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The Chelmsford Center Historic District encompasses approximately 35 acres around the 
Center Common which is formed by the convergence of six main streets: Bill erica Road, 
Boston Road, Littleton Road,Westford Street, Chelmsford Street and North Road and the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail Road. The area, which is located on gently rolling 
upland, was the site of the town's original settlement and has remained its functional 
center to the present. Despite pressures from a rapid increase in population and 
heavily traveled roads the area has retained the character of a New England village with 
a minimum of intrusions. Of 42 structures within the district only five buildings and 
three additions are considered intrusions. The majority of buildings are of wood frame 
construction and date primarily from the mid to late nineteenth century. The northern 
end of the district is residential in character, while commercial activities are con­
centrated around Central Square at the southern end. In addition, the triangular 
common at the center of the district is surrounded by several public buildings including 
the Town Hall, Fire Station, 1802 School House and Unitarian Church. The common is 
also the site of several commemorative markers and a Revolutionary War Memorial. A 
large burying ground is located west of the common. Individual buildings within the 
district are described below: 

The First Parish Unitarian Church (#213-photo #1) which is sited on a rise at the ' 
intersection of Littleton Road and Westland Street, faces southeast on the common. 
Built in 1842, i t is Greek Revival in design and characteristically faces gable end 
to the street, with a pedimented ionic portico. Wide corner boards and an encircling 
entablature are other major design features. A school and chapel were added to the 
west elevation in 1955 and are considered intrusions. 

The Sullivan-Haley House (#217) is a one and one half story, clapboarded Greek Revival 
structure of about 1845. Facing gable end to the street, i t is side-hall in plan. 
A one story ell and porch have been attached to the rear elevation. 

The Patrick Haley House (#229), constructed C.1880 is a simple Italianate cottage which 
rises one and one half stories to a ridge roof. The heavily bracketted door hood of 
this side-hall plan house is a major feature. 

The Daniel Haley House (#230) was designed in 1915 in the popular Georgian Revival 
style. It is a two and a half story clapboard dwelling enclosed by a hipped roof with 
dormers. 

The Edward Robbins House (#232), built in 1904, has a more elaborate Georgian design. 
Its symmetrical facade is framed by corner pilasters and is organized around a central 
pedimented pavillion which is emphasized by pilasters. The entry is sheltered by a 
balustraded portico. The upper portion of its hipped roof is masked by a Chippendale 
balustrade. 

The Hezekiah Packard House (#29 -photo #3) stands on a rise overlooking Worthen Street 
and has a greater set-back than most of the other houses in the district. I t is an 
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F i r s t Parish Unitarian Church 

1802 Schoolhouse 
(Westford Street) 

Sullivan/Haley House 

Patrick Haley House 

Daniel E. Haley House 

Day House 

Edward Robbins House 

F i r s t Parish Unitarian^ 
Universalist Church 
2 Westford St. 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Town of Chelmsford 
Town Hall 
North Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Madeline E. Simard 
4 Westford St. 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Margaret Dunn 
2 Bridge St. 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Alan E. and Mildred H. Greenhalgh 
4 Bridge St. 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Paul J. and Joyce D, Caniff 
8 Westford Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Margaret E. Robbins 
c/o Margaret E. Mills 
12 Westford Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 
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Hezekiah Packard House 
(16 Westford Street) 

Batchelder House 
(22 Westford St.) 

Stavely House 

Samuel Davis/Russell House 

Dr. Samuel Dutton House 

Nichols House 
(9 Worthen Street) 

Central Congregational Church 

Smith/Weatherbee House 

Ward House 

Central Baptist Church 

. "•' . - • •' \ 
[ r\ 

Baptist Parsonage 
(7 Academy St.) ; ~ j 
Middlesex Canal Toll House 
(Center Common) \ J/ 
Winn/Emerson House 
(1 Academy St.-6 North Rd.) 

Margaret E. Robbins 
c/o Margaret E. M i l l s 
12 Westford Street * 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Carol A. & William V. York 
3 Vi l l a g e View Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Donald S. M i l l a r d 
28 Westford Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Evalyn Russell 
10 Worthen Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

John R. Tousignant 
14 Worthen Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Central Congregational Church 
1 Worthen Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Central Congregational Church 
I Worthen Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

George R. & Jane M. Brown 
15 Westford Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Donna L. Needham 
1-3 Westford Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Central Baptist Church 
11 Academy Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Central Baptist Church , 
I I Academy Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Town of Chelmsford 
Town Ha l l 
North Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

P. E. Richardson 
105 Canterbury Road 
Oak Ridge, Tn. 
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J. P. Emerson House 
(11 North Road) 

Center Fire Station 
(7 North Road) 

Leslie Davis House 
(5 North Road) 

Richardson/Davis House 
(1-3 North Road) 

Chelmsford Town Ha l l 

Kidder Garage 

Parkhurst Store 
(2 Chelmsford Street) 

Smith/Osbom House 
(8 Chelmsford Street) 

Sweetser Building 
(10 Chelmsford Street) :•• 
Kittredge/Sweetser House 

John Wilson House 
(24 Chelmsford St.) 

Kittredge/Howard House 

Rodger L. Currie 
17 High Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Town of Chelmsford 
Town Hall 
North Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Josephine E, Krasnecki 
65 Dalton Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Edward G. Krasnecki 
65 Dalton Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Town of Chelmsford 
North Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Raymond P. Osborn and Howard J, 
Hall 
61 Central Square 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Bradford Realty Trust 
20 Chelmsford Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

William V. & Carol A. York 
3 V i l l a g e View Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Associated Estates, Inc. 
Bedford, Ma. 

Bradford Realty Trust 
20 Chelmsford Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Peter R. Markham 
216 Wentworth Avenue 
Lowell, Ma. 

Henry and Helen J. Eriksen 
21 Chelmsford Street 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 
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Parkhurst Tailor Shop 
(9-11 Chelmsford Street) 

Episcopal Parsonage 
(6 B i l l e r i c a Road) 

A l l Saints Episcopal Church 

Eustace B. Fiske House 

Fiske House 
(1 B i l l e r i c a Road) 

Odd Fellows Building 
(41-44 Central Square) 

Wilson Block/Central House 
(3-8 Central Square)' 

Central House Stables 

Service Station 
(8 L i t t l e t o n Road) . 

Chelmsford Ginger Ale Company 
( L i t t l e t o n Road) 

William E. and Helena S. Riney 
23 Hornbeam H i l l Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

A l f r e d E. Wilson, Trustee 
Old Landmark Realty Trust 
186 Main Street 
N. Chelmsford, Ma. 01863 

A l l Saints Episcopal Church 
10 B i l l e r i c a Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Paul E, Archer 
9 B i l l e r i c a Road 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Edward S. Redstone 
c/o F i r s t Bank and Trust Co. 
Central Square 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

F i r s t Bank and Trust Co. 
Central Square 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

Vlahos Realty Company, Inc. 
54 Georgia Avenue 
Lowell, Ma. 

John D. Hallberg 
1 Central Square ' 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 • 

Raymond T. Osborn 
61 Central Square ' 
Chelmsford, Ma. 01824 

CLM Realty Trust 
c/o James J. Mawn-
331 Main Street 
Woburn, Ma. 
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elaborate late Georgian house with quoins, a modillion cornice and a balustraded hipped 
roof. Alterations include the removal of the north interior chimney and the replace­
ment of the original center entrance with double doors in the late nineteenth century. 

The Stavely House (#234) is a two and a half story Italianate residence constructed 
c. 1880 with its gable end to the street. Stylistic features include quoins and a 
bracketted cornice. A barn is attached to the southern end of the rear elevations. 

The Samuel Davis/Russell House (#27 - photo #4) is a two story Federal period house 
with interior end chimneys enclosed by a low hipped roof. The facade is sheathed with 
a flush boarding and is framed by Ionic pilasters on high pedastals. Similar pilasters 
carry a central pediment and frame the entry which is headed by an unusual glass and 
wood fan. 

The Ward House (#238) is a two story hipped roof Italianate structure. Like other 
houses of this style in the district i t has a bracketted entrance hood and also 
possesses a wide frieze and bracketted cornice. A one story all across the northeast 
elevation connects the house to it's barn. 

Constructed in 1868, the Central Baptist Church (#239) is a Gothic Revival structure 
facing southeast on the common. Typically asymmetrical, i t has a buttressed tower 
with an octagonal spire attached to it's northeast corner. Buttresses are also used 
for decorative effect on the rest of the building. An extension of the roof creates 
the illusion of a clerestory. The major alteration to this building was the installa­
tion of shingles over it's original flushboard siding in 1937. 

Facing south on the common is the Winn-Emerson House (#37) a typical late Georgian 
house constructed in 1804. This two and a half story clapboarded house is enclosed 
by a ridge roof with interior chimneys. The entrance located on the symmetrical five 
bay facade is framed by paired pilasters separated by side lights and carrying a 
pediment. A similar entrance is found on the east elevation, also five bays long. 
A two story rear ell may have existed as a separate house in the mid-eighteenth century. 

The Leslie Davis House (#242) is a one and one half story bungalow constructed in 1904 
in a style unique to this district. A wide, triple window in a shed roof dormer is 
central to the facade. A one story porch extending across the facade was enclosed in 
1971. 

The neighboring Richardson-Davis House (#36) is a one and one half story ridge-roof, 
clapboard structure, built prior to 1845, with gable ends to the side. This was 
designed as a double house, containing two mirror image residences which shared a 
common room in the middle of the east section. 
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The John Wilson House (#245), located on the eastern edge of this district, was 
constructed in 1894 in the Queen Anne style. This two story clapboard building 
rises to a slate covered hipped roof. Flanked by projecting end pavillions, the 
facade has an octagonal turret with a pyramidal roof. An open porch extends 
across part of the facade. 
The Parkhurst Tailor Shop (#264), an 1894 Colonial Revival structure, is a two 
story clapboard structure enclosed by a hipped roof. Atypically, the facade has 
three entries, asymmetrically placed which are protected by a full length Doric 
piazza. One of the few masonry structures in the district. All Saints Episcopal 
Church (#247) is a Gothic Revival building constructed of grey random fieldstone 
with dressed granite trim. Build in stages between 1979 and 1879, i t is asymmetri­
cal in plan with a steep gabled roof. A large rose window is located in the west 
gable. A square, buttressed and crenelated tower with paired pointed arches be­
neath the battlements on each elevation was added to the eastern end of the church 
in 1888. - -
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The Chelmsford Center Historic District possesses integrity of setting, design, 
materials and workmanship and is significant as the hub of town activities since 
its settlement in the seventeenth century. While l i t t l e of its earliest character 
remains, the wide range of architectural styles provide tangible evidence of the 
town's economic and social growth during the eighteenth and particularly the nine­
teenth centuries. Despite an extremely rapid growth rate in recent years which has 
obliterated the character of the surrounding farmland, Chelmsford Center has remain­
ed relatively unchanged, in part as the result of its status as a local historical 
district. 

This district began to assume its present role as town center in the seventeenth 
and early eighteenth centuries when i t was chosen as the site for several public 
buildings and common areas. The town's f i r s t meetinghouse, serving religious and 
civic needs, was erected here, on common lands between 1659 and 1660. Rebuilt in 
1712 and again in 1792, i t assumed its present form as the Greek Revival First 
Parish Unitarian Church (#213) in 1842. Although the town was no longer directly 
concerned with the support of religion at that time, i t did pay for the high 
brick basement, occupied by town offices until the present Town Hall (#225) was 
constructed on the opposite side of common. In the late 17th century the common land 
west of the meeting house was set aside as a cemetery which today contains markers 
bearing dates as early as 1690 as well as the graves of forty five Revolutionary 
War soldiers. Townsmen gathered on the common east of the meetinghouse on April 19, 
1775 before proceeding to the Battle of Concord. Three and one-half rods of land 

the burying ground were donated by townsman William Fletcher 
f i r s t school house. The present schoolhouse (#1) was construct-
1802 and now is the oldest town owned building in Chelmsford, 
one of the teachers at this school, later became founder and 

at the north corner of 
in 1718 for the town's 
ed on the same site in 
William Parker, who was 
president of the Academy of Medicine in New York City. 

Several other buildings within the district possess particularly important local 
associations: 
The Hezikiah Packard House (#29) was built by the Reverend Hezikiah Packard during 
his ministry in 1794. Packard, who served in the Continental Army during most of 
the Revolutionary War, subsequently attended Harvard College and met John Quincy 
Adams. While living in this house he founded the town's f i r s t Social Library in 1794. 
A later owner, the Reverend Wilkes Allen,wrote the town's f i r s t history while living 
here in 1820. 
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The oldest house in the district is the Episcopal parsonage (#24) part of which 
was built prior to 1775 on a site one mile to the east. About 1830 i t was moved 
to its present site by Otis Bailey, a bookbinder. From 1868-1882 part of the 
f i r s t floor was used as a chapel by the group which became the f i r s t organized 
Episcopal Parish in Chelmsford. In 1882, All Saint's Episcopal Church (#247) 
was built and the house became the Rectory. The Reverend Wilson Waters D.D., 
rector of the church for 41 years wrote another history of Chelmsford while 
living here in 1917 and was also one of the organizers of the local historical 
society. 

;* 
The Winn-Emerson House (#37).constructed c.1804, was owned by Deacon Otis Adams, 
a prominent town leader and primary advocate for the erection of a Revolutionary 
War Monument on the common in 1859. During Adams ownership the Chelmsford School 
for the Deaf was opened in the left front chamber in 1866. The school was the 
f i r s t in the country to teach deaf mutes to speak and read lips using a purely 
oral method. One of the pupils was Mabel Hubbard who later married Alexander 
Graham Bell. The invention of the telephone was based on his experience in pro­
ducing graphic presentations of speech inflections as a graphic aid for the deaf. 
The school was renamed the Clarke School for the Deaf when i t moved to Northampton 
in 1867. 

The J.P. Emerson House (#38), constructed c.1835 on the common, was s t i l l owned 
by the Emerson family and used as a working farm as late as 1975 until i t was 
sold to the town for expansion of municipal offices. 

In 1901, C. George Armstrong and Simeon H. White erected a building of brick 
with a wooden second story on the site of the burnt-out ruins of a machine shop 
owned by Armstrong's brother-in-law, John Byfield. Under the name of the Sussex 
Mineral Spring Company, the partners produced ginger ale and beer using pure 
water piped from a then never failing spring about a half a mile away. In 1908 
Armstrong became sole owner, changing the business name f i r s t to the Chelmsford 
Spring Company and later to the Chelmsford Ginger Ale Company (#209). Under 
the new management, Chelmsford Ginger Ale enjoyed an international reputation and, 
as the business grew, the building expanded. A disastrous fire on November 20, 
1912 destroyed most of the building. Due to lack of water the center of town 
was threatened for a time until help arrived from neighboring cities and towns. 
Bottling was resumed three Weeks later in the part of the building left standing, 
with company offices set up in the Odd Fellows Building. The present building, 
built of fireproof materials to prevent another disaster, was completed during 
1913 and 1914. The fire at the Chelmsford Spring Company and the efforts of 
C. George Armstrong and others led to the establishment of the Chelmsford Center 
Water District in 1913. The Chelmsford Ginger Ale Company was bought out by 
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Canada Dry Ginger Ale in 1931 and operated in Chelmsford until 1959. Chelmsford 
Ginger Ale is s t i l l being bottled in Waltham, Massachusetts in 1978. 
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Chelmsford Center Historic District Boundary Justification 

Tne Boundaries for tlie Qielmsford Center Historic District have been selected 
to include the greatest concentration of historic structures in the traditional 
town center as possible. The are substantially the same as those of the local 
historic district established in 1975. The exceptions are as follows: 
A group of modem intrusions in the northeast comer have been excluded from 
the National Register district; the Gingerale Factory has beed added to the 
National Register district. 
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LIST OF PHOTOS 

i- ?inf/^""^S Unitarian Church • INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS 
2. 1802 Schoolhouse ^ .. 
3. Hezekiah Packard House 
4. Samuel Davis/Russell House 
5. Dr. Samuel Dutton House > . 
6. Middlesex Canal Toll House ^ - • , , . -
7. Winn/Emerson House ' , 
8. J.P. Emerson House " ' 
9. Richardson/Davis House 
10. Chelmsford Town Hall 
11. Parkhurst Store 
12. Kittredge/Sweeter House • , 
13. Kittredge/Howard House -. ,„ ̂  . ' , 
14. Episcopal Parsonage 
15. Fiske House (NR) 
16. Chelmsford Ginger Ale Co. 
17. Ginger Ale Co. with Forefathers Cemetary in foreground 
18. Littleton Road- streetscape STREETSCAPES • 
19. Westford ^ Worthen Streets- streetscape 
20. Westford Street- streetscape 
21. Bridge Street- streetscape 
22. Billerica Road- streetscape . 
23. Chelmsford Street-streetscape * • ' " 
24. Chelmsford Street- streetscape 
25. Academy Street- streetscape 
26. North Road- streetscape 
27. Chelmsford Street- streetscape 
28. Westford Street- streetscape 
29. Worthen Street- streetscape 
30. Additions to Unitarian Church INTRUSIONS 
31. Central Congregational Church 
32. Addition to Central Baptist Church -
33. Baptist Parsonage 
34. Fire Station - • 
35. Kidder Garage 
36. Sweetser Building 
37. Service Station <• • • 



Property 

State 

TECHNICA 
Photos - 
Maps 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

^ / . ̂  ^ _ r,^yA^,^ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

///o/?o 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

7" C^')^ 6yC/^ /J>Ui^^ 
BRANCH CHIEF NCp CH] 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry Re-submit 

Entered 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service j 

























































































































































IIIHIiV 

FEB 2 0 1980 





mini m i 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 '. ; 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

October 26, 1979 

V it-" :• 

Mr. Ronald Greenberg, Acting Chief 
Registration Bamch 
OAHP, Heritage Conservation and 
Recreation Service 
440 G Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

RECEIVED 

WOV05 J979̂  

NATIONAL 

Dear Mr. Greenberg: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Boston, Union Wharf 
Chelmsford, Chelmsford Center Historic District 
Peabody, O'Shea Building 
Plymouth, Warren House 
Quincy, Quincy Town Hall 

Al l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely yours, 

Christine Boulding 
Survey Director 

CB/mt 
enc. 



United States Department of the Interior 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SE.<Vh:E 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

REPLY REFER TO: 6 6 1 

Dear Property Owner: 

The property you own i s located i n a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated f o r l i s t i n g i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 
The National Register i s the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . »-

I f your property i s depreciable and the d i s t r i c t i s l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about t h i s law and a general description of the National 
Register program. 

Soon we w i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a f o r Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
comments w i t h i n 30 days of the date of t h i s l e t t e r to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
include the name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on 
t h i s l e t t e r ) and property address. I f you have any questions about 
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should 
also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you w i l l note references to standards f o r 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings. These standards are a l i s t of do's 
and dont's f o r people who are f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner 
of a building l i s t e d i n the National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y •• 
or as part of a d i s t r i c t , wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform 
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these 
standards i s available from Technical Preservation Services, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to 
that same o f f i c e ; 

P» E, Richardson 
105 Canterbury Rd. 
Oak Ridge, TN 

Sincerely, 

dd j -^ / 0 . 5 ^ 
Carol D. Shull 

A c t i n e Kpener o f thp N^ii-innal T?Qm*c*-g]-

RE: Chelmsford Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ^ . 



C H E L M S F O R D 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

TOWN HALL 

CHELMSFORD^ MASSACHUSETTS 01824 

December 6,1979 

Carol D. dhull, 
iictiiig Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Defpaniii jent of the Interior 
Pension Building, I4U0 Q. biireet, N.w, 
Nishijigton, D.C. '^Axi 

Dear Via, tihull: RE: ^telmsfcrd Center Historic Distr ict . 
i5U'2 i>cho6i House, vvestford street 
Center Fire Station, 7 North Rd. 
Middlesex Canal Toll House, Center Common 

The Chelmsford Historic District Commission unanijaoTisly reconraends that 

the Center Historic District be listed i n the I^tlonal Register. 

we also rocoomend that the iStOd school House, the Center Fire Station, and 

the Middlesex Canal Toll House be included in the l i s t ing in the National 

Register* 

we hope 70a v l l l keep this Qammission infanned as to the progress on this 

project. 

Sincerely, 

CHEUl^RD ORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

Paul J. 
Chainnan 

PJC:Jas 

^ i i m i f f , DJ1.D. 



...w IJ L fiLGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

liiDiVIOUAL RESPONSE (ATTACHED) 

INrORMATIVE MATERIAL SFNT 

T i . PiLiJi: CALL (ATTACHED) 

DATE ACTION TAKEN 

INITIALS 



Carol D, fihull, Acting Keeper of the National Register 
4 Heritage Conservation Service 
Department of the Interior, Pension Building 
'f'*0 G Street N.M. Washington D.C. ZUZU3 

( Attention IMOM) 
17 High Street 
Chelmsford, Mass, •182'* 
December 22, 1979 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Washington D.C. 202U3 

Attention: Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 

Refer to No, 661 

Re: Chelmsford Center Historic District 
J.P. Emerson House , 11 North Road, Chelmsford, Middlesex County, Ma, 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

My property at 11 North Road includes the premises known as the J,P. Emerson 
House. This house i s part of a large tract upon which there i s a savings bank 
and on which more recently thjre has been constructed, with the approval of 
the ChRTmafnrd Historic District Commission, and a l l other town authorities , 
a barn like structure to he used as a drive in banking f a c i l i t y . This f a c i l i t y 
was constructed so as to give the general appearance of a barn and to be in 
reasonable conformity with the historic preservation idea. I t was also part of 
the project that the J.P, Emerson House would be preserved and would always look 
on the outside as a representative of the period of architecture which i t rep­
resents. I t was agreed, however that on the inside, there would be renovations 
suitable for professional offices or attractive office space for substantial 
firms. I willingly submitted my entire tract of land for historic district 
approval and we have made something in the center of our town of which a l l of 
us are proud. There has been an adaptation of land to productive use while at 
the same time meeting high environmental objectives and preservation of the 
historic aspect. That this sort of thing can be done on a sound financial basis 
we think i s a l l important. In the future, and depending on the need, i t may 
be desirable to place additional construction on the 3,2 acre tract on which 
the house i s located. This proposal would not interfere with or affect the 
J.P. Emerson house i t s e l f . 

I do not believe that i t would be appropriate to take any action which would 
prevent further construction on the tract i t s e l f , at a point thirty(3Q) 
feet or more from the house i t s e l f , and under the approval of the local con­
servation and historic d i s t r i c t commissions. I therefore request clarification 
of the proposal and I do object to a blanket inclusion of the entire tract 
in the classification as a historic place. I f the idea i s to limit this class­
ification to the house i t s e l f , and i f the house can be restored on the exterior 
and renovated for commercial use on the interior, I can see the usefulness of 
the latter concept. Kindly advise me what exactly i s entailed in the proposal 
and I will further advise, 

Very truly yours, 

LRC ^ - ^ 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSAC  

Date Entered FEB 2 Q 1980 

Name Location 

Chelmsford Center Historic District 

Also Notified 

1̂  

Chelmsford 
Middlesex County 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable James M. Shannon 

NR Byers/bjr 2/26/80 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowskl 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please ca l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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TlKitik yxsn f o r your l e t t e r o f Deceffi&cr 22» 1979 coiiccmir!?; tae ^ . 
' V noiaJ.Tkation of the Ch^H-ncf^rd r.pinfrf>-r mitf^t^TLc TilBtr-^rt-.. 

tie apolosise f o r not respoixllns swjner. "RM; C I » l m f o r d Cesser ' ^ 
H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t vras entered i n the Hatioaal l^feiater on February 
1930. L i s t i n g i n the Hatioaal Register does not pro l r th i t a p r i va t e ' ' *J 

T - . - \ . property otmer f r a a constructing add i t iona l buildi-ngs on h i s ^ 
• * property. lIot?evsr, f u t u r e construction m y have an e f f e c t on the ' * ' " 

I i n t e g r i t y o f the Chelmsford Cei^er lUs to r i c B i s t i r l c t which could . * 
0^ result la a reconsideratioTi of tte boundaries of the historic ^ A. y'^-- . ^ ' 
\ j ,r d i s t r i c t . You aay T?ish t o conisuit w i t h the liassacliusstts Stat© ' 

j^ ' H i s to r i c Preservatloa O f f i c e r about t t i i s m t t e r . This o f f i c i a l i s ; 
JfE3. P a t r i c i a L . Ifesloi^sM,., EsecutJtre Dl rec tor» Jiass^huiM^ts . 
n i s t o r i c a l CasMnijseioat 294 ISasktugtcsi Street , Bostoa, Msflaaciiusetts 
0210S. . \ ' . - -

, " > If we can be of further assistance to jatx, please let us kzunr. '^^^ « ^"^'-4 
T3e appreciate your In te res t i n the National Register. • ' ^ 

Carol D. Shul l > -i ** 

. Mfi:' , • ' ^ f ' ^ ' . Register 
Actln:r ^Ccener of X3M''ttSKS:jSmi^. 

• f't-^-^aSi^ Mrs. P a t r i c i a L . TJesloxTskl, SHPO, MA 

bcc: National Register Files . ^ ^ ^"'"•^ \ '% 
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