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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE;
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
COUNTY-
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Middl esex

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries —complete applicable sectioj
fi NAME

C OMMON:

Canbridge GCommon Historic Distri

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION Congressional District 8
SIREET ANCNUMBER 0-18 GapdeH street; I-iy<WAfiri]~r>ti8e Street; 1448,
1511-155 3 Massachusetts Avenue- rRTnh>ing<= and Peabody Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge
STATE
assachusetts 2A. Middlesex Q17
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
H District «  Building +  Public Public Acquisition: 51 Occupied Yes:
Site Q  Structure . Private I I In Process I I Unoccupied g] Restricted
Object S Both [ 1 Being Considered | | Preservation work 1 | Unrestricted
No

in progress

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural I I Government g Pak u2 Transportation I I Comments
I 1 Commercial I I Industrial IS Private Residence 5 Other (Specify)

A Educational +  Military S Religious RecreatTnn”l

A Entertainment 11 Museum I | Scientific Institutional

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Multiple public andprivate ownership

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

A5, LOCAT?bNOF L6GAL DESCRIPTIOH

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

Canbridge andThird Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge Massachusetts 25
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of theHistor.ipai ASRMC Of :

DATE OF SURVEY: 1965 ,1967 . Federal IvggésaOhASJCI(:))UEFyG Wy Locol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS;

Massachusetts Historicri.l Conm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretary of t he Conmonweal t h” Beacon Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Boston Massachusetts

830

el



T. OESCRIPTION

(Check  Orte)
Excellent . Good n Foir . Deterioroted . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
£) Altered . Unal tered . Moved (3 oOriginal Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it knOlvn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Canbri dge Gonmmon Historic District includes the Canbridge
Conmon, streets bordering the Gonmmon including Massachusetts
Avenue, Peabody Street, Garden Street, and Waterhouse Street,
and the surrounding land andbuildings t oa depth of about 100
feet back from the streets. The boundary line is deeper on the
Peabody Street side t oinclude Harvard buildings in the oldest
part of the Yard, andon the Massachusetts Avenue-Garden Street
corner to include the Ol dBurying G ound and Christ GCurch Sc*

In addition t othe GCommon, the District contains the following
i mportant properties: \ First Church, Unitarian (1833, |Isaiah
Rogers), a wooden Gothic Revival church,ythe exterior of which
is inoriginal condition except for the absence of finials
around the spire; the-0dd Burying Ground (1635, a wooded

lot of uneven terrain containing over 80 17th century stones
and the 1734 milestone "8 M les t oBoston;" Christ Church
(1760, Peter Harrison), a simple wooden building with arched
wi ndows anda Doric frieze, ""intact with the exceptionof

two bays that were added in 1857 t olengthen the building;

1 Garden Street (1820, Wi lliam Saunders), a wooden Federal -
style house in good condition; Fay House (1806) in the Rad-
cliffe College Yard, a brick Federal-stylemansion rebuilt

for college purposes i n 1890 (Longfellow, Alden g Harlow);
First Church, Congregational (1870, Abel C Martin), a
traprock church trimmed m granite andbrownstone; 7 Waterhouse
Street (c. 1753), originally a three-bay wooden house with
later additions of the tworight-handbays andentrance porch;
Harvard- Epworth Methodi st Church (1891, A P. Cutting), a

Ri chardsonian stone church; Gannett House (1838), a Greek
Revival house with full four-column portico; and Harvard
buildings including Stoughton Hall (1804, Charles Bulfinch,
architect, Thomas Dawes, master builder). Harvard Hall (1764,
Governor Francis Bernard, designer, Thomas Dawes, master
builder), Massachusetts Hall (1718), al lbrick buildings of
early, middle, andlate Georgian design.

\he Canmbridge Common itself represents the remaining portionof
the common | ands, originally extending north t oLinnaean Street
and beyond, set aside for cowpastures andpublic meetings,
with the part nearest Harvard Square used occasionallyfor
mlitary drill."~The "Path" from Charlestown t oWatertown which
crossed the GCommon from Kirkland t oMason Streets was the first
way t othe west in the Massachusetts colony andfollpwed an
earlier Indian trail. /-G M, N

HB 14 19
The GConmmon was di mini shed i n 1724 when the northern pOrti.g®, ;te?4"
subdivided into parcels andthe north boundary was noved back
from Linnaean Street t oWaterhouse Street, a decrease from 86
to about 16 acres. Roadways divided the area, but houses

3 3
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(Continuation  Sheet) AR: 13 198
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Canmbri dge Gommon Historic District

6.

Representation i nExisting Surveys

Title: Historic Sites Study

Date: 1967 Level: State ‘

Depository: Eastern Massachusetts Regional Planning Project
Massachsuetts Department of Public Works

Addr ess: 100 Nashua Atreet, Boston, Mass.

Code: 25

Title: Survey of Architectural History i n Canbridge
Dat e: 1964- Level: Local

Depository: Canbridge Historical Comm ssion
Address: 57 Inman Street, Canbridge, WMass. A
Code: 25
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Canmbri dge Common Historic Distr
7. -Description

and shops were soon built aroumtX*"ne mewtSou’i-g'y and ar ow

of elms was planted c. 1700 along +""j"en-.S-.t."tsothatt he
limts of the Coomon were defined arM-~tife--VAce enclosed.

This sense of enclosure was reinforced by Christ Church, a
school house, andother buildings after 1760. A boundary
adjustment occurrednt this time when al ot of t he common | ands
was purchased by founders of Christ Church t oaddt otheir
building | ot andanother strip of land from t he comron | ands
was added t ot he Burying Ground t ostraighten the boundary.

The Proprietorsofthe comon |ands conveyed the Coomon t o t he
city i nl1l769 for useas atraining field, i napparent anticipa-
tion of comng hostilities.

‘During t heRevolution, the GCommon was t he headquarters of the
Continental Army, w 1”hbarracks for thesoldiers located '

ih thewest corner. Afterwards t he Gommon was still an
open field of uneven topography with narrow roads crossingthe
ar ea After constructionof t heWst Boston Bridge i nl179 2
and the Craigie Bridgei n 1809, thearea became a busier
intersection of t hetrade routes linking Boston with the west.
Massachusetts Avenue, t heConcord Turnpike, and Mason-Brattle

Streets.

In the 19t hcentury, the Coomon began t otake on it s present

appearance. | n1830, under special legislative authority and
direction of a comm ssion, a group of citizens was permtted t o
enclose themin Coomon by a granite post andwood rail fence

as at present, diverting theroads then crossingit,and to
plant trees. An attempt was nade by t he county t he following
year t oreopen thedirect route west, but was denied i na court
case sothat the Coormon remained closed t otraffic. At this
time many of t heremaining building sites around the Conmon

were filled, andt he sense of enclosure increased. .

In themd-19th century, crosswalks were laid out andtrees
were planted along thewalks andaround the edge of t he Connon,
and t he path system began t otake on it spresent form The
park assumed a ceremonial airwith theaddition of Soldier's
Monunent | n1869, three Revolutionary War cannon i n 1875, t he
scion of t heWashington El mi n 1876, t heJohn Bridge Statue

in 1882, andseveral granite markers at historic sites. The
Common became a recreational area as well when baseball was
introduced i nt hewest corner i nthe second half of the 19th
century. Additional park area was created when a part of
Massachusetts Avenue at t henorth corner was enclosed and
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Canbri dge Common Historic District

7. Description

| andscaped sone time after City Council approved plans i n185 8.
The area, sonmetimes called theNorth Little Comron, remains
a well-protected andwel |

-mai ntained green space i nthe district

The three small areas of t he Common changed considerablyi n

the early 20th century. The installation of t he subway ranp
/i n 1909-1912 cut up thelittle Comon between Massachusetts

Avenue and Peabody Street (plots 2 and 3 i nthe 1830 survey)

and Flagstaff Park was created i n 1913t oimprove the surface.

The Holmes | ot was traded t oHarvard i n1929 i nexchange forthe

lot of thepresent Central Fire Station.

Presently the GCoomon i si nneed of renovation, particularly
new | andscaping andinmprovement of t hepath system Such
renovations are being proposed with a 1975 completion date.

| mprovements nay change t he appearance of t he Common, but any
alterations will be i nkeeping with thehistoric site as
required by t he Canmbridge Historical Comm ssion Ordinance of
1963. . -

FEB 14/93



SIGWFCANCE sV
PERIOD fcheck  One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbionl 16th Century 0  18th Century 20fh Century

n  15th Century B 17th Century ~  19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (HApplicable andknown) 16 31, 1775—76. 1830, 196 3

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChec* One or Afore aa Appropriate)

Abor iginol Education 17 Political [3J Urban Plnnning

I | Prehistoric 1 | Engineering 13 Religion/Phi. Q Other fSpecJly;
Historic I 1 Industry losophy
n Agriculture I 1 Invention 13 Science
g] Architecture 1" Landscape I 1 Sculpture 19/\
Art Architecture . Socio I/HumaJ(0Jl

I I Commerce Literature itorion

I | Communicotions S1 Military . Theater

[ I Conservation +  Music A Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Vhe Canbridge GCommon has been t he focal point of political,
religious, andsocial activity i nCanbridge for well over
300 years. Vset aside for grazing i n1631, t he Coomon becane
the location of annual electionsforthe governor of the
colony i nl1636, andthesite of George Whitefieid' s contro-
versial sermons i n 1740. The GCommon was t he centerf or
rebellious activity i ntheyears preceding the Revolution,
and t hemain canp of George Washington's Continental Armny

in 1775-76, with barracks i nthewest corner. | ntheearly
19th century, the Coomon was significant as the intersection
of major trade routes through Canmbridge, andi n18 30 as an
early exanple of dedication, enclosure, andinprovement as
a public park.

Several significant buildings andsites surround the Conmon.
Architecture of major 18thand 19t hcentury stylesare
represented by a church, a house, andfour college buildings
of the Georgian period, twoimportant Federal-style houses,
a Greek Revival house with elaborate detail, a Gothic Revival
church, andtwomsonry churches of t he Queen Anne period.
(See #7 for descriptions.) These buildings are historically
significant as well: First Church, Unitarianwas builtfor
the Unitarianbranch of theFirst Church i n Canbridge

after thecongregation split i n1829 andt he new branch
abandoned t he 1756 meeting house i nHarvard Square; the Ol d
Burying Ground which replaced Canbridge's first cemetary
contains thegraves of Revolutionary soldiers, Harvard pres-
idents, andother early Canbridge citizens; Christ Church
(National Historic Landmark), thecity's oldest surviving
religious structure, was founded by Tories who fled at the
outbreak of t he Revolution during which troops occupied the
building, 1 Garden Street was designed andoccupied by.WIlliam
Saunders, a master builder responsible for many Federal -style
and Greek Revival houses i n Cambridge; 7 Waterhouse Street
was t he hone of Dr. Benjam n Waterhouse, thescientist who
nmade t he use of smallpox vaccine acceptable andpopulari n
the United States; Holden Chapel, thegift of thew dowof
and English Dissenter, introduced English taste i n architecture

oMo Q1A
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Canbri dge GConmmon Historic District
8. Significance

to Canmbridge; Harvard Hall was built by thestate t oreplace t he
second Harvard Hall which burned when t he General Court was neet -
ing there;, Massachusetts Hall (declared eligible for the NationalL
Historic Landmark status, but not yet accepted), Harvard's ol d-
est existing building, was used along with Hollis Hall as
barracks for colonial troops during the Revolution. Adjacent

to the Coomon as t hewest endof t he present Littauer Center

is thesite of the Hasings-Hol mes house which served as t he
meeting place for theCommttee of Public Safety and t he
headquarters of General Artenmus Ward during t heRevolutionary
period, andwas the bithplace andhone of Oliver Wendell

Hol mes, Sr. andJr ., in the 19t hcentury.

The significance of t he Canmbridge Gommon Historic Districti s
great: thearea contains important |andmarks of Canbridge's
history; the Gommon and surrounding buildings represent a

340 year evolution of anarea from an open field t oan enclosed
park i na dense setting, theHistoric District itself, estab-
lished i n 196 3, demonstrates current efforts by acityt o

mai ntain an i mportant historic area.
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PLEASE RETURNTH S FORVIWEN THE FRIFERTY | SRESLBMTTERE DATE 3/79/73
NAME OF FRIFERTY  C-shriZ'™A G Ni(lMg  hyisTort\ 0/sf. — /Vij-<.

The attached National Register Inventory-Nom nation formis being returned t o your
office for clarification of theinformation indicated bel ow.

jy

1. Nane.

2. Location.

Classification.
Onner of Property.
Location of Legal Description.

Representation inExisting Surveys.

N o g &

Description.

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

_10.  Geographical Data.

a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates.

b. Acreage,

.11.  FormPrepared By.

12.  Certification.

Phot ogr aphi ¢ Cover age.

| f I "Shs
Map Coverage. ("<pi>-M yoi™ MeAbe® TeW <ghc<.S <a ntieN thv-"yj tiyzy, wWh-yi-th

Other.

Clarification or correction of the above items nust be nade prior totheinitiatic
of our professional review Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomnation will then satisfy the National Register
criteria i nfull,

Thank you for your attentiontothe above itens checked.
L S G\
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1 Garden Street

Fay House

First Church, Congregational
7 Wat er house Street
Harvar d Epworth Methodi st Church
10. Gannett House

11.  Stoughton Hall

12 . . Hol den Chapel

13. Hollis Hall

14. Harvard Hall

15. -Massachusetts Hall '
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with niap)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Amalenmd by NP

Cambridge Common A» 13131

Historic District
2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN

Massachusetts Middlesex Cambridge

STREET AND NUMBER

0-18 Garden Street; 1-13Waterhouse Street; 1448, 1511-1553 Massachusetts Avenue;
Cambridge and Peabody Streets

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE DATE SCALE

U.S.G.S. Quadrangle 1956 yyy~~nztn 1:24,000
Boston, North, Mass.

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED, AIl)IO©"1»6RT

FEB 14 193
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40 Beacon Street February 6, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior

National Park Service

18th andC Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Attention: M. Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Jerry:
Encl osed i s a National Register subm ssion for;
M ddl esex County, Canbridge, Canbridge Gonmon Hi storic District

This has been declared eligible for subm ssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Conmission, the State Review Board, and has been signedby
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion and designatedthe State Liaison
Officer-

iOM will note that this subm ssion overlapsthat for the Od Harvafc

Yard District, submtted Nay 8, 1972. W& have allowed this duplication

since the boundaries of the previ ous subm ssion defined anhistorical and

visual unit andthe boundaries of the present submi ssion follow those of

the local historic district established under the Conmonweal th's enabling
Chapter 40 Cof the General Laws.

Cordially,

Rupenti B Reterpor
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

RBR pm
Ends.



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REGQ STER

STATE >fAy;gArliT?<;??TTg

m 13193
Date Entered
Name Locat i on

Cadtirldge coEsou Historic District Gaaei bri dga

M ddl esex Gounty
Wahaa Historic District Heoi i ast

Essex Qount y
"Old Sena Church” Vést Boyl st oa

VoeChester Gounty
Hamilton liistoric District S ailton

Essex Qount y
Cycloraoa Building Bost on (Sout h End)

Suf f ol k Gouut y

Also Notified
Hon. M Kenne Stat« Historic Preservation Officer
Lbn* %\A\Aggu F<Iel‘ ooka Hon* Jolin F,S« DIY\aren
Wa» ThO&s R« O Heill, Jr. Secretary of tha Cofsscawcalth
Han* tlichaol J. Harrington Chalnaan* "Massachusetts liistorical
Hon. Eobert Drlnan Ceraoisson
Mr. Floyd H. Hyde, HUD 40 Boacon Street
Director, Northeast Region Boston, Haesdchusettts 02103

FHR NRowland:pd 4/27/73






NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

Thi-.
Spue

|. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER information

73070340

2. (Reserved for use by Sate central reception agency)

3. GRANTOR: a Federal ogency

Department of the Interior

b. Orgonizotionol unit

National Park Service

c. Adminisrering office —(I) Name

Division of Grants

(2) Address-Street or P.O. Bo«

18th and C Streets

4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER:

25-74-00147-00-B

aty

Stole

DC

Cambridge Coormn Historic District:
First Unitarian Church Development

¢ R The Church wes built for the Unitarian branch of the First Church in Cambridg"

Zip Code

NV 202A0

Washington

0. Code b. Title

after thecongregation split i n1829. Project work will include roofing recon-
struction;, exterior and interior repairs and palntlng and window repairs.
5. GRANTEE: a. Nome
Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. Dir., MA Historical Commission
b. Address - Street or PO. Box City Stote Zip Code
40 Beacon St. Boston MA 02108
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the tingle most applicable  box)
0. State b. Irtter- c. County d. City School f. Special Q. Community h. Sponsored I. Other
stote district unit orgonizotion
S L] L] L] L] L] L] L]
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Yeor Month Doy Year Month Ooy Yeor Month Doy Yeor Month Day
o1 021 26 75 103 31 7 103 1 31 78 1 03 30
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this  action)
o. New b. Continuotion c. Supplemental d. Change in existing grant
gront gront grant
(identify agency in item 16) (1) increesein (2) Decreosein (3) Concellotion (4) Increose(S) (5) Decreas($)
duration duration
L] L] [ [ L] ] ]
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
o. federol-(l) bos.c (i) Supplementol b. Stote c. tocol d. Other
$12,300 j35,700* % s
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 0. Progrom Number b. Supplemental Progrom Number
PROGRAM  (if none, clarify in  item 16) 15904
14, AUTHORIZATION
o. Federol Budget Accounts 10_58_1040_0_1_405
b. Public lows PL PL Title Sec. Pl Title Sec.
89 665
¢ US. Code 16 U.S.C. 470
15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant action.) only)
o diy3 Church Street, Cambridge b. County Middlesex

*

. REMARKS

First Parish i nCanbridge

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054

STANDARD fOPJA 2-
June 1970 Bureau of tr.i
Budget Circulor A-98
270-101



