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The Butler County Courthouse is a four-story, masom^ central portion of a full square
block to the west of the El Dorado, Kansas central business district [Figure 1: City Map of^JDoradq, Kansas].
The courthouse shares the block with a detached^ "L"-snaped, one- a^
in 197 1 immediately to the southeast of the courthouse. At the northwest corner of the Cou^puse Square is a
small replica of the "Statue of Liberty^ that rests on a msticated u'mestone base (^
Ideated at the southwest comer of the sqy^
2: Existing Site Plan]. Built in 1908-1909, the courthouse is a .late i example of the l^irianesq
reflects Classical Revival style influences. The piiniaiy ^ is
rectangular in plan and measures 100 feet wide by 70 feet deep by 65 feet high; It has a hipped roof with cross
gables, corner towers, and a central clock tower, mdiana lin^^
replacement of window casements and sashes, reconfiguration of tlie original cou^o^^
|cphstruction of the 1971 building at the rear of the lot> tile courthouse has a high degree : of integrity. It retains the
majority of its original interior arid exterior character-defining elements. Erected in 1908-1 909 as a county
courthouse, the structure continues to serve as a county courthouse.

couithbuse has five bays ori the north and south fa9ades and four bays on the east and west fa9ades. 
'Octagonal corner towers create additional end bays at each fa9ade [Photographs #2 and M5J. The exterior of the 
IcijiiurthoUsej is polychrome and composed of several textures. Red brick walls laid in iiiiimrig bond courses rise 
[fro^m a rusticated base of coursed quarry-faced limestone, which is also laid in running bond. Dressed Indiana 
liriiestone highlights the first- and third-floor windowsills, the s 
|iritel courses. Decorative brickwork provides texti^

Ipeitiestration on the ground floor through the second floor consists of single and paired window configurations, 
i$Me the i fenestration on the third floor consists of single , paired and tripartite window configurations (modified 
jserliana or Palladian) with Romanesque arches. Original paired (east and west f^ades) and tripartite (north and 
Isotith facades) windows with Romanesque arches remain at the gable ends. New metal-clad, one-over-one li^it, 
double-hung sashes and cases replace the building's original wood windows, and glass block encloses some of the 
ground floor windows on the secondary elevations. While the new windows on the first and upper stories match 
the original window profiles, the placement of transom panels on the upper portion of the wihiiows differs from 
the original treatment [Figure 4: & 1970 Photograph of Courthouse Showing Original Windows].

The courthouse design features three entrances with pedimented porticos. The primary entrance on the north 
fa9ade features a two-story, pedimented portico supported by four Ionic columns and topped with a Goddess of 
Justice statue. A second-floor balcony, which once led from the original courtroom, extends the full 36-foot 
width of the portico [Photograph #6\. Inlaid mosaic tiles spelling "Butler County Court House, 1909" are 
incorporated into the portico floor [Photograph #8}. The east and west elevations feature smaller pedimented 
porticos supported by two Ionic columns. New metal frame doors with sidelights replace all of the original 
exterior doors [Photograph #3].
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Red clay tiles cover the cross-gable, hip roof, under which is a bracketed cornice. A 1 00 foot tall clock tower, 
which has a hipped ro<>£ rjracfet^
At each corner of the ^ courliiouse are octagonal towers that rise the full height of the building and have conical- 
shapedroois. ., "(f ••'.•'-, A . '• - .'".'/ '   . '  ,' " . . "' \; : '•".'^••"•. . ' . "': .-..'  ''.    ' ' 

. is typical of the majority of Kansas courthouses built during the same period. 
Grade-level entrances at the sides and rear of the building provide access to the jgroumd floor. A handicapped 
accessible entrance door and elevator is at the east entrance. The grand set of exterior stairs at the north facade 
provides ; the ; primary access to the first floor, which houses the mam county offices. Twelve foot wide corridors 
run east and west and have staircases at each end [Photograph #7] . The enclosure of the original courtroom' s 
balcony level and subsequent relocation of office space significantly altered the third floor, which originally 
housed the i sheriff's oJEfiee and jail.

Interior finishes are also typical of those found in other Kansas courthouses built at the same time. The staircases 
have exposed irbri^^ floor 
tiles (except the iground floor), white glazedi tile wainscoting \Photograpti #P], quarter-sawn oak doors and trim 
photograph #1^ and plaster walls wim murals by H:Hr

Li 1971; the county erected me adjacent jail and judicial buildmg to p^^
and relieve overcrowding in the original courthouse. The design and siting of the building are not compatible 
with ̂ thp original! design of the his to modern 1970s design and may be 
dbnsidef ed sijgnifieant as an example of inodern courthouse annexes once sufficient time has passed. The "L"- 
sliaped Itrtictiue |is red^ ^ mansard roofl It houses two district courtrooms, a county courtroom 
i^yhicli fep)lacfed |rie epuirtro and county attorney, probation and sheriff's offices. A one- 
stpr^ \yirig., wlriie^ emends along the south side of the original courthouse, houses the jail [Figure 3: Artist's

Despite ^ these ̂ altefatiions of setting and replacement windows and doors, the Butler ^ounty Gourthouse retains a 
high ; degree of i ifitegrity. Because of the retention of the character-defining features of the building' s original 
desijgfii iorijginal jiiiateiiiais, and features that reflect a high degree of worlonanship, the building successfully 
conveys! feelihgs|0i'ii;S period of constr^ and associations with the contexts established in 
trie iml|ipie pf 6^ features such as the masonry, porticos, roofline, 
clock tblweTj ami i"Statue of Justice" figure adds to its significance. Eurmeiiriorej the construction of the jail and 
judicial; annex aS;aj separate ; structure left the exterior of the original courthouse unaltered. On the other hand, the 
construction of trie jail arid judicial annex was instrumental in the removal of the courtroom firom the second floor 
of the CQurlhou^ei i As a; r»esultj office space replaced the third-floor balcony level ofithe courtroom, erasing any 
Vestiges o£th^ include the Jreconilg^ation of partitions on the 
second arid tlur^ t(ie iristallatioii of acoustical ceiling tiles, piese iriterit>r ̂ alterations are minor in 
comparison to tl|e iid^c^ the public areas that are intact. Remaining 
intefio^fbatures: ifieliiie |the ground and first floor configurations, mosaic flpor tiles, 'vvhite glazed tile wainscoting, 
d^aiteii4sawn oal| dpOrs land trim, iron-frame staircases, arid plasterwork. Overail^the Butler County Gourthouse
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not only has excellent architectural integrity, it is also in excellent condition as a result of the care and attention 
givento the inaint^^
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Photographer: 
Date p^hotip^raplis: 
Location 6f Negatives:

•; Dana;GIpiid'.^U;< . ',. .-. '•"£& 'Y :& 
'•$$$&^
Kansas State Historical Society 
Cultural Resources Ottiyision

Subject Camera Direction

1.
2.
3.
4.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Exterior of Courthouse 
Exterior of Courthouse 
Detail of Wes^tEntrance 
Detail of Soujti E^ade

.
Hetail of North ]-j$j$^ 
]VIain|3First i^loor Corridor 
Detail of Cerairiie^ix)or!I'^ea^ 
E^e'tail of Cerajnftic Floor "Tile at East Stair ̂ Eanding, 
Detail pf ;Tyriical^WQ6d E)6pf at T?Tiird oFlodr 
Djetail of East Staii   arid Railuig at ^hir^^ 
Derail of f'Statue of Justice'^ arid Clock Tower
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Figure 1: Citypap of M fipradp, Kansas

North
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Figure 2: Existing Site Plan

Approximate Scale: 1"=60'-0" 
— •— ;:,"™ Boundary Line
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Figure 3: Artist's Renderiiig of 1971 Judicial Building
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Figure 4: c.1970 Photograph 0^^^^^
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The Butler Gounty Courthouse, erected in 1907-1908, is historically significant under National Register Criterion 
A in the area of £OLITICS/<56\TCR^ under Criterion C in the area of ARCfflTEGTURE for its
associations with the development of county courthouses in Kansas and with George P. Washbum, an influential 
Kansas architect who designed and supervised the construction of 13 Kansas county courthouses in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century. The historic significance of the Butler County Courthouse is based on its 
associations with the history andDevelopment of Kansas county courthouses that are documented in tie Multiple 
Property Form., "Historic County Courthouses of Kansas." In particular, the property has direct associations to 
the historic contexts established in the Multiple Property Form "The Role of the County Courthouse in Kansas 
Communities 1856-1950," "Twentieth Century Kansas County Courthouses and Their Changing Use: 1900- 
1950," and the "Architecture of Kansas Courthouses 1861-1950." The property's association with the evolution 
of Kansas County Courthouses and their design dates to its construction in 1907-1908 and continues to 2000, the 
arbitrary 50-year cutoff date for determining eligibility of National Register properties. Thb £^ 
typical courthouse plans, siting, and design found in Kansas during the first decades of the tvventietn century. In 
addition to retention of association and location, this property has a high degree of arcMteclural integrity and is a 
representative exampleof its property type. It exemplifies the work of a master courthouse architect npt6d for his 
Kansas courthouse designs. The property type and larger historic contexts relating to the significance of the 
Butler County Courthouse are fully documented in the Multiple Property Form. The following cpniinentary 
expands upon these larger contextual themes as they specifically relate to the Butler County Courthouse and 
documents the property's significance.

Butler County is located in southeast Kansas approximately 30 miles from the Kansas-Oklahoma state line and 
just eastjofiWichita. It has several; Small towns including El Dorado, the county seat; and the communities of 
DouglaSSj Latham, Augusta, Bent^,Piekrell Corner, Rose Hill, Whitewater, DeGraff and Potwin, Several 
highways* including Interstate'Highway 35, nm through me courify Located in northern Butler County, just north 
of El Dorado^ are the El Dorado Lake^ and State Park.

The first county commissioners of Butler County held their first meeting on April 30, 1859, at the home of 
George T. Donaldson in Chelsea,; Kansas; At mis meeting, commissionersi P.<3. Barret, George T. Donaldson and 
IS. White established me location |of; their^off^ and future court sessions, which Were subsequently held in 
Chelsea's town hall. Chelisea served ^ 1864, when 
voters established 11 Dorado as tlieofiicial county seat.

After the 1864 election, the county seat moved from Chelsea to the original town site of El Dorado, just over one 
mile south of present day El Dorado, The county commissioners who lived in Chelsea disputed the change in 
location and refused to move their offices to El Dorado until a suitable courthouse building was erected. 1 An

1 Author Unknown, ''History of Butler Coimty Kansas and ^ (5 
November 1909): 6 pages. Kansas State Historical Society, Library and Archives Division., Newspaper Clippings.
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entry in the commissioner's journal dated July 4, 1864, stated: "Resolved that whereas the county seat has been 
removed to El Dorado anil there is hot any building there which can be procured for county offices, such offices 
will hot remove until such building can be prdcured/?2

By 1867, El Dorado citizens still had hot erected a county courthouse, and the court authorized a second election
to reliirii the county ̂
the citizens of ElDorado secure<i;a one-room 1^^ King Farmstead in OldEl I)6rado,v

In May 1870, a third election oc|u^ 
the need to build a more perrhanent couirthous^^ 
deeded the lanclipftlie present d
required to build ^two-story, Italian^ jfeasuring 25 feet by ; 50 feet^ the limestone e^oiuthouse 
stood on the northeast corner of the present CoiJ^ouse IS^uate, facing Central Avenue ah(i exiteti^' ' '

As the new courthouse neajred eojtnrjletion ui 1871, controversy again arose over the location of tlie c?(iuaty seat.
This time, the town Of El Dorado, petitioned for an election
seat from E

County seat

The county made several aqdrtipiis, to theiltauaiiate style^ courthouse, once in ̂ 1
of the twentieth century, the structure was urisuitalble for courthduse functions and in 1908^;tne court ordered its
demolition to make way^ for the present eourthouse, El Dorado cit^en salyaged fraj^
for a residential garage at 15 Sputh Washington^

A Masonic service^ eelehrated the installation of the corner stone of Butler Oo^
on December 3, 1908. ^^|igieii^:^^t in tjiie x;orrierstpiie contains city newspapers ^nd| names of county 
commissioners, architects aiid builders; 8 At tjie left of the niain entrance^ a fectangiilar entablature of Indiana 
stone commemorates the occasion with the |b|lo\y^ stone was lai(l b^ ilie IMost^Worshipful 
Grand Lodge, ^Fi<& A.Mrpf^

2 Mira Lockwood Brown, ''Research piscloses Butler County's First Courthouse Destroyed by Fire in 1885," Butler 
County News (18 April 1957): 216-2lk Kansas State Historical Society, Library and Archives Division, Newspaper 
Clippings. •• '. . '\ •;••:'--'. : '..;;.;_:-;;:''v ' .';'"/' - : . : -'- :•-.• '• .: : . : •.'-•.•-•;•'•••/'-. •••:.' : .••''••':;•'.;;--• :/".• •• •. ;'., , '.:;;:.-:,•. :-''" '/•;/.
3 Author Uniknown, "ffistory of Butler Couiiry Kansas and the New Courth^A \ :. Brown,'-21^219. : ..";'- /^:^:-:^'^: l '--\^' • ,• . '^'•"^- i-;.^• ,;;'::,, : ;;' !<•"•.^;;-•>•'... •.-.:•;•;..-;•
5 Author Unknown, "History of Butler County Kansas and me New Courthouse."
6 Charlotte Offen, "Augustaiis Battled 11 tiolrado for County Seat," )^ 1957): 223^226. 
Kansas State Historical Society, Library aMArcliiViesDivision^ Newspaper Clippings.
7 Author Unknown, "History of Butler County JCansas and, me Ne^ Qburthouse."
8 R.L. Dickinson, "Butler County Court House," Prepared for me Women's K^ 
Historical Society, Butler County Courthouse Vertical File.
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The architectural fiirn of George P. Ottawa!, Kansas designed the new courthouse.
Mathein and Walter Construction of St. JoserJh, Missouri *eeejved the ^ contract. Work began
in Septeniber 1908 aiid endeoi a

Over the years, alterations and additions occurred to meet the changing neeo^s^ftlie? county. County officials 
authorized installation of a handicap ^ they 
approved tlieconslttuction of a de^
time, the cpUnty authorized t^ balcony level of the original courtroom on the second floor for 
meeting rpoms. iOther renovations ^ at i^stinie included installation of ̂ n^ 

;rejjoiritmg;exterior'niasonry. '^^~':-.^i--''}.^::\ :'^^.;-^ .^:'r\''-. . '•[''•"' • ' S..';? ; v^^v .^ : - ; -'. •'..-•".- ••-••-••^l- ••' : !; •••• ''

HISTRICAL - . . . .....
The (Sutler C^ a significant un<ier;Griteripn ;;^^fbjr-:its;/^!SpeiiEiiiQto;;:^iIi.\1&'. second and third
generation ; courthouses erected in a wave of new coulrthouse ̂ construction that oct^tirred, in the ^ early twentieth
century in Kansas. I These buildings terraced earlier
settlefnent period. ^
not significant at this time, do c<6nyey information ^n the
needs; that occurred in the post-Wiprld 4\|ar II ^inie period, ^h^ to adequately
address their furictional and design ̂ |i^pclanc^, tri^ are represeritatiye of the ; conditions of the tune of their
construction..', : ^. '• ' ." '• ; .^'--:'; : ' '•••"•• ''••-•• -'•.'' ;i . : -:\-' ; &../... ^ ^/ '•'V--'^:v^^v''- ; yv- •••/':• v:\. ' ; : ;,, .-^': '•:/ .•, •'.- ;. ;: ;,"'.• •-''•,

The Butler County Gourthouse is significant^ county 
courthouses designed by George P. ^asl^Jbi^ ^ of 11 extant Kansas 
courthouses designed by Washburn^ Of these buildings^ nirie are Romanesque inspired 
designs. %..;,/. ':•'"''••• ' ; -- V"'.- %^^: ^^f.^;^:;- : --''•':;;;.; ••'"'; /•.' -•:-.•''• . '• . ' :\''V: r;; - v '..'..':";' ' ] '' • .'. " ; •

Washburn's courthouses are typically RichaScdspnian^Romanesque in styld and feature red brick highlighted with 
limestone detailing, msticated limestone fb^ the primary fafade, 
"Statue of Justice" figures, corner towers, and clock towers or cupolas. The corner towers vary in form from 
polygonal to circular and are topped with various roof' shapes. Semi-eirculaf ar^esV either elaborate or resrra^^ 
often define the third-floor window he^ds and enrich the stringcourse along the eave. Porticos with flat roofs 
define primary entrances, which are approached by a grand flight of stairs. Perhaps the most defining feature of 
Washburn's courthouses are the clock towers and cupolas that top the courthouse roof Although generally

9 Author Unknown, "History of Butler County Kansas and the New Courthouse."
10 Author Unknown, "The Court House Elevator," (17 July 1952). Kansas State Historical Socie% Cultural Resources 
Division, Vertical Files.
11 Author Unlmown,'^ew Building Will Adjoin B^
1970). Kansas State Historical Society, Cult^al Resources Division, Vertical
12 Washburn's importance in Kansas Courthouse design is more fully documented in the Multiple Property Form.
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The Butler County Courthouse serves as a repr^ The
exterior features of the courtlioiise are characteristic of the ^chardsonian Romanesque; style designs of
Washbum, with the exception of me C^as^ica^
significant variation from the typical \\^snburn portico, which is generally one story in height; and Jhas a flat roof
supported by square columns of either brick or limestone, whereas 1iie poitico of the Biitier j(f o
has a pedimented roof supported by four Ionic columns. ^
features pf the Butler County (Courthouse such as the fed brick, rusticated limestone fibuiidation, hip roofs with
cross gables, "Statue of Justice" figure, octagonal Corner towerSj and; central ̂ .^^-ic^^^^^^:t^i^ of
Washburn's courthouse designs. -

The Butler County Courthouse is also architecturally significant for its retention of its original floor plan
configuration and hierarchy of space, both of which ai^e?t^
courthouses. Kansas courthouses of this periodare generally defined by three ;br^^ a
hierarchy of functions that are located off a main c^rrid'or aM accessed by one or
floor is either at grade level or slightly sunken and houses tiie auxiliary ̂
manager's offices, toiletSvand storage. T^ mis floor are or);en not as^ela|^^
public floors. The first floor, which is trie most highly iitil]ize(lfloor^ is ^enerall^ and
approached via an exterior grand staircase. The(first floor houses offices frequently utiliz;e^^
the county clerk, register oi"<leeds, county treasurer^ engineer, appraiser, and cpuiit^ conin^ssibij^rs'ioffices, The
second floor houses^ the courtroom, judge's office, jury roorri^ and the sheriff arid eotirt clerk^s bffices. The
courtroom is nearly always on the^opposite si(ie the building from the prjim^r^ enhance and |ti^ t:|te: granii central
staircase; and is 1% or two stories in height. The third floor is t^icaUy: not as o^ is
occasionally part of the roofline. Ms floor historically :^ipuse<i the j^
annexes ireplace|th6se functions leaAdngspae^ original; courjiouse, ^^i^ie^lptio^n of the
reconfiguration of the courtrobm space, the Butler County ;|CIoui1house retains thi and the
ground floor and first floor configurations and use. ; I
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Figure 5: Representative Examples of Kansas Gourthouses Designed by Washburn

Franklin County 1891-1893 Miami County 1897-1899

Anderson County 1901-1902 Doniphan County 1905-1906 Harper County 1907^1908

Kingman County 1907-1908
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Author unknown. "The Court House Elevator." (July 17; 1952). Kansas State 
^ •:;; Resources Division, Vertical Files. ;...'.;;/;'•••• . .''•• : • '" •, •"••• :- : S- ; ' v- ; ; '. , '-•'••• ;: '•"' : :

Author Unknown^ "History of Butler County Kansas ati^tne;New Courthouse;" El Dorado ^emy Republican
(^overnber 5, 1909): (6 pages. Kansas State HistoiicalS()Q

Author LJiiknpwn/ l''New^
1970). Kansas State Efisix)rical Society, <2ulti^ ^ ^

la E in 1885."Brown, IVIirai Lo^kwood. "Research Discloses
Butler County
Division,;Newspaper Clippings.

I^ickinsonJ R|.L; '^Butler Cipurity Court House;" Prepared for the Women's Kansas E)ay C!lub, 1948. Butler
JlirinCicii^ - • ' ;/> : . /' r:'^/.^^';:^:i¥:: :;-- ; ^:: ':- 'V":.'-:,:; : . ^ : !; - :

, Charlotte.^ 
226. Kansas State Historicalf Society^

The nominated property iiiQl^ie^^lji'tl^qugh^ 8^ Bli6ck^-3 in tli0 ri^ Kansas^and is 
liounded by the following: on ;'||iBsS6Tiiti^;.|tiiifev:iibr^^ ̂ oun(3Ja|y of ij^^i§^^tffipp:g between Gordy^ Street and 
Star Street^; ori the ^sty^
the nbrthj ithe soutnerri boundary of Central Avenue rurmmg^ ^ Street and (jordy Street; and on ̂ the 
east, the western Ibo^

The bpundary of the; fiiibnM^lied''-^^^.:^ based oh the .^tjii^il^61'(:>c;ik:3''-f6r' itsjtr^iitionai courthouse function. 
Natural bo^daries are prpvidediby Pine Street^


