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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\

A two-story, wood frame dwelling, Italianate Style, with its two-

family occupancy being reflected {fithie bitateral arrangement of the
facade. Set back about six feet, and attached on either hand to its
neighbors, the house has a flat facade, with fenestration and doorways
arranged in alternating paired windows on each story with single windows
and doorway openings. Windows and doors arge uniformly flanked by flat
trim, characteristic of the Italianate Styl€. The windows and doors,

as befitting a building 25 feet wide, are tall, narrow and double-hung,
giving a vertical amplification to the rectangular facade. “The balance

" of the facade is unusual in that it is slightly off-set to the right

as the observer faces the building; with the interval between openings
and the corners of the building being less on the southern side than
on the northern side. The exterior facing of the walls is of wood,
with flat, horizontal rusticated boards.g

A11 openings are surmounted by flat or triangular shallow projecting

pediments with those of the two doorways being larger and more prominent.

The pediments are supported by small brackets or consoles characteristic
of the Ionic Style. All exterior ornaments are, like the structure,
entirely of wood.

There is a simple projecting cornice of wood at the roofline, supported
by five evenly spaced brackets similar to those of the fenestration.
Above the cornice the slightly raked parapet completes the facade.

The two narrow flights of six steps lead to the two separate entrance
doors. The doors are dissimilar stylistically, one being lighted by
a small square window, and the other with a Targer glass light. Both
doors are surmounted by transoms.

Although this building was owned by absentee landlords, it has been
kept in good condition both inside and outside. This Victorian is
to be moved to become one a row of lovely Victorians on Beideman
Place near Ellis Street. o
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The San Francisco Water Department records show that this building
was connected to the water system in 1876. The Junior League of
San Francisco's book Here Today concurs with this date and goes on
to say, "The facade of this flat front Italianate is broken up by
more doors and windows....than usual."

The original owner was Henry. Vollmer.

He Tlived a few doors away and rented this property
out as an absentee landlord, and owned the building until 1894. After
that there were three absentee owners until the San Francisco Rede-
velopment Agency bought it in 1967. This Victorian survived the 1906
earthquake and fire. '

Because of the zoning within the project area, this building has to
be either demolished or moved to a more suitable location where it
can be rehabilitated and preserved. This will be one of eight build-
ings to be moved onto a two-block development within the Western
Addition Area 2. These two city blocks will be intensively developed
with projects including scattered public housing, moderately priced
private housing, private rehabilitation and rehabilitation for public
bidding and resale by the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency. A few
g?haﬁilitation projects have already been completed within these two
ocks.

736-738 Franklin is to be moved to Block 1100, Lots 31, 32, 33, to
be next to another moyved Victorian and between two rehabilitated
Victorians on Beic 736-738 Franklin is one of the six
most important Vi es chosen by the San Francisco
Landmarks Prese ard as having exceptional merit.
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