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St. Augustine Hall
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Mather Hall, Kansas City University
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OWNER'S NAME:

Monastery of Saint Augustine
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[7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
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Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if fcnownj PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Augustine Hall presents an interesting combination of 
stone and red brick. The stone foundation seems to set the building 
awayTrbm the ground.in an attention-getting manner; one is not left 
to wonder what design features are hidden behind the shrubbery. This 
wide band of stone also pulls the eye to the entrance, which seems to 
be a proper outcropping of cut stone. The large deep arch with its 
columns develops a very strong and heavy statement. Although the 
building""is over three stories high, the entrance tower dominates 
the design. The extremely tall false windows with their semi-circu­ 
lar glass and keyed lintels add an interesting note and hint at the 
elaborate cornice work around the tower platform. A strong gable 
roof line emphasizes the symmetrical floor plan. Although the facade 
is symmetrical about the tower, the treatment of windows varies 
greatly with each floor. The overall treatment of the facade offers 
a pleasant variation of shapes*

Some alterations were made after the building changed ownership 
in 1932, and in the late 1930 ! s a west wing was added.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Augustine Hall was orjginally built as Mather Hall of 
Kansas City University in 18^6 at a cost of $30,000. Dr. Samuel 
Fielding Mather^a descendant of the famous theologian, Cotton 
Mather, desired to see a college established in Kansas City and 
gave the Methodist Protestant Church tracts of land on the con­ 
dition they erect suitable college buildings. Another of the 
early promoters and backers of Kansas City University was H. J. 

\Heinz, the pickle millionaire.
In 1913Campbell College of Holton, Kansas, under the control 

of the United Brethren in Christ Church, merged with Kansas City 
University. The two religious denoininations^Jointiy operated 
the school until 1926 when the Methodists withdrew and their 
interest was bought out by the United Brethren. The final years 
of the school f s operation were difficult ones and in 1930 the 
United Brethren Board of Education decided to drop all support 
for the school. In ISJS-^e mortgage against the school was 
foreclosed and the property soli to the Augustinian Order of the 
Catholic Church. Mather Hall then became St. Augustine Hall.

St. Augustine Hall architecturally is an extraordinarily 
«6mplex building in terms of form and detail, fitting into the 

^'Eclectic period of architecture in Kansas. It has a classic 
colonnade tower form, rounded windows, and layered facade.
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State £] Local Q

Name 0\<-V/tX H - «V^LXXjLx»
Nyle/JU Miller 

Title Executive Secretary, Kansas Stat<
Historical Society 

Bate November k» 1970

STATE

Kansas 66612
CODE

20
NATIONAL -i!SI^:ISf-ER--yt^i^f^rt::: •:.•'''•.•..•

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

& Jl / /7}
/ / / J 1 A / / /A { (-  ff\ /// /* / Af y f J J 1 A A A A 9 1/ L/\- \^ _J[jA/t (/ i/^y(. -OCX-/

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prq/ervaT/orr*-

dr"D rt A 4«t
Date

ATTEST

UW*U* l(ftf^4
Keeper of The National Register ft

JAN 2 1 197T ^
IE

rn 
m

70

C 

O

CO



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

Kansas

Wjrandotte
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Number all entries)

9. Lehman, Clayton George, "A History of the Kansas Conference of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ (Part III, 191U-19JI3), 11 
Seedtime and Harvest (n. p., 19U8), pp. 10^-109.

**:  *


