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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pitkin County acquired Lots K, L, M, N, and O, Block 92 of
the Original Aspen Townsite in May of 1890. The courthouse had
been located at the corner of Mill and Cooper Street. William
Quay of Denver had been chosen as architect for a new courthouse
building and his plans were accepted by the County Commissioners
in December of 1888. J. D. Hooper, as contractor of the project,
began work in July of 1890 and the building was dedicated with a
ceremony in late January of 1891. It has served as the seat of
county government since that time.

The courthouse stands on the northern corner of Galena and
Main Street. The corner stone is of pitkin County granite and
takes a fine polish. The finishing both without and within is
excellent. Over the main street entrance is a silver figure of
Justice.

In the south east portion of the basement is the jail,
which is entered through the Jailor's office; the female pris-
oners room being to the right. The jail consists of a steel
cage in which are the cells, five in number, surrounding a cor-
ridor. The top and floor are also of steel, three layers being
used, one soft and two hard. Each cell contains two bunks, so
that the jail will accommodate twenty prisoners. The cells are
all unlocked from the outside of the cage by an ingenious lever
arrangement.

From the basement to the tower the building is complete in
every detail, neat in design and convenient in plan. The
sanitary arrangements were considered of the very best and the
building was lighted by electricity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pitkin CountX Courthouse is one of the oldest in the
State of Colorado still being used for its original county

government purpose. A building of this size was a tremendous
undertaking for a community only ten (10) years old.

The elaborate arrangement and architectural design used
in the Courthouse establishes it as extremely impressive
building. The materials used are local in origin and the ex-
terior has been altered very little from its original design.
Recent exterior renovation has restored the exterior facade.

’ The location of the Courthouse at the corner oF Galena
and Main has established this as a public area and a
recognizable focal point in the community.

Because the Pitkin County Courthouse (1) meets the
standards and criteria as outlined in the city zoning code
for designation as an H-Historic Overlay District, (2) has
significant importance historically, architecturally and
georgraphically, and (3) the preservation of such a unique and
outstanding building is in the best interest of the citizens
of pitkin County and Aspen, the Historic preservation Com-
mittee recommends that public hearings be held to consider
an H-Historic Overlay District for the Pitkin County Court-
house, Lots K, L, M, N, and O of Block 92.

Commissioners - James Bennett, D. K. Hessong and George
R. Ford.

Treasurer L. D. Sweet
Clerk & Recorder A. Mulgqueen
Sheriff J. W. White
Assessor F. J. Cunningham
Superintendent of

Schools E. C. stimson
County Surveyor George Nyce
County Judge Paren England
County Attorney S. C. Wilson
District Judge L. H. Rucker
District Attorney G. D. Johnstone
District Clerk John McEvay

The courthouse was dedicated with all the pomp and cere-
mony a proud citizenry could bestow. There were many long
articles bespeaking its splendor, a fireman's ball to honor
it, and a dedication ceremony of immense proportions. From
that time to this it has been an emotional, as well as a phys-— |

ical, landmark for the people of the county.
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The Aspen Times, January 1890
County Records, Courthouse, Aspen, Colorado
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