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Legal boundary description: New Tacoma Plat, Block 410, lot^ 
(Station No. 1 occupies lot 4, the Fire Alarm Station occupies
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Statement of Significance: (Reference names, dates, events, areas of significance /study
unit themes) „,„„ (period of significance: 1919-1935)

Date of Construction: 
Architect /Builder: 
Historical Significance:
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Chris Wick, contractor"
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. D Science A Engineering
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_ in in 1919, and both stations reflected the orosperity of the immediate post-war period. Station No. 7 was constructed < 
bul; Station No. 1 is anomaly, for it is a wood-frame structure clad in shingles and clapboards .The use of such flammable 
materials is very unusual, since most fire stations erected after 1900 were of masonry. The building beautifully realizes the 
ideals and motifs of Craftsman style design. Its domestic appearance is typical of the period for stations in districts of 
single-family homes. Its appearance at this location is a bit strange, since the neighborhood is characterized by.early 
twentieth century, multi-story masonry structures. It is the only historic station in Tacoma whose scale and materials are 
notably different from the character of its neighborhood. In 1964 the fire fighting responsibilities of No. 1 were transferred 
to another station and the building is now used for storage.

Additional Descrlpton of Physical Appearance A Significant Architectural Features: 
(Architectural significance; can include interior & site features; address integrity 

issues specifically)

Fire Station No. 1 is located in a neighborhood of mixed commercial and residential properties. The scale and materials of this 
fire station contrast with the multi-story masonry structures that dominate the surrounding area. Station No. 1 is located 
on a sloping site, which allows the concrete basement to be completely above grade on the east elevation where it is equipped 
with large apparatus (fire truck) doors. Surmounting the basement is a frame structure whose detailing incorporates Craftsman 
style motifs popular in the early 20th century. The first floor is clad in alternating bands of wide and narrow clapboards.
The upper half-story repeats this pattern with shingles. The station's gable roof is pierced on the south slope by a shed roofed 
wall dormer, and on the north slope by a large offset gable. A small gaole-roof ell is cantilevered over the basement on the 
rear (east) elevation. The station's primary facade on Tacoma Avenue features two large apparatus doors on the first floor. 
Other details include double-hung, 1/1 wood sash windows; exposed rafter taijs; knee Braces; and a half-timbered motif at thefflVMH?ft a&f^?yij^Major biBiiograpKicTUfcrwcea: (fociuoVBboks, pndwuur,^mworicrTp^, rfdws^a^fac-,i-,^ ies anfl tf\e rep lacement of the original apparatus doors.
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