, the
second pay trom the lett contains a large brick-tilied aisplay window opening, the
thirda bay trom the ieftt {(which 1S locatea towards the rear ot the elevation)

+4 [t the earlier bullaing 1s 1n tact part ot the present one it may be that the
second story and a two-story additlon 1n Cne rear were Dotn added to 1t between LYyUu-

1913,
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contalns a modern entrance door, and tne tfourth bay contains an oriqinal entrance
door opening that still retalns 1ts origina. obiong one-Llignt transom. ‘he second
STOry 1S also asymmetrical in design and 1is elight-bays-wide. £ach bay contains a
single tlat-archea winaow openhing that has a head tashiocned trom two courses Ot
neader bricks and each opening contalns a sSingle one-over-one-.1ght double hung
wooden sa%n window. ‘the metal cornice that spans the main tacade continues across
the width 0f thils elevation as well ana the elevation 1s terminated by a shallow
brick parapet, wnich, liKe that ot the maln tacade, 1S capped With Terra cotta
coping.

50 tar as can Dpe aetermined, the 1lnterior ot the building does not retaln any
nistoric reatures. ‘'he Lirst StOry Of thls DUlidlng nas always Deen occupied DY TWo
STOres Or Dy saloons. ‘'ne secona STOrY was 0riginally used as a hote:, DuT 1t now
nouses several apartments. With The exceprion or the Now altered Llrst STOry oOr the
maln tacade, the exter10r Or TN1S DUliding 1s Still 1n good, largely original
condaition, nowever, and Lor that reason the pulidlng is consiaered TO De a
contributing resource 1n the alstrict.

N. Frank Buiiding {Contributing) lU3 . Main St. ca.lggL+® Map No. 7

The two-story N. krank Bullaing 1s one ot the district's tinest and most intact
resources. [t was bullt ca.l8¥L as a doublie store pbuilding with a meeting hall
occupying the second STOry and 1t replaced a trame bulilding ot the same size and
type that had been bDuilt Dy Frank in 1857 and destroyea in a tire earlier in L881.
This Itallanate-inspired Commercial Vernacular rorm building 1S rectllinear in plan
and measures bU-teet-wide by JU-feet-deep. 'he puilding rests on 24"-thicx stone
roungation walls that enclose a tull basement story. The exterior walis that rest
on this toundation are L2"-thick ana are tashioned out of cream prick. These walls
rise up to a continuous parapet that encircles the building's side elevations and

1ts main tacade.

The building's Location on the northeast corner ot the intersection ot kast Main
street and South Wepster Avenue glves 1t TwO princlpal tacades. ‘''he most 1mportant
ot the two taces south onto Main Street and early photos of the building show that
the present appearance ot this tacade 1S very close to that ot the originai. The
design is symmetrical and its tirst story originally contained two ldaentical
storefronts that were tramed by brick pirlaster strips at each end ot the building
ana separated by a third one. ‘hese storetronts each teatured two large tour-.iignt
display windows that tlanked a deeply 1nset and centered main entrance, the cantea
sides of which were also four-iight aisplay wilndows that were siigntly less wide
than the main ones. ‘'wo cast iron columns were placed at the corners tianking the
entrance, paneied wood buikheads were placed below each window, each storetront had

+3 In a letter rrom C. B. Root written in 1Y39 that 1s incorporated within "The
History of oOmro," 1971, pg. 288; the much larger Mss., compiled by Mlss Marian Smith.
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d raised cut stone s1ill, and each storetront Opening was spanned Dy & Cast lron
lintel. Ail the rraming elements Or these storefronts and the cast 1ron coiumns are
Stlil 1ntact, but the display wWlndows have since peen repLaced DY moaern wooden
panels upon whiCh thln wood Str1ps nave peen piaced SO 3s TO lmitate the appearance
Of paneiling. in addition, small square Windows have Deen cut 1nto tour ot these
paneits anﬁ the entrance to the right-hand storeiront nas now Deen removea and

replacea with paneLing.

'he remainder ot this racade 1S almost totally 1intact. A corpeiled Drick
stringcourse spans the racade Just above the Cast 1lron lintels and Just below the
Cut stone sllls or the second story windows. ‘'he second story ot this building 1S
somewnat taliler than others in the district in order Lo accommodate the second story
hall and 1t Is six-bays-wlde. kacn bay contains a single stlltea arch wlndow
opening having a cut stone sill and a nead that 1s decorated wlth a corbelled,
stilted arch brick hood mold that teatures a stone Keystone. '‘hese openings are
filled with the origlnal tour-over-tour-i11gnt wood sash double hung windows, the
upper sash ot which also has a stilted arch shape. A dignitled corpeiled
stringcourse spans the facade several teet above the wlndow heads ana the tacade 1s
terminatea by & Drick parapet designea to resemple a sSoild Daiustrade wnose lendath
15 divided 1nto tour equal sectlons DYy pedestal-Lilke DrickXx strips.

I'he west-taclng sSoutn wepster Avenue side elevation ot tne building 1s divided 1nto
three equal-width sectlons Dy tour tull-height pliaster strips. ‘'ne only openings
in the rirst story are two segmental arch door openings 1n the lert—-nand section.
Kacn ot these openlngs has a corpelled, segmental arch nood mold. ‘The Lett-nhand
opening contalns what may De 1ts original tour-panel door and 1t 15 surmounted DY &
small rive-ligpnt transom. ‘''he second sStory 1s Six-bays-wide with each ot the three
sectlons containing two Days. H&ach pay contalns a singie stlltea arcn winaow
opening. I'nese are 1denticat to tnhne ones on the main tacade ana tney also contain
thelr original tour-over-tour-11ght wood sash doubDie nung windows, the upper sash ot
which aiso nas a stiltea arch shape. ''he elevatlon 1S termilnatea Dy a continuation
0t the same corpelled stringcourse that spans the main racade and the eievation 1s
terminated by a continuation of the same brick parapet that is tound on the main

tacade.

T'he two stores that originaliy made up the interior ot the tirst story ot the
building have now been turned into one and their original design features have
either been removed or covered over. The second story was not seen but 1t was
originally known as "Frank's Hall" and it was long a meeting place tor a number of
C1V1iC and traternal organizations including the EK.F.U. and the Modern Woodmen of
America. ‘The building's exterior is now in excellent, highly original condition (1t
was ligntly sandblasted in 14Y¥0) and shoula be consiaered one ot umro's rinest
historic public buiidings.
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W. W. Race Buiilding (Contriputing) 1UY K. Main St. 1371+ Map No. 8

The two-story W. W. Race Building 1S another ot the dlsTrict's tinest resources. (Lt
was built i1n 1l8/L as a douple store bullding the west store pelng given over to
Race's haraware pusiness. ‘I'hls ltallanate-inspired Commerclal vernacular torm
puilding /1s rectilinear in plan and measures Jb-teet-wide x bU-teet-aeep and there
15 also a one-story DricKk aadition to the rear that measures /Zb-teet-wide X JU-teet-
deep. 'I'ne building rests on Z4"-tnlcCk Stone roundation walis that enclose a tull
basement story. ‘'‘ne exterlor walls that rest on this tounaation are s3"-thlCk and
are tashloned out of Cream brick. ‘I'hese wails rise up to 51L0ping parapets on the
buildings siae e:evatlons and to a taller corpelied parapet on thne main tacage.

ne main tacade taces south onto Main Street and early photos Of the buiiding show
that the Dresent appearance Or the second Story Of TN1S facade 1S verv cClose to that
0r the original. ‘''he design Of the racade was 0riginally symmetrical and 1ts rL1rst
Story containea two identical storerronts (actually, They were mlrror 1images Or eacn
other) that were tramed by Prick pllaster strips at each end ot the puilding and
separated Dy a second Story entrance. ‘hese sStorerronts eacn reaturec a iarge one-
light gisplay window that tianked a 511ghTly lnset maln entrance, the entrances
peing on the iert side Or the iett-hand (wesT) storetront ana the right slae oL the
right-nand (east) storerront. ‘[wo-ll1ght transoms were placed above eacn entrance,
shallow paneled wood Duikheads were piaced Delow each window, and Doth Openings were
spanned with cast 1ron llntels decorated with paterae. The centrally pltaced second
Story entrance was unusual in that it played a major role in the design ot the first
story. The surround ot the entrance door opening was made ot brick ana its design
was classical 1n inspiration. This opening haa a stilted arch shape and 1t was
outllned Dy two continuous corpelled brick pilaster strips that terminated in a
keystone at the apex or the arch. ''hese strips ailso had bases and capitais. ‘the
wood entrance door within thls opening was tall and narrow, and 1t had tour panels
and was surmounted by a tour-light tanlight.

Almost nothing of the original first story is visible today, however. ALl of the
originai storetront elements appear to have been removed atter the two stores were
joined together atter wWoria war Ll. Now, the rignt-nand portion Of thlis STLOry 1s
covered over with panels dispiaying signage whille the ilett-nand portion consists ot
a modern bare metal sash display window and door combination. ‘'hese elements are
sheltered by a tiat metal-edgea canopy and the remaining wall space above 1S covered
with a full-width panelled signboara. 'he only remainlng part ot the original tirst
story that survives 1s a denticulatea brick stringcourse that is located just above

the signboard below.

*= Wrignt, P. M, OUmro, wisconsin: A Briet Sketch ot 1ts rast_and Present. ramphlet
published by the Umro Journal, L1d76, pg. 1ls.
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‘'he secona story, though, 1S almost completely intact. ''nis sSTOry 1S entramed DY
pllaster strips tnat serve as the sSlde elements of & corpelied DricKk trame that
creates & siligntly inset tull-wldCh panet 1nto which the window openings are
placed. 'This STtOry 1s Slx—-baysS-wlde and eacn pay Contalns a sinaie stlitea arch
window opening that has a cut stone slll and 1s entramed with pllaster strips that,
like tne:Surround 01 the second story entrance pelow, have capltals and terminate 1n
a stone xeystone. Because Cnhese 0penings are set qulte cClose togetner the overall
etrect 1S that ot a continuous arcade. 0riginaily, each ot these openings was
filied with tour-over-tour-1i1gnt wood sSash double nung windows, the upper sash ot
whicn also had a stilted arch shape, Dut these have since Deen replacea with tlat-
arch one-over-one-.11gnt double hung wlindows that are each surmounted by a single
fixed stilted-arch pane.

The tacade 1s terminated by a corbelled cornice, above which 1S a Drick parapet that
15 designed to resemple a solld balustrade whose length 1S divided 1into three equal
sections by pedestal-llke corbelled brick strips.

The west-racing side elevation ot thls puiidlng is now completely covered Dy the
building next door (Map No. 7). The tirst story ot tne east-tacing side elevation
1s similariy concealed by the bullding next door (Map No. Y), but the second story
1s still visible. 'this elevation 1s clad 1n orange-red brick and it 1s tour-bays-
wide, each bay containing a single tlat-arched window opening that is tilled with a
one-over-one-light double nung window. ‘'he eitevatlon 1S terminateda by a sioping
three-step parapet that hides the gently sLoping asphalt-covered root ot the

pullding.

Hace's haraware store occupleda the west store IOor many years and both 1t and the
east store have also Deen occupied Dy a serles ot drugstores, one ot which now
occuples DOTn stores. ‘'he second StOry nas usually been given over tO protessional
orrices and this 1S sT1lli true today. DbLesplte the loss ot the the tirst story ot
the main tacade ana the 1nterior, thls 15 Stlil one Ot tThe AlSTrict’'s most
impressive buildings and it 1s still 1n very good condltion today.

Anton Hang Meat Marxet (Contributing) Li5 k. Main St. 1921+ Map No. Y

The Anton Bang Meat Market pullding is a small one-story rectilinear plan Commercial
Vernacular torm bullding that was built 1n 1927 to house a meat market. The
puilding measures 20-feet-wide x 4Y-teet-deep and has l2"-thick concrete block
exterior waiils that enclose both a tull basement story and the tirst story. The
main facade taces south onto Main Street and its design is asymmetrical and consists
ot a storetront that 1s surmounted by a tail, plain concrete block parapet wall into
which a datestone 1is set that reads "1927". The storetront appears to be largely

+7 Smith, Marian. "History ot Omro," pg. 149. “1ypewritten Mss. on file at the
Carter Memorial Library in Omro.
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original and consi1sts ot & recessed entrance to the lett and a display window to the
right. A concrete bioCK pilaster strip on the extreme iett tlanks the deeply 1inset
half-canted entrance. ‘he canted side wall of the entrance contains a one-Light
display window opening ana a sidellght 1s placed to the Llett ot the one-lignht over
one-panel wood entrance door. ‘ransoms that are now filled with plywood are placed
over tne;ﬁoor, the sidelignht, ana the canted display window. ''0 the right of the
entrance 1s a slngle 1arge one-Light dilsplay window that is set 1nto a wall surtace
that 1s now covered 1in Stack bond Drick. ‘1hls wlndow has a header course Drick silil
and 1t 1s set 1lnto a wooden trame. A fiat modern Canopy now sheiters the entire
tacade, but its construction date 1S unknown.

‘'ne west-raclng side elievation Ot thils building abuts the puiiading next 4oor and has
no openlngs.' ‘'ne east-tacing siae elevation 1s constructed out ot concrete DLOCK
and 1t taces a parking LoTt next 4oor and aLtso has no openings. ‘I'his elevatlion
terminates 1n a straight parapet that 1S5 topped wlth concrete coplng.

Anton Bangs occupled this puiidlng untli nhis retirement in lYyso, and LC was
atterwards a restaurant and 1S now a video store, ''he pullaing 1s 1n good condition
and 1s a modaest DUt essentlally 1NTact resource.

®ari & McGuire guilging (Contripbuting) LU0 &, Main St. ca.lyyu-y5+<* Map No. 1lU

fhis tine, largeiy 1ntact Cwo-StOry DuUlldlng was constructed between L3Y0 and 1845
by Karl & McGulre, whose grocery store occupled the tirst story. ‘'his italianate-
inspired Commercial vernacular torm puilding 1s rectilinear 1n plan and measures Z/-
teet-wide py 97-teet-deep. 'the bullding rests on stone toundation walls that
enclose a tull basement story. This foundation 1s expressed on the exterior ot the
building as a plinth and the exterior walls that rest on it are 1lz"-thick and are
tashioned out ot cream brick. These walls rise up to a continuous parapet that
encircles the building's west-tacing side elevation and 1ts main tacade.

The building's Location on the southeast corner ot the intersection ot East Main
Street and South Webster Avenue gives 1t two principal tacades. ‘‘he most important
0t the two faces north onto Main Street and early photos of the buiiding show that
the present appearance of the second story ot this tacade 1s very close to that ot
the original. £arliy photos show that the tirst story origilnally contained a single
very large six-light display window that was framed by brick pilaster strips at each
end ot the facade. ‘This window occupied the whole width of the space between the
pilaster strips, a paneled wooad bulkhead was placed below 1t, and a cast 1iron lintel
decorated with three paterae spanned the width of the opening above the window. I[n
recent years, however, the originai display window has been replacea with a modern
three-iight one, the bulkhead has been replacead, and the upper third or the wlnaow

+e Sanborn-Perris Maps ot umro, wisconsin. New York: sanborn-rerris Map Co., 189U
anda 1300.
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opening and the wall surtace above has been covered by moaern metai or wood sSiding
up to tne level Or a corbelilea Drick bpbeltcourse placed Just DelOw the second sStTory
window slils.

‘'he remainder ot thls tacade 1S almost totalily intact. ‘l'he Drick beltcourse
mentioneq above separates the tirst trom the second STOry, which 1S three-bays-
wide. Bkach bay contains a single segmental arch window opening that nhas a rock-
t3acea cut stone sill and a head tnat 1s gecorated with a corbeiled, segmentaLly
archea .orick hooa moid, the enas ot whlcn are linked Dy & double 4og-tootn course
stringcourse. ‘hese openings are tillea with thelr original tlat-archea one-over-
one-i1ght wood sash double hung windows. ‘The wall surtace above 1S terminated Dy &
corbelied brick parapet that 1S decorated with a denticulated course and a dog-tooth
course ot brick. ‘'he parapet 1s crowned Dy a bracketed metal-covered overhanging
cornice that also has pilaster caps at the top ot each pilaster strip.*?

1he northwest-tacing corner ot the buliding 1is canted ana the tirst story contains
the principal entrance to the pullilding. 0Origilnally, thls tlat-arched entrance
opening was as talili as the display window opening on the main tacade and one
ascended two cut stone steps to reach it. This entrance has been moditied, thougn,
and now contalns a modern pare metal trame one-il1ght entrance door, ana the upper
portion of the opening 1S aiso now nidden py metal or wood siding. ‘ne second
story, however, 1s 1ntact ana contains & single bay that 1s tiitled with a window
opening ot the type tound on the maln tacade. ‘''he parapet above and 1ts cornice are
also stili intact.

‘'he much ionger west-taclng S0UTh webster Avenue side elevation ot the puilding 1S
dividea 1nto two equal-width sections Dy three tull-heignt pllaster strips, one at
each end ana one 1n the center. All 0f the original openings in the rirst story
have now peen filled 1in with Dbrick. Une 1s lLocated to the lett ot center and was
originaily a segmental-archea side door entrance. ‘'he ilargest ot these openings was
a display window located just to the right ot center and the outline ot this opening
and 1ts cast 1ron Linteli are still visible. Ln adaition, a brick stringcourse
rormead out of TwWO COUrses Or rock-taced Drick spans the widtn ot this story apout
TWOo thirds ot the way up. ‘I'he second story 1s elgnt-pays-wilde and each bay contalns
a Wwlnaow opening or openings that are stiil rilled with thelir original windows,
Wnich are ot the same type, sSlze, and design as those described earliler that are
touna on the maln tacade., ‘lhe t1rst, third, slxth and eighth bays from the lert
each contailn a single window opening while the remaining bays each contaln paired
window openings. T'he elevation 1s terminated by a continuation ot the same
corbeiled prick parapet and metal cornice that spans the main tacaae.

The first story of the east-tacing side elevation ot this building was originally
covered by another building that has since been demollsned ana 1t has no openings.

19 Kariy photos show that these caps were originally decorated with tlame-like
tinials that have since been removed.
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A single segmental-arched door opening located towards the rear ot the second story
0f thls elevation 1s now tillea witn plywooa. E£arl & Mcuuilre subsequently sola this
puilding to Henry Seifert, wno ran his own grocery store here until 1923, when he
sold tne puilding to the Umro Co-operative 5Shipplng Association. ‘he Co-op used the
building ,as a store until LYbb, and the tirst sStory 1s now a aentist ofrice. As a
consequence, the interior ot the first story has retained tew ot 1ts original
teatures. ‘fhe exterlor, nowever, 1S ln very good condition anad the puildaing
continues tO De a Drominent resource in the community.

®. A, karie Builiding (Non-Contributing) LZZ 3. Webster Ave., cCa.l#yh-19UU<¥ Map No.
11

Littie 1s xnown apbout the original appearance ot CNnisS one-story rrame construction
builaing, whilch 1S now Complned wlth the pullding next door {Map No. 1lZ) To make up
the Krienaliy ‘avern. Sanborn-rerris maps Show that the Duilding was bullt petween
1895 and 1YUU and that 1t was originally a 4b-root-wide X 4b-toot-deep L-plan
buiiding, the tip of the ell beind a small ottice extension that extended west rrom
the main west-tacing South Webster Avenue tacade ot the buiiding. 'The remainder of
the tacade was set back. trom the street, aillowing for a smail yard in tront and the
front facade and the rear elevation ot the building were then covered with metai
sheets tor tire protection.=+

Between 1913 and 1929, the tront ot the building was repuilt and the entire facade
was moved up flush with the sidewalk, Just as it is today. A poor early photo shows
that this tacade was crowned by a simple cornice and that it had an entrance door
opening to the left and two tlat-arched window openings to the right, but nothing
else 1s known about its appearance during this period.

The present facade ot the building reflects the late Art Moderne style of 133Us and
1940s. This tfacade 1is ciad in a concrete veneer that extends from the base of the
tacade to the simple metali cornice. This veneer appears to have been worked either
with a mold or by hand to produce a surface that imitates broken coursed rock-taced
stone. The facade is four-pays-wide and the entrance 1s placed in the left-hand
bay. This entrance is deeply inset into the builaing and the solid wood door, into
which three smail stepped Lights are set, is located to the Left side of the rear ot
the entrance. Just to the right ot the door 1s a nearly tull-height sidelignt
tiiled with glass bDlock. 'Tnis sidelight 1s actuaily a part ot a larger window that
is set into the curved side wall (the south walli) ot the entrance and also tillied
with glass block, both the curved wall ana the use of giass bplock being

29 Sanborn-Perris Maps ot Umro, Wisconsin. New York: sanporn-rerris Map Co., 1890
ana 19Vu.

1 this yard was probably used to aisplay agriculturai implements since the Sanborn
map shows that this bullding was an agdriculturalil implement warehouse in t8Y5. The

building does not have a pasement story.
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distinctively Art Moderne styllstlc features. ‘o the rignt ot the entrance are
three evenly spaced obiong wilncow openinds, each of which nas a concrete sill ang 1s
rilleac witn giass block.

'ne whoie  main racade has a Simple Dut aistinctiveliy modern appearance. Althoudh
the date 'of 1ts construction 1s not Known, the strong simllariCty petween it and tne
tacade ot the Club Omreau (Map No. 14), whiCh 1S Known to nave peen Dullt in 14Yb5u
suggests a simiiar date for this tacade as well.

The south-tacing side elevation ot this pbullding has always Deen covered DY the
buriding next door (Map No. LZ). ‘he north-tacing side elevation nas no openings
and is entirely clad in metai sheeting that has been stampea to resemble rock-raced
cut stone. 'This elevation culminates 1n a sioping parapet tnat nides the gentlty
pitched asphalt-covered root or the builalng.

The original owner ot this bullding was Eugene A. Harle. Earle came to Omro in
1864, He was a dealer in agricultural implements, grain, hay, and coal and operatea
grain elevators 1n Waukau, Fisk, Allenville, and Larson in addition to having grain,
wood, and coal elevators 1in Omro. By 1913, Earle's implement business and garage
occupled both this and the adjacent building to the south (Map No. 12). He was
succeeded in 19372 by a tormer empioyee, Hruce Carter, who continued the use ot this
and the adjacent puilding as an lmplement salesroom and garage.=<< The aitered
exterior ot this building 1s in good condition today, but nothing ot the originail
interior has survived.

Buiiding (Contriputing) Lz2 5. Webster Ave. ca.l§9yb5-190u=<>  Map No. 12

Llttle more is Known about the original appearance ot Thls one-story trame _
construction Commercial Vernacular rorm building than 1s known about the building
next aoor (Map No. 1l), the two ot which now make up the rriendly Tavern. The
bulilding 1s rectilinear 1n plan, measures 34-teet-wide X 53-teet-deep, ana has a
concrete slab roundation. Sanborn-Perrls maps show that the bullding was Dullt
between L¥Y5 and 190U, ana that 1t was constructed with a maln racade that was taced
1n brick and side and rear elevation that were cilad 1n metal sheets over a wood

trame. ‘This is still true toaay.

The main facade taces west onto South Webster Avenue. 1t is constructed out ot
cream brick, is entramed at either end by corbelled full helght brick pilaster
strips, is surmounted by a corbelled brick parapet wall, and is divided into two
equal-width bays by a third full neight pilaster strip that is centered on the
facade. Originally, this facade is believed to have consisted of a storetfront of

%% smith, Marian. Op. Cit., pg. l4e.
<3 sanporn-Perris Maps of Omro, Wisconsin. New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., 1890

and 1900.
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unknown composltion, whlch was surmounted by the very taitl, Drick parapet wali.
This storetront has since been replaced, but all the rest ot the tacade still
retalns 1ts originai appearance. T'he two original equal-wiath storerront openings,
which are separated by the centerea pllaster strip, were tilied 1n with red-prown
brick some years ago. ‘I'ne original letrt-nand (nortnh) storerront opening now
contains two large equal-sized tlat-archea window openings that are tillea with
glass bLock and separatea rrom each other by a wide brick mullion. ‘Ihe original
storetront opening to the right now contains an entrance door opening to the lett
that 1s now tiiled with wood boards, and there are two equally tail but less wide
tlat-arched window openings to 1ts rignt that are aiso rilled with glass block. A
neader course Drlck stringcourse 5erves as a common Siil IOor the windows, a soldlier
course Drick stringcourse serves as thelr iintel, ana a second neager Course Drick
stringcourse terminates the wall space apove tnhe lintel Qr the WlNAOwWS and the TOD
0f the origina: openings. ''he elevation terminates in a tall prick parapet wall
that 1s crowned Dy a corbelied prick cornice.

‘'he north-tacing side elevatlion or this pulldlng has always been covered Dy the
building next door {(Map No. ll). ‘'ne south-racing s1de elevartlon nas no Openings
and is entirely clad 1in metal sheeting that has been stamped to resemble rocx-taced
cut stone. 'T'his elevation culminates 1n a sloplng parapet that nides the Jently
pltchea asphalt-coverea roor or the puilding. ‘The rear etevation is covered 1in the

same material.

'he original owner ot this bpbuilding 1s unknown, but may have been K. A. karle. The
Sanborn maps show that this building was originally occupied by a general store. By
1913, Harle's implement Duslness and garage occupied both this and the adjacent
building to the north (Map No. lL). Earle was succeeded in 1932 by his former
employee, Bruce Carter, who continued the use of this and the adjacent building as
an impiement salesroom and auto garage. The altered exterior of tnis pullding 1is in
good condition today, but nothing or the original interior has survived.

Building {Contributing) 100 w. Main st. ca.lsy/-1892<+ Map No. 13

This long narrow one-story two or three store Commercial Vernacular tform building
was constructed between 1887 ana 1892 and its earliest known occupant was the dry
goods store of Day and Larrabee, but it is not known it they were aiso its owners.
The building measures 22-feet-wide x Yb-feet-deep and it rests on 24"-thick rubble
stone foundation walls that enclose a 3/4 basement story. ''he exterior walls that
rest on this toundation are lZ"-thick and they are fashioned out of cream brick.
These walls rise up to a tall corbellea brick parapet on the main tacade and on the

east-tacing siae elevation.

%4 ganborn-Perr1s Maps ot Umro, Wisconsin. New York: sanborn-rerris Map Co., 1887
ana i18YZ.
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‘'he bullding's locatlon on the southwest cCorner or the 1ntersectlon Or West Main
Street ana South Webster Avenue gives 1T tLwo principal racades. The sporter or the
TWO taces north onto Maln Street, but early photos ot tne ouliding show that tnis
tacade has been altered over the vears. ‘lhese photos show tThat tnils tacaae
originaiLy contalneda a single very large dlsplay window tnat was tramea DY Drick
pilaster 'strips at each eng or the racade. 1nis wlndow occupled the wnole width ot
tne space between tne pilaster strips, a Daneled wooad bulkneaa was piacea below 1T,
and a cast 1ron l1lntel spanned the wldth or the opening above the wWindow. Ln recent
years, nowever, the lower TCwo-Cniras or the original dispiay window opening has peen
riiied with cream DricK (tnis Dric¥ ailso belng used to replace the puiknead) ana the
upper third ot the origilnal wWindow Opening now CONTAlNS an oblong two-11ghT Wlndows
set 1nto a metal trame. in aadition, a fisn scale and dlamona pattern wood-shingle-
covered pent roof that 13 supported by small wood brackets 1S now piacead Just above
the winaow openlng and 1t spans the racade (thls root also wraps around the corner
or the builaing and extends halt the lengtn or the east eievation as well). The
remaining portion ot this tacade's wall surtace above tThis root was apparently
remodeled earlier in this Century and was resurtaced with a difrerent cream prick at
that time. While entraming pilaster strips were retainea as a stylistic element,
the ornate origilnal corbelled brick parapet wall was replacea with one naving only a
minimal amount of decoration at the cornice.

fhe lower two-thirds ot the northeast-racing corner or tnis puiiding nas been cut
put trom the portion above and 1t 1S canted and contains the principal entrance to
the builailng. 0Uriginally, this tlat-arched entrance opening was as tall as tne
aisplay window opening on the maln racade and one ascendead a cut stone step To reach
1t. 'his entrance has been since been moditfled, however, and 1t now teatures
5igellgnts and contalns a one-iight wood trame entrance door, whlle The Transom
apove nas peen tilled with the same cream Drick that now fiils the Lower portion ot
the display window opening. ‘he pent root describea previously is placed just above
the entrance and the wall surrtaces above this have both been resided.

‘'he much Longer east-tacing sSouth webster Avenue racade ot the bullding is aiviaed
1nto tour equal-width pays Dy Live pllaster strips, one at each end ana three more
in petween. wvriginaily, the two lett-hand (south} bays each contalned STOretrronts
that most llkeiy consisted ot display windows Similar to the original one on the
maln tacade ana posslbly an entrance aoor as well. ‘lhese bays have now pDeen tilled
in with verticai metal panelling into which small oblong and square window openings
and an entrance door opening have been cut. The third bay trom the iett originally
contained a single segmental-arched side door entrance located at the lett side of
the bay and a small square window opening to the right. The window opening has
since been filled with brick, put the door opening still exists, althougn 1t has
since been moditied 1nto a tlat-arch opening that is tillied with a modern door. The
right-hand bay has never contalned any openings. ‘''he upper portion ot the elevation
is still crowned with its original tall corbelleda brick parapet. 'his same parapet
originally terminated the shorter Main Street tacade as well and it teatures two
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stringcourses of dog-tooth soldlier course Dricks placed below a corbelled upper
portion. Karly photoS snhow that a wooden cornlce orilginally crownea the parapet
wall as weil, but this has since peen removed.

The west-tacing side elevatlon ot thls Dulldilng was 0riginally coverea Dy another
building that has since been demoilshed and 1T has no openings and is now covered DYy
modern metal siding.

'ne main store Of thls bullding was 0rigilnaliy occupiea Dy a 4ry goods store that
was bequn Dy bay & Larrabee ana arterwards carried on by James sharpe, while the
rear stores were occuplea Dy a varlety of businesses inciuding a meat market and a
miitlinery shop. By L3UU, the main sStore nad pecome & saloon and it remained one tor
many years (the same space also appears L0 nhave noused a2 restaurant trom time to
time). ‘loday, tne pbullidling houses a drugstore and 1t 1S 1h vVery good conditlion.

T'he alterations to the Dulriding, wnhlle considerable, are also reversibie, ana they
have not obscurred the buiiding’s N1sStoric origlns., ‘'he existence ot historic
photos or the original exteri1or makes the possibie rastoration ot this puliding to
1ts original appearance quite teasible.

Ciub Omreau Lanes (Non-Contributing) 12U W. Main St. ca.idjul/1950<> Map No. 14

The present L-plan Club Umreau bullding conslsts ot two one-story buildings jJjoined
to make one; a rectiiinear plan concrete plock bullding to the lett (east)
constructed as a saioon petween LYUU anda LYls, ana a lLarger rectilinear plan
concrete DLOCK Dullding constructed 1n 1Y5U as a bowilng aliey. Wwhen the newer
buiiding was constructed, the smailer buiidlng was recycled as a pool hall that was
used as an adjunct to the bowling alley operation in the new building and the two
puildings were given a common maln tacade, which was designed in a late Art Moderne
style. The exterior and the inter1or ot these buildings now date trom 1450 and they
are both in a remarkably intact state of preservation.

A poor early photo suggests that the ca.l900 building was a simple Commercial
Vernacular pullding whose original north-tacing principal Main Street facade had a
tall tlat-archea entrance door to the lett and a storetront ot unknown design to the
right (west). This pullding was rectilinear in plan and measured 24-feet-wide x 49-
feet-deep and it featurea concrete block walls that terminated in a shallow parapet
wall that nid 1ts shallow-pitched root trom view. This building's original door and
window openings were retained when tne new building was buillt to the west ot it in
1950, but the original door and window units were replaced with the present ones.
Today, the entrance door opening contains a three-light over-three panel varnished
wood door ana the transom above now contains an alr-conditioner unit. The original

<> ganborn-Perris Maps ot Umro, Wisconsin. New York: Sanporn-Perris Map Co., 1900,
L9133, ana LYy2Yy. Also, City of Omro ''ax Assessment Rolls, kept in the Umro City

Hall.
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streamilned metal ana neon "CluD Umreau" sign is Stlll 1n place above this entrance
opening. ‘'he large Qlsplay window Opening to Tne rignt or the entrance now nas a
rock-taced concrete 5iiL 3and LT 15 tilled wiCh glass DLOCKS.<“®

‘t'he LSDUKDow11ng aliey buiiding 1s rectilinear 1in pian, measures js-reet-wige x 1liY-
teet-aeep, and 1t rteatures concrete DLOCK walls that terminate 1n a shallow parapet
wall that nhiges 1TS shailow-pltcned roor trom view. 1Ts thnree-pay-wlde nortn-tacing
Maln Street princlpal racaae 1s symmetrically designeda and teatures a wide tlat-
arcned entrance aoor opening in the center that 1s riankea on eltner side Hy large
oDLONg 4lspilay windows. ‘'ne 1arge dlspiay Winaow openings on either side orf tne
entrance nave concrete s511iisS and Lney are riileq with transiucent QL3sSS DIOCKS. rne
entrance 4acor opening nNas Ccurved side walls Chat are aiso made out 0oL transiucent
Jglass DLOCKS and these waliis [lank 3 palr Or deeply 1nset varnlisheda wood entrance
aoors, each or which has a singie Lozenge-snapea 1ight, wnhile a three-lignt transom
1s placed above tnem.

The main racades ot these two bulldlings Lie 1n the same plane with eacn other and
wnen the 1950 bullding was constructed, botn were coated Wlth a thick veneer ot
concrete or stucco that.appears to have Deen worked elther with a moia or py hand to
produce a surtace that 1mltates Droken coursed rocx-taced stone. ‘The result 1s a
unitied asymmetrical Art Moaerne style tacade that 1s very similar in 1ts execution
to that ot the one glven to the north portion ot the rriendiy ‘lavern (Map No. Lli).

Neither the east or west-tacing side elevations ot the the Club Umreau have any
openings, but the earller, much larger, ana very roughily Lald concrete blocKsS ot the
earlier east-tacing elevation are 1n marked contrast to the smaller blocks and
neater execution ot the west~taclng elevation. 5o tar as can be determined, the
exteriors ot the compined puildings have remained virtually unchanged since 1YbU.

The 1nterior ot tnhe ca.lYyuu pullding nNOwW CONS1STS Of & Slngle large room whose rear
(south) corners are occupied by two smail rest rooms that tlank a rear entrance tnat
15 centered on the rear watl. ‘'he walls or thls room are now llned entirely with
varnished tongue and q9roove boards that are pellevea to date to approximately 1950.
Metal lockers that are utllizea Dy patrons ot the powiing alley are pliaced around
these walls but are not attached to them and a broaa tlat-arched opening 1n the west
wail Ot the room opens 1nto the bowiing alley.

The interior ot the bowling alley 1s the most intact historic interior in the
district and it 1s remarkable tor having survived tor over 4U continuous years ot
use as a pbowling alley with so many or 1its 195U details 1ntact. ‘The north ena of
the bowling alley {the Main Street end) 1s given over to a bar and one enters this
area elther through the centered entrance 1n the maln tacade or trom the LocKer

e ‘the oblong center portion ot this window 1s fiileda with transparent glass block
wnile the blocks surrounding it are transiucent.
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LOOmM. ‘'ne Lower DOrT10N5 Of Che wallsS or The DAr room are Llneg wiltn a tall
Walnscot covered 1n DIOWN Leatherette ana this 1S rramea DY & Varnilshed wooden cnair
rail. ‘'ne remainlng portions or tnese walls are paneilea partially with ceiotex
paneis, whlch are original, ana with varnisnec pLywood sneets, wnicn are later
agaitions. ‘fhe par 1tseltr 1S sheathea ln varnishea plywooa sneets and 1T 1S
rectilinéar in plan. ‘'he wall benind the Dar wnere tne Dack Dar would normally be
nas 1nstead peen Lert Open TO the DOWLING 3ailey penind and siiding sheets ot giass
that run along the Dack eage or the Dar are the oniy physical Darriers Detween the
tWO spaces. 'fhe worK area wltnln the DAar 1tselt 1s also stlil largeiy lntact and
the storage areas and COOi1€rs under tne Dar stiil nhave thelr originai varnisnea wood
doors ana thelr original stalnless steel SINKS ana cablnet haraware.

'he Dowllng aitley 1tTselr nas a iounge ana seating area at 1ts north ena aajzacent to
the par witn the remainder Ot the space belng glven OvVer TCO Six bowliing Llanes. 1ne
ilower portions ot tne side walls Or the LOUNGlNg area are aiso covered wWiltn The same
Drown leatherette walNSCOL as The wails OL the Dar, wnile tne DOrtion above 15
plastereg. Because the rloor level of tne lanes 1S S11gntiy LOWeEr than that or tne
lounge area, the walnsCcoOU STePS AOWR as weli. ‘INree original curved panguettes made
out oI Laminatea wood SLIips OIIer seatlng ror tne powlers and the scoring stands 1in
tront of them, aithougn not originai, are oI the same DErioc and have sStreamiined
pegestals. All Or the equipment 0r tne idnes 15 originai, mucn Or 1t naving oeen
made Dy the Brunswick Company. ‘‘nhe paill returns are origlnal ana are made oL
varnished laminated wooa gecorated with streamiined Moderne style metal rittings,
and whiie automatiC plnsetters nave NOW Deen 1nstailled, tne palis are stllil returned
tOo the powlers via ralsed wooden channeis set between the ianes. ''he ceiling above
the lanes steps down towards the rear 1n several equally deep steps, and hiaden
lights beninad each step iiluminate the lendth ot the lanes. Even the Hrunswick Co.
ball-washing macnine located on the west side oL the lounge area 1S part ot the
original rittings ot the Clupb. Lln aaacition, the Dresent owners have kept the
original multi-color pailnt scheme of the bowling alley as welil. ''he overaii result
is not uniike stepplng into a movie set rrom tne L1Ybus.

The Club uUmreau was constructed for Stantord vincent, who was the original
proprietor ot the powling ailey. Vincent soiLa the CLub to the present owners, Glenn
and Loretta krank, nineteen years ago and they have continued to run it ever since.
Fortunately, the Franks are very aware ot the uniqueness ot thelr property and they
have been at pains to maintain 1t 1n as near an original state as possible.
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Cerrirylng orriClal Nhas considereq tie SignlriCance 0Ot THAls Droperty 1ip reiation tTo

other properries: nationatLLy statewvwide X locaily
Appiicaple Nationa: Register criteria A g x_C D
Criteria Conslideratlons (KExceptions) A B C b [ ¥ G

Areas or signiticance
tenter categorles tfrom lnstructions) reriod ot Signiticance signiricant bates
Arcnitecture ca.l3ly - 1y427<” N/A

Cultural Arriliation
N/A

jigniticant Person Arcnitect/pulilaer
N/A Unknown o

State signiticance ot property, and 1ust1ty criteria, Criteria considerations, ana
areas and per:o0ds Or sidgniticance noted above.

signiricance

'ne proposeq Umro DOWNTOwWn H1STOriC D1STriCct constitutes Tthe mMoST 1ntact remaining
portion ot the hlSTOricC commerclal cCore of tne Smail CITy Of UMXo and COonsists oOr a
rine largely 1intact concentration of mostly one and two-story nineteenth century and
early twentleth century.commerclal bulidings. ‘'hls dilstrict was ldentifled by the
Upper Fox River intensive Survey {1YYl} as being a potential nistoric aistrict
having local signiticance under Natlonal Reglister (NR) criterion C. HResearch was
undertaken to assess the potential tor nominating thls area to the National Register
0f Historlc Piraces (NRHP) utillzing the NR signiflcance area ot Architecture, a
theme which 1s also identitied 1n the sState or Wisconsin's Culturai Resource
Management vlan (CKRMP). Thls research centerea on evaiuatling the resources within
the district utilizing thne Commercial Vernacular torm and lwentieth Century
Commercial style subsections of the Architectural Styles study unit of the CRMP.<°
I'he results of this research is detailed below and shows that the uUmro vowntown
Historic District 1s locally significant under NR criterion C as a small, but
architecturally signiticant grouping of mostly late nineteenth and a tew early
twentieth century commercial pulldings whose size, 1nteqgrity, and prominent location
all serve to create an entity that 1s visually distinct from the surrounding area.

This district 1s comprised ot eleven contributing resources and three non-
contributing ones. Ot the contributing builldings, nine are largely intact examples
ot the Commercial Vernacuiar torm and one 1S an example or the Twentleth Century
Commercial style. Lndividually, these builalngs are tine representative examples or

<7 ''ne period ot signiticance tor architecture spans the years trom the date ot
construction ot the district's oldest known buiiqing to that otr its newest

contriputing bullding.
<° Wyatt, Barbara (kd.). Cuitural Kesource Management 1n wisconsin. Madison: state

Historical Society ot Wisconsin, Historic Preservation Division, 1lYd8b. Vol. Z
(Architecture).

X _See continuation sheet
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arcnitectura. styles Tthat are typlcal ot this period 1n W1sSCOnsln's history.  ‘these
Du1i0lngs aiso Typlty thne Styl1STIC @VOlUT1ONn Or tne dOWNTOown OL UMLO IXOom 1TS earty
years tnrough 1TSS mMAturlty In the eariy LYUUS. AS a group, these puiialngs
represent the stllli largely 1ntact core oI UMIO'S ONLY COLLECT1Oon O0f AlSTOric
commerc:idl Duildlngs ana tneir hlgnly V1SIDLE Locatlon makes them potentlal modeLs
for restoration actilvity 1n tne rest or the Community.

Historlic beveiopment

'he C1Ty Of UmMro 1S located 1n the Civlil TOwWn Or The 5ame name and Doth are located
1n wWinnepbago County. L1Ke SO many of WISCONSIN'S earller communities, UmMro owes its
exlstence to 1TS DIOXIMITtY to an early transportatlon route ana TO a SOUrce Or water
power, 1n thls case the rox Kiver, Prior to and even arter wisconsln attalned
statenocod tne r¥ox ana W1SCONSIn rlvers were the supject or great 1lnterest as the
princlpal L1nks in a Dotential water route CNat was envisionead as connecting tne
breat Lakes with tne M1sSsS1Ssippl River. <(cnsequentiy, the Land Dordering on these
two rivers was also the opJect of considerable interest and speculation on tne part
0f those who hoped to Denerit rrom a locatlion on the tuture waterway.

Even berore permanent settiement occurred 1n the vicinlty a trading post nad been
establisheq on the present site 0ot the C1ty 0! UmMIo Dy Charles Corro, Jea sSmatiiey,
and Capt. Willlam Yowell and was known as Smalley's Lanaing. Here, trade with tne
Native American population TOOK plilace, the proceeds OL whlCh were then shippea DYy
Doat aownriver nortn CO ureen Bay. ‘tne t1lrst permanent sectTtler i1n tne area,
however, was gawara west, wi0 purchased some HUU acres southeast OrL UMIO in Section
/3 ot the ruture tawnh 1N L¥4d, and upon wnicn ne erectea two Log capins. Because
the iana 1n the vicinlty was gently undulatlng, largeiy open, ang tertiie, other
settlers qulilcklLy toliowed and witnin a year west nhad bDeen jolned by at least ritteen
others, nearly all Of Whom were rarmers lntent on cultivating theilr iana. in ld47,
at least thirty-three others jolned tne rl1rst ploneers and Dy L848, "I'nNls Ttown was
well settled; ror this iovely traCct Of COUNtIy was soO attractive to 1mmigrants,
that, 1n less tnan three years arter the advent ot the rlrst settler, the iand was

very generally occupled."+<?

Among the settlers who came in 184/ were the men who would become the tounders ot
the tuture city ot umro. The most important of these was David Humes, who came to
Omro in the spring ot l¥47, and selected a site on the south siae ot the river in
Section 1lb just to the east of the present City tor his residence. Humes built a
log cabin on the site and this was the tirst structure on the site ot the tuture

city.

%3 Harney, Richard J. History of Winnebago County, Wisconsin. Ushkosh: Allen &
Hicks, 188U, pg. 296. OUmro was named atfter Charles Umro, an early Indian trader 1in

the area
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it was Mr. Humes' ampition to pbuild a thriving town. He settied here ror that
purpose and iald every Dlan tor the accomplisnment or that encd. He haa & plan ot
nis own, and 1n the tollowing Spring nhe proceeded CO carry 1T out. Taking nis
axe, ne proceeced TO the north side Orf the river, wnich was then Known as '"indian
Land," Ang selecting nls trees, he STruck the L1rst DLOW Ttowara the buliaing ot
the "Grouser," O0r Uuprignt anchor boat, LOI TOWing logs against the current. ‘lhe
ldea was Humes' own invention., "! am golng TO bulld & Deat which wili LOwW L0gs up
this river, and there will De saw Ml1ils Dullt nere and 3 town wlii grow up," was
his reply to all atrtempts CO discourade nlm. He went on wltn tne work, ana soon
haa the satisraction Or making 1T 3 complete success. 1'he boat was propeiied Dy
norse power -- LOUr NCISeS On & sSweep, and wWas XNown as "Humes' Horse H0at."?v

A5 Humes had noped, tThe sSuccess OI N15 1nventlion itea OTNerS Lo Degln thne
CONSTruction 0L SaW Miils aLOong the river pank 1in the viCLALTY. 'ne [1rst to do 30
was Humes's son-1n-law, Neison BecXwltn, who, wiTh plisnha vean, Dulit Tne Trirst Mil:
on the sSouth DAanK OL the rlver on the sSiTe Of WNnat wouLld Later pe vaggett's wooien
M1ll {extant). UTner mills were Dulil ONn DOTH S1des Ot tne river, lnciuding a
5econa one by BecKwitn, wno also DUlLT the L1rsT rframe house 1n the viliage 1n

L¥48. in ly4y, Eecxw1tn, Uean, ana voel V. ‘Tayior iald out the original pilat or tne
village ot Umro and thls piat was toliowed Dy anotner to the west or it in L85V,
known as the western Adaition. AiSO 1n L850, the terry that nad previously linkea
the north and soutnh siaes Or the river was replaced 0Oy & rloat priage located at the
toot 0ot what was then caliea Main Street (today's Jetterson Street), an event that
materially contributed to the supsequent expansion of the vililage to the north side
ot the river.

New settiers continued to arrive 1n a steady stream and among the newcomers 1in 185U
was N. Frank, "who came up the river on the steamer "sadger," the flrst steamer so
tar as kKnown, that ever came up as tar as the briage."“* Frank soon set about
puilding tne first mercantlle estabilshment in the village, & small trame bullding
{non-extant) located next to the south end ot the briadge. Another "tirst" also
occurred in that year wnhen umro's t1lrst hotel, the Larrabee House {(non-extant), was
constructed on the site 0ot the present Umro Masonic ‘lemple at lbU K. Main Street.
in the years that tollowea the rirst school and the tirst churches were bullt 1n the
viiiage. N. Frank built a second and larger store on a corner Lot that was later
replaced py his thira one, the building at 1lU3 ¥. Main Street that 1s still extant
toaay (Map No. /), and others also toilowed sult, creating the original commercial
core or the village, which was on the same site as the one that 1s being nominated
as the umro bowntown Hlstoric District today. "1ln the year 1856, the grist mill
|non-extant| was Dullt by Mr. McLaren. 'Thls was gulte an event tor the place and
was the means or drawing a consliderable trade 1nto the vitlage."=<

°“ Wrignt, P. M. Up. Cit., pg. 5.
4+ [p1d, pg. b.
@< 1bia, pg. /.
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thus, by L85/, tnhne viliage Or UmMro, wnich was chartered as a vlilage 1n that year,
naa establlsnea 1tselt as a COmmerclal Nup tOor the surrounaing area. ‘fhe viliage ot
that cay contalned a LlOUrlng miil, TWO Or CNree Saw mMLll5S, apout 21gnt mercantile
estapLlshments on a small scale, a narness shop, TWO taverns, Two cnurches, a notet,
ana a scnooi. ‘I'ne briage across tnhe KFox Nad Deen repulit and moved east TO the
present g$lte or the new tootDriage at tne end OL wWeDSTer Avenue, New COMMErclai
enterprises were Deing CONStructea on DOTN Sldes Of the river, and proauce grown on
the surrounding tarms was Drocessea 1n the mlilS Ot tne viliage ana couila then bpe
Sent on O larger markets via TnNe smali STEAamMpDOATsS Cthat ran dally petween the
viillage and the C1ty OI USNKOSNn 1n The warm montns. NOT SUrprisingly, area
population nad also 1ncreased dramatically; Ttrom elghteen 1n 184/, to ibUh, iIn
1855.2° :

''ne stage was thus set ror the arrival OrL the rirst railroad 1n the vicinity, the
R1pon & Wolr River Railroad, which was chartered 1in Ldb/. ‘Ihe laying of track ror
the road pegan 1n l¥blU, ana on January i, L8bi, the track was completed to Umro.

'nis was the most 1mportant event in thne history ot that place, up to that time.
Hitherto, there had been no outlet tor thne lumber manutactured here (Umroj, except
by water, and all mails and communications with other towns was either Dy the same
means, Or by teams. ‘'he compietion ot the railroad was theretore a very important
event tor OUmro, and altnough regular tTralns were not put on until June, L1863, 1t
was a benetlt to the viliage wnich Dut tew nave estimated at 1ts True vaiue. oo
many nave looked onlLy at the COSt ot the road, torgetting that 1t doublea the
popuiation and Dusiness Or Cne place, Createad a Detrer market LOr rarm produce,
and piaced many advantages witnlin reach, wnich wltnout 1T woula have peen
apsolutely unattainapie.-=

Partly these aagvantages were aue to Umro's status as the last stop on the line, a
sltuation that gave 1t an aavantage over other communitles in the area tfor a number
0t years. L1lKe most otner communities 1n Wl1sSconsin, Umro weathered the C1vili Wwar
years as best 1T could and 1t experienced i1ttie change during these years. in the
years tollowing, however, business boomed. ln lBbb, the tirst brick commercial
building in the viliage was constructea -- the Gibbs pullidlng (non-extant)} -- and
new pbuiidings were soon lining both sldes ot water Street (today's Main Street), the
principal commercial thoroughtare ot the viilage. [n the l87Us, the rirst of the
commercial buiildings that comprise the proposed historic disStrict began to appear;
the Northwestern Hotel (Map No. 1) ca. 187U, and the W. W. race pbullding (Map No. 8)
in 1871. Continuing prosperity gradually tilled the lots on Main Street and Webster
Avenue ang occasional fires resuited in the replacement of frame buildings with more

substantial ones built or brick.

23 Reetz, Klaine. Come Hack in ‘fime. Princeton, Wl, 1982, Vol. i, pg. id57.
4% Wright, ¢. M. Op. Cit., pg. ¥.
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Hy 18¢U, a nistory or winnepago County pubilsnea in that year described tne viliage
as roilows:

‘'he place contains sometning over Ttwo thousana inpnapltants, and has twenty-odd
stores; tWo steam saw-miLlls, one & large rirst-Ciass miil (H. W. wepnster's), whicn
manutactures some four or rive milllon teet or lumber per annum; & toundry and
machine shop (Geo. Chailoner's) 3$b by L/U teet, one or the principle arcicles
manutactured Deing Challioner's ramous patent shingie-mill macninery. There 1s
als0 a large carriage manutactory ana severa. smaller wagon and Carriage Works; a
$&8sn and 4o0r ractory; a pDarrei ractory, empilOylng a numper or nancas; Jrist mill,
cheese tactory, ana a number OL mecnanic shops Or various Kinds. A SCOCK company
nas 4.s0 DUlit & Very rine Drick StLruCture Ior & Wooien milii rpaggectt's MILlii.

The main Dusiness sSTreet 15 gulte & Dusy mart oOr trade, and presents a Lively
appearance, anag 15 iredquentiy nrongeac witn Teams. iT 15 @ weit Dullt street, ana
(-4

contailns sever3al! rine DrICK DLOCKS. ‘'nere are aLso Lwo good notels, tne Larrapbee
House and tne Northnwestern.->~

Unpeknownst to the writer ot the above, nowever, UmMIo was then in 1tsS neyaay.
lronically, the raiiroad, wnich nad been the source or growth 1n eariier vears,
wouid now be the cause 0f tne town's gradguai economiC stagnation. ‘'he Ripon and
Wolr Rlver Raliroad had by this Time Deen Subsumed wilthln the much Larger Mllwaukee
and St. Paul Raiiroad system and as the line that had once ended in Umro was pushea
further west to serve other communitles, Umro LOST 1tS relative advantage as an area
shipping point. As a result, Umro's population began a gradual decline, which Dby
1900 had reached Lbul. 'This trend was unaltered by the arrival of an interurban
line connecting Umro with the tast-growing city ot Oshkosh to the east 1in 190Z.

fhis new transportation alternative gave Umro area shoppers Still better access to
the mucn larger stores 1n Usnkosn, the area metropolis, DUt Drought Little pusiness
Co Umro mercnants in return, & situatlon that was onlLy exacerbated Dy the subsequent
gevelopment ot the automobile. Consequentiy, Umro settled more or less peacerully
into 1ts natural role as the trading and shipping point for the area immediately
surrounaing 1t, put viliage popuiatlon continuea to qecline and by 1vy/Y, had reached

a low or 1luUhxZ.

The subsequent history ot the village (Umro diad not become a city untii 1944) 1is
uneventful and 1s typical ot tne histories of hundreds ot simllar communities 1n
Wisconsin. lnaeed, population aid not begin to grow again until relatively
recently, when the proximity ot Umro to ushkosh and other Kox River vValley cilties
made 1t attractive to both relocating rox Kiver valiey area businesses and persons
desiring a more pleasant way ot lite. ‘loday, the clty's population is just over
Z9UU and growing ana the City now tinas 1tselt in tnhe position ot naving to plan ror

the next stage 1n Lts nlstory.

#* Harney, Richard J. OUp. Cit., Dpg. Zyba.
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‘l'oday, almost all traces of Umro's eariisr asplrations as a manutacturing center are
gone, but 1ts nistoric retall and commerclati center stili survives because it
continues to otrer the 1nnhabiltants or tne City many ot the same goods and services
that 1T providec more tnan a century agc. ‘I'he pDest anc mOST 1ntact Orn tne Hdullaings
that makes up the Core of Tnls commercial Center ndave now been lncluded witnin the
pOUNGariss or the Umro DOWNTOWR H1STOr1C U1STrict ana 1T 1S noped that Thls act will
nelp them retain Hotn tneir N1s3TOriC appearance and tnelr Current useiliness.

Arcnitecture
'he Umro bowntown H1STOric D1StriCt 1S S1gniricant architecturally as an excellent
coLlectlon Oor mMOSTLY nineteentnh and a few early twentleth century commercial
puilaings that ror the most part are tine representatlve examples Or poth the
Commerclal vernacular torm and the ‘'wentieth Century Commercial style. ''he districet
contalins ll contriputing bulldings ana s non-contributing builaings. rhe
contributing puiildings include tnree ltalianate style-intiuenced Commercial
vernacutar torm bulldings (Map Nos. 7/, ¥, and iU), s1x other nineteenth century
examples of the form (Map Nos. L, 3, 4, 5, LZ and l3), ana an example ot tnhe
Twentietn Century Commerciat style (Map No. b). ‘'hese buiidings comprise an
architecturatly signiricant concencratlon and they nave aaditional significance
pecause they represent general trends 1n the development ot commerclai building
styles anda vernacular torms auring the period of signiticance, both in Umro and
elsewhere.

commercial bullalings such as those founad 1n the Aistrict currently represent the
leading eage Or worK lnvolved 1n The development ot more sophlstlcated and accurate
architectural typology. This 15 attestea to in the introduction to the vernacular
Forms section Or the Architecture ‘tneme 1n the CRMP wnhnicn states that "bescriptions
0I vernacular torms are ortered therej with tull knowledge that this 1s & little
unaerstood aspect or the pullt environment and that much more study 15 needed."=®
Betore tne CRMP was written, buildings such as those tound in the umro vowntown
Historic UISTIriCt were evaiuated iargely on the basls Or thelr integrity and wnether
O0r not they were close enough 1n deslgn to recognlzed arcnitectural styies to
warrant beilng nominated th tne NR on tnat basls. Gradually, nowever, more
sophisticated V1ews Of these bulidings have developed and "Common bulldings whose
alstingquishing characteristiC was thelr S1mMpliclty began TO De viewed as Keystones
in the architectural history ot Wisconsin."-’ ‘'loday, enough work has been done 1in
lgentlirying and categorlzing such resources on both the state and national levels to
make 1t possible to evaluate vernacular forms of commercial buildings using criteria
other than integrity alone. This is apparent in the creation of the Commercial
Vernacular rorm and Twentieth Century Commercial style categories daevelioped Dy the
statt of the Historlc Preservation Divlsion of the State ot Wisconsin ana it can

#e Wyatt, Barpara (kd.). Op. Cit., Vol. ¢, 3-1 (Architecture).
3/ Ibid.
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4150 Dbe seen 1n SUCN new WOrks as the recently puplisned DOOK the Buiidlngs or Main
Street: A yulge TOo American Commercial AICHltecture, written Dy Kicnara Longstretn.

commercial vernacuiar

S1mMpLy deésigned Store bulldlngs DuUlit Detween 185U and iYZU in W1sSCoOnsin are now
considered TO De examples or The Commerclal vernacuiar torm. ‘hls label was
developed Dy the H1STOrlc Preservation L1vislon TO answer the need tor a category
INTO WNlCn Could De placea the vast NUMDEr OL SUCNH DPUlldings WITNLN Tne state tnat
do not rail under the stanagard arcnltecturai styles. ‘'I'ne aescription of tnis torm
inciuged 1n the CKMY states that:

'he lapel "commercia.i vernacular" 1s Lless specitlc t0 a visual type than other
signiricant wisconsin buiiding rorms, and can be generalily apolled to simply-
daesidneda commercial Duildlngs 0L the 1ate nlneteenth century and eariy twentiertn
centuriles. All varietlies, 1r nOT radlcalliy aitered, lnciude irarge retall Show
wWlnaows on tne grounq story. upper storles, wnetner meant TO Serve pusiness or
residaentlilal uses, 3re characteriZea by S1mple wilindow openings. boors to serve
ground-story snops and upper Storles are simple and, wnhen originai, are generailly
OL panelied wood wlth 3 singie winaow apove. An emphatic cornice with some
aecorative treatment (Ccompound DrickK Corpeiiing, wooa moidings, Oor metai rriezes,
W1Th finlals or tnick Corbels at the ends) and a cornlce or L-beam above the
storerront are usually the only decorative touches. Simpiirled period motlis are
impllea, DUT wltnout any overt styilstlCc character. Frequently, vernacular
commercial puiidings, as Otner commercial buiidings, were partlaliy 1lluminated
on the ground £io0or by a transom across the tacade. ‘Ihe transoms are otten
covered with modern signaqge. Althougn there are tree—stanaing vernacular
commercial puildings, many are joined by party walls 1into continuous commercial
streetscapes.-®

As Knowiedage ot thils torm increases 1t 15 probable that 1t will be subdivided 1nto
smaller, more descrilptive categories. Until tnen, sucn buiildings wlll, ot
necessity, be Tthrown together 1n a sSomewhat unditterentlated way. cCurrently, the
form inciludes many bulidlngs whicn appear to share silght stylistic identities but
that do not yet merit a stylistlc category or thelr own. IFor now, exampies of the
form can be rougnhly dirterentiated trom one another on the pasls 0f their date of
construction. Generally speaking, nineteenth century examples of the torm grow
talier as the century progresses and they are generally narrower than their early
twentieth century counterparts and are somewhat more elaborately decorated. &karly
examples are also very much orientated toward a single street rront, even when they
are pilaced on corner lots, and decoration tends to be limited to the principal
facage. garliy twentlieth century exampies, on the other hana, are otten broader and
less tail than nineteenth century equlvaients and trequently display some period

#¢ Wyatt, Harpara (ka.). Op. Cit. Vol. Z, 3-LU (Architecture}.



NPE Form Lu-Juua

ey, 4g-dbj

COnsln Wora ¥Yrocessor r#ormat
roved Z/8/

unlited states vepartment ot tne lnterior
Nationali Park service

NATIONAL REGLSYER UF HISTURLIC PLACES

CONTINUATLION SHEET

Umro bowntown H1storic District, uUmro, winnepago County, wisconsin
Section number 8 rage 1

revival style elements. kxamples Dullt oOn corner LOTLS also are more LlKely to be
geslgned 1n such a way that Dotn the maln tacadges are accoraed a Slmilar status ana
gecoration is OoLten empioyed on DOTHR OL the principal tacades.

UL the rourteen DuUlidlngs wWitnln the d1STrict, all eleven 0L the nineteenth century
ones are '(or were origilnaliy) examples Of Lommercial vernacular design. ‘‘hree ot
these DuUlilQlngs; the N. ¥rTank Hullding at LUs E. Main Street (mMmap No. /), Duilt
ca.lssi; the wW. wW. Race Bulldlng at LlUY K. Maln Street (Map No. 8}, DULLTL 1n Ll8/iL;
ana the mari & MCGuUlre Buliding at LUU k. Maln StreeC (Map NO. LUj, DUllT ca.isyu-
Y5, also exnipitT Lrallanate sTyle Lhrluence as seen 1n tnelr tall, ratner narrow
5T1lted and Ssegmentaily arcned second STOrY W1INQOWS ana in Tne Dracketed Cornice ol
the LaTTer DUllaing. AlL OL Tnese DUliQlNds also exNiplT many ot Tthe nailmark
reatures ot tne Commerclal Vernacular torm as ilsted above.

fwentieth Century commercial style

The singlie remaining contriputing resource in the district 1s a small, typlcal
examples ot the Twentieth Century Commercial style. 'The identitication of tnis
styte 15 the most recent trult ot research 1nto commerclal bulldings ot this era ana
1ts salient teatures are described below ln a dratt subsection written tor the CRMP.

'he Commerciai style or ZUth Century Commerciai Style 1S an early twentletn
century commerc:ial rform. The Sstyle was rather utilitarian,and consequently was
perhaps the most ubiquitous commercial style or the perlod. Kxampies may be tound
1n both small ana Larger cities and range Lrom one-story, single storetronts to
large two or three story, multil-unit commercial plocks.

‘'he style 1s characterized by a reiatively unornamented, two-dimensional tacade
and a broad rectangular massing. Bulldlngs are generally executed 1in '"texturea"
brick, which nas a coarse, striated appearance. A stepped or shaped parapert,
otten topped with a rlat, stone Or concrete CODlng 1S & common element.
Ornamentation 1S generaliy contined to the use or contrasting materiats or brick
patterns in the cornlice and a slmply ornamented storetront often with prism glass
transoms. ‘lypical examples will have rectangular paneis 1n the cornice tramed DYy
soidler or header Drick courses, the insets 0I which are orten detaiiled with
decorative Dr1CKwOrk ln nerringpone or basket weave patterns. Small 1nsets ot
tile, stone or concrete 1n diamond, square, or other Simpie shapes otten rorm
seconagary accents. Wwindow lintels ana the storetront cornice line are orten

ornamented wlth Soialer Dricks.

''ne popularity ot the Commercial style may be due to the sSi1mpllcCity or 1ts design
and ease of construction. A secondary tactor was Likely 1ts versatility in
application to needs and types ot commercial enterprises emerging in the early
twentieth century such as automobile showrooms and department stores. Lt appears
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TO nave peen supplantea atter the Great pepression Dy STLlLLl more utilitarian anc
austere torms.-?

The A1strict's sole contributling example Or tne ‘wentieth century commercial style
1s a typlptai, aibelit minor representative Ot the style as describea apove; the
Fountain inn Hotel Builaing (Map No. &}, which achleved 1tS present form hetween
19Uy and 1913. Tne district's sole non-contributing example ot the style 1S tne
seorge H. Barr pullding (Map No. Z), wnich was Duilt 1n 1948 and 1S thus tOO new to
De eilglple. Kven 50, the simplicity ot tnls pullding and 1Ts small size make 1T an
unopstrusive element in the 4lstrict.

Art Moderne

he Art Moderne style 1S sometlmes rererred to as the "streamline styie” atter tne
desi1gn movement that was prevalent 1n the uUnited States in tne lY3Uus ana 134Us.

1'N1s style shares wlth the Art peco Styie an 1nterest in the machine ana 1in
technology, but 1T Qlfters Lrom Che earller sStyle 1nh severai major aspects. ‘'he Art
Moderne style 1S a truly modern one whose deslqns Lack any nhistorical rererences ana
they are innocent Orf Ornameéntatlion 1N Tne NisSTtoric sense or tChis term. Rather, sucn
ornament as ex1sts 1nh these deS1gns 1S made up ot eiements or the bulidings
themselves and 15 nOT JuUsT an overliay. Ln aaaition, tne Art Moderne style stresses
norizontal lines rather than vertical ones. Wwlnaow openings are typicaily oDLONg in
orientation instead Or vertical, They are rrequently tilled with giass DLOCKS, and
are either groupea 1n bands or, 1t used singly, are eveniy distriputed aiong the
lengths or the elevatlons 1N Sucn a way as TO empnasize NOrlzontallty. Hallmarks or
the style 1inciude curved COrners, C1lrCular window openings, tlat roots, and wall
surraces that are SmOOLN and unproken. Aluminum and Stalniess sTteel are typicail
door and window trim materials and exterior walls are typlcalily made Of masonry .
covered Wlth a unitorm coating ot elther Stucco Oor concrete. in addition, the
tinest examples will usually have interiors to match.

‘'ne Art Moderne stylie was used tor all types ot buildings 1ncluaing everything trom
singie tamlily residences to gas stations, notels, and hospltals. ‘he remaining Ttwo
non-contributing resources in the Umro Downtown Historic Uistrict, the E. A. Karle
Buitding (Map No. 11}, ana the Club Umreau Lanes building (Map No. l4) are both late
Art Moderne style pullidings that achleved thelir present appearance in l95U and thus
do not currently meet the NPS 55U year rule tor eligibiiity. Lt is believed,
however, that tne very intact state ot the principal tacades ot these buildings and
the remarkably intact late Art Moderne interior of the Club Umreau will make both
buildings eligible tor listing 1n the near future. uUntii that time, these buildlngs
do not detract tfrom the district's ability to convey a sense of time and place.

¥ pratt subsectlon available at the state Historic Preservation Uttice, State
Historical soclety.
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The architecturai signiticance ot the Omro Downtown Historic District lies both 1in
the tine, representative designs ot 1ts contriputing buildings and also 1n the ract
that these buildings are representative ot important nineteenth and early twentieth
century trends in the architectural history ot Wisconsin's historic commercial
puildings, ‘Taken together, these buildings torm a prominent, visually distinct
entity that nas historically been the center ot commerclal activity in Omro.

Locai Preservation Activity

lt 1s the 1ntent ot tnls nomination to encourage the understanding and appreclation
0t the historic commercial buiridings ot the city by Listling the best surviving
examples of such buiidings. LT 1S also hoped that the creation Or thls 4Q1Strict
Wlll 1ncrease iocal awareness ot the value or thls Clty's entire nistoric pbuilding
stock. Umro 1s currently experlencing a period ot population growth and thlS gqrowth
will ultimately nave a considerable 1mpact on the historic bulidings 1n this Clty it
an awareness Ot thelr value 1S not aeveioped now.

Omro has recently taken a numper Ot Steps to heilp ensure that 1ts nistorilc bullaing
StocKk will De preserved. ‘''he community aiready nas an active local nistoricail
society whose rine museGm 1S housed 1h the tormer Clty Hall located just to the east
ot the Umro bowntown Historic District. ln addition, this nomination 1s the tirst
step in a program 1nitiated by tne City that seeks to preserve and promote Omro's
downtown by nominating 1ts most lmportant bulldings such as those in the aistrict
and the former City Hail tor inciusion on the State and National Registers ot
Historic Places. ‘The City has also just recentiy received a DHP grant that will
provide partial funding tor erecting permanent descriptive plagues tor some 25
historic umro buildings both in and outside ot the district. The same grant will
also nelp fund a walking/driving tour brochure that will feature these buildings.
It 1s also possible that an historic preservation ordinance will be enacted 1in the
near future to ensure some level ot protection for the city's historic resources.

Archeoloqgical Potential

The extent of any archeological remains in the district 1is conjectural at this
time. Earlier buildings are known to have occupied almost all ot the sites in the
district, but it is likely that site excavation work for newer buildings would have
obliterated most historic remains of such buildings. A possible exception might be
remains associated with now vanishea mill buildings that once lilned the south shore
0ot the Kox River within the district boundaries. Several of these buildings are
known to have existed, but all were gone by the turn oif the century, so any remains
would now be located under the parking lots that now line the banks ot the river
behind most ot the district's buildings.

No intormation about possible prehistoric remains in this area was founa in the
course ot this research although the area in the vicinity of the city of Umro 1is
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Kknown for 1ts associlations with the rox and other lndian tribes. It 1s likely,
however, that any remalns or these pre-suropean cultures locateda within the district
would also have been greatly disturbed by the building activity associated with tne

subsequent deveiopment ot this area.

/
i
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Brooks, Warren. "Early umro." ‘l'ypescript Mss.

Clty 0f Umro Assessment KoliS, Kept 1n the umro Clty Hall.

Previous documentation on tile (NPS): __X See continuation sneet
____preliminary determinatlion ot

individual itisting (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

_..__breviousliy listed 1n the National Primary location ot additional data:
Reglster X _State Historic preservation ofrice
previously determlned eligibie by Uther State agency
the National Register ___ Federal agency
designated a National Historic Local government
Lanamark ____University
____recorded by Historic American X__uther
Buildings Survey # Specity repository:
_____recorded Dy H1sStOric American Carter Memorial Library, Omro

Engineering Record #

lU. Geographical bata
Acreage or property h_acres

U''M Reterences
A 1/6 3/b/U/U/749/0 a,8/1/'175/78/40 B _L/b S$/0/U/3/U/U 4/8/ 1714527145
Zone Kasting Northing Lone Kasting Northing

C_Vre 3/602&0 4/ &UUXHO0 L 1/6  IGYVUNQ  _HYUTHHQ

See continuation sheet

Verpal Boundary vescription

The Umro Lowntown H1STOriC U1Strict 1S ilocated on the south bank ot the Kox Kiver
within the corporate 1limits ot Tthe City ot Umro. ‘''he district 1ncludes portions ot
Sections L7 and i8, 'LYN, RLHE and 1S described as tollows: Beginning at a polnt on
the north curbiine of W. Main St. adjacent to the SW corner of ZU7 W. Main St., the
boundary line proceeds N 8b'along the W side ot said building, then proceeds due E

X __See continuation sheet

Boundary Justitication

These boundaries contain ail the land historically associated with the buildings in
the district. [n addition, the boundaries reflect an attempt to include the largest

number ot potentially contributing buildings in the district that 1s consistent with
X See continuation sheet

1l1. Form Prepared By

name/title Timothy ¥. Heggland/Consultant for the City of uUmro
City ot Omro, umro City Hall

Organization Omro, Wl 54Yb3 date May 1, 1994

street & number 1311 Morrison Street telepnhone _{(bUY) 451-Y450

city or town Madison state _Wisconsin zlp code 53'7u3
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Boundary Descriptlon, cont.

approx. 3/b5' to the intersection with the west curbline of South Webster Avenue.
The line then continues approx. LZ' south along said curbline, then proceeds due &
across Wwebster Avenue to a polnt ot intersection with the west elevation ot LUY K.
Main St. /'rhe Line then proceeds north along saia elevation to the NW corner of said
building, then proceeds east along the rear elevation to the Nk corner, then south
tOo the NW corner ot 1ib k. Main St., then east along the rear elevation ot sald
buiiding to the Nk corner, then proceeds south along the east elevation ot said
building to the north curbline ot K. Main St. ‘'he line then proceeds east along
sala curpline to a point opposite the NE corner ot LUU E. Main St. it then proceeas
south across k. Maln St. to said corner, then proceeds along the east elevation ot
said building until 1t 1ntersects with the north elevation ot L/Zz S. wepsSTer Ave.
'he line then proceeds to the NE corner 0t said bullding, then proceeds south along
the rear elevation to the Sk corner, then west to the east curpbline of 5. wepster
Avenue. ‘fhe lLine then proceeds north on said curbilne to a polnt opposlite the Sk
corner of LUU W. Main St., then proceeas west TO sSald corner and aiong the rear
elevation ot said buiiding to the SW corner, then north along the west elevation ot
said building a distance ot L5', then due west to Sk corner ot 1/U W. Main St. [he
line then proceeds west along the rear eievation ot said building to the SW corner,
then north along the west elevation ot sald building to the south curblilne Or W.
Main St., then proceeds north across W. Main St. to the north curbline ot saia
street, then proceeds due west along said curbline to the PUB. '‘The boundaries
enclose an area or approx. 5 acres.

Boundary Justitication, Cont.

NPS standards. ‘''he eastern boundaries of the aistrict were drawn so as to exclude
greatly altered buildings and modern buildings located adjacent to the building at
100 K. Main Street and a large parking lot and modern gas station complex located to
the east of the building at 1l% K. Maln Street. Similariy, the boundary running
along the south side of LZZ South Webster Street exciudes a small parking lot
Located to the south of the building and the south boundary running behind LUU and
12U W. Main Street excludes a large modern grocery store and 1ts parking lot. The
west boundary was lengthened to include LZ2U0 W. Main Street because the exceptionally
tine design ot this 1450 pbuiiaing will warrant 1its reevaluation as a contributing
resource in the near tuture. ‘'he north boundary of the district was also extended
to the west to include the Hotel Umro at ZU7 W. Maln Street because research showed
that the space between this building and 1ts neighbors to the east has always
exlsted. Since the Hotel has historically been ot considerable importance to the
community it was telt that its 1nclusion in the district was justitied because the
boundary as drawn preserves 1ts historic relationship to 1ts neighbors. Other
buildings located to the west on both sides ot W. Main Street have either lost too
much integrity, are Ot too recent a date of construction, or represent ditterent
resource types than those in the district.
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ltems a-d are tne same tor each photo

photo 1L

a) umro Downtown Historic District

D) Umro, Winnebago county, Wl

c) timothy K. Heggland, November 13, 1993
d) State Historical Society ot Wisconsin
e) 207 W. Main St., View looking Nw

t) vhoto 1 ot 14

Photo 2
e) lZ/ w. Main St., View looking N
t) Photo 2 ot 14

Photo 3
e) 123 W. Main st., View looking N
t) Photo 3 ot 14

Photo 4
e) 1lli~17 W. Main st., View looking N
t)} Photo 4 of 14

Pnoto b
e) LU/-UY W. Main St., View looking N
t} Photo » ot L4

photo 6
e) lul-03 w. Main St., view Looking NW
t) Photo 6 of 14

Photo 1
e) 103 E, Main St., View looking NNE
t) Photo 7 of 14

Photo 8
e) 109 E. Main st., View looking N
f) Photo 8 of 14

Photo 9
e) 115 E. Main St., View looking N
£) Photo 9 of 14

Photo 10
e) 10U E. Main St., View looking SSk
t) Photo 10 ot 14

Pnoto 11
e) 122 S. webster Ave., View looKing k
t} Photo 11 ot L4

Photo 172
e) 122 3. Webster Ave., View looking E
t) Photo 17 of 14

Photo 13
e) lUu W. Main St., View looking SSWw
£) Photo 13 ot 14

Photo 14
e) 120 w. Main St., View looking S
t} Photo 14 ot 14
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