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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSIC A L. APPEARANCE

The Old Dutch Mill, which has been relocated in the 
city park at Wamego, is a circular structure measuring 
approximately 20 feet in diameter at the base and reaching 
a height of 40 feet. The walls are constructed of native 
limestone laid in a random ashlar pattern and taper in 
toward the top. The stones are irregularly coursed and 
are rough hewn giving a rustic, massive appearance to 
the mill. The roof is a truncated conical form with a 
penthouse-like structure on top. The top structure has 
a gable roof, and both roofs have wood shingles. A 
simple curved wooden facia denotes the line of the roof 
above the wall\^
NA four bladed windmill is attached to the roof on 

the west side.^Window and door openings are simple 
rectangles with stone sills and lintels/

The mill is a fine example of Vernacular architec­ 
ture as applied to an unusual function and is the only 
known stone windmill remaining in the state of this parti­ 
cular design.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Dutch Mill, now relocated in Wamego, was built in 
1879 by a Dutch immigrant, John B.Schonhoff, on his farm twelve 
miles north of Wamego. It is said to be patterned after the 
hundreds of mills located along the Zuider Zee where Schonhoff 
learned milling techniques. /'All of the original machinery except 
the main shaft was constructed by Schonhoff at the site with a 
crude home-made fc-rge. The main shaft was hauled from Leaven- 
worth by wagon. Jim Chadwick, a Wamego stone mason, erected the 
40-foot stone tower from soft, red sandstone quarried on the 
property. White limestone was used for trim and for the sculp­ 
tured bust of Ceres, the goddess of grain, which was placed above 
the window of the mill.

X-rhe windmill did custom grinding of feed and flour for a 
short timeout the business was not successful enough to endure, 
and sometime in the late 1880's or early 1890's the Schonhoffs 
ceased operating the mill. in 1898 Ed N. Regnier purchased the 
farm, which became known as "The Stone Tower Farm." The mill sat 
idle until 1925 when members of the Wamego city park board suggested 
the Regniers donate the structure to the city. This was done and 
the mill was carefully moved, stone by stone, to a 25-foot mound 
built for the structure in the city park. The area people declared 
the moving day a holiday and closed shop to help transport the 
mill. A former Wamego citizen later donated $1,000 for the restor­ 
ation of the wooden top and vanes.

Only a very few mills of this type were constructed in Kansas, 
and the Old Dutch Mill at Wamego is one of only two remaining in 
the state, both of which have^been relocated in city parks. (The 
other one, however, is of frame construction.) In addition to 
being an unusual structure architecturally for Kansas, the Old 
Dutch Mill represents an effort of Kansas immigrants to incorporate 
their former life styles into a new mode of living. Because of 
the concern of local citizens, the mill will continue to show future 
generations the way of the past. V
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