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Woodard Hall sits on a hillside with its porches facing Beaver Dam Creek. 
The drive has approached the house from this side since 1880. The other 
side of the house was originally the front, facing the old road. The small 
porch on that side was added in 1854.

The original house is a two room, two story rectangular frame structure built 
either in or prior to 1792. Brick chimneys at either end are built out from 
the house in the North Carolina tidewater fashion, reflecting Thomas Woodard *s 
migration from Edgecombe County, The living room fireplace next to the present 
hall has been faced in brick to match the arched brick fireplace at the other 
end of the long room. It was originally of stone and almost high enough for 
a person to stand in. The crack on its outer chimney was caused by the earth­ 
quake of 1812. The floors are hickory in the living room and yellow poplar 
in the attic. A summer beam runs across the living room ceiling. A small 
enclosed staircase on the exterior fireplace wall leads to the attic, ori­ 
ginally used as a sleeping loft. The house is constructed of sawn clapboard 
siding painted white. The foundations are brick and stone. A fine log smoke­ 
house _and ariojijiejii:^^ stand nearby. ~

In 1854 Col. Wilie Woodard siibstajtitially enlarged the main house and added a 
separate TTftchen and office. A hall with a stair leading to the new basement 
dining room was added off the living room and, next to that, a downstairs 
parlour or bedroom with a fireplace at its end. A stair in that room leads 
up to a larger bedroom and to a smaller bedroom over the hall. Porches with 
lattice railings were added above and below. An outside entrance from the 
basement dining room leads to the brick kitchen, which has an_ unusual double 
chimney. Nearby is a one room office, tin-roofed as is part of the main house 
Its tall mantel and chairrail are painted in the original Prussian blue; the 
walls are plastered. A further addition, always known as "Number Three," was 
probably part of the 1854 renovation. It is a stepdown, two room addition to 
the original structure. The downstairs bedroom is now a dining room. The 
upstairs bedroom, unrestored and finished like the office, is connected by a 
tiny interior stair to the attic stair in the original house. The floors in 
that room are oak and, in the rest of the newer part, yellow poplar. The 
trim throughout the house was done on the place and is very simple.

Other features^ of interest, are ..the, .stable , tobacco barn, tenant house (in 
use), rockwalled family cemetery, slave graves outside the wall and the 
remains of a garden modeled after the one at the Hermitage. In 1930, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Brown modernized the house, adding an unobtrusive kitchen 
off the dining room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Woodard Hall is the oldest house in Robertson County continuously owned and 
inhabited by direct descendants of the original settler. It has been occupied 
by a family who, either directly or by blood ties, has played a significant 
role in the social, political and economic development of the region. Thomas 
Woodard and his wife, Elizabeth Pitt, were among the first settlers in the 
county. . Wilie Woodard was a colonel in the state militia and a member of the 
state legislature, as was his nephew Judge John Woodard. His wife, Elizabeth 
Henry Woodard, was the granddaughter of the "Widow Henry" and great-granddaughter 
of Hugh Henry, Sr., and Mary Donelson Henry, all of whom came to Tennessee on 
the Donelson flotilla. Col. Woodard and his son-in-law, Jordan Stokes Brown, 
were prominent distillers when this was the county's key industry. J. S. Brown 
became a banker and developer of great importance in the county. Their 
accomplishments were woven into the fabric of the community in many areas and 
over a long period of time, a tradition continued by their descendants.

The harmonious proportions of the house and its dominant site combine to produce 
a rural elegance that is unique. Another significant aspect is its authenticity. 
The materials were found and manufactured on the place, the plans were drawn 
by the owners to meet their special needs and the work was done by owners and 
slaves alike. It is their product and it is an authentic, important expression 
of the character of the region. Another consideration is its completeness. The 
house sits on the original acreage, surrounded by its outbuildings, still "in 
the family" and virtually in original condition, all establishing a functional 
wholeness that amplifies the effect of the main structure.

Since 1792 a continuous farming operation has gone on there. A tobacco base is 
under cultivation and the smokehouse was in use this winter. Vestiges of slave 
cabins and graves are a link with the agriculture of the past. It is a good 
example of what a farm was like a hundred years ago, and that is becoming unusual.

Woodard Hall has deep roots in the community and is a landmark of great local im­ 
portance because it is an excellent example of early Tennessee architecture and 
also because of the prominence of the early families associated with the house.
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Item 7 - Description

Other buildings on the site, as enumerated in the nomination form and shown 
on the map, include a log smokehouse, a stable, tobacco barn, and tenant 
house. There is also a rock walled family cemetery with slave graves 
outside the wall. A photo of the smokehouse was submitted, and the other 
buildings possess no significance.

Item 10 - Verbal Description

The site is a 225 acre working farm with the boundaries as shown on the map 
being the property lines of the farm.
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UTM grid marks are not shown on the Youngville Quadrangle map, 
The latitude and longitude coordinates of Woodard Hall are:

NW 
NE 
SE 
SW

Latitude 
36°32'18" 
36032'14" 
36°31 I 43"

Longitude 
86°49 I 33"

86°48 I 43" 
86049'32"
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 75001775 Date Listed: 4/28/95

Woodward Hall
(Additional Documentation) Robertson TN
Property Name County State

Historic Family Farms in Middle Tennessee MPS 
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

Date of* Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Significant Dates:
1994 is deleted as a significant date.

Classification:
The number of contributing resources previously listed 
should be one (1),

U.T.M.:
The correct coordinates for Point 4 are: 16 515600 4042460.

This information was confirmed with Claudette Stager of the TN 
SHPO.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)


