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Painted MWocks is a conspicucus form = aleng the A
raturaliy served as a landmark as 3 as .p:ES"”ﬁ“l"} a ma -
. . " record center. Spanish trateisrs ﬁhl 4 the petrogliyphs at least as
d as wall as Co . early as ;759, when Jesuit missicnary Jacch Sadelpays recerded their-
: : : existence The Spanish nomes for the site, Pisdras Pintadds, was
BL_PIV tzans;ated a5 .Painted Rocks after-the Anglo ac:u:atxcr. EaTivy-
.glo travelers were intrigued by ‘the crypiic frr-..‘:els and described
the site jixn some detail. Hany af them:agketgehed nictuxa of ‘* aud
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Tt w. H. Emﬁry, on a military ex-euztio» ta Callfornia &G&iﬁ“ tha.
Mexican War, arrived at Painted Eocks in Hovexmber: of (1846w B L
belzeved the signs were int°naed tc cs emc:ate se:a greac eveat
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John Russell Baxtlett, who rep*esen*ed the U. s, on”
boundary comission after tha Mexican War, made seveza; SKQCCMFE of -
the petroglyezhs in the early 1850s. - He coancluded that.theésag,aid tha”
many other such figures he haé seen,: were “apparently withoug’ nsan.n
or “historical value.™ Peripatstic amthor J. Ross Browne viewed 7.
Painted Rocks in 1864 in company with.the famed Arizona pianeer Char Ige
Poston. Browne noted that the Pima believed the petroglypks ta bel-!

. prehistcric, probably Hohokzm. - Poston . and Browne decided, _howewer;.,:
that the pictures were more .recent aué,pronably usze zeca:ds of ..
‘treaties betwsen 5ila and Colorado tz‘bes._y B e E
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R. J. a;nton. gathezing material far his Hand_oox [ nrzacnh 1n 181&»,«n.
speculated that the boulders had been 1=2ft by 2 great flcod.  ge .
- decided the symbols were intended g a record of important events - .
and "to express all the facts of human,lzfe, F_ghtluc and paoazoa alixes

* There i3 no evidence as yet that the petrovlypa,s are a writ tten
language., - SR
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An archaeclogical survey in the early 1960s suggested that the site

was prcbanrly Hohckam because “the major occupation of the area was
by the Hohokam; (2) many of the petroglyph designs are the same as
those used on Lonokaxm pottery; (3) petroglyphs sites are often near
Hchoxam villages.™ fThe evidence,however, is rot conclusive and the
report pointed cut that Painted Rocks is not asscciated with an:
viilage sites. Furthermore, “altheugh a few plainware sherds have
been found around the bcuider pile, they are not distinsctive encugh
to allow the assignment of petroglyphs to any one time period or
cultural group .”° - . . : :
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The site cousists of the fenccd petrog]:yph concentration
at Painted Rocks State Histeric Park as shown c¢n the
‘accompanying serial photo (#5). .
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