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1. Name of Property

historic name First Burial Ground

other names/site number Park Stregt Burial Ground

2. Location

dret & numba  Park Stregt near Centre Stregt N/A  not for publication
city or town Woburn N/A vicinity

date  Massachusetts code MA oounty Middlessx code 017 Zp code 01801

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As th”esignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that
this<nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in

the National Register of Historic Plpces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part
60. In my opinion the property Orneets ¢ does not rtmet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant « nationally « statewide fiiocally. (DSee continuation sheet for additional comments.)

In my opinion the property 1 meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. (*See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and bureau Date

4. National Park Service Certification
ignature of the Keeper DatHOwActlon
heoeby certify that this property is:
.Entered in the National Register
* see continuation sheet
« determined eligible for the National Register
* see continuation sheet
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the National
Register

« other (explain):



First Burial Ground
Name of Property

3. Classification

Ownership of Category of Property

Property
private building(s)
X public-local district
public-State JLsite
public-Federal structure

object
Name of related multiple property listing

(enter N/A If property is not part of a multiple property listing)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cemeery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Middlesex Countv, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Non contributing

buildings
1 sites
1 4 structures
16 3 objects
18 7 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cameteary

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

S continuation shedts.
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Wobum's First Burial Ground is a 1.4-acre Site located a the comer of Park Street and Centre
Strest inthe Wobum Square arear Itis one block north of City Hall and the Common and one
block west of the Main Strest busness district (Photo #3). Theburial ground is sometimes
congdered part of alarger city-owned property, but both the 1873 atlas and a survey underteken
in 2000 (see atached copies) show it as asgparae parcel. There are commercid properties to the
e and south of the burial ground, resdences to the northwest and an overgrown undeve oped
city-owned parce to the northeedt, which isthe Ste of a 19* century powder magazine and a
former quarry.

Along mogt of the Park and Centre Street frontage there is aheavily mortaredfiel dstoneretaining
wall that variesin height from4' to 5'. The southem section of thewall, where the former town
pound was located (see 1873 atlas), is much lower and lessfinishedwith a6' chainlink fence in
front of it. Chainlink fencing of variable heights and syles dso endosesinterior sections of the
burial ground, separating it from the vacant land to the northeest and from some of the adjacent
busnesesto the eest. Therear of severd Main Stret buildings dso formsaportion of the
outheed perimeter of the buria ground.

Pededtrian acoessis through an unlocked chain link gate on Park Street a the southem end of the
buria ground (Photo #1). The granite and concrete path a this entrance leedsto asriesof lae
20" century geps and gepped ramps and asmdl circular plaza containing afl agpol eend severd
commemorative plaques. Thereisno formal circulation sysem beyond this short path and no
other aooess points besdes thase provided by bresks in the chain link fence.

Theburial ground islocated on astegply doping Ste that rises about 30" ebove Park Street to an
aeaknown as Magazine Hill. Thehigh point isa the northem end, where the Baldwin family
monument is dramatically sted (Photo #2). The landscgpe character of the burial ground is
dample with open lawn scattered with afew mature deciduous trees, primarily maples and
horsechesnuts  Most of the trees are located dong Park Street in arough row, with afew onthe
interior. There are no shrubs except invasive vegetation a the edgesof the burial ground.

While an 1866 survey recorded about 270 gravestones, arecent inventory underteken by a group
of loca resdents known as the Grave Group found 203 gravestones, of which 189 have been
positively identified. A smal percentage of these have footstones, many located in their origina
position sx feet from the headstone. Aswastypical in very early burial grounds, heeddones are
aranged randomly and oriented indl directions. They are dso concentrated in the central
portion of the burial ground, athough there may be unmarked graves in other arees Theved
magjority of the heeddones are date, erected between 1690 and 1794, with mog displaying the

(continued)
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winged desth's heed that was characteristic of 18* century New England. Many of the earlier
donesae fairly thick, with alarge number of light gray date, somewith green diagonal dripes.
Almogt all have a shouldered main block with rounded tympanum.

Severd distinctive styles are evident within the cemetery. A number of the heedstones display
characteridtics attributable to the Lamson family of done carvers from Charlestown and Maiden,
Massachusetts who were active from the late 17* through the 18* century. Some of the earliest
dones gppear to be the work of Josgph Lamson (1658-1722), founder of the Lamson shop. These
digplay the winged skull, amogt dways with eyebrows, which was acharacterigtic of Josgph
Lamson's work. They dso frequently festure cross bones, hour glasses, inscriptions of "memeanto
mori" and "tempus fugit" inthe pand beow the tympanum, as well as abgtract formsinthe 9de
pands. Another characteristic of Josgph Lamson's work was thet the lettering typically is in
upper ceseand is st inabox with decorative borders. Examples from the First Burid Ground
that gppeear to be the work of Josgph Lamson include the heedgtone of Ann Convers (d. 1691)
(Photo #4); Lieutenant James Thomson (d. 1693); Francis Wyman (d. 1699); Sarah Johnson (d.
1710); Abraham Fyfeild (d. 1711); Samud Richardson (d. 1712); and John Burbeen (d. 1713).

By the Revolutionary War period, the shop condged of saverd members of the Lamson family
and the work of individuals in harder to distinguish. Later heedgones carved by the Lamson shop
display narrower sde pandswith smpler motifs; larger deeth's heeds, smpler boxes enclosing
the inscription and use of upper and lower caselettering. Examples of goneswith Lamson
characteridtics from this period include Benjamin Wyman (d. 1774); Danid Thompson (d. 1775)
(Photo #5); and Dorothy Gardner (d. 1787) (Photo #6).

The 18* century epitgphs are surprisingly expressive of both socid history and individual traits.
Accidents and disesse were frequent causes of degth, with aparticularly high rate of infant
mortality. One broken stone st inaisolated location & the north end of the burial ground reveds
that its owner (nameillegible) died of smalpox. The headgone of Eleazer Flagg Poal (d. 1776)
indicates that "six weeping children in eight daysfollowed father and mother to their graves”
Benjamin Brook (d. 1769) was killed by afalling tree. Desoon Samud Wyman wrote of hiswife
Abigail (d. 1772) "Here lies the wife of my youth, the desire of my eyes" Judith Tyng (d. 1736,
ae 99) was commemorated with the words, " A woman of most Exempl'ry Vertue & Fiety, Rich
in Grace, Ripe for Glory."

In addition to the predominant date heedstones, there are d<0 three 19* century marble
heedgones, one large sanddione (formerly atable tomb, now lying on the ground with engraving
missng) and two large monuments. The mogt prominent monument isthat of the Baldwin
family, a squat granite block obelisk a the crest of the hill near the north edge of the burial
ground. The inscriptionreads "To the memory of Col. Loammi Baldwin, who died October 20,
1807, at. 63. Erected by his children." 1t honors Loammi Baldwin (1745-1807) Continental

(continued)
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Army officer, builder of the Middlesex Cand, and propagator of the Baldwin gpple. There are 13
Baldwins buried in the tomb undemesth, including Loammi Baldwin the Y ounger (1780-1838)
the father of American civil engineering, builder of navd dry docks, candsand tumpikes, ad
designer of the Bunker Hill Monument. His brother, James F. Baldwin (1782-1862), builder of
the Boston and Lowell Railroad and the Boston water system, is dso among the family members
buried here.

The other prominent monument is a marble Sructure located a the southeest comer of the
property. It was erected by John Fowlein memory of JamesFowle, ESq. (d. 1856, ege 62). The
Fowle monument consgs of an 8 tall eight-sded tapering column topped by a marble um and
st on amarble pedestad and granite base. The inscription on the pedestd is araised scroll-like
pand and the whole is decoratively carved. The mog recent doneisthat of Asahd Porter, who
wes killed inthe battle of April 19, 1775. The current Soneis areplacement which was carved in
1976 as areplacament for Porter's origina sonewhich had disgppeared.

Near the entrance to the burying ground are severd late 20* century commemorative fegtures
including aflagpol e,and three Sgns. The Sgn nearet the entrance is apost mounted iron plague,
painted bronze, erected in 1962 in memory of Deacon Edward Converse, afounder of the City of
Wobum. The second sgnisadso apos mounted iron plaque, painted bronze, identifying the Ste
& "Pak Street Burial Ground.” 1t was erected in memory of 15 Revolutionary War soldiers
buried here. The third sgn is abronze plague mounted on alow granite bas= of recent
constmction. Itidentifiesthe dte as "First Buria Ground, 1642 until 1794" and notesthet it
contains the remains of Daniel Thompson and Ashad Porter, who fought a the battles of
Lexington and Concord.

First Burial Ground is an evocative place, one of the oldest surviving cultural resources in
Wobum. It retains its colonia character and hes an outstanding collection of early date
gravestones, including many carved by noted sone carver Josgph Lamson and other members of
the Lamson family. The surrounding ares, including the vacant |ot to the northeest and the reer of
the adjacent commercid buildings, ispoorly screened and detracts from the historic setting.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Sites are recorded inthe burial ground, Stes may be present. One Site
isrecorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmental characteristics of the burial ground do
not represent locational criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that favor the presence of
Native American dtes. While natural soils & the cemetery gopear well drained, much of the areais
deeply doped and located over 1,000 feet from the nearest wetlands. Landscaping that included

(continued)
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terracing, constmction of the town pound inthe southwestem comer of theburial ground along Park
Street, and excavation. Of over 270 graves have d <0 adversdy affected the integrity of soil dratigraphy in
the areaand any resources that were present. Given the above information and the smal sze of the
nominated parcel (1.4 acres), alow potential exigs for locating significant ancient Native American
resourcesinthe burial ground.

A high potential exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesinthe First Burial Ground.
Additional documentary research combined with archaeological survey and testing may locate evidence
of unmarked graves, funerary rdated artifacts, boundary markers, wall fragments, pogt holes, and the
town pound that existed inthe burial ground area. Unmarked graves may include stratigraphic evidence
of aburia shaft, cagket, human remains, and artifactsincluding persona items of the deceesd ad
memoria offerings buried with the individual(s). Unmarked graves may include multiple interments,
partiad stsof human remains, or no remains & all. Partial stsof human remains may result from
relocated gravesthat did not remove or re-bury the entire individual or buried body parts. The absance of
human remains may result from relocated graves or memoria graves for individuals buried or lost
dsawhere. Older graves were reportedly moved when the town pound was congtmcted. Gravestones,
footsones and artifacts related to memoria sarvices may dso be found in archaeological contexts
throughout the cemetery. Stmctural evidence of donewalls, pos holes, and other boundary markers may
be found around the periphery of the burial ground as it changed through time and incorporated aress
such as the town pound. Family burial arees may aso be marked with boundary markers. Stmctural
evidence of outbuildings related to cemetery operations and maintenance may dso exist athough none
have yet beenidentified.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing)

X A Property Is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant In our past.

X 0 Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or that represent the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
Information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) N/A

Property is:
A owned by religious institution or used for religious

purposes
B removed from its original location
C a birthplace or grave
X D a cemetery
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure
F a commemorative property

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

Middlesex Countv, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Art

Community Planning and Devdopment
Social Higory

Period of Significance 1646 - 1903

Significant Dates
Significant Person:

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Cultural Affiliation

Architects/Builders

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets

9. Major Bibliographic References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of Individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a Nationai Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

Primary location of additional data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal Agency
X Local Government
University
Other

Name of Repository: Wobum Public Library



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

First Burial Ground

Woaburn, Middlesex County, MA
Section number 8  Page i

8 SIGNIFICANCE

The First Burial Ground isthe oldest burial place in\Wobum, dating to approximately 1646 when
the present town center was established. It remained the community's primary graveyard until
1794, and wes usaed occasiondly after that, with the lagt interment in 1903. Itisagood example
of a colonia burial ground that retains strong historical associations and an excellent collection of
17" and 18* century date gravestones. The Ste possessesintegrity of location, desgn, materids,
workmanship, feeling and association, and meats National Regider Criteria A and C ontheloca
level with aperiod of significance extending from 1646 to 1903. The Ste may dso have
archaeologica significance associated with unmarked graves and buried heedsones

Theburial ground meets Criterion A due to its Strong associationswith the early settlement and
history of Wobum. 1t was the only municipal burying ground in active use for the town'sfirst
160 years and contains the graves of over 270 of thetown's early citizens, represented by 203
gravesones and monuments. 1t is awdl-preserved example of acolonial New England burid
ground that illustrates evolving idess of deeth and commemoration inthe late 17 and 18*
centuries. Fifteen Revolutionary War veterans are buried here, as are many of thetown's
founders.

The burial ground meets Criterion C as awel-preserved early graveyard that illustrates the
evolving gyles of funerary art in Wobum and New England. Mogt of the gravestones are mede
of gray datewith shouldered main block heeded by around-arched tympanum and display the
winged death's heed typical of the 18* century. Many of the sonesdisplay distinctive carving
gyles of thewell-known Lamson family of carvers from the Charlestowrn/Malden ares, one of the
earlies and mog important producers of colonia gravestonesin New England. There are dso
two 19* century monuments, three marble heedstones and a sandgione table tomb.

First Burying Ground meets CriteriaConsderation D because it contains graves of persons of
transcendent importance to the early settlement and development of Wobum, as well as because
of its age, itsdistinctive heedstone design, and the skilled carving of many of the gravestones.

Wobum, ten miles north of Boston, was originally an outlying village of Charlestown, and was
sdtled in 1642, The present town center was esteblished afew yearslater with acommon by
1646 and meeting house around that time. The First Burying Ground was probably established
shortly after that and remained the primary municipa burying ground until 1794 when the Second
Burying Ground was established. Initially there were about 30 familiesinthefledgling
community, mogt from Charlestown. Thisnumber hed roughly doubled by 1675 but asmalpox
epidemic in 1677 reduced the population temporarily. A century later in 1775 the population of
the Wobum/Burlington areahad grownto 1,515.

(continued)
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Among those buried a the First Burial Ground are four of the town's early ministers and Captain
Edward Johnson (1598 - 1672), one of the foundersof Wobum and author of The Wonder
Working Providence ofZion's Saviour in New England, the first printed history of New England
(1653). Later buriasincluded 15 soldiers who fought in the Revolutionary War, including Danidl
Thompson and Asahd Porter, casudties of the battles of Lexington and Concord.

Thefirst mention of the burial ground in town records dates to 1662. Other early references
include payment of 3 shillings and 6 penceto Garshom Haggin 1678 for "Cutter's grave' and in
1679 John Houghton was appointed "to ring the bell, to dig graves and to deansethe
mestinghouse” The cemetery was dosed in 174 as it had become full. However there were
svad laer interments, including members of the Baldwin and Fowlefamilies, both
commemorated by impressive monuments. The Second Burial Ground on Montvale Avenue wes
active from 1794 to 1845. Since 1845 Woodbrook Cemetery on Sdem Street has been the
primary municipa burying ground. Cavary Catholic Cametery was established on Washington
Street in the southem part of the community in the 19 century, with asmall Jewish ceameery
adjacent to it.

While the First Burial Ground saw few changesin the 19 century, its surroundings continued to
evolve. The adjacent hill to the northeest was the site of a powder house erected during the Wer
of 1812 and hes been caled both Magazine Hill and Powder House Hill. Park Street, which mns
adong the wesem edge of the cemetery was initially known as "burying ground lane" and became
Park Street when the town acogpted it in 1846. The name was derived from asmdl park owned
by G.R. Gagethat was located a the comer of present day Park and Centre Stregts. Initially the
entrance to the burial ground was located neer that comer where there was a spring-fed horse
trough, but it was later relocated further south to its present location. The onewall dongthe
Park and Centre Strest frontage probably also datesto the 19 century when Park Street wes
cregted. There were ds0 administrative changes Until 1824 the burial ground was administered
by the Firgt Parish Church. After that the town assumed responsibility.

The current configuration of the burial ground largely reflectsits 18¢ century sze and shape but
there have been minor boundary adjustments. At somepoint atown pound was carved out of the
southwestemn comer of the burial ground along Park Street (see 1873 atlas) with someof  the
oldest graves reportedly relocated a that time. The pound was later removed and the land thet it
occupied isnow part of the burial ground. The lot where the Fowle monument islocated is
shown on the 1873 &tlas as a sgparate parcel and is now consdered part of the burial ground.
Otherwise the bounderies of the 1873 atlas correspond with the 2000 Existing Conditions Plan by
Allen and Mgjor Asociates (copy atached).

TheFirst Burial Ground is unusualy well-documented. A narrétive history and an inventory of

(continued)
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gravestone inscriptions was published by William R. Cutter in 1866, building upon an earlier list
compiled by Nathan Wymanin 1847. There were 269 epitaphs recorded in 1866, four less than
there were in 1847 (presumably indicating that four heedstones hed disgppeared in the meantime).
Two doneswere erected inthe 19* century to honor individuals who had died inthe 18*; two
monuments were erected inthe 19*. John F. Barrett (1832-1903), whose marble heeddonelies
near the Fowle monument, is the only 20* century burial. Cutter d<so recorded abregkdown of
burials by chronologica period. There were 24 burials before 1700, many of which no longer
have extant headgtones, 128 burials between 1700 and 1750; 84 burials between 1750 - 1775;
and 38 buridsbetween 1775 and 1793. Only afew burias occurred after 1800, primarily
members of the Baldwin and Fowle families.

Cutter notesthat during the earlier periods there was ahigh mortality rate for women under 40
(presumably associated with childbirth) and that after the Revolution there were few burialsand
that mogt were older people.  Thefirst buria for which a headgoneremains isthat of Deacon
Jodah Convers (Converse) (d. 1689-90, age 72), followed by Lt. JamesFowle (d. 1690, age 49),
Elizabeth Carter (d. 1691, age 78), and Ann Convers (Converss) (d. 1691, ege 69 (?), (photo 4)
wife of James who wes followed afew dayslater by her infant son Edward (age three days).
Cutter dso notesthat the Richardson family are the most numerous here, with 62 recorded
burials.

There islittle documentation from the 20* century but aca 1910 photo from anewspaper article
on the burial ground shows it consderably more tree-covered than it istoday, with scattered
evergreen and deciduous trees. 1na 1952 monograph on the cemetery. Cemetery Commissioner
S Robert Cummings commented,

"I regret to say that instead of a sanctified contemplative retreat, it has often
served as a playground for children, idlersand dogs asevidenced everyyear by
the amount of refuse that has to becleared up before the grass can becut. "

The burial ground has endured for nearly 350 years, with relatively few changes snce 1800. It
hes an outstanding collection of skillfully carved colonial headsones The sones are gppreciated
by the citizens of Wobum, who have recently conducted a detailed inventory of them. Many
dones are in good condition, while others are threatened by centuries of westhering and arein
need of consarvation. Recant efforts to preserve and maintain the First Burial Ground have
included participation inthe Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management's Historic
Camdaeries Initiative, which prepared aconceptud master plan and mede prioritized
recommendations for improvements.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potential to contribute important information
on the early settlement, history, and population of Wobum fromthe 17* through 19* centuries

I dentification and mapping of unmarked and marked gravesmay establish the evolution of burial pattems
in the burial ground, the exact date when the burial ground was established, and the extent theat early
graveswere relocated for constmction of the town pound. Research identified above may d<o identify
exactly when the town pound was established. The identification of unmarked graves can help identify
overal boundaries for the burial ground and its intemal subdivisions basad on kinship, ethnicity, and
sodo-economic datus. Unmarked gravesmay contribute important information that indicates how the
community trested its less fortunate and usualy less documented decesssd membersincluding 17¢ and
early 18 century daves, unknown persons, paupers, and other indigent persons. Many individuals
included in the groups listed above were often buried in unmarked graves around the periphery of the
burial grounds or in designated aressyet to beidentified.

Ogeologica sudies of human remains associated with unmarked and marked burials may contribute a
wedth of information relating to the overall hedth, generd gppearance, and pathologies that affected
Wobum's early population. Detailed anaysis of skdeta remains may contribute important information
on the generd dature of individuals, ethnic, and socio-economic groups and the accidents and diseese that
affected those groups.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

14 acre

UTM References
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 323020 4705280 3. 19

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
219 4. 19

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

*  See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Describe why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Shary Page Berg, presarvation consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organizetion  Massachusetts Historical Commisson  date September 2004

greet & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard tdephone 617-727-8470

city or o™ Boson state MA Zipcode 02125

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative blacl< and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name Citv of Wobum
greet and number 10 Common Street tdephone 781-935-3010

city or town Wobum sate MA Zzip code 01801
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

First Burial Ground is bounded on the southwest by Park Street; on the west by Centre Street; on the northesst by
Megazine Hill (an undevdoped former quarry), and on the eedt by the rear of commercia properties that front on
Main Street. The cemetery encompasssthe southem portion of assessors mep 51, block 5, parcd 14. The entire
parcd conddsof 2 acres, of which about 14 acrescomprise the cemetery. The boundary between the cemetery
and the adjacent undeveloped city-owned parcd to the north is marked by achain link fence and ddlinested on
Exigting Conditions Plan C-1, Magazine Hill, Wobum, MA by Allen and Major Associates Inc, 4/25/2000.

Boundary Jugtification

The boundary includes the entire burial ground deveoped between 1642 and 1903 including the former town
pound and the Fowle lot.

(end)
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12.LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

NR Photo # Location/Description

1 View northeest from Park Street with burial ground entrance
a right
2 View northeest towards Quarry Hill with path and flagpole a

right and Baldwin monument & left

3 View southesst from near Baldwin monument towards town
center and common

4 Ann Convers (Converse) (d. 1691) heeddone
5 Danie Thompson (d. 1775) headsone

6 Dorothy Gardner (d. 1787) heedgone

Date

5/2002

52002

52002

52002

5/2002

52002

Photo by

Shary Berg

Shary Berg

Shay Berg

Shay Berg
Shay Berg
Shary Berg
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First Burial Ground

Perimeter Wall

Chain Link Fence

Stepped path, plaza and flagpole
Ann Convers headstone

Lt. James Thomson headstone
Francis Wyman headstone
Sarah Johnson headstone
Abraham Fyfeild headstone
Samuel Richardson headstone
John Burbeen headstone
Benjamin Wyman headstone
Daniel Thompson headstone
Dorothy Gardner headstone
Eleazar Flagg Pool headstone
Benjamin Brook headstone
Abigail Wyman headstone
Judith Tyng headstone
Baldwin Family monument
James Fowle monument
Commemorative plaques

First Burial Ground
Woburn (Middiesex County), Massachusdtts
Nationd Regiger District Data Shest
August 2004

Description/Materials

Fieldstone

Metal

Granite, concrete

Slate, carved by Joseph Lamson
Slate, carved by Joseph Lamson
Slate, carved by Joseph Lamson
Slate, carved by Joseph Lamson
Slate, carved by Joseph Lamson
Slate, carved by Joseph Lamson
Slate, carved by Joseph Lamson
Slate, carved by Lamson studio
Slate, carved by Lamson studio
Slate, carved by Lamson studio
Slate, carver unknown

Slate, carver unknown

Slate, carver unknown

Slate, carver unknown

Granite block obelisk

Marble column and pedestal, granite base
Iron, bronze

Data sheet inc udes a selective accounting of noteworthy resources from the cemetery.

Contributing
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Site
Stmcture
Object 16
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1642
19" cent
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Ca
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Early 19" cent
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Late 20" cent

1691
1693
1699
1710
1711
1712
1713
1774
1775
1787
1776
1769
1772
1736

1856

Saus

Contrib
Non-contrib
Non-contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib.
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Contrib
Non-contrib

Type

1 Site

1 Stmcture
1 Stmcture
3 Stmctures
1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

1 Object

3 Objects



Detail of 1873 Wobum Atlaswith buria ground a upperrighthand comer. Note pound and Fowle lot
which have subsequently been incorporated into the buria ground.

First Burial Ground, Woburn, Middlesex County, MA



Detail of Wdbum Redevdopment Authority Map showing aurrent Site context

First Burial Ground, Woburn, Middlesex County, MA



EVHENSTWET

Existing Conditions Flan C-1 by Allen & Magjor Assodatesfor Wobum Redevd opment Authority
4/25/2000

First Burial Ground, Woburn, Middlesex County, MA
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Detail of Exiging Conditions Plan C-1 annatated to show buria ground features (keyed to data shedt)

First Burial Ground, Woburn, Middlesex County, MA
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 28, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washmgton, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

First Burial Ground, Wobum (Middlesex), MA
The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Stete
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Two letters of support have been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cC. Say Page Bag, consultant
Tracey A. Harwood, Wobum Higoricd Cominisson
Mayor John C. Curran, City of Wobum
Dondd Borchdt, WWobum Redevdopmant Authority
John Cashdl, Wobum Hanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



City of Wadbum
Historical Commission

City Hall, 10 Common Street, Wobum MA 01801
781 34-2529

WobumHistorical Commiss on@yahoo.com
www.Cityof\WWobum.com

Sgptember 3, 2004

Betsy Friedberg, Director

Nationd Regiger Program
Massachusatts Historic Commisson
220 Morrisey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusdts 02125

Re Nationd Regiger Nomination of First Burial Ground, Wobum, Massachusatts
Dexr Ms. Friedberg:

The Wobum Higtoric Commisson would like to offer its strong support for the nomination of the

Firgt Burid Ground for the Massachusetts and Nationd Regigersof KUdaric Flaces The Frd Burid
Ground is one of the ddest landmarks in the City of Wobum. Opened when the town was founded in
1642, the dte saved as the community's principa cameery until 1793, when a ssoond yard was opened
on the other Sde of the Center. As an higtoric landscepe, the First Burid Ground hes experienced
surprisingly little dhenge over the centuries, with the burial markers till lying in the gpontaneous pattem
etablished in the 17% Century.

TheFirg Burid Ground isof gregt sgnificance not only for the qudity of its Plantation and Colonid
period heedgtones but a0 because of the important personeges who were buried here. These indlude
Captain Edward Johnson (1598-1672), founder of the Town of Wobum and author of " The Wonder
Working Providence of Zion's Savior in New England,” the first printed history of New England
(1653). The ancedors of Presdants Franklin Fierce, Grover Clevdand, Benjamin Harrison, Cavin
Coohdge, and Herbert Hoover are interred here. Danid Thompson and Ashad Porter, casudtiesof the
Battle of Lexington and Concord (1775), andfifteenRevolutionary War veterans are d<o buried within
thisground. Porter was killed by thefirst fire of the British on Lexington Green. At the top of the
hillsde isthe granite obdisk which marks the Badwin family tomb. Here lies Colond Loammi Badwin
(1745-1807), builder of the Middlesex Cand, propagator of the Badwin Apple, and Continenta Army
officer. Loammi Baldwin the Y ounger (1780-1838)—known &s the "Father of American Civil
Engineering,” builder of nava dry-docks, cands, and tumpikes, and designer of the Bunker Hill
Monumeni—and his brother James F. Baldwin (1782-1862), builder of the Boson and Lowell Raikoad
and the Bodon Water Sydem, are a0 among the thirteen Badwins entombed within. The higtoric
dgnificance of thisimportant asst to the City of Wobum and to the region cannct be overdated.

The condderation and support of the Massachusatts Historic Commission in this nomination and our
overdl retoration effort isgreedy gppreciaed. Thank you.

Sincerdy,

Tracey A. Harwood
Chairman



CITY OF WOBURN o il gt

Wdim MA (1801
MASSACHUSETTS
(78) 4301
John C. Curran FAX (78]) %
Mayor
Sgtambea 3,2004

Ms Besy Hiedbag

Nationd Regiser Director
Masssahusdts Higoric Commisson
220 Mormssey Boulevard

Bogon, MA 02125

Re Nationd Regiger Nomination of Frgt Burid Ground, Wobum, Masssdhusatts
Dear Ms Fiedbag:

| amwriting to offer the City of Wobum's strong support for the nomination of the Frst Burid Groimd
for the Nationd Regiser of Higtoric Haoes The FHrgt Burid Ground dates from the founding of the
community in 1642, and is pahgps the oldest, and cartainly on of the mog Sgnificant higtoric assats
within the community. The dteislocated on the edge of Wobum Souarg, just behind the commerad
blocks, where it hes Sometimes been overlooked asiit liesin the shedow of other important historic
downtown landmarks, such as the Wobum Public Library, desgned by Richardson, the Frst
Congregetiond Church, and the Wobum Common. However, the ancestors offiveU.S presdants ae
interred in the Frst Burid Ground, dong with two casudties of the Battle of Lexington and Concord
adfifteenRevautionary War veterans

In recat years an informal commimity group hes bean organized, dedicated to increesing the public's
avareness ad gppredaion of the higoric vdue of the Frg Burid Graimd, and the City's other hitoric
candaies Both the recognition of this important asset which will be afforded by the listing on the
Nationd Regiger, and, hopefully,financial support for its resoration through the gpprova of the City's
pending MPPF goplication, will go along way to securing the First Burid Ground as one of the City of
Wobum's premier higtoric artifacts.

The condderaion and support of the Massachusdts Historic Commisson in thisnomination, and for our
ovadl resoration effort, is greetly gopreciated.

SrGady”

ohn C. Curran
Mayor



