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Address 1079 Trapelo Road 

Historic Name Amns Stearns House 

Photo O-xS" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw roap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection{s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present dwellina 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 

Source Wlatham News Tribune 6/23/1973 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric r 1 aphop i r r l 

Outbuildings -n&'VliU 

Major Alterations (with dates) east porch 
enclosed-early 20th century 

Condition excellent 

Moved n o Date n/a 

Acreage 16.450 sg. f t . 0 - 3 ^ • 

Setting faces main thoroughfare of 

Trapelo Road—surrounded by subdivision 

of post-World War I I houses 

UTM REFERENCE /q / . ^ / s -9^ . ^ /v^ f 7 7/00 

USGS QUADRANGLE Ley^Al/^TON 

SCALE Z-'^^pp : 

Recorded by Ed Gordon 

Organization Waltham Historical Comm. 

Date June. 1986 . 

revised C. Jenkins 2/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

" The Amos Stearns House i s one of the few surviving farmhouses along the northern corridor • 
of Trapelo Road, long the heart of V/altham's a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . B u i l t cl845, i t i s 
a solid and well crafted example of a t r a d i t i o n a l center entrance Greek Revival style house. 
I t also has long-term associations with the Stearns family which owned the farmstead from 
1782-1941. The house possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and associations,'and meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. ' • -

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
The Amos Stearns House i s a large 2^ story structure enclosed by a gable roof with i n t e r i o r , 
chimneys r i s i n g through the roof ridge. I t i s sheathed with clapboards and trimmed with 
cornerboards with Doric capitals and an entablature with continuous d e n t i l course. Extending 
across the facade and around the east elevation i s a one story porch with granite posts sup­
porting a s i m i l i a r dentilated entablature; on the east the porch was glazed i n the early 
20th century. The symmetrical f i v e bay facade i s centered on an entry with narrow sidelights, 
Flanking windows exhibit apron panels. A l l windows contain o r i g i n a l 6/6 sash. On the side 
elevations, the gable ends are pedimented. A 2^ story, four bay wing with secondary entry -
extends from the west. . • . • .,:>. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conrnunity. 

The Amos Stearns House i s the sole surviving structure of the multi-building Stearns Farm 
that once encompassed cl50 acres on both sides of Trapelo Road and included barns, sheds 
a windmill and a slaughter house. The estate reached as far north as Lake Hardy, known 
as the Great Pond and l a t e r Sherman's Pond, Fiske's Pond and Mead's Pond. The family owned 
the property from 1782-1941. , . . ~ 
Mary and Isaac Stearns came to Watertown i n 1630 with Sir Richard Saltonstall's company. 
The f i r s t of t h e i r descendants to l i v e i n t h i s area was th e i r son Samuel who remained u n t i l 
his death i n 1737. I n the 1780s, another descendant, Jonathan bought the property on 
Trapelo Road j u s t north of the Lexington Street intersection and b u i l t a house. Jonathan's 
son'Uriah tore down much of his father's house to build a new. structure on the same pro­
perty. Uriah's son Amos i s said to have b u i l t the present house i n 1845, a date confirmed 
by i t s s t y l e . Amos l i v e d here with his wife Sarah and children William, Lizzie, Nathaniel, ^ 
and Rosa. When Amos died i n 1896, his children assumed ownership of the estate u n t i l 1941. 
According .to Rosa's son Homans S. Foster, the t h i r d f l o o r a t t i c was used as a dancing studio 
for neighborhood dances and classes i n the 1880s and 1890s. 
Following William Stearns' death i n 1941, the homestead was sold to George Cross who i n s t a l l e d 
water and e l e c t r i c i t y for the f i r s t time. Although Cross woned only 26 acres of the o r i g i n a l 
estate, he used part of the land to build a diner that was torn down i n the 1970s for the 
Waltham Savings Bank branch. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • 

E.L. Sanderson. Waltham 1634-1884. 1936. v ^ . ̂^̂^ 
Scott, Davis-The News Tribune, Thursday, June21, 1973. ^ , 

"Old Stearns home on Trapelo Road housed four generations of family" ''--i:^--. 
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1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
1097 Trapelo Road 
Amos Stearns House 
60-1-20 M i-t c- ^ 
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