FDVIB - BULONG

AEA RBRVIND
MSSAGHLEETTS H STARCGL. COMISS ON AG21 19 16A

80 BOASION STREET  » NATIONAL

BZBION M\02116 REGISTER VATHFHNM M N

Phao O-xS' or 3'X5', black ad
white)  Indicate address of
propaty an badk of phato.
Staple to left d9de of farm.

Sech Mgz Drawr oapdhomMng property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or

mhjcal features. Indicate all buildings
[ inventoried propety and nearest
mte_rsectlon{hs :

Indicate nort

UM RBFEERENCE  /q/.~s-9~.~ v~ 7 7/00
USGSQUADRANGLE

SCALE Z-'~pp

Ley"Al/"TON

Tomn Vel tham
Address 1079 Trapelo Road

Historic Name Anrs Stearns House

U Present dwellina
Orignal  same
DESCRIPTION

Dae
Source Wlatham News Tribune 6/23/1973
Style Greek Revival
Architect  unknown
Exterior Wal Fabric

Outbuildings -n&'VIiU

rl aphopirrl

Mgor Alterations (with dates) east porch
enclosed-early 20th century

Condition excellent

Moed Dae n/a
Aceege 16450 sg. ft. 0-37e
Setting faces main thoroughfare of

Trapelo Road—surrounded by subdivision

of post-World Wear | | houses

Recorded by Ed Gordon
(Organi zation Vel thamHistorical CGnm

Dat e June. 1986

revised C Jenkins 2/88



NATI ONAL REA STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

"The Amps Stearns House is one of the fewsurviving farmhouses along the northern corridor e
of Trapelo Road, long the heart of Valthams agricultural activities. Built cl845, it i s
a solid andwell crafted exanple of atraditional center entrance Greek Revival style house.
It also has long-term associationswith the Stearns family which owed the farnmstead from
1782-1941. The house possesses integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship,

feeling and associations,'and nmeets criteria Aand C of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces. '

ARHTECTURL. SGNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

The Anobs Stearns House is alarge 2™ story structure enclosed by a gable roof with interior
chimeys rising through the roof ridge. |t is sheathed with clapboards andtrimed with
cornerboards with Doric capitals and an entablaturewith continuous dentil course. Extending
across the facade and around the east elevation is a onestory porch with granite posts sup-
porting a similiar dentilated entablature; onthe east the porch was glazed in the early

20th century. The symmetrical five bay facade i s centered on anentry with narrow sidelights,
Fl anking wi ndows exhibit apron panels. Al | windows contain original 6/6 sash. Qn the side

el evations, the gable ends are pedimented. A 2~ story, four baywing with secondary entry -
extends from the west. : . o

HSTORCA. SGNHCANE Explain the role owers played in local or state history and howthe
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conrnunity.

The Anos Stearns House i s the sole surviving structure of the multi-building Stearns Farm
that once enconpassed cl50 acres on both sides of Trapelo Road and included barns, sheds

a windm |l and a slaughter house. The estate reached as far north as Lake Hardy, known

as the Great Pond and | ater Sherman's Pond, Fiske's Pond and Mead's Pond. The fam |y owned
the property from 1782-1941. ,

Mary and | saac Stearns cane to Watertown in 1630 with Sir Richard Saltonstall's conpany.

The first of their descendants tolive inthis area was their son Sanuel who renained until
his death in 1737. | nthe 1780s, another descendant, Jonathan bought the property on

Trapelo Road just north of the Lexington Street intersection andbuilt a house. Jonathan's
son'Uriah tore down nmuch of his father's house t obuild a new structure on the sane pro-
perty. Uriah's sonAnos is said t ohave huilt the present house in 1845 a date confirmed

by i tsstyle. Ams lived here with his wife Sarah and children W lliam Lizzie, Nathaniel, *
and Rosa. Wien Amos died in 1896, his children assuned ownership of the estate until 1941,
According .to Rosa's sonHormans S Foster, the third floor attic was used as a dancing studio
for neighborhood dances and classes i n the 1880s and 1890s.

Following W lliamStearns' death in 1941, the homestead was sold t oGeorge Cross who installed
water andelectricity for the first time. Although Cross woned only 26 acres of the original

estate, he used part of the land tobuild a diner that was torn down in the 1970s for t he
Wl t ham Savi ngs Bank branch.

B Bl GEHY and/ or REFEHENGS

EL Sanderson. \Waltham 1634-1884. 1936. v A .
Scott, Davis-The News Tribune, Thursday, June2l, 1973. N
"Od Stearns hone on Trapel o Road housed f our generations of famly" "--i:"-,
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service AG 21190

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Mul tiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup
Nane Wl t ham MRA
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81. St, Mary's Ronan Catholic Church Conpl ex v~?/ Keeper
Subst antive Havl a» A
Attest

82. Stanley, Leonard W, House
y tered In tha

Hatioxial fisglstor Attest

83. Stark Building Entered |a tha cy _/\/\/\/\/\/\/\-/\i/\/\/\yc
Hatlonal tieglatar
Attest
84. Stark, Robert M, House Entered |l n tha . eeper
jjational Hegl ater
At test
85. Stearns, Anos, House ‘'.nt-“ed |l n tha eeper
XJatlJoal. Besl atar
Attest
86. Stewart, Henry, House Entgredi n Keeper
national Begl ster
Attest
87. Swasey. Janes, House ~AN-AANCANNC A [dedepgar "N T/AMAN - ANANANA
Attest
88. Tyler, Frank J., House A"MAMAAAGeqg]ttel
Attest
89. United States Watch Conpany | Meeper
At test

90. Wiltham Gas Light GConpany
Entered "GA
Sational Hegl ater Attest
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1970 Atlas, City of V@l tham Wal t ham Massachusetts MA
Conpi led by the Wl tham 1097 Tr apel o Road

Engi neering Division Anmos St earns House

Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 60-1-20 M it ¢ A
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