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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Built in 1857, the Harwell House is an outstanding example of the 
Greek revival, which was fairly prevalent in the antebellum South. 
The house has 22 giant order Doric columns, strict symmetry, and a 
painted white facade. The twenty-two free-standing Doric columns 
are brick covered with stucco and surround the house on three sides. 
The two-story frame structure rests on a raised basement. The facade 
has five bays. Entrance, a double doorway with transom and sidelights, 
is flanked by two 6/6 double-sash windows. Low-pitched hipped roof 
covers the house and portico. Two interior brick chimneys are painted 
white.

The spacious interior contains five downstairs and five upstairs rooms. 
On the first floor, two bedrooms, dining room, and sitting room open 
onto a central hall; a kitchen is located behind the hall. Second floor 
contains five bedrooms.

A one-fourth mile driveway lined with pecan trees leads to the house 
at Mars Bluff. Live oaks draped with Spanish moss are found on the 
grounds. Farmed by James Harwell, the estate contains extensive 
pasturage for cattle and supports crops of cotton, corn, and tobacco.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The James Harwell House was built in the Greek revival style, 
frequently used for large homes in the antebellum South. The 
original owner, William Rogers Johnson, was a man of varied interests 
and professions a characteristic typical of the antebellum planter.

Architecture

The Greek revival was probably the most widely accepted style for 
large houses in the South until the War Between the States. The 
Harwell House, characteristic of the style, has a portico across 
the front and sides and twenty-two free-standing columns supporting 
a low pitched roof. The white painted columns, wooden facade and 
chimneys, as well as the strict symmetry of the building, is typical 
of Greek revival architecture. Corresponding to the image of the 
antebellum southern home, the Harwell House served as a model for the 
setting of the 1934 20th Century Fox production of "Carolina!".

All materials used in construction of the house came from the estate, 
originally owned by William Rogers Johnson. Bricks were manufactured 
on the grounds. The logs were hauled by oxcart to a sawmill in 
Cheraw and the lumber was floated down the Great Pee Dee River for 
construction of the house in 1857.

Political

William Rogers Johnson, original owner of the antebellum Greek revival 
house, served Marion District politically in both the South Carolina 
House of Representatives (1852 to 1856) and in the South Carolina 
Senate (1860 to 1864). He participated in the Southern Rights Con- 
tvention of 1852 and, continuing his political activity in the post­ 
war period, served as a member of the Second Taxpayers Convention. 
This convention drafted and presented a petition to Congress^ *fttr 
tax relief in 1874. Johnson also practiced the professions of 
physician and planter; he lived at the house at Mars Bluff from its 
construction in 1857 until his death thirty-six years later.
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Barker, Addison, "Antebellum Beauty: Carolina Hall", SANDLAPPER, 
Columbia: November, 1969, pp. 8-10. 

PEE DEE PANORAMA (Photographs by Carl Julien, introduction by James 
McBride Dabbs) Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1951. 
pp. 72 & 114. 
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW ° o 
NE ° o

SE ° ° 

SW ° °

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

1 •-- ——————————— 
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

34° 13' 55' 79° 38' 49"
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presetvation
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