
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Washington
COUNTY:

' King
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

———————— JUL S4W4 ——

COMMON:

Snoqualmie Depot
AND/ OR HISTORIC: - ' .

b«MWi^^^^^««^^^^^^B?^p»
STREET AND NUMBER:

109 King Street
CITY OR TOWN: CO

Snoqualmie #2
STATE - CODE COL

Washington 53 K
Illiiiili^

*/•>

2 

O

1-

u

OtL
1-

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One)

[~1 District £fl Building EH Public Public Acquisition: 

D Site Q Structure DB Private D '" Process 

D Object D Both (xl Being Cons

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[~~] Agricultural [ | Government [ | Park 

[X Commercial O Industrial Q Private Residence 

[~1 Educational 1 1 Military | | Religious 

f~1 Entertainment CD Museum | | Scientific

|||||;;|||f;;|;|||||:|l|||^ Ssssssssiss;

NGRESSIONAU DIS.TFUCT:

l - Honorable Julia B
JNTY:

.inq

STATUS

(j£l Occupied 

[ I Unoccupied 

idered Q pres ervdtion work 

in progress

Qj) Transportation 

n Other (Specify.)

. Hansen
CODE

033

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes: 

J2 Restricted 

[~~1 Unrestricted

n NO

1 I Comments

z

UJ 

U

OWNER'S NAME:

Burlington Northern Inc.
STREET AND NUMBER:

176 East 5th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul

fci^^^lKi^iliiMiMiiii^iiM^^^Pi^

km

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

King County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER: . .

5th & Jefferson
CITY OR TOWN:

Seattle

TITLE OF SURVEY:

None
DATE OF SURVEY: Q Federal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

Minnesota
ssssss^^^
£:;iS:S:::::3::^

STATE

Washington

CODF

27

CODE

53

iiiii!lill^^

x^ns^
Q State /J^^ttCly^ C

K/ a'£IVfU

X
~'\s

^ *•4
,®\ NAT/OIVAL H

""" V^REG/STER /^TCODE

^TTTgS^

STATE-

Washington

COUNTY:

King

c.
c.

t

ENTR

, *> 

Z 
C 

>2

*

DATE

O 
33

2
T)

C

m
O
2r~



(Check One) 

llent Cffl Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated Q Ruins O Unexposed
CONDITION

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Cfcecfc One.) 

D Moved Kl Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND O Rl Gl N AL (iTknown)' PH Y'S"l'C~A'l_" A PP E AR AN C E

The station is a large frame building about 125 feet long and 50 feet wide 
with generous nine-foot eaves. It has a central transverse triangular 
dormer. A bay window on the track side marks the station office. 
Probably the most outstanding existing architectural feature is the semi 
circular north end. The eaves are supported by wooden pillars and 
diagonal braces and scroll work decorates the intersection of the braces 
with the eaves and the pillars.

The structure is now considerably different than when first built. Origi 
nally the bay window continued up through the roof and formed an octagonal 
tower a full story in height. A two sash window with a semicircular upper 
sash appeared on each face of the tower and a prominent cornice separated 
the tower body from the steeply pitched roof. The roof was decorated with 
fancy butt shingles and capped with a finial. A large swept dormer was 
placed in the southern part of the main structure above the freight section, 
Cast iron cresting and fancy butt shingles decorated the roof of both the 
main body and the transverse dormer. Chimney placement remains as in the m 
original but they have been rebuilt in a more straight forward design. 
The freight dock, which now appears only as a small porch in front of a z 
single sliding freight door, was wider originally and ran the length of 
the entire rear third of the station. It is not known when these features 
were removed or altered.

70

The exterior south end of the building has been slightly modified in an 
apparent attempt to add additional room for a section crew. The modifica 
tion was fairly recent, perhaps in the 1920's and does little to disturb 
the visual continuity of the building.

The interior originally contained a passenger waiting room, freight office 
and station agent's office. When passenger service was discontinued in 
the mid-1920's, the waiting room was broken up into several smaller rooms 
and-converted into living quarters for the station agent. The ceiling was 
lowered subsequently as well. No plans of the station as originally 
built exist in the Seattle or St. Paul offices of Burlington Northern.

It is apparent that the Northern Pacific, builders of the station, wished 
to make a favorable impression with their construction, but were also 
cost-conscious. Gingerbread, decorative barge boards and fish scale 
shingles appear only on the side of the station that faces the main street,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Snoqualmie Station is representative of a type of building that once 
was the pride of every community of any size across the nation. It meant 
that the town was on the railroad, the magician of transportation and 
communication, and it could reach the rest of the world. Stations such 
as this one are fast disappearing in an age of modern railroading that 
has reduced the romance of the last century to a freight service for the 
shipment of containerized cargo.

All stations had a functional purpose, to be sure, but the value of 
constructing an attractive building was not lost on the railroad firms. 
Good architecture was an exercise in good advertising as well as company 
pride. As a result, the Snoqualmie Station is an example of the fanciful 
and beautifully engineered buildings that covered the nation as "happy 
symbols of American expansiveness."

The station is also significant in that it once served as the terminal 
for an early recreation area. In this sense it is an atypical design 
for a rural combined freight-passenger depot since few of the genre 
were so lavishly decorated. The original architecture reflected well 
the holiday spirit of the vacationers. Many visitors from Seattle 
and the surrounding area came to enjoy hunting and fishing as well as 
Sunday excursions to Snoqualmie Falls. Located on the former Northern 
Pacific mainline to Seattle, the first railroad to reach that city, it 
also served regional hop and timber industries.
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