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.DESCRIPTION

The Butler County Courthouse isa four-story, masonry structure that occuples the central portlon of a full square :

block to' the west of the El Dorado, Kansas central business dlStI‘lCt [Figure 1: City Map of El Dorado, Kansas]. =

The courthouse shares the block with a detached, “L”-shaped one- and two- story jail and _]udlClal building erected = :

in 1971 immediately to the southeast of the courthouse. At the northwest corner of the Courthouse Square isa - &

small replica of the “Statue of L1berty” that rests on a rusticated limestone base [Photogr oh #1]. ‘Parking is’

located at the southwest corner of the square and : serves the courthouse and the jail and _]udl al bu11d1ng [F zgure" R

2: Exzstmg Site Plan). Built in 1908—1909 ‘the courthouse is a late example of the Romanesque Revival style and -

 reflects Classical Revival style 1nﬂuences The primary fagade faces north onto’ Central Avenue. The building is

' rectangular in plan and measures 100 feet wide by 70 feet deep by 65 feet h1gh It has a h1pped roof with cross
gables, corner towers, and a central clock tower. Indiana limestone ! ornaments the red brick walls. Except for the .
replacement ‘of window casements. and sashes, reconfiguration of the original courtroom space, and the

constructlon of the 1971 building at the rear of the lot, the courthouse has a hlgh degree of integrity. It retainsthe :

majorlty of its original interior and exterior character-defmlng elements Erected in 190 el909 as a county

courthouse ‘the structure contmues to serve as a county courthouse

B The courthouse has five bays on the north and south facades and four bays on the east and west facades ,

“ ourthouse is polychrome and composed of several textures. Red brick walls la1d in rumnng bond courses rise
: Efrom a rusticated base of coursed quarry-faced limestone, whrch is also laid in runmng bond. Dressed Indlana

lmtel courses . Decorative br1ckwork prov1des texture to the wmdow spandrels [Photograph #4]

Fenestratlon on the ground floor through the second ﬂoor consists of smgle and palred WlIldOW conﬁguranons,
Whﬂe the fenestration on the third floor consists of single, paired and tripartite window conﬁguratlons (modified
serhana or Palladlan) with Romanesque arches. Ongmal paired (east and west fagades) and tripartite (north and
- south facades) windows with Romanesque arches remain at the gable ends New metal-clad, one-over-one llght

o Octagonal corner towers create additional end bays at each facade [Photographs #2 and #5] The exterior of the

1mestone h1ghhghts the. first- and third-floor windowsills, the’ second-floor sill course, ‘and first- and tthd-ﬂoor o

vdouble-hung sashes and cases replace the building’s ongmal wood windows, and glass block encloses some of the - o

ground floor windows on the secondary elevations. While the new windows on the first and upper stories match
the original window profiles, the placement of transom panels on the upper portlon of the windows differs from
the original treatment [Figure 4: ¢.1970 Photograph of C Courthouse Showmg Original Wmdows]

The courthouse design features three entrances with pedimented porticos. The primary ‘entrance on the north
fagade features a two-story, ped1mented pottico supported by four Ionic columns and topped with a Goddess of
- Justice statue. A second-floor balcony, which once led from the original courtroom, extends the full 36-foot

. width of the portico’ [Photograph #6]. Inlaid mosaic tiles spelling “Butler County Court House, 1909” are

incorporated into the portico floor [Photograph #8]. The east and west elevations feature smaller pedimented
porticos supported by two Ionic columns. New metal frame doors with 81de11ghts replace all of the original
“exterior doors [Photograph #3]. :
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Red clay tIlcs cover the cross-gable h1p roof under whrch isa bracketed cornice. A 100 foot tall clock tower,
; whlch has a hlpped roof; bracketed cornice, and four dormers, rises from the center of the roof [Photogmph #12].
: _At each corner of the courthouse are octagonal towers that rise the ﬁ.lll helght of the bu11d1ng and have conlcal-
shaped roofs _ v A . '

‘The ﬂoor plan of the courthouse 1s typlcal of the maJorrty of Kansas courthouses built dunng the same perlod
Grade-level entrances at the sides and rear of the building provide access to the ground floor. A handlcapped
accessible: entrance door and elevator is at the cast entrance. The grand set of exterior stairs at the north fagade
prov1des the pnmary ‘access to the first floor, which houses the main county offices. Twelve foot wide corridors
run east and ‘west and have staircases at each end [Photograph #7]. The enclosure of the onglnal courtroom’s
balcony level and subsequent relocatron of office space srgmﬁcantly altered the third - ﬂoor whlch originally
: housed the sher1ff’ s ofﬁce and Jarl

lso typ1ca1 of those found in other. Kansas courthouses ‘built at the same time. The staircases
‘have exposed iron frames and Whlte marble treads [Photographis #7 and #11]. The corridors feature mosaic floor
tlles (except the: ‘ground ﬂoor) white- glazed tile ‘wainscoting [Photograph #9], quarter-sawn oak doors and trim
‘ [Photograph #1 0] and plaster walls with murals by H. H Mltchell [Photograph #7].

In 1971 the county erected the adJacent Jall and Judrcral bulldmg to prov1de modern conveniences for its Inmates v
.and relieve overcrowding in the ‘original courthouse. The design and siting of the building are not compatible

s w1th the orIgInali‘;:desrgn of the historic courthouse; nevertheless, they - reflect modern 1970s design and may be
Hy conSIdered s1gm ant as-an example of modern courthouse annexes once sufficient time has passed. The “L”-
shaped structure red bnck with a stuccoed mansard toof. It houses two district courtrooms, a county courtroom

- (Wthh replaced ¢ courtroom in the courthouse) and county attorney, probat10n and sherlff’ s offices. A one-

g _]ud1c1al annex as

: v;tends along the south s1de of the original courthouse, houses the Ja11 [Fzgure 3: Artist’s
Ji i.izczal Building].

) s of setting and replacement wmdows and doors, the Butler County Courthouse retams a
1ty Because of the retentlon of the character-deﬁmng features of the bmldmg s orlglnal c

its perlod of constructlon and s1gmﬁcance and assocratlons with' the contexts estabhshed in
, form In partrcular the retentlon of exterror features such as the masonry, portlcos rooﬂlne

parate structure left the extenor of the onglnal courthouse unaltered On the other hand, the

constructlon of Jail and Jud101al annex was instrumental in the removal of the courtroom from the second floor

and the 1nsta11at10n of acoustlcal ceiling tiles. - These mtenor alteratrons ar¢ minor in
'ty of interior. features especrally those in the: pubhc areas that are intact. Remaining
£ 1nter10r feature
quarter-sa '

| ‘s a result ofﬁce space replaced the th1rd ﬂoor balcony level of the courtroom eras1ng any e

] ,_(xde the ground and first floor configurations, mosaic floor tiles, white glazed tile wainscoting, - e
] oak oors: and tnm Jiron- frame stalrcases and plasterwork Overall the Butler County Courthouse RO
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' STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAN CE

__The Butler County Courthouse erected in 1907—1908 is h1stoncally s1gn1ﬁcant under Nat1onal Reglster Crlterlon
- A in the area of POLITICS/GOVERNMENT and under Criterion C in the area of ARCHITECTURE for its

_associations with the- development of county courthouses in Kansas and with George P. Washburn ‘an influential
- Kansas architect who designed and superv1sed the construction of 13 Kansas county courthouses in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century The historic significance of the Butler County Courthouse is based on its
associations with the history and development of Kansas county courthouses that are documented in the Multiple
Property Form, “Historic County Courthouses of Kansas.” In particular, the property has direct associations to
the historic contexts established in the Multiple Property Form—*“The Role of the County: Courthouse in Kansas
'Communities 1856—1950 » “Twentleth Century Kansas County Courthouses and Their Changmg Use: 1900~
11950,” and the “Architecture of Kansas Courthouses 1861-1950.” The property s association with the evolution
of Kansas County Courthouses and their design dates to its construction in 1907-1908 and continues to 2000, the
arbitrary 50-year cutoff date for determining eligibility of National Register propertles The property Treflects

typical courthouse plans, siting, and design found in Kansas dunng the first decades of the. twentreth century. In

addition to retention of association and location, this property has a high degree of architectural 1ntegr1ty andis a.
representative example of its property type. It exemplifies the: work of a master courthouse architect noted for his
Kansas courthouse designs. The property type and larger historic contexts relating to the srgmﬁcance of the
Butler County Courthouse are fully documented in the Multiple Property Form. The following commentary =
expands upon these larger contextual themes as they specrﬁcally relate-to the Butler County Courthouse and
documents the property s 31gruﬁcance :

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICAN CE

Butler County is located in southeast Kansas approx1mate1y 30 mlles from the Kansas-Oklahoma state line and

" just east of Wichita. It has several small towns including El Dorado, the county seat; and the communities of

Douglass, Latham, Augusta, Benton, Pickrell Corner, Rose Hill, Whrtewater DeGraff and Potwin. ' Several
highways, 1nclud1ng Interstate Highway 35, run through the county Located in northern Butler County, Just north
of El Dorado are the El Dorado Lake and State Park. - . s '

The first: county commissioners of Butler County held their ﬁrst meetmg on Aprll 30, 1859 at the home of

George T. Donaldson in Chelsea, Kansas. At this meetmg, commissioners. P.G. Barret, George 'T. Donaldson and

LS. White established the. location of their offices and future court sessions, which were. subsequently held in

~ Chelsea’s town hall. Chelsea served-as the first county seat of Butler County between 1859 and 1864, when
voters establlshed El Dorado as the ofﬁclal county seat. . .

After the 1864 electlon the county seat moved from Chelsea to the orrgmal town site of El Dorado just over one
mile south of present day El Dorado. - ‘The county commissioners who lived in Chelsea dlsputed the change in

location and refused to move the1r ofﬁces to El Dorado until a sultable courthouse bu11d1ng was erected.' An

' Author Unknown “Hlstory of Butler County Kansas and the New Courthouse,” E/ Dorado Weekly Republlcan (5
November 1909): 6 pages Kansas State Historical Soc1ety, L1brary and Archlves D1v1sron Newspaper Chppmgs
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i entry in the comrmssroner s Journal dated July 4 1864 stated “Resolved that whereas the county seat has been

‘ ~ removed to El Dorado and there is not any building’ there Wthh can be procured for county ofﬁces such ofﬁces "

i ~ will not remove until such burldmg can be procured 2

" | ‘This time, the town of Augu

' 'seat from El Dorado, Alth’

. Dorado and Augusta ensued
A County seat ' '

‘ By 1867 El Dorado crtlzens stlll had not erected a county courthouse and the court authorrzed a second election
- to return the county seat to Chelsea Agaln supporters of the El Dorado location prevalled This time, however
the citizens of El Dorado secured a one-room log cabm at the Clarence ng Farmstead in Old El Dorado

~ InMay 'l87.0,’> a thir'd}':election occurredand k’ElDorado?va’g ‘

- deeded the land of the present. Courthouse: Square in July 1870, and local citizens donated $2,
- required to build a two story, Itahanate style structure.  Measuring 25 feet by 50 feet, the limestone: courthouse‘
~ stood on the northeast corner of the present Co‘ ‘,]fhouse ' uare facing Central Avenue and extendlng south along v

Gordy Street : iR O , , :

= »As the new courthouse neared':co

e demohtlon to make way for the pr sent courthou e‘ An El Dorado crtlzen salvaged fragrn‘ nts
i 7for ares1dent1al garage at. 1‘5 ‘South Washmgton S 7 TR

comnnssmners, archltects andbuﬂders :
- stone commemorates the occasion with: the '
~ Grand Lodge AF &AM of Kansas AD 90 ‘“AL 5908 HenryF Mason Grand Master ,

2 Mira’ Lockwood Brown “Re _arch Dlscloses Butler County s Flrst Courthouse Destroyed by Flre in. 1885 ” Butler s

_ County News - ( 18 April 1957): 216—219 Kansas State Hrstorlcal Socrety, lerary and Archrves D1v1s1on Newspaper -
L Chpplngs ~ ' ;
Author Unknown “Hlstory of Butler County Kansas and the New Courthouse
e Brown, 216-219.
~ % Author Unknown, “Htstory of Butler County Kansas' and the New Courthouse L ‘ ' ‘
8 Charlotte Offen, “Augustans Battled El Dorado for County Seat,” Wichita Eagle Magazme (7 July 1957) 223—226
Kansas State Historical Socrety, L1brary and Archives Division, Newspaper Clippings. - r ‘ =
7 ‘Author Unknown, “History of Butler County Kansas and the New Courthouse ’ o
LB R.L. Dickinson, “Butler County Court House,” Prepared for the Women s Kansas Day Club 1948 Butler County

Historical Soc1ety, Butler County Courthouse Vertlcal File.

‘, on. By th1s time, the c1trzens "'f 'El'Dorado reahzed i :
~ ' the need to build a more permanent courthouse to secure their future as ‘the’ county seat. Henry ar C .
455 of the $3, 750 g
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I s1g_ned the new courthouse
ction contract. Work beganv
k ulldmg and’ srte work ‘was

: 'The archltectural ﬁrm of George P Washb

in September 1908 and ended a year later in Septembe(
$1000009 e SR

: Over the years alteratlons and add s 'occurred to meet the changmg needs of the county County ofﬁcrals"‘ |
" authorized mstallatron of a handica

-approved the construction of a det

cessible elevator next to the east stalrcase in’ 195210 and, in 1971, they;g ;
ilding to- house new courtrooms, offices, and the county Jall 1 Atthis

‘time, the county authonzed the enclosur _of the balcony level of the or1g1nal courtroom on the second ﬂoor for L
. meetrng rooms. Other renovatrons at th1s tnne mcluded 1nstallat10n of nerwmdow umts and cleamng andi‘ '

5 repomtmg exterlor masonry

HI ;ORICAL SIGNIFICANCE S el : :
“The Butler County Courthouse isa srgmﬁcant und 1 ( nterron A for 1ts assocratrons w1th the second and thrrd
generatlon courthouses erected in a wave of new courthouse constructlon that occurred in the early twentreth
century in Kansas. ‘These: bulldlngs replaced aged and obsolete courthouse ngs erect
- settlement perrod ‘Modern alterations to the site to accommodate new justice and admlmstratlve facilities, while

" not. s1gmficant at this time, do C lformatlon on the dramatic changes in county programs and physical
needs that occurred in the post-W rld War II time perrod Although enough time ‘has not passed to adequately S
address their functronal and des1gn : p1gnrﬁcance th‘ are representatrvepof the condltlons of. the trme of therr L
construction. - : ; L ot S

B ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. - S e ,
- The Butler County Courthouse is srgmﬁcant, der Crlterlon C as an excellent example of the' Kansas county -
courthouses designed by George P. Washburn of Ottawa Kansas."”? This' courthouse is one of 11 extant Kansas

' courthouses des1gned by Washburn hetw 97 "and 1918 Of these burldlngs mne are Romanesque 1nsprred
de31gns ' : ~ - I

B Washburn s courthouses are typrcally chhardsonran Romanesque in style and feature red bnck hlghhghted with -
limestone detalllng, rusticated limestone foundatrons hip roofs with cross. gables portlcos at the prnnary fagade,
. “Statue of Justice” ﬁgures, ‘corner towers, and clock towers or cupolas The corner towers vary in form from
~ polygonal to circular and are topped with various roof shapes. Semi-circular arches, e1ther elaborate or restrained,
~ often define the third-floor window heads and enrich the stringcourse along the eave. Porticos with flat roofs
. define primary entrances, which are approached by a grand flight of stairs. Perhaps the most defining feature of
‘ Washburn s courthouses are the clock towers and cupolas that top the courthouse roof. Although generally

AT Author Unknown, “Hrstory of Butler County Kansas and the New Courthouse : e
~ 10 Author Unknown, “The Court House Elevator,” (17 July 1952) Kansas State H1stor1cal Socrety, Cultural Resources '
Division, Vertical Files. . '
.. Author Unknown, “New Building Will Adjoin n Butler County Courthouse ” chhzta Eagle (Thursday, 21 May :

-1970).. Kansas State Historical Soc1ety, Cultural Resources Division, Vertical Files. :
2 Washburn s importance in Kansas Courthouse des1gn is more fully documented in the Multlple Property Form

ected i in the state s earlier
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- located in the center of the roof the clock tower also appears as’ an extended corner tower The clock towers and
cupolas are elaborately detailed features and range in he1ght -materials, form and roof shape [F zgure 5
: Representatzve Examples of Kansas Courthouses Deszgned by Washburn] : R :

The Butler County Courthouse setves as a. representatlve example of Washburn s Kansas courthouses The

Butler County Courthouse, ey

exterior . features of the courthouse are characteristic of the Rlchardsoman Romanesque style des1gns of

~ Washburn, with the exception of the Classical Revival style, two—story portrco at the primary facade. Thisisa
srgmﬁcant variation from the: typlcal Washburn portlco which is generally one story in heigh
supported by square columns of either brick or limestone, whereas the portrco of the Butle In i

~has a: pedrmented roof - supported by four Tonic columns Wrth the exceptron of this variation, the remarmng -
features of the Butler. County Courthouse such as the red bnck rustlcated limestone foundatlon, hrp roofs with -
cross gables, “Statue of Justice” ﬁgure octagonal corner towers and central clock tower are typlcal of
Washburn s courthouse desrgns o : L, : :

The Butler County Courthouse is also archrtecturally s1gmﬁcant for rts retentlon of 1ts ongmal ﬂoor plan
configuration and hierarchy of space, both of which are typlcal of;*many early twentieth Century Kansas‘

iy courthouses. Kansas courthouses of this period are generally defined by three or four ﬂoors, whrch have a

e ,hrerarchy of functrons that are located oﬂ' a main comdor and accessed by one or more starrcases - The ground

manager S ofﬁces torlets and storage The ﬁmshes of this ﬂoor are oﬂen not as. elab(
public ﬂoors The first ﬂoor wh1ch is the most h1gh1y utlllzed ﬂoor, is. generally eleva1

ground ﬂoor and ﬁrst ﬂoor conﬁguratrons and use

'dhasaﬂatroof’ '
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Figure 5: Repl"es"entéttiv’ef Examples of Kansas Cﬁvour‘t‘hﬁu‘ses‘l Des1gnedby Washburn

~ ‘Miami County 1897-1899 - Woodson County 1899-1900

“Doniphan County 1905

. Anderson County 1901-1902

‘ Harper County 1907-1908

Kingman County 1907-1908 ‘ i Butler County .1908—190 5
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g i, VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The normnated property 1ncl de ots 1 through
~ bounded by the followmg on' “outh,'* the northern bot
1 Star Street; on the west, the easte boundary of Star Str
 the north, the southern bound ary of Central Avenue running bet
 east, the western boun" ) ) ng etween Central Avenue 2

unning: between_ Plne Street and Central Avenue on_f; £
- Street and Gordy Street and on’ the' L
{Prne Street : S

]
i

VERBAL BOUNDARY JU STIFICA‘ (0}

~ The boundary of the normnated property,ls based on the entrrety of vBlock 3 for 1ts, "‘adm al courthouse functlon
- Natural boundarres are provrded by Pme Street Star Street Central Avenue and Gor treet




