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Statement of Significance: (Reference names, dates, events, areas of significance/study
unit themes)

Date of Construction: ca 1890s_______________________ 
Architect/Builder: J. L. Sharp____________________________
Historical Significance:

The residence at 111 North 9th Street is associated with North Yakima's earliest development period: 1885-1900. Proper­ 
ties in the Eastern Addition to North Yakima, platted September 3, 1888, were usually sold in parcels of several lots 
and small farms were established in this section at this eastern edge of the town. This house is significant as an 
example of Queen Anne cottages designed and built by tradesmen, carpenter/contractors for modest/middle income families. 
The Sharp House is typical of modest residences built in the "Queen Anne" style in Yakima. The dominant front-facing 
gable, asymmetrical facade, cutaway bay window, and partial, one-story front porch were elements used in most of these 
dwellings. The pitch of the central pyramid roof is characteristic of the circa 1895 style roof. This residence is 
also important for its owner, James L. Sharp, who contributed to Yakima's early architecture through his trade as a 
carpenter/contractor. Sharp, a construction foreman for A.E. Howard Sash and Doors, West D Street, reportedly built 
this house in the 1890's. He immigrated from Scotland. Sharp moved to Yakima from Seattle, where he advertised himself 
and his associates as "Carpenters and Jobbers". In Yakima, he helped construct the Old Stone Church on West Yakima

Additional Descripton of Physical Appearance * Significant Architectural Features:
(Architectural significance; can include interior & site features; address integrity 

issues specifically)

The Sharp House at 111 North 9th Street is a one and one-half story wood framed residence with "Queen Anne" influences. 
The building has a central pyramid roof with wood shingles, a projecting gable at the front (west) and a projecting 
gable roofed bay window on the south elevation. The gables are boxed with returns and with plain friezes and dentils. 
A shallow pitched, hip roof porch in front has a pediment at the entry. The porch roof is supported by unfluted 
"Tuscan" columns with capitals and bases. Another similar porch is at the rear. The siding is clapboard with trimmed 
corners. The gable ends have a "sunburst" pattern flanking a central window which intersects the cornice. The southern 
bay window has brackets with scrolls and pendents supporting the cornice. The windows are 1/1 double-hung units except 
the focal window which contains a colored pane surround with clear center over a tri-paned lower unit. The building and 
yard are well maintained. The yard is defined by a newly constructed 2x2 fence. The building maintains the integrity 
of the original design. The owners have maintained the building in its original design.
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Statement of Significance (continued):

Avenue and several of the earliest Fairground buildings. A.E. Howard's firm led the building construction industry in 
Yakima from 1891 to the early 1900's and constructed numerous residences and commercial buildings. (Refer to 602 North 
1st Street.) James died in 1911. The family continued to live in the house for 80 years. Upon the death of the last 
surviving daughter, Dorothy Matson inherited the home. The present owners, Herbert W. and Mary Sherman bought the 
residence in 1977.

Itotal number of contributing properties: 1 (house) 
noncontributing properties: 0


