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The Inter- Southern Insurance Building is located on the northeast corner
of Jefferson and Fifth Streets. The building is across the street from the
Jefferson County Courthouse ( National Register, April, 1972), and in the
vicinity of City Hall ( National Register, September, 1976) and the
Jefferson County Jail ( National Register, July 1973).

The Inter-Southern Insurance Building is a twenty-story structure of buff

colored brick and stone. The lower four stories are in stone and give

visual strength to the building. The windows of the first floor are small

with decorative bronze grills. The first and second floors are divided by a

stone band with guilloche motif. The Fifth Street facade is the main entry

to the office building. The second through the fourth floors are flanked

by two piers on each end. Four engaged columns of fluted stone with Ionic

capitals run the height of the four floors. The original section

of the Jefferson Street facade housed a bank. The original appearance

of the bank entry is retained. The door hood is arched with a large

cartouche under the hood. Two engaged fluted columns rise for three

floors above the doorway. This section is also flanked by piers. The

windows of the second through the fourth floors are double-hung and

encased in stone with geometric decorations. The windows are divided

horizonally by stone panels with stylized cartouche motifs. The fourth

floor is divided from the upper stories by an entablature band. The upper

floors are buff brick. The sixth through eighteenth stories on the Fifth 5
Street facade have five bays of triple mulled windows flanked by two '
single windows. The fenestration of the nineteenth floor changes to

double windows. The building has an extended cornice with brackets.

l
The building was constructed in 1913 with a matching 'addition in 1922.

The addition contains one of the most striking interiors in the city. ;
The former Citizens Fidelity banking room is based on the Roman Baths of |
Caracalla. The room is three stories in height. Large fluted Corinthian

columns support an entablature. A broad coffered barrel vault is

pierced by lunettes with windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Inter- Southern Insurance Building is one of the most handsome examples

of the early twentieth century skyscraper in Louisville. (It remained the
tallest building in Louisville until 1955) The old Citizens Fidelity

banking room, contained within the building, is one of the most superb

interior spaces in the city. The structure was designed by Brinton-B. Davis

and completed in 1913. A matching additien was built in 1922 by D.X. Murphy and
Brother. :

Brinton B. Davis (1862-1952) was a leading Louisville architect who originally came to
Louisville in 1902 from Natchez, Mississippi. Davis designed numerous buildings

both in Louisville and Atlanta, including : - the Ashley Hotel

in Atlanta, Jefferson County Armory, Board of Church Extension, Parkland Branch
Library and the Broadway School, all in Louisville. Davis' obituary states that

he did not like to design residences since he found women difficult to

work with. The Inter-Southern Insurance Building is among his finest designs.

The firm of D.X. Murphy and Brother designed the addition to the Inter-Southern
Insurance Building. The firm was extremely prominent and prolific in Louisville.
Among their other designs are the Jefferson County Jail (National Register, July,

- 1973), Norton Infirmary, the German Bank, St. Boniface Church, Presentation
Academy ( National Register) and the Grandstand at Churchill Downs ( National
Register).

The Inter-Southern Insurance Building is one of Louisville's finest twentieth
century commercial buildings. It is also among a very few of the early sky-
scrapers which remain in the city.
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Inter-Southern Insurance Bldg.

© 239-247 South Fifth Street

Louisville, Jefferson, Ky.
Real Estate Atlas
Jefferson County, Kentucky
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