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The lock at Delaware City is a stone structure, resting on wooden 
underpinnings, with a wooden floor. It stands near the mouth of the 
old C&D Canal, at the east end of the former cut. The lock gates no 
longer exist.

The short section of canal between the east end of the lock and the river 
has been filled, to provide parking. Westward from the lock, the old canal 
remains navigable for small pleasure boats.

The original canal locks were a hundred feet long and twenty-two feet wide. 
When the canal was originally built, the Delaware City lock had a lift of six 
to eight feet, and provided ungated passage on a high tide. From Delaware 
City to St. George's, a distance of 4. 39 miles, the canal maintained a level 
of 7.66 feet above mean low water. Between 1851 and 1854, during a general 
improvement of the canal facilities, the locks were enlarged to 220 feet 
by twenty-four feet.

Even with enlarged facilities, the canal soon reached the limits of its
capacity. As early as 1871, proponents of a ship canal were agitating
for a sea-level waterway across the Delmarva isthmus. Other routes
were considered, but in 19^9 the federal government obtained title to
the C&D Canal and began digging a sea-level cut along its route.
The new canal was finally opened to oceangoing traffic, without locks, in 1927.

When the sea-level canal was built, all the locks were destroyed except the one 
at Delaware City. This lock survived because the new route entered the 
Delaware River by a new mouth at Reedy Point, two miles south.

Today, the old cut at Delaware City serves as a harbor for small boats. 
Since the entrance lock is blocked by an earth berm, small boats must 
travel south from this anchorage into the canal, in order to enter the river.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The eastern lock of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal in Delaware City 
is the last remaining lock structure on the old canal. At Chesapeake City, 
the western terminus, a pumphouse has been preserved.

In 1829, the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal first opened for traffic, 
culminating a half century of negotiations, proposals, false starts, and 
failures. Although the canal was only about fourteen miles long, it was 
a vital link in the all-water transportation system envisioned in Albert 
Gallatin's 1808 report to Congress.

Until it became federal property in 1919, the lock navigation was operated 
by a private corporation chartered in Delaware and Maryland, but backed 
by Philadelphia business interests. The original work was expanded during 
the early 1850's, when larger locks were installed and the cuts were deepened. 
The surviving lock and the pumphouse at Chesapeake City date from this 
expansion. Between 1854 and 1919, the canal's physical plant was little 
altered.

Battery Park in Delaware City was the eastern terminus of the canal 
navigation. This public open space remains virtually as it appeared 
during canal days. Mounted on a pedestal in the park is a diving bell, 
which was built to enable workmen to repair underwater equipment. 
West of Battery Park was a basin, now filled, which could accommodate 
several boats at a time.
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The lock is bordered on the northeast by Delaware River, on the southeast 
and southwest by the Chesapeake and Delaware branch canal, and on the 
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