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NATT W REG STER (RER A STATEMENT (i appl i cabl e)

The John 5. MDerr.ott Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. [tis significant as an unusual exanple
of a..notably___ stylish three-decker built toattract upper mddle class famliesto

mul ti-fam|yhousing in a Main South neighborhood which intha first decades of the 20th
cnetury was one of the city's affluent residential areas. Unusually well preserved, i t
also ranks as one of the finest Colonial Revival three-deckers in Wrcester. The
McDernmott Three-Decker thus neets criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic
Places on the local [level.

AHTEIUL. SGNHCANE Describe inportant archltectural ‘eatures and eval uate interras of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 21 Freeland Street is a remarkably well-preserved three-decker, locally
unique for the configuration, scale, and detail of itsColonial Revival conponents.

The house has the typical side-hall plan, with side-wall jog, although the building's
dimensions are larger than average. The asymnetrical main facade contains an entry bay
with a projecting tv/io-tier porch, flanked by a three-story window bay. QO the firs
story, the porch extends laterally around the window bay t othe side-wall jog. Behind
the jog, a second, three-story w ndow projects from the side wall. A shallow hip roof
has small, pedirn'ented gables that project out over the two bay wi ndows. The wide roof
cornice overhang i's decorated v/ith regularly spaced modillion blocks. The projecting
two-tier porch is also topped by a pedimented gable. The porch is supported by Tuscan
columns, with triple colums i nthe corners. Wndows areof 4/1, 6/1 and 8/1 sash.

An elliptical light islocatedinthe front bay w ndow gable; a serai-circular |ight
appears in the side bay v/indow gable.

HSIGRCL SAGNHGMNE Explain the role owners played in local or state history ad howvthe
building relatesto the devel opnent of the conmunity.

The McDernott Three-Decker was built ca. 1910as part of a continued effort toprovide
substantial, stylish three-decker rental units for the famlies of professionals and

busi nessnmen i n the high status Main South neighborhood. The attenpt t ocreate a fashionable
rental district was apparently flaunted by the subsequent devel opment of the rest of
Freeland Street with much nore nodest three-deckers. The earliest owner of 21 Freeland

was John B. MDernott, a carpenter, who resided here. The iMDernott famly continuedt o
live here through 1930. The earliest known residents (1912), besides the MDernmotts,
Included Henry Coley, a bookeeper; and BEdnund McGrail, an assistant nanager at a downt own
clothing store. Residents i n1920included Arthur Sawyer, a manger; andW | |iam

McKenna, a teacher at the Co~inerce High School.

B Bl A3 and/ or REFEHRENES

Worcester Directory, Worcester House Dire-ctDrv_, 1910, 1912, 1916, 1920, 1924, 1928.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1911, 1922.
J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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51. Massad|i Ant hony, Three- Decker gational

52. McCafferty, Elizabeth, Three-Decker

fittbstant|va Bevl af

53. McCarron, Andrew, Three-Decker {atioaai HQglstijKeeper _ AAAYY<Y-yANMNKAAN
Attest

54, MDernott, John B., Three-Decker”™ A2~AMNjAn tne Keeper , DYYAMIWYMN <yt _AI‘A
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58. McPartland, Janes, Three-Decke®tciin t.ne j~—2ggper v AAA-TY,.-, . N™Meh Ao

Hat i onal Begl at df n

Attest

59. Muinroe, Sarah, Three-Decker jiatiosn-N ANANANNTfE Neeper  , WAAIT--LyN-ANVNMN— A
Attest

60. Murphy, Patrick, Three-Decker on''AMANA | "aegl at OW " eper NPAANANK--<-f[MNyryn N A

liatic
Attest
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