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A Prairie style influence is seen in the Milwaukee Road Depot in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota. The low pitch hip roof is covered with red tiles 
and the brick walls rest upon a concrete foundation. The two story 
building has a one story addition attached to the west wall. A concrete 
stringcourse encircles the depot beneath the second story windows. 
Fenestration on the second floor features rectangular, double hung windows, 
while first floor windows are rectangular, double hung with transoms. 
Entrances on the north facade facing the tracks have brick pilasters 
with flat, plain entablatures. A porte cochere extends out over the west 
entrance. The depot's eaves project a considerable distance from the 
building.

Main Street runs along the eastern edge of the depot property. 
Railroad avenue borders it on the south and the tracks form the northern 
boundary of the property. Railroad sheds and shops are located to the 
west of the depot. In the late 1930's the roundhouse was moved to Miles 
City, Montana. The remaining railroad property is in good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"On July 6, 1881, the first Milwaukee train came through and Aberdeen 
became a town almost overnight. Dozens of false front store buildings rubbed 
elbows with tar paper shacks and sod shanties." 1 The location of this new 
community was chosen by G.H. Prior, a Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad 
employee. Prior filed the Aberdeen townsite plot on January 3, 1881, and sold 
individual plots along Main Street to the arriving settlers. Six months later 
the tracks were finished and the first train arrived. The Chicago, Milwaukee 
and St. Paul later built a north/south track from Aberdeen to Yankton between 
1881 and 1886.

"Aberdeen was a division point on the transcontinental line of the Mil­ 
waukee. A ID-stall engine house was built in May, 1884, and the shops were « 
erected shortly. All facilities were greatly expanded between 1909 and 1913."

The present depot was built in 1911; it is the largest brick passenger 
depot standing in South Dakota. The Milwaukee Road still has offices in the 
building, but space has been rented to a bus line and law firm. Maintainence 
on the depot has been excellent.

*State Historical Society, South Dakota Historical Collections 
(Pierre: State Publishing Company, 1966), P. 55,——————————

^Aberdeen: A Middle Border City (South Dakota Writer's Project, WPA, 
1940), p. 30.
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