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CONDITION

The First Congregat10na1 Church in Bennington is a large
rectangular-shaped two-story frame structure with _a projecting
and pedimented vestibule and a three-stage tower and cupola
rising from the gable roof. The walls are covered by white-
painted clapboards and the corners and angles are marked by
wood quoins. "The two-story entrance porch, or vestibule, con-
talnlng three round-headed doors and crowned by a pediment, pro-
jects from the main structure. In the center of this porch
J|above the main and pedimented entranceway, is a large Palladlan
window, and the center of the tympanum of the pedlment above is
a small semi-circular window. The square tower, rising from

the roof of the main structure, also contains a smaller
Palladian window in each face, and the top of this stage is en-
closed by a balustrade. Above this is a graceful open belfry
comprised of eight columns, surmounted by an octagonal cupola

or "lantern'" with oval windows and pilasters at the angles.

The tower is topped by a dome and weathervane. The windows in
the main structure are arranged in two tiers; those in the lower
level have flat arches and those in the upper story are topped
by round-headed arches.

Within, the ceiling is vaulted and groined and supported by six
tall Tonic columns. Each column is comprised of a single white
pine, shaped and carved to include pedestals and capitals, and
extends from the cellar to the roof timbers. The ceiling is in
‘the form of a great cross, with a shallow dome situated at the
4dntersection of its:armsi ~ Interior columns and vaulting are
arranged to emphasize the cruciform de51gn of the ceiling.
Galleries extend around the north, west’, and $outh sides of

the rectangular-shaped audience. room. The projecting apse at
the east end was added in 1864. The large central Palladian
window in the east wall and the present pulpit were carefully
Teconstructed, following the details of Asher Benjamin's Plate
‘33, in the 1935-37 reconstruction. The existing 48 box pews
-‘on the main floor and the seats in the galleries were also re-
‘built at this time, based on the scars found in ‘the old under-
‘floor, which outlined the shape and size of the original pews.

Although hav1ng been subjected to partial replIcation and re-
construction, the greater part of the bu11d1ng st111 gptalns
its hlstorlc fabric. . : S
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Aymar Embury, II, Early American Churches (New York, 1914), 129-131|.

Elise Lathrop, 0ld New England Churches (Rutland, Vt., 1938), 156-
57.

George Marlowe, Church of 0ld New England (New York, 1947), 174-77.

Edward F. Rines, 0Old Historic Churches of America (New York, 1936),
91-93.

Vermont, A Guide to the Green Mountain State (American Guide Series
(Boston, 1966), 172.

lerbert W. Congdon, 0ld Vermont Houses (New York, 1946), 174-77.

Alan Gowans, Images of American Living (Philadelphia & New York,
1964), 218, 220.

Edmund W. Sinnott, Meeting House § Church in Early New England
(New York, Toronto, and London, 1963), 84.

Dr. Vincent Ravi Booth, editor, Concerning the 0Old First Church of
Bennington, A Vermont Shrine (New York, 1933).

*This submission is substantially based on a National Register
form prepared for the National Historic Landmarks Survey of 1970
by Charles W. Snell, Survey Historian, Division of History,
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Park
Service.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

History

By 1800 the original meeting house, built in 1766, had become
too small for the congregation and plans were underway to erect
a new and larger church. Funds for the new structure, designed
to seat about 650 people, were raised one-quarter from taxes and
three-quarters from the sale of the pews. Lavius Fillmore, em-
ployed as the architect and builder, drew very heavily on Plate
33 of Asher Benjamin's The Country Builder's Assistant (first
published at Greenfield, Massachusetts in 1/97) as the source of
his plan. The only changes Fillmore introduced in the Benjamin
plan were the Palladian windows in the first stage of the tower,
the round top of the doors, and the round-headed windows in the
upper tier of the main structure. - Construction began on =
June 25, 1804 and the first service in the new church was held
on- January 1, 1806. The carving was.done by Asa. Hyde, a skilled
craftsman brought from Connecticut for this purpose. Total cost
of construction was $7793.20. e R

Significance -

The First Congregational Church of Bennington is probably Ver-
mont's finest example of a frame church designed in the late
Georgian or Federal-Adamesque style. ' The structure is located
t the western approach to the village and serves as the visual
nucleus of the architecturally rich district of 0ld Bennington.




The First Congregational Church of Bennington, 0ld Bennington

North Bennington, Vt., n.d.).

Vermont (Booklet pubIished by the Church, River Road Press,

Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Architecture in America (New York,

1944), 96.

Fiske Kimball, American Architecture (Indiannapolis, 1928), 75.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public'Lav{'r '
89-655), I hé’reby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
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