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The Lathrop-Munn house was built ca. 1848 as a 1 1/2 story 26' x 30 ! cobblestone block 
in Greek Revival style, with gabled roof and returned cornices. Walls are only I 1 
thick, suggesting a probability of brick infill. The cobblestones are well matched 
and relatively small, probably creek bed stones. Across the east front they are 
arranged in alternating bands of tan and black stones, 3-4 courses deep, giving a 
pronounced striped effect. Selection of color is more random on the south side, 
but here too stones are well matched for size and shape. The larger and more irregular 
stones were reserved for the north side. Throughout, they are set in rows in mortar 
which is raised in pronounced horizontal ridges between the courses of stones. Mortar 
bands also surround the buff limestone quoins and lintels. Rough-cut limestone was 
used for foundations, water table and quoins; the heavy straight lintels were tooled 
to create a dotted texture.

Later additions to the rear of the house and interior remodeling add to the livability 
of the house and enhance its usefulness and chances for preservation. About the 1870's, 
a frame, gable roofed wing was added flush with the north side to the rear; this 18 f x 
34* wing provides an ell extending 8' to the south. In the late 19th century three 
dormer windows were added to the cobblestone block, one window penetrating through the 
roof and frieze; and a first story bay was added on the south side creating a window 
frame 2 1 thick, rather than the foot thick frames of the cobblestone walls.

Interior walls are plastered; moldings date to ca. 1880 in the frame wing and 
approximately turn-of-the-century in the two parlors and the front hall, which 
utilize the cobblestone block. The installation of the oak entrance stairway 
resulted in the shuttered closure of a first story window on the north side. A 
fireplace with a fine copper grate (of Arts-and-Crafts and Japanese motifs) and 
beveled glass at the lights at the front doorway also seem to date from this period. 
A flat-roofed porch to the rear was enclosed and remodeled as a kitchen and porch 
about 1955.

The house is sound and very well maintained. There is an old metal tie rod near 
the front. A 19th century veranda was removed years ago. The stone work was 
tuckpointed and the back wing and the trim were painted in 1975. The house is 
presently operated as a rental property adjacent to the frame house of its owner.
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The Lathrop-Munn cobblestone house is one of the two best preserved cobblestone houses 
remaining in the City of Beloit. CThe other is the Hinman-Rasey house.) The 1870 
census of Beloit listed 25 cobblestone houses; by 1976 there were only six buildings 
remaining in the City of Beloit which were all or partially constructed of cobblestone. 2 
It is a fine example of the cobblestone architecture imported into Wisconsin by settlers 
who came mostly from New England or New York, and is noteworthy for the fine matching 
of smooth pebbles, creating a striped pattern of tan and black across the facade of 
the house. Additions do not seriously detract from the cobblestone fabric of the 
building.

The house was built on Lot 104 of Hackett ? s Addition on the west side of the Rock 
River. John Hackett (1808-86), was the first store owner (1837-38) and postmaster 
(1839) of Beloit. With his father-in-law, Caleb Blodgett, he had been one of the 
first permanent settlers of Beloit. He became a prominent businessman, landowner, 
and mayor (1879). In 1848 Hackett sold the lot for $700, with the house possibly 
already constructed, to Frederick A. Lathrop, who apparently then retained ownership 
until 1864. In the latter part of the 19th century the house was owned by an inventor 
and a physician, and in the first half of the 20th century, by a plumber.

1. M. Burkhart, "Cobblestone Heritage in Beloit," Beloit Daily News, June 14, 1969.
2. Douglas and Hartung, Rock County Historic Sites and Buildings, 1976, p. 14.
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