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The El Reno Hotel is a modest two-story rectangular box, sitting 
quietly behind scraggly trees on the southwest corner of the intersection 
of Choctaw and Wade Streets, a block from the heart of El Reno business 
district. Comfortable porches with traditional gingerbreading stretch 
the length of both north and east fronts, fitting snugly against the 
sidewalks. Presents too, are such "period" features as the brick pavement 
on Wade street, separate outside doors to the two downstairs rooms on 
the north, and the inviting porch swing.

Built in 1892, only three years after El Reno was founded, the 
hotel managed its first decade-plus of service with traditional bowl- 
pitcher-and-chamber-pot plumbing, lighting by artificial gas with mantels 
and kerosene lamps. Indoor plumbing came in 1905 and electricity soon 
followed. A dining room was added in 1910. Since then, however, the 
hotel has seen almost no change, except for an occasional coat of paint. 
And in recent years it has seen too little of that. Still, considering 
this benign negligence, it appears quite sturdy, managing somehow to 
reflect an air of genteel dignity, peeled paint and frayed floor boards 
to the contrary notwithstanding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significance of the El Reno Hotel lies not in what it was, but in 
what it represents - the typical small town hostelry on the western 
frontier ... not in its appearance - a traditional two-story frame 
structure with "gingerbreaded" porch - but in its longevity. Erected in 
1892, three years after El Reno was established with the opening to white 
settlement of Old Oklahoma in 1889, it has survived over 80 years of 
municipal growth and development with a minimum of physical of proceedural 
change. Although it has registered no guests since 1975* it stands quietly 
with paint-peeling dignity, most of its original furnishings intact, a 
museum-quality exhibit of the modest, center-of-everything, small town
hotel.

*

The El Reno was built by John Kossuth in 1892 - a two-story frame 
hotel with traditional porch on the east and north, facing the streets. 
It was bought by Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Foster in 1901 and is still owned by 
their daughter. Strategically located between the business district and 
the Rock Island depot (and on the interurban streetcar line to Oklahoma 
City), the hotel attracted from the beginning a steady stream of drummers, 
carnival folk, railroaders, Indians, and settlers waiting to hire hacks 
for trips into western Oklahoma, railroadless before 1898. El Reno served 
them all ... although it is on the record that for a time railroad men 
were excluded because other patrons objected to their sleep being interrupt­ 
ed by call boys coming in at all hours of the night to round up a crew!

A dining room was added around 1910. Meals were 25 cents, or $5*00 
a week. Ten dollars a week paid for room and board. Mrs. Foster did all 
the cooking, including the meals served city prisoners for some 40 years. 
The jail was only a block from the hotel.

Of all the history the El Reno Hotel has seen unfold on its doorstep 
however, two events would certainly stand out. Roughly a third of 
Oklahoma was thrown open to white settlement in two giant land openings: 
the 1892 "run" into the sprawling 3>500,000-acre Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Reservation (much of north-western Oklahoma, excluding the Panhandle) 
and the colorful 1901 lottery that released the equally vast lands of 
the Kiowa-Comanche-Apache tribes. As a principal railhead settlement
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KL Reno figures prominently in both these openings. And as a leading 
local hostelry, the El Reno Hotel not only witnessed the events first 
hand, but did its share to accommodate the hordes of land-seekers that 
over-ran the town.

The EL Reno Hotel, to repeat, is significant because it is so 
typical of its genre, in appearance and function. Because it witnessed 
the most important events in the opening and development of much of 
western Oklahoma. And because it has survived, virtually intact. As 
one local historian has noted: "Preserving it would serve as a constant 
reminder of El Reno's earliest years and particularly of the two big 
land openings it took part in . . . H


