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The Capitol Green is presently bounded on the north 
by Amite Street, on the south by Pearl Street, on the west by 
State Street, and on the east by the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio. 
Railroad. The Old Capitol Restoration, housing the State His 
torical Museum, is located on the front-center of the green. 
To the northeast of the Old Capitol is the War Memorial Build 
ing. The Confederate monument, erected 1888-1891 to honor 
Mississippi's Confederate soldiers, stands south of the Old 
Capitol. Ground will soon be broken for a new Archives Build 
ing which will be located on the south end of the green behind 
the Confederate monument. A small monument to Mississippi's 
Spanish-American soldiers is situated in front of the north 
end of the Old Capitol.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Capitol Green was designed in 1822 by Peter A. Vandorn, 
father of Confederate General Earl Van Dorn, as part of his original 
drawing for the city plan of Jackson. It was one of three areas desig 
nated for public buildings, and is presently the only green in Jackson 
which has continued to be used for its original purpose. Vandorn's 
original drawing is on exhibit in the State Historical Museum, Old 
Capitol Restoration.

The second State Honse constructed in Jackson was built on
^ J/

the Capitol Green in 1833-^0, and the building served as the Capitol 
for the State of Mississippi from 1839 until 1903. Andrew Jackson, 
Henry Clay, and Jefferson Davis were visitors to this site.

In July, 1863, during the siege of Jackson by Federal troops 
under General William T. Sherman, many of the women and children of the 
city assembled at the base of the knoll on which the Capitol Building 
stood for protection.

The Confederate monument, located on the Capitol Green south 
of the Old Capitol, was dedicated in 1891. Most of the surviving Con 
federate veterans from Mississippi gathered on the grounds for the 
ceremonies.

The War Memorial Building, to the north of the Old Capitol, 
was dedicated in 19^6 as a monument to the soldiers of Mississippi 
who have served in their nation's wars.

With the forthcoming addition of a new archives building 
on the south end of the green, the original concept of the Capitol 
Green as the historical and cultural center of Mississippi will have 
been revived.



McCain, William D., The Story of Jackson. (Jackson: J.F. Hyer 
Publishing Company, 1953), I, 13, 34.
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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