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The Solomon Warner House is an L-shaped, single-story adobe, one 
room deep. The rooms are connected by interior doors. The flat
roof was surrounded by a parapet. Doors and windows are wood framed. 
The thick adobe walls provide deep interior sills for the windows 
but the exterior doors are set flush with the interior walls.

The exterior walls are about 2 ft. thick while the interior walls 
are 20 inches in width. The exterior of the house is stuccoed and 
the interior is plastered. Probably the vigas were originally 
exposed, but the 10-13 ft. ceilings are now covered with wood 
siding. Each room has a corner fireplace, except the living room, 
which has a fireplace in the center of the wall.

The seven room house and the adobe patio wall are built on a basalt 
foundation. Through the years the house had deteriorated somewhat 
but has been restored and stabilized by the present owners. However, 
they have also added an upstairs sleeping loft with a bath beneath. 
In general, the restoration is faithful except for the exposure 
of the juniper lintels for artistic effect. They were originally 
plastered over.

The Solomon Warner Mill was one of the earliest two story buildings 
in the community. The foundation and ground floor, of which ruins 
remain, were of basalt. The second floor was adobe with a mud 
roof. The 51' x 30' building cost $15,000 to construct and had 
four rooms below and two above. The mill house had a 25 inch 
turbine mill wheel which could grind eight bushels an hou*V The 
mill ceased to operate shortly after Warner sold out. The building 
was destroyed by owner Stephen Ochoa in 1929 because he regarded 
it as a hazardous play area for the local children. The tiny 
3-stamp mill which was south of the flour mill has no visible remains.
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The Solomon Warner House and Mill represented Tucson's earliest 
industrial development.

Solomon Warner (1811-1890) began working his way west in 1837 and 
arrived in California in 1849. Shortly thereafter he went to Panama 
and Nicaragua. He returned to California in 1853 and moved to Yuma 
in 1855.

As a stonemason, Warner helped to build Fort Yuma but soon decided 
to go into the retail business in Tucson, where he and his partner 
opened the first Anglo general store in that community. The business 
prospered and Warner began to deal in real estate and construction.

In 1875 Warner built a flour mill by Sentinel Peak, using water from 
the Santa Cruz River. The house, built at the same time, probably 
served as quarters for mill employees. In 1884 he built a dam to 
control the flow of water to the mill and created a 300 acre 
reservoir which he stocked with fish. The little lake attracted 
numerous water birds and became a favorite recreation site for 
Tucson citizens. Subsequent owners turned it into a resort in 
1898. The lake was destroyed when the 10 ft. dam broke in a flood. 
Near the flour mill, Warner built a 3-stamp mill in 1879 to process 
his own ore as well as to do contract work.

During the depression years of the 1880s, Warner was forced to sell 
most of his property. He died a poor man in 1899 but his many 
successful business ventures during his first 20 years in Tucson 
had contributed a great deal to the economic life of the community. 
He had also been active in the political life of the area, holding 
various county offices from time to time.
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