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1. Richard Hartshorne Home cl675 61 The Kings Highway This is a two 
story house with a one story wing extending to the east of the house. 
The foundation oft fieldstone and brick is mortareu with shells and 
local clay. The cellar is seven feet deep with fifteen horizontal and 
six vertical timbers supporting the upper house, tfide floor boards are 
exposed between the beams in the cellar ceiling. Two ten foot arches 
of brick and fieldstone form an angular support for the west chimney 
and one eleven foot arch, running parallel to the cellar wall supports 
the east chimney. These arches are three to four feet deep. The walls 
of the house are of brick and beam construction with extarior current 
ly clapboard (formerly shingle) and interior of plaster. Attic beams 
are massive, numbered and fitted with wooden pegs. One wall in the 
kitchen is exposed revealing expert mortice work with brick and wood. 
The main house is rectangular with inside brick chimney at each end. 
The roof is gable. It is five bayed. m

2. Marlpit Hall 168U, 1712 137 The Kings Highway This is a two story m 
house with a foundation of brick and stone. The walls are mud plaster 
plus hair with restored surfaces except for one room. It has a center 
floor layout with the stairway toward the rear. There are three chim 
neys. The windows are 12/12 sash on the first floor and the upper floor 
has three 6 paned sliding double sashes. The shutters are panelled. 
The roof is gabled with dormers.

The Bowne House 1697, 1808 2 Red Hill Road This is a two story struc- n 
ture with a stone foundation. The walls are frame with wood siding and 
handhewn shakes outside, brick, wood plaster inside. The windows are 
6/6 in the lower story and 9/6 in the upper story. There are Dutch doors 
front and back. The roof is slate over wood shingles. The shutters are ° 
a combination of louvered and panelled. z

The Murray House 1780 35 The Kings Highway This is a three story 
house with clapboard siding. There are four corner chimneys. The win 
dows are 6/6 except 3/3 in the center dormer of the third floor. There 
is a porch the length of the front elevation with Joric columns. The 
roof is gabled with a center dormer. The shutters are louvered. All 
hardware in the house is original and brass.

Hendrickson-Morford House c.1830 65 The Kings Highway This is a two 
and ^ story house with a foundation of native stone and brick. The walls 
are full timbered and kerodiqpegged. They are hand split timbers (cedar, 
three feet long) and clapboard. Brick is used for insulation. The in 
terior walls are of lath and mortar. There are five chimneys. The win-^ 
dows are basically 6/6. There is an open front porch with four Georgian 
columns. The front door is six panelled flanked by pilasters then leaded 
glass side windows with festoons. There are unusual moldings both inside 
and out.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SETTLEMENT
The Kings Highway Jistrict was the heart of the oldest settle 

ment in New Jersey, The support document is the New Jersey Book of 
Deeds showing Thomas Whitlock's 166U land claim registered two years 
before the next claim. Thomas rfhitlock divided his claim into thirty 
six lots. The earliest settlers are listed in the First Towne Book 
of Middleton.

The land had been purchased from the Indians and the relations 
between the natives and the settlers were generally peaceful. The dis 
turbances occasioned by the King Phillip's War did, however, necessi 
tate the building of a blockhouse in 16?0. Its foundation is present 
ly the foundation of Christ Church.

The reason for the location of the tillage was the fact that here 
was the junction of three great Indian Trails and the nearby Indian 
Village of Cha quasi tt. These trails and the clearings already made 
pro/icied both easy access to other sections of East and West Jersey 
and the advantages of tillable land. Particularly favorable was the 
easy access to the sea byway pfj Indian Trails. This stretch of old 
roadway to the sea became part of The Kings Highway laid out in 1719 
by the Monnouth Patentees to join the great colonial route which al 
lowed travel from one settlement to another.

MILITARY
The Kings Highway Jistrict was most significant in both the Re 

volutionary War and the Civil tfar. Christ Church played an important 
role in the Revolution. It was the meeting place of Henry Clinton and 
Lord Cornwallis withdrawing from the Battle of Moomouth. The church 
itself was used as a hospital during the

The Murray House was the scene of a killing of a Revolutionary 
soldier tilling his lands. Joseph Murray, while on duty with, a com*? 
pany at Navesink Highlands to block conveying of produce to British 
ships had leave to come home to plant corn. Surprised by three armed 
men, he was killed right out in the field. A later owner of the house 
was a son of an officer under the first Napoleon.

The owner of the Bowne House was a member of the Governor's "Light 
Guards" and he served as a Captain in the Civil War from the start.
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3, Description Continued
The Kings Highway district 
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6. Locustwood 1832, 18U5 28 The Trail This is a two story structure 
with a stone foundation. It has a clapboard exterior, brick lined for 
insulation and a plastered interior. It is a center hall layout with 
an 18U5 addition. The house has a hip roof with five chimneys. The win 
dows are 9/9. The house possesses extraordinary hand carved interior 
trim and wood work with classic Greek Motifs. The man who did the car 
ving took a full year to complete it.

7. The Academy 1836 53 The Kings Highway This two story structure 
has a stone foundation. The walls are the original handhewn shingles. 
The windows are 12/12 throughout. There is a small entrance porch with 
original pediment and pillars. The tall front double door-is original. 
The shutters are louvered. The cupola at the front elevation is retained 
in its original state although the bell is lost.
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Tha Blacksmith Shop was also known as the wheelwright shop of William 
Truex. As captain in the Mexican tfar, Truex (later both Colonel and Briga 
dier General in the regular army) used his shop as temporary headquarters 
providing the American forces with many officers who became distinguished. 
Drilling took place on The Kings Highway. The general forces drilled here 
became known as the Governor's Light Guards.

POLITICAL
The Bo woe House has been associated with political causes as early 

as 1700 when an arrest for unjust taxes was made. This began the conflict 
between Lewis Morris, governor, and the people of Middleton. Andrew Bowne 
and Richard Hartshorne give an account of the incident which appears in 
Volume 11 of the New Jersey Archives. "The people stood up manfully without 
regard to consequences to protect their friend Richara Salter, and resist 
the tyrannical acts of a usurping governor and his pretending officers of 
the law. "As the Rising Sun Tavern, the Bowne House had many famous visitors 
of the political nature. "Mad Anthony" Wayne is said to have carved his 
initials behind the bar. This house is also said to have served as a hiding 
place for runaway slaves.

EDUCATION .
The Franklin Academy ./as one of the earliest private schools in New 

Jersey. It was built by a local stock company for preparing "boys for col 
lege, the study of a profession or any other business they wish to parsue" 
and girls "for all the useful and ornamental branches of Female iSducation." 
The Academy operated as a private school from 18 J7 to 1&51 . In 1851, it be 
came the only village operated school and was in continuous use until it was 
replaced in 1902. It was then used as a public library.

GION/PHILOSOPHT
A group of Baptist men and women who settled in the new Village of 

Middleton in 1665 organized and constituted the first Baptist church to 
be established in Ne* Jersey in 1668. In 1707, this church joined with 
four other churches and established the Philadelphia Association, the 
oldest association of Baptists in America. The church continued to be 
innovative when in 1955 it proved very ecumenical by establishing a pol 
icy of open communion and it moved toward less restrictive membership re 
quirements as a community church. It is now known as the Old First Church 
of Middleton.

GPO 921-724



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

3 (Continuation Sheet) J

New Jersey

Monmouth
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

MAY 3 1974
(Number all entries)

2:. Location Continued
The Kings Highway Jistrict 
Monouth County 025 
New Jersey 3h

Beginning at the point of intersect of Kings Highway and 
150 feet south of the school proceed directly east 1*00 feet. 
Thence proceed parrallel to Kings Highway to a point 200 ft. 
west of Lenape Trail. Thence proceed north UOO feet. Thence 
continue east to canter of Lenape trail. Thence proceed south to a 
distance 300 feet north of Kings Highway. Thence proceed east 
parrallel to Kings Highway, to the right of way of State Route 
35. Thence continue Southeast along that right of way across 
Kings Highway on Route 35, a distance of 300 feet South of 
Kings Highway on Route 35. Thence proceed west parrallel 
to Kings Highway to Red Hill Road including the property of 2 
Red Hill Road. Thence proceed to point of beginning.
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Name Change

Remove the present historic name: "King's Highway Historic District" 

Replace with "new" historic name: "Middletown Village Historic District"

Justification for this change
The district described in this nomination encompasses the surviving core of the historic village of 
Middletown, one of the two earliest villages of Monmouth County. Locally, the district 
continues to be called the Middletown village district, and it has been so designated under 
municipal historic preservation ordinance.

The name "King's Highway..." is the name given to the principal road through the district, but 
the name does not evoke a specific place, because the road extends both east and west well 
beyond the limits of the historic district, and because "King's Highway" was a name that could 
have been equally applied to any of the several principal highways of New Jersey from the 
colonial period.


