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The Chicago Northwestern Railroad Station of DeSmet is typical of small 
depots built during the early 1900's with its bell cast hip roof, red horizontal 
wood siding and floor plan. Limestone blocks from Lime Siding, Minnesota, 
serves as the building's foundation. A bay window with a gable roof appears 
at the center of the structure as does a small gable dormer on the opposite side, 
The remaining windows are double hung, rectangular in shape with four sashes and 
extend almost to the cornice of the building. Other openings include two 
passenger and two freight doors.

The depot is oblong in shape with the rear or freight portion being of 
a lesser height than the rest. The passenger part features two waiting rooms, 
one for the men and one for the women, separated by the agent's office. Dark 
brown vertical board appears on the interior walls while two pot belly stoves 
remain in tact along with much of the original furnishings.

DeSmet plans to buy the depot and make it into a museum emphasizing local 
history. In order to do this, the city will have to move the building about 
fifty feet to get it off railroad property. If this is not done, the depot will 
either be destroyed or left to decay.
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DeSmet's Chicago Northwestern Railway Depot is significant for two 
reasons. First, it provides a good example of the architectural design employed 
in small train stations which is important with the gradual reduction of these 
structures. Secondly, it symbolizes the importance railway transportation 
supplied to towns throughout South Dakota. For these reasons and the fact that 
the city plans to restore the structure and utilize it as a museum, the Depot 
should be placed on the National Register.

The station's construction began in June of 1905 with the Building and 
Bridge Department of the railroad doing the work. After many delays, the depot 
was ready to replace the old one in August of 1906 and continued to serve as a 
passenger and freight depot until around 1955 when the former ceased operations.

Many people consider the railroad the salvation of the city. For in the 
early days, the roads were almost impossible because of mudholes which were a 
result of a high water table which surrounded the city. Therefore, transportation 
was not only difficult but costly. The railroad provided a safer means of passage 
and a cheaper way of sending goods.
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