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Moved [g Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

This is a two story frame house, plus dormers, shingle siding and roof, 
the cedar shingles originally stained but now painted off-white. It is a 
mixture in architectural design and a good example of the eclectic style 
Greene and Greene used in their early period, before the development of 
their California Bungalow. There are several different styled windows, 
including leaded glass and a coupled arched window.

There are two preliminary drawings of the Longley House; Greene and Greene
made considerable additions to both. The design used for the exterior of
the front of the house is almost exactly the same as the architects 1
drawings except for a change to the windows on the west end of the house.
The rather squat columns at the front entrance have capitals reminiscent
of Etruscan design. The fan light over the doorway has leaded colored
"art" glass. There is an oriental feeling to the slightly curved roof,
with finials of galvanized iron. There are carved rosettes under the wide
eaves. Because of sloping property, there is an exposed basement of rn
plastered brick. rn

The Greenes remodeled the house in 1910 for Mr. and Mrs. Frank G. Bolt.
The rear of the house is very much the same as the architects' drawing
(south elevation). A screen porch on the rear was converted to a sun-room, t/>
with large picture windows, and a door with a stairway which leads to the
garden.

There is a picture window in the dining room. The end of a heavy thick 
beam overhanging the first floor on the rear is carved into a gargoyle. 
There are elaborately designed metal butterfly brackets to anchor the 
downspouts. .

The front hall reveals an eclectic feeling with elaborate wood crafts 
manship in the paneling, wainscots, pilasters and columns, with the same 
capital design as on the columns of the front porch. (However, the design 
of the hall has been simplified compared to the architects 1 drawing en 
closed, and does not have the embellishments of plaster decorations, etc., 
as shown on the drawing.)

The living room, dining room and sun-room are a simpler style than the 
hall. There are wide plain bandings and window frames of dark mahogany 
in the living room, and of handsome cedar in the sun-room. The dining 
room is finished in oak.

In 1928 the Bolts added a small one story wing to the west end of <the 
house, which does not detract from the overall design. -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Greenes, who pioneered early modern architecture in California, were 
almost exact contemporaries of Frank Lloyd Wright. They were among the six 
"most distinguished architects to immigrate to California in two centuries." fc 
They, with Ernest A. Coxhead, Willis Polk, Bernard Maybeck, and Irving A. 
Gill, arrived between 1886 and 1893.

The Longley House shows the Eastern seaboard style of the Greenes while the 
Garfield House (next door, also designed by the Greenes) shows the Crafts 
man style of California. The Longley House is one of the earliest surviving 
examples of the Greenes 1 use of the oriental theme, which they were to 
develop more fully in the Gamble House. It is also important because it is 
an example of eclecticism, which predominates in the architects 1 early work. 
The fact that it is next door to the 1904.Garfield House (California 
Bungalow styled) gives close at hand a comparison of their early and later 
periods. This increases the importance of recognizing and preserving these 
two houses. (The Garfield House was placed on the National Register on 
April 24, 1973.)

In the Pasadena area "the Greenes progressed from conventional renderings 
of eastern colonial form to a highly personalized statement that gave its 
only distinction to the...California Bungalow"* (first seen in the Bandini 
House - 1903).

*Kirker
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Drawing #9, Hall and Front Stairs, Showing east and 
west elevation, stair plan, and section 
through stairs. (Living rooa is entered 
through west opening. )

Xerox copy for information purposes only.


