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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Charles F. Nelson House, and its sloping lawns, are situated on a knoll 
overlooking Puget Sound's Colvos Passage and an old steamer dock. The 
2 1/2 storey house is composed of cedar siding and is painted white.

The front, or east side of the building, has a long veranda running nearly 
the entire length of the house. In the southeast corner of the veranda is 
an open cupola with an urn on top. The Nelsons called their home Buena 
Vista because of the expansive view of Puget Sound that could be observed 
from this veranda.

A steeple which stands as high as the main peak of the house is located on 
the southeast corner of the main portion of the building. This five-sided 
steeple has, appropriately enough, five double-hung windows on both the 
first and second storeys, plus a ball finial on top. Located at the north 
east corner and counterbalancing the steeple is a second-storey belvedere, 
also with a ball finial. The roofs of both the steeple and the belvedere 
are five-sided, however, the belvedere is considerably larger around the 
base. The roof of the cupola, on the otherhand, is entirely round, squatter, 
and much smaller than either of the other two.

m

A shed dormer is located on the roof between the steeple and belvedere, 
the cornices on the front are plain boxed, with plain frieze.

All

First-storey bay windows are located on the south side of the building to 
receive the sun's rays. Just above, a pair of double-hung windows are 
recessed within the second-storey wall. Interestingly, the wall curves 
horizontally inward to the right and left of the windows, but remains flat 
above and below the windows. These windows, as well as all the others 
throughout the building, have plain moulding.

Completing the south side of the house is a fixed diamond window beneath 
the gable, and a full length single-stack chimney which passes through the 
front slope of the roof. The corni'ces on both the south and north end of 
the building are plain boxed with returns.

The entry hall in the interior of the house has an oak floor, oak trim, an 
ornately carved stairway, beamed ceiling, a bevelled oval glass door, and 
two side windows with leaded and ornamented panes. Each of the two storeys 
has 2,160 square feet of floor space. Altogether there are-twelve large 
rooms and several small ones, a full basement, and an attic. Other notable 
interior features include a large window seat, cove ceilings, sliding 
double-doors, and a beamed dining room ceiling.

The building was renovated and restored to its original appearance by the 
Nelson family in 1963, and it remains in top condition. Some modernization 
has been done including; a new kitchen, modern baths, and a new hot water 
heating system. An old Delco electric light plant was changed long ago. 
The only noticeable outside change was the installation of large windows on 
the northeast end of the house.

TO

C

n
H 

O

z



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | O 16th Century 

n 15th Century Q 17th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1913

Abor iginal

I I Prehistoric

CH Historic 

| 1 Agriculture 

IX] Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

I | Communications 

| | Conservation

I I Education 

I | Engineering 

| | Industry 

I | Invention 

f~1 Landscape

Architecture 

I | Literature 

n Military 

Music

n Political

D Religion/Phi- 

losophy

II Science

I I Sculpture

[~~| Social/Human 

itarian

Q Theater

I I Transportation

[~1 Urban Planning 

£§ Other fSpecify;

local history

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Charles F. Nelson was born in Sweden, and came to Olalla, Washington, from 
Illinois in July, 1889. Olalla (meaning berries in the Indian language 
spoken in the area) had previously attracted homesteaders as early as 1881, 
largely because the low shoreline at this spot was the only break in the 
high banks for miles. These settlers were Scandinavians who later 
encouraged friends and relatives to move to the area. In fact, Nelson's 
brother came to Olalla in 1883, and six years later he induced Charles 
to come also.

During the 1890's Charles Nelson worked on a steamer, in shingle mills, 
on farms, and at the Tacoma smelter. Nelson shrewdly made loans and trades 
with people; and became involved with buying and selling real estate. 
During the Alaska Gold Rush, Nelson enhanced his ever improving financial 
situation by traveling to the Yukon where he operated a store.

In 1904, Nelson returned to Olalla, bought a store, and soon became the 
principal merchant in this flourishing little farming community that was 
becoming famous for its strawberries. Nelson eventually became the town's 
postmaster, voter registrar (for forty years), and the notary public. 
During times of war, Nelson also served on the ration board and sold war 
bonds.

The Nelson House was built in 1913, in a kind of late <eimpti£ied Victorian 
style. C.E. Bradshaw designed and built the home with local labor and 
materials, plus anything available in a catalog. The home was built on a 
hillside overlooking a dock where as many as seven steamers a day stopped. 
The Nelsons were music lovers ; she played piano and he, violin; and they 
would usually open their house once a week for community musicals. The 
wide sloping lawns in front of the home were also used for community picnics 
and baseball club activities.

When the Nelson House was first built, its three domed roofs and wide 
veranda stood out distinctly against the background of logging operations, 
and utilitarian businesses and farms that characterized the local region. 
Interestingly, here was an imposing landmark in a rural area formerly 
accessible only by water; and today, the house still remains as the most 
striking object on the landscape as one approaches by boat.
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#8 Significance
Nelson (Charles F.) House

A particularly notable feature of the house are the plain boxed cornices with 
returns located on both the north and south ends of the building. Cornices 
with returns were once quite popular for country homes during the Nineteenth 
Century, but have been sparingly used as the Twentieth Century has advanced. 
In the case of the Nelson House, these cornices have been applied in good tast 
and add substantially to the overall pleasing appearance that the house gives 
the viewer. Also interesting to the observer is the large veranda; and the 
three domed roofs which contrast strikingly against the straight backdrop 
formed by the main roof.

In conclusion, the Nelson House is an admirable example of what once could be 
done by a local builder who, despite the problem of being restricted to only 
local materials and labor, could with his fine skill create a handsome and 
graceful building.
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