
)rm No 10-300 , ^0 

DtfiAT AE NS bl&ETj UNITEDSTATES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

INTERIOR 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

P//^ fS3 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

Q N A M E ) 
HISTORIC 

Essex Company O f f i c e s and Yard 
AND/OR COMMON 

Same 

QLOCATION 
STREETS! NUMBER 

6 Essex S t r e e t _ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

Lawrence VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

F i f t h 
STATE 

Ma.s.sachiisetts 
CODE 

025 
COUNTY CODE 

Essex 009 

CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

_DISTRICT 

^BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

O W N E R S H I P 

—PUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 
X 

— BOTH 

P U B L I C A C Q U I S I T I O N 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

S T A T U S 

-XOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

A C C E S S I B L E 

^YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES; UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

P R E S E N T U S E 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

}COTHER: o f f l c e S 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Essex Company 
STREETS! NUMBER 

6 Essex Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Lawrence VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Essex County North Registry of Deeds 
STREETS. NUMBER 

381 Common Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Lawrence 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

IREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth #9 
DATE 

1978 -FEDERAL ESTATE —COUNTY _..LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachusctts Historical Commission 
CITY, TOWN 

Rnstnn 

STATE 

Massachusetts 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

JixCELLENT —DETERIORATED 

—GOOD —RUINS 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

25.UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

2L0RIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Essex Company Offices and Yard are located i n downtown Lawrence at the corner of 
Essex Street, the main commercial thoroughfare, and Union Street. The property i s 
bounded to the north by Essex Street, to the east by Union Street, t o the south by 
an alleyway, and to the west by a commercial structure. The s i t e encompasses an o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g (#1) f r o n t i n g on Essex Street and four other structures located along the 
alleyway. These include a carpenter's shop (#2) and the following three structures 
which adjoin each other: a foundry (#3), garage (#4), and storage building (#5). 
A l l of the above buildings are of red brick and timber construction, and date from 
1883-84. Together they form a cohesive group of uniform design, an adaptation of lat e 
nineteenth century i n d u s t r i a l architecture. The sturdy aind somewhat au'ste're • 
buildings weire constructed adcording'to the' plans of Hiram Mills)' chief eng'ineer for'••' 
the Essex Coriipany,' and w-idely Iknowri as an expert i n m i l l and hydraulic engineering. 
His design has'remaihed virtucilly'urtalteted. Evfen the o r i g i n a l uses of the individual 
buildings have not changed. 

In addition to the above structures, there i s a one story wooden storage shed (#8) 
on the northeast corner of the property and two lean-to sheds (#6 and #7) along the 
Essex Street property l i n e . These were a l l added l a t e r i n the 1880's. Now used for 
covered parking, the lean-to sheds o r i g i n a l l y sheltered carriages and possibly 
horses. These sheds are divided i n t o a series of bays by supporting cast-iron tuscan 
colximns. The yard i t s e l f i s p a r t i a l l y paved with stone; another portion has been 
paved with concrete and the remainder i s covered with lawn. 

A red brick w a l l , erected at the same time as the brick structures,'- eiicioses the 
entire s i t e except along the frontage of the o f f i c e b u i l d i n g , along the *ftontage of 
the four outjDUildings on the alleywa^, ahd aloh^'the f i r e w a l l of the adjoining 
commercial structure to. the west of the Essex Company Property. 

The Office Building i s a simple rectangular plan, two story structure with a basement 
and f l a t roof. Executed i n pressed red b r i c k , the building i s trimmed with gray 
granite window and door s i l l s and l i n t e l s . A water table sets the f i r s t story o f f 
from the basement, and the second story o f f from the f i r s t . Tlie 'coirriers of the 
building are emphasized by shallow brick p i l a s t e r s as i s the main entrance on Essex 
Street. A p i l a s t e r also divides the west elevation, while the east elevation i s 
arti c u l a t e d by the projection of two of i t s f i v e bays. The 4-bay facade has an 
off-center doorway with granite steps leading up to i t . There i s a secondary en­
trance on the west side of the building. Windows a l l have 2/2 sash although 
second story fenestration i s s l i g h t l y larger than that of the f i r s t story. 

The most prominent feature of the building i s the wide ornamental corbelled cornice 
crowning the bui l d i n g . A bank of recessed brick patterning below the corbelling 
contributes t o the decorative treatment. 

The edge of the roof i s protected with copper coping, 
are two corbelled chimneys. 

Rising above the building 

The i n t e r i o r of the Essex Company Office Building i s of special significance because 
i t has remained v i r t u a l l y unaltered since the time of i t s completion, woodwork, 
furnishings both b u i l t - i n and free-standing, fireplaces and even w a l l decor date from 
the nineteenth century. The desk used by Charles Storrow, Essex Company engineer. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Essex Company Offices and Yard r e t a i n i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , 
materials, workmanship, f e e l i n g and association and are of outstanding significance 
to the City of Lawrence because of the role which the company played i n the de­
velopment of that c i t y . The Essex Company was formed i n 1845 by a group of w e l l -
known Boston manufacturers and financiers f o r the purpose of building a planned 
community around the t e x t i l e industry as they had done i n Lowell. These men 
included Abbott and Samuel Lawrence, John Amory Lowell, Charles Storrow, Nathan 
Appleton, William Sturgis and Patrick Jackson. 

Surveys of the area around the Merrimack River below Lowell revealed that the 
Bodwell's f a l l s s i t e would be the most suitable for t h e i r plans. Control of these 
f a l l s was acquired along with the surrounding farmland. Charles Storrow, trained 
as an engineer and acting as treasurer and agent for the Essex Company, designed 
the g r i d plan for the new manufacturing community which included a large common 
at i t s center (potential NR). The Town of Lawrence was o f f i c i a l l y founded i n 1847 
and was named for , the Lawrence brothers who were the p r i n c i p a l stockholders of the 
Essex Company. With one m i l l i o n dollars i n capital, the company had by 1848 con- , 
structed the Great Stone Dam(NR), the locks and canals (NR), a machine shop (NR) 
and tenements f o r i t s mechanics. They were also instrumental i n the formation of 
numerous corporations f o r whom large m i l l s were constructed along the canal. These 
m i l l s which included the A t l a n t i c M i l l s , the Pacific M i l l s , the Pemberton M i l l s , 
and the Duck M i l l s , while not owned by the Essex Company remained i n close 
association as t h e i r boards of directors invariably interlocked. The Essex Company 
also constructed boarding houses for the employees of these m i l l s . Fragments of 
these structures remairv but i n a greatly altered and/or expanded state. 

The Essex Street Offices and Yard were constructed i n 1883-84 when expanded 
operations forced removal of management functions from the old Machine Shop across 
the street. They were designed by Hiram M i l l s , chief engineer of the Company, 
and widely known as an expert i n m i l l and hydraulic engineering. Physically they 
have remained almost e n t i r e l y unaltered and not only have they remained i n con­
tinuous use since t h e i r construction i n 1883-84 to the present, but they have 
also retained t h e i r o r i g i n a l functions 

Together, the buildings are a p r a c t i c a l l y unaltered h i s t o r i c a l and arch i t e c t u r a l 
exhibit of the Essex Company. Supervision of the canals and dam i s s t i l l carried 
out from the o f f i c e b u i l d i n g , tools are s t i l l made i n the carpenters shop, the forge 
is i n operation and the o r i g i n a l molds f o r machine parts are s t i l l kept i n the 
storage building. Although the Merrimack Valley Textile Museum i n Andover, Massa­
chusetts has added many of the Essex Company records to i t s c o l l e c t i o n , there are 
an abundance of early plans, maps, ledgers, etc, i n the Essex Company Office Building, 
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The property is bounded on the north for 225 feet by Essex Street, on the east for 
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75 feet by a commercial structure. 
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treasurer and agent, and also responsible f o r the layout of the City, i s s t i l l i n place 
with his name on i t . Because the building s t i l l serves as the Essex Company Offices, 
an abundance of early records, plans, ledgers, instruments, etc. are kept here. 

Although s t r i c t l y u t i l i t a r i a n , the structures along the alley have corbelled cornices, 
granite trimming and copper roof coping matching the decorative treatment of the 
o f f i c e b uilding. 

Closest i n appearance and proximity to the l a t t e r structure i s the Carpenter's Shop (#2), 
constructed of pressed br i c k . This i s a two story rectangular plan building with a base­
ment and f l a t roof. As i n the o f f i c e structure, a water table marks the d i v i s i o n be­
tween the basement and f i r s t f l o o r , and between the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The three 
bay symmetrical facade has a large double-door center entrance approached by three 
granite steps. Windows, on f r o n t , sides and rear elevations are regularly spaced and 
have 12/12 l i g h t s . A corbelled chimney rises above the r o o f l i n e . Inside the building, 
there i s one large room on each f l o o r . The building i s s t i l l i n use as a carpenter's 
shop with a large accumulation of tools and machinery that have been used for years. 

To the west of the Carpenters Shop i s the small one story, f l a t - r o o f e d foundry (#3) 
whose west w a l l abuts the garage. The square plan building has a three bay f r o n t 
w i t h a center entrance flanked by 6/6 sash windows. There i s one window on the east 
elevation and a small window on the south or rear elevation. A small square cupola 
above the forge serves as a vent. 

The garage (#4) i s a two story f l a t - r o o f building abutting the foundry on the east 
and the storage building on the west. Common rather than pressed brick was used i n 
i t s construction. The f r o n t has two large double doors with a small window between 
them. D i r e c t l y above one entrance i s a smaller opening to allow f o r hoisting materials 
(presumably o r i g i n a l l y hay) up to the second f l o o r . The rear elevation facing the 
alleyway i s punctured only by two small narrow windows. 

The Storage Building (#5), which occupies tlje.southwest corner of the Essex Company 
property, i s a two story structure with a f l a t roof and basement. I t i s constructed 
of pressed red brick. The f r o n t or east elevation i s symmetrical and four bays wide. 
The f i r s t f l o o r has a wide entrance at either end with two windows i n between. The 
second f l o o r contains four regularly spaced windows with 6/6 sash. Both the north 
and south elevations feature four narrow windows on the second f l o o r . The west 
elevation i s bounded by the f i r e w a l l of the adjoining commercial structure. On the 
i n t e r i o r there i s one large room on the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . Equipment, including 
the o r i g i n a l die molds for gate house machinery, i ^ stored here. 

The brick fence enclosing the complex i s embellished with shallow s t r i p p i l a s t e r s and 
corbelling, to match the decorative treatment of the buildings. I n the 1890's, the 
fence was capped with lead and i n 1915 an iron fence was i n s t a l l e d along the o f f i c e 
building's frontage. The l a t t e r fence was removed in'1948 although four stone slabs 
s t i l l i n place i n the ground indicate where i t was located. 
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o .J 

is being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomination 
to the National Register o£ Historic Places. 

The National Register affords recognition and protection for d i s t r i c t s , sites, 
buildings, structures and objects significant i n American History, architecture, 
archeology and culture. Listing i n the National Register places no restrictions 
on the owner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing is involved. However, 
certain Federal Tax consequences may result from l i s t i n g i n the National Register. 
Please refer to section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 for an explanation 
of these provisions. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this n o t i f i c a t i o n by signing below and returning 
this form to Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission at the address above. Tne State Review Board w i l l not 
consider this nomination u n t i l we receive your comments or t h i r t y days have 
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is being considered by tlie Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomination 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

The National Register affords recognition and protection for d i s t r i c t s , sites, 
buildings, structures and objects significant i n American History, architecture, 
archeology and culture. Listing i n the National Register places no restrictions 
on the o^vner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing is involved. However, 
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Please comment below, sign, and retum this form at your earliest convenience 
to Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts Historical 
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please contact Ms. Jenkins at the Commission of f i c e . 
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