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WETUMKA CEMETERY PAVILION AND FENCE
LOCATION: Vicinity of Wetumka, Oklahoma 040, Hughes County 063; Sec. 24, T9 N, R 10 E

CLASSIFICATION: building/structure; public; public acquisition--N/Aj; occupied; unrestricted;
present use--cemetery

OWNER: City of Wetumka, City Hall, Wetumka, OK 74883
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Hughes County Courthouse, Holdenville, OK 74848
DESCRIPTION: excellent condition; unaltered; original site

The cemetery pavilion is a single story, rectangular (20' x 23") structure constructed of
undressed and uncoursed native sandstone. The roof is flat with a parapet. The front facade
extends to include a double doorway; windows are wood sash and symetrically placed.
Immediately to the rear of the pavilion is a circular watertower that is 15 feet tall and 36 feet
in circumference. Because of the curved walls, the masonry is unusually skilled. To the front
of the cemetery, some 683 feet west of the pavilion is a native stone fence that stands three
feet tall and sixteen inches wide and runs 845 feet in distance. The length of the fence and
the placement of the undressed stone make it a work of art.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1935-1936; architect/builder: unknown

The Wetumka Cemetery Pavilion and Fence are important because they suggest the
broad range of public works undertaken by the WPA, especially during its genesis. Moreover,
the water tower and the fence were constructed with such care and skill that they stand as
remarkable works of art. The length of the fence, without reinforcing pedistals, is itself
architecturally impressive, at least within southeastern Oklahoma. The improvements are
most significant because construction of them provided jobs to individuals who had been long
unemployed, resulting in a measure of economic security and more self esteem.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:

Acreage: Less than one acre Quadrangle: Wetumnka, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.

UTM: A--14 753820 3902800; B-—-14 753820 3902540; C--14 754070 3902700

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: On the northeast corner of Wetumka where U. S.
highway No. 75 turns north, go straight east on paved county road one and one-fourth miles
and turn right to the cemetery. The nominated property begins at a point 450' south of the NW
corner of the SW 1/4 of Sec. 24, T 9 N, R 10 E and runs south 870 feet, east 30 feet, north 870

feet and west 30 feet; and then 340 feet south and 675 east of the above point of beginning, go
south 40 feet, east 50 feet, north 40 feet, and west 50 feet.
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PICTURE REFERENCE: 64-A, 64-B, 64-C



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number ______ Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: Various Date Listed: 9/8/88
Various Various Oklahoma
Property Name County State
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This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included

in the nomination /doQumentation.
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Amended Items in Nomination:

The actual resource count for the entire multiple property
nomination should be 50 contributing buildings and 9 contributing
structures (no non-contributing resources). Each of the
individual properties should be counted as one building with the
following exceptions: Roberta School Campus--2 buildings;
Spencerville School Campus--2 buildings; Stroup Park Swimming
Pool and Bathhouse~-1 building, 1 structure; Wetumka Cemetery
Pavilion and Fence--2 structures; Twyman Park--2 buildings, 4
structures; Jeff Lee Park Bathhouse and Pool--1 building, 1
structure; and Colony Park Pavilion--1 structure. (Stroup Park
Swimming Pool and Bathhouse is being returned to the OK SHPO
because of substantive problems which must be clarified.)

Scipio School--Ownership should be private, not public.
Roberta School Campus--Acreage should be two, not less than two.
The level of significance for all properties is local.

The above information was confirmed during a 9/8/88 telephone
conversation with Oklahoma Deputy SHPO Melvena Heisch.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Reqister property file



