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Town Worcester 

Address :1 Freelc.nd Street 

Historic Name johi: B. KcDerr.ott "ee-jecicer 

Use: Present res i d e n t i a l 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1910 

Source Worcester House Directory 

Colonial Revival THree-Dscke: Style 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric V'ood clapboard 

Outbuildings garaae 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition excellent 

Moved Date 

Acreage ^ ^ ^ ^ than 1/4 acre 

Setting ^^£-ly 20th century urban, mul 

f a n i l v r e s iden t i a l nei>;hborIicou 

UTM REFERENCE 19/266930/4680790 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worces South 

SCALE 1 = 25 ,000 

Recorded by l̂ona Lor-csh 

Organization Clark University 

Date February 1981 

Revised by Michael Steinitz for MIC - 12/bo 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The John 5. McDerr.ott Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an unusual example 
of a..notably___ s t y l i s h three-decker b u i l t to a t t r a c t upper middle class families to 
multi-familyhousing i n a Main South neighborhood which i n tha f i r s t decades of the 20th 
cnetury was one of the c i t y ' s affluent r e s i d e n t i a l areas. Unusually well preserved, i t 
also ranks as one of the f i n e s t Colonial Revival three-deckers i n Worcester. The 
McDermott Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places on the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural 'eatures and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. * 
Architecturally, 21 Freeland Street i s a remarkably well-preserved three-decker, l o c a l l y 
unique for the configuration, scale, and d e t a i l of i t s Colonial Revival components. 
The house has the t y p i c a l side-hall plan, with side-wall jog, although the building's 
dimensions are larger than average. The asymjnetrical main facade contains an entry bay 
with a projecting tv/o-tier porch, flanked by a three-story window bay. On the f i r s -
story, the porch extends l a t e r a l l y around the window bay to the side-wall jog. Behind 
the jog, a second, three-story window projects from the side w a l l . A shallow hip roof 
has small, pedimiented gables that project out over the two bay windows. The wide roof 
cornice overhang i s decorated v/ith regularly spaced modillion blocks. The projecting 
two-tier porch i s also topped by a pedimented gable. The porch i s supported by Tuscan 
colum.ns, with t r i p l e columns i n the corners. Windows are of 4/1, 6/1 and 8/1 sash. 
An e l l i p t i c a l l i g h t i s located i n the f r o n t bay window gable; a serai-circular l i g h t 
appears in the side bay v/indow gable. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The McDermott Three-Decker was b u i l t ca. 1910 as part of a continued e f f o r t to provide 
substantial, s t y l i s h three-decker rental units for the families of professionals and 
businessmen i n the high status Main South neighborhood. The attempt to create a fashionable 
rental d i s t r i c t was apparently flaunted by the subsequent development of the rest of 
Freeland Street with much more modest three-deckers. The e a r l i e s t owner of 21 Freeland 
was John B. McDermott, a carpenter, who resided here. The iMcDermott family continued to 
l i v e here through 1930. The ear l i e s t known residents (1912), besides the McDermotts, 
Included Henry Coley, a bookeeper; and Edmund McGrail, an assistant manager at a downtown 
clothing store. Residents i n 1920 included Arthur Sawyer, a manger; and William 
McKenna, a teacher at the Co~imerce High School. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Dire-ctDrv_, 1910, 1912, 1916, 1920, 1924, 1928. 
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1911, 1922. 
J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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Worcester Three-Decker MRA Date Listed 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

51. Massad|i Anthony, Three-Decker gational 

52. McCafferty, Elizabeth, Three-Decker 

fittbstantlva Bevlaf 

53. McCarron, Andrew, Three-Decker :{atioaai HQglstijKeeper ,_ AAAyy<y'-yA^'^^'<^-^.^ 

Attes t 

54. McDermott, John B., Three-Decker^ ^^^^ j^n tne Keeper , ^yY<^'^^''-'WY^^^j<y~'i^ _ArA^c 
Attest 

55. McGrath, Patrick, Three-Decker "'^^''^^^BegiS*^ ̂ ^^P^^ iAyAYyiy^^-A^'^^:^'^ A f A'-

Attest 
SI 
56. McGuiness, Patrick, Three-Decker ^^at^^^P^^ , y(AM'-x^<-.~-^3'^*-i-.--^ AlA9<. 

Attest 

57. McPartland, Frank, Three-Deckeijj^^j^Qi^i. Reg^^^T* Keeper 

Attest 

J In •^"^ • • yj A I 

. D.^iaUarTfooT^o^ , ALJ'-^..^AA?^. - A'fY9c 

58. McPartland, James, Three-Decke^^tciin t.ne j^—^ggper ,, A/AA~Ty,.-,.^/^^c^ ^/r/91 
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Attest 

59. . • 

Attest 

Munroe, Sarah, Three-Decker jiatio"^-^ ^^^^^^^'f'^eeper , y{AA:i'^--Ly^'-A'^^^j^^—- A'fA^ 

60. Murphy, Patrick, Three-Decker •^''^^^^^_j_"aeglat0W^^eper ^;pAA^A^<--<--f/^^<^yry^ ^ / / / f ^ 
liatic 

Attest 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION ,̂ , 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
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descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







\ 

\ 'AAA V/̂ :̂v̂ ^̂ / / 

YJA-

A^ AA 

\ "r^ A ^AA • 

V /; \.^ ••!.%-> A A %z^<^7 • 

/ , 

YY 
ppcy 

Y 

I ! 

• — f" ii ' f l ' J 1_J .̂.•.•- "'•U'«0'5 L.1J 

AH:yK ri! John McDermott Three-Decker 
21 Freeland Street, Worcester 
MHC # 1613 



Please refer to the map in the 
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