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The Painted Rooks (actually p*treglyph*»i' present a *f^tKing appearance*', • ,. /.' . .••'-'•'' v
^•*nd have been a landmark on the Gil a frail for cea'&riea * ' They are ,,

1 .-'V1 ,'"' '• " •'' ' " '•... 'j

piled in a heap ia the midst, of a plain. surroundUl by tile Gila Bend , =

and Sauceda Hountaina. The elevafcion -is about 600 feet and the • -*;

annual rainfall varies from three to *ix. inchas.

Tne bouldets .have acquired .a dark -£*-sert varnish; and the ,'petroglvrhs

have been fonaed by scraping the varriis^ avay to reveal the lighter

r&ck beneath* The rock pile is .about SO feet high and covers

acproxistately one acre. - . ,

So&e early observers mention that there were painted as well as

t>eered figures on the rocks, but whatever paint" there was has long

since worn off,. . .

The origin, and r&aafffag of the 
unknown.. There arfr ̂ eoaatric figures AT/ 
as representations of -pccitala ̂ and arJ.aal 4 
has nuTdftroas petroqlyj*h sites. Painted 5 
And well -pre served site a::<3 vcvld ccrtd., 
for scholars 'if the Scsetta Stone of.p^ 1!

Paint €d Hocks is a conspicuous 
naturally served as a landmark, as w^ll 
record center. Spianish travelers- no ti • 
'early' as 1749, when Jesuit siis a ibnary ^ 
existence. The Spanish naas for the si 
sinply translated as Painted Socks aft--- 
Anglo travelers were intrigued by the c 
the site ih socie detail. Hany of than 
prcpoxaidad theories about the nysterio

Lt. W. H. Emory i on a nilitary expsditi 
Mexican War, arrived at painted Bocka i 
believed th« signs were intended to cc:r

John »uss«ll Bartlettr who represented 
boundary ccnEiission after the Mexican M 

: the petroglyphs in the early 1350s. Ho 
.many other such figures ie had *een> we; 
or "historical value.* Peripatetic ant. 
Painted Rocks in 1864 in conpany with t 
Poston. Brawne noted that the Pima bel 
prehistoric, probably Bohokam- Poaton ; 
that the pictures were inoro recsnt and 
treaties between Gila and Colorado trit<

R. J. a in ton, gathering material for hi 
speculated that the boulders had teen 1 
decided the: symbols were intended as a 
and "to express all tha facts of huaaa

* There is cc evidence *s yet that the 
language.' . ' ' ' .' ._ ;
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the origin, and steeaing of che petrcglyphs a* ?atat«d. aocfcs ara .-. -"".••' . 
ui^cnown. There are ^acmetrie figures* arx abstract designs =is well - , 
as r^o'-eses.tat.iCiis of -p«3»lesaus sr:,iaals. - ?.lthough ttea Scuthvest. .- . 
has nvd«rous. petrcelyph eitss,, Paiaced Kocka Is as uatssiially Large^ -' 
aad brell-oreserved site and vovld certainly cf-cvii* abi^v3'ertt ^atc'rial . 
for scholars if the Eosetta Stone of petrdglyphs were ever Discovered.*,

Paintfcd Hocks is a conspicuous formation alcfcg the Gils. 5raiL anc 
r.aturally served as a. landmark as vrell as fpres-us-aijly) a massage *iic • 
record center. Spanish travelers- noticed the petrcgiyphs at least^a*-. 
early as 1743, when Jesuit missionary Jacob Seceicayr reccr^^d thair- 
existence; Tae Spanish najse for the site, Fisdra.s_ ?irttadas> -vas •" . 
siciply translated as .Fainted ROCKS after-the Asglo oceu?at;ioft» Early- 
Anglo" travelers were •intrigued.by 'the,cryptic svKsbpls^and described ^^ 
the site iii sosie detail. Many of tfcem--fiketched pictures of.it:-end i,"^ 
.propounded theories aboat the sr/sterious collection*. ; :' .'.•'.-.-

Lt. .W. H. Esaory, on a aiiitary eKneditioa to ,CaliforrJ.a durin-g tha • 
Mexican War," arrived at Painted Eoitka-'iR . EToyessber;; of -1846-.. Es ^^/. 
believed tfee signs were intended to co^seasor ate' soa.fi.'" great <qv«sfc.\ •

John Russell Bartlett, vho repre coated .tte tf. S. -on''ths' • 'Bt 
iouisdary ccnaisaion after tha Mexican 'War* made 3ev-er.al,. sketcfesa '-of - 
the petroglyphs in the .early 1850s. -H« .concluded that- th± 
many other such figures lie h2<2 Eeea»;\«ere "apparently- --without,. ": 
or "historical, value." "Peripatetic a-athor- J«-'Ro-ss l Browse -viewed" .••"':';•-/;: 
Painted Hocks in 1864 in coaipany with the famed Arigoaa. pioaettr . ChajrleS; 
Poston. firowna notad that the Picsa believed the petroglyph&'.tii.fce^ •, •; 

. prehistoric r probably Hohokaau Poston and Browse decided, .hoafe^^r ; r ;-., 
that the pictures -were siore . recent aod^ probably- were -records; of.-;'. -.;•-:•''" K 
'treaties between Gi la aind Colorado, tribes »,v 3 '••'->" ' "••.. -•"..'' ':-'.. ": 'v-^^-' 'i'-

8. J. Hinton, gathering material' for his Handbook, to Ariscrui' ie'
•peculated ttat the boulder a had been left by Ji great flcod., '. . £& ; 
decided ths symbols were Ictendad as a., record or iraporteat erects 
and "to express all tha facts of htiajaft life, 'fighting arid pasaios
* There Is 

. language.
evidence as yet that the petroglypas are a writ tea'
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An archaeological survey in the early 1960s suggested that tfce site 
was probaMy Hohckam because "th« major occupation of tiie area was 
by the Eohokam; (2) sany of "Jie petroglyph designs are the ease as 
those used on Conokast pottery; (3J petroglypha sites are often near 
Hchokasi villages." The evidence,however, is not conclusive and the 
report pointed out th«t Painted Rocks is not associated with any 
village sites. Furthermore, "although a few plainware sherds have 
been found around the boulder pile, they are not distinctive enough 
to. allow the assigrsatent of petroglyphs to any one tine period or 
cultural group ," . • • Kf -'
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eomninu*TiOMSHCETpainted Backs ____________________ 

Arizona State Parks Board files on Painted Rocks State Historic Park.

Bartlett, John Russell. Personal Narrative cf Explorations and
Incidents . • . with the . . '' _. Ecunj'ary Cornn-iss" 
Volume II. " ""'

Brcwne, J. Ross, Adventures in the Apache Country. 1S64

Cooke, Philio St. Georgs, et al. Exploring South'/eat&rn 
1846-1854. 1938.

v ' • •• 
Hinton, Richard, Handi>ook to Arizona* 1378

re Archaeolc^y in PaintedWasJey, W. W. and Joiinson; A. E. 
Rocks Reservoir ..«_,«. • 1965.



-s ,-- -j. .'- •-- •
afl^

Ss« attached II*t. '
t IT

UjGEOGRAPHSCAtDATA r
«a»CACf or NQMIMATCO monmr^

EASTING WORTHING! . i u . I 1 . i L- t • L>
«LiJ 1 I . 1 . . I f. t . t f . I

ZONE EASTING NQflTHtNC/°LJ I'f .. i . « n.» t . >.i.i-i

The site consists of the fesKiftd petrogtyph cooceatratloa 
at Painted Rocks State Historic ?ark *s shown en th* 
aceorapanying aerial photo (#5).
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