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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Essex Conmpany Offices and Yard arelocated in downtown Lawence at t hecorner of
Essex Street, themin commercial thoroughfare, and Union Street. The property i s
bounded t ot henorth by Essex Street, totheeast by Union Street, t ot hesouth by

an alleyway, and t ot hewest by a conmercial structure. The site enconpasses an office
building (#1) fronting on Essex Street and four other structures located alongthe

al l eyway. These include a carpenter's shop (#2) and thefollowing three structures
whi ch adjoin each other: a foundry (#3), garage (#4), and storage building (#5).

All of t heabove buildings are of redbrick and timber construction, and date from
1883-84. Together they form a cohesive group of uniform design, an adaptation of late
nineteenth century industrial architecture. The sturdy and somewhat au ste're .

buil dings weire constructed adcording'to the' plans of HramMlls)' chief eng ineer for'es
the Essex Coriipany,' and widely lknowi as an expert in mill and hydraulic engineering.
His design has'remaihed virtucilly'urtalteted. Evfen theoriginal uses of the individual
buil dings have not changed.

In addition totheabove structures, there i sa one story wooden storage shed (#8)

on thenortheast corner of theproperty and two lean-to sheds (#6 and #7) alongt he
Essex Street property line. These were al | added later i nthe 1880's. Now used for
covered parking, thelean-to sheds originally sheltered carriages and possibly
horses. These sheds aredivided into a series of bays by supporting cast-iron tuscan
colximms. The yard itself is partially paved with stone; another portion has been
paved with concrete and t herenainder i scovered with |awn.

A redbrick wall, erected at thesane time as thebrick structures,'- eiiciosesthe
entire site except along thefrontage of theoffice building, along the *ftontage of
the four outjDUildings on thealleywa®, ahd aloh” the firewall of the adjoining
comrercial structure to.the west of t heEssex Conpany Property.

The Office Building i sa simple rectangular plan, twostory structure with a basenent
and flat roof. Executed in pressed redbrick, thebuilding i strimmed with gray
granite wi ndow and door sills and lintels. A water table sets thefirst story off
fromt hebasenent, and t he second story off fromthefirst. Tie'coirriers of the
buil ding ar e enphasi zed by shallow brick pilasters as i sthemin entrance on Essex
Street. A pilaster also divides thewest elevation, while theeast elevationi s
articulated by theprojection of twoof itsfive bays. The 4-bay facade has an

of f-center doorway with granite steps leading uptoit. There i sa secondary en-
trance on t he west side of thebuilding. Wndows al | have 2/2 sash although

second story fenestration i sslightly larger than that of thefirst story.

The nost prom nent feature of thebuilding i sthew de ornamental corbelled cornice
crowning thebuilding. A bank of recessed brick patterning below t hecorbelling
contributes tothedecorative treatment.

The edge of theroof is protected with copper coping, Rising above thebuilding
are two corbelled chimeys.

The interior of theEssex Conpany Office Building i sof special significance because
it has remained virtually unaltered since thetime of its conmpletion, woodwork,
furnishings both built-in and free-standing, fireplaces and even wall decor date from
the nineteenth century. The desk used by Charles Storrow, Essex Conpany engineer.
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It i santicipated that within thenear future, theEssex Gonpany will sell all
of itsproperty as well as itscontrol over thecanals and dam The prospective

buyer has expressed an interest i npreserving theoriginal character of the
Essex Conpany offices and yard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Essex Conpany Offices and Yard retain integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and associ ation and are of outstanding significance
to theCity of Lawence because of therole which t heconpany played i nthe de-
vel opment of that city. The Essex Conpany was formed i n 1845 by a group of well-
known Boston manufacturers and financiersforthepurpose of building a planned
community around thetextile industry as they had done i nLowell. These nen
included Abbott and Sanuel Lawrence, John Anory Lowell, Charles Storrow, Nathan
Appleton, WIliam Sturgis and Patrick Jackson.

Surveys of t hearea around t heMerrimack River bel ow Lowell revealed that t he

Bodwel I's falls site would be thenmost suitable fortheir plans. Control of these
falls was acquired along with thesurrounding farmand. Charles Storrow, trained

as an engineer and acting as treasurer and agent for t he Essex Conpany, designed
the grid plan forthenew manufacturing conmunity which included a | arge common

at itscenter (potential NR). The Town of Lawence was officially founded i n 1847
and was named for, the Lawence brothers who were t heprincipal stockholders of the
Essex Company. Wth onemillion dollars i ncapital, the conpany had by 1848 con- ,
structed theGreat Stone Dan(NR), t helocks and canals (NR), a machine shop (NR

and tenenents foritsmechanics. They were also instrumental i ntheformation of
nurerous corporations for whomlarge mlls were constructed along thecanal. These
mills which included the Atlantic Mills, thePacific Mills, thePenberton Mills,
and t heDuck Mills, while not owned by t he Essex Conpany remained i nclose
association as their boards of directorsinvariably interlocked. The Essex GConpany
also constructed boarding houses fortheenployees of these mills. Fragnments of
these structures remairv but i na greatly altered and/or expanded state.

The Essex Street Offices and Yard were constructed i n1883-84 when expanded
operations forced removal of nmanagenent functions from t heol d Machine Shop across
the street. They were designed by HiramMills, chief engineer of t he Conpany,

and wi dely known as an expert inmill and hydraulic engineering. Physically they
have remined alnmost entirely unaltered and not only have they renmained i ncon-
tinuous use since their constructioni n1883-84 tothepresent, but they have
also retained their original functions

Together, thebuildings area practically unaltered historical and architectural

exhibit of theEssex Conpany. Supervision of thecanals and dami sstill carried
out from theoffice building, tools arestill made i nt hecarpenters shop, theforge
is i noperation and t heoriginal nolds formachine parts arestill kept i nthe

storage building. Although theMerrimack Valley Textile Miseumi nAndover, Massa-
chusetts has added many of t he Essex GConpany records toitscollection, thereare
an abundance of early plans, maps, ledgers, etc, i ntheEssex Conpany Of fice Building,
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treasurer and agent, and also responsible for thelayout of theCity, isstill in place
with his name on it. Because thebuilding still serves as t heEssex Conpany Offices,

an abundance of early records, plans, ledgers, instruments, etc. arekept here.

Al though strictly wutilitarian, thestructures along thealley have corbelled cornices,
granite trimmng and copper roof coping matching thedecorative treatment of the
of fice building.

Cl osest i nappearance and proximty tothelatter structure i stheCarpenter's Shop (#2),
constructed of pressed brick. This i sa twostory rectangular plan building with a base-
ment and flat roof. As i ntheoffice structure, a water table marks t hedivisionbe-
tween t hebasenent and first floor, and between t hefirst and second floors. The three
bhay symmetrical facade has a |arge double-door center entrance approached by three
granite steps. Wndows, on front, sides and rear elevations areregularly spaced and
have 12/12 lights. A corbelled chimey rises above theroofline. Inside thebuilding,
there i sone large roomon each floor. The building i sstill inuse as a carpenter's
shop with a large accumulation of tools and machinery that have been used for years.

To the west of theCarpenters Shop i sthesmall one story, flat-roofed foundry (#3)
whose west wall abuts t hegarage. The square plan building has a three bay front
with a center entrance flanked by 6/6 sash windows. There i sone w ndow on t he east
elevation and a small window on t hesouth or rear elevation. A small square cupola
above t heforge serves as a vent.

The garage (#4)i sa twostory flat-roof building abutting thefoundry on t he east

and t hestorage building onthe west. QConmon rather than pressed brick was usedi n

its construction. The front has two large double doors with a small w ndow between
them Directly above one entrance i sa smaller opening toallow for hoisting materials
(presumably originally hay) uptothesecond floor. The rear elevation facingthe

al l eyway is punctured only by two small narrow w ndows.

The Storage Building (#5), which occupies tlje.southwest corner of t heEssex Conpany
property, i sa twostory structure with a flat roof and basenent. |t i s constructed
of pressed redbrick. The front or east elevation i ssymmetrical and four bays wide.
The first floor has a wide entrance at either end with twow ndows in between. The
second floor contains four regularly spaced windows with 6/6 sash. Both the north

and south elevations feature four narrow wi ndows on t hesecond floor. The west
elevation is bounded by thefirewall of theadjoining commercial structure. the
interior there i sone large roomonthefirst and second floors. Equipnment, including
the original die nmolds for gate house machinery, i " stored here.

The brick fence enclosing theconplex i sembellished with shallow strip pilasters and
corbelling, tomtch thedecorative treatment of thebuildings. I nthel890's,the
fence was capped with lead and i n1915 an iron fence was installedalong the office
building's frontage. The latter fence was renoved in' 1948 although four stone slabs
still inplace i ntheground indicate where i t was |ocated.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Essex Company Offices and Yard Essex, 79000330
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
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~_USGSMap
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is being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Conmssion for nomnation
to the National Register of£ Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition andprotection for districts, sites,
bui l dings, structures andobjects significant | nAmerican History, architecture,
archeology andculture. Listing i nthe National Register places norestrictions
on theowner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing i sinvolved. However,
certain Federal Tax consequences may result fromlisting i nthe National Register.
Pl ease refer tosection 2124 of t he Tax Reform Act of 1976 f or an expl anation
of these provisions.

Pl ease acknow edge receipt of this notification by signingbel ow and returning
this formt o Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts
Historical Conmssion at t headdress above. Tne State Review Board will not
consider this nomnation until wereceive your cooments or thirty days have
passed from the date of notification.

Witten cooments onthe significance of this property areencouraged and
nay be*aftached tothis form

Signature Date a
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J Sjyr Essex Conpany Offices & Yard
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ONER Essex Conpany

is being considered by tlie Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion for nomnation
to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition and protection for districts, sites,
bui l dings, structures and objects significant i n American History, architecture,
archeology and culture. Listing inthe National Register places no restrictions
on theotvner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing i sinvolved. However,
certain Federal tax consequences nay result fromlisting i nthe National Register.
*Please refer t osection 2124 of the Tax ReformAct of 1976 for anexplanation
of these provisions.

Pl ease comment below, sign, andretum this form at your earliest convenience

to Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Massachusetts Historical

Conm ssion at t heabove address. To facilitate action on this nomnation,

we woul d appreciate your response within thirty days. | f youhave any questions,
pl ease contact Ms. Jenkins at the Conm ssion office.
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Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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