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T. OESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n O l v n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Cambridge Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t includes the Cambridge 
Common, s t r e e t s bordering the Common i n c l u d i n g Massachusetts 
Avenue, Peabody S t r e e t , Garden S t r e e t , and Waterhouse S t r e e t , 
and the surrounding land and b u i l d i n g s t o a depth o f about 100 
fe e t back from the s t r e e t s . The boundary l i n e i s deeper on the 
Peabody Street side t o include Harvard b u i l d i n g s i n the ol d e s t 
p a r t o f the Yard, and on the Massachusetts Avenue-Garden Street 
corner t o include the Old Burying Ground and Ch r i s t Church'Sfĉ  

I n a d d i t i o n t o the Common, the D i s t r i c t contains the f o l l o w i n g 
important p r o p e r t i e s : \ F i r s t Church, U n i t a r i a n (1833, I s a i a h 
Rogers), a wooden Gothic Revival church,ythe e x t e r i o r of which 
i s i n o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n except f o r the absence o f f i n i a l s 
around the s p i r e ; the -Old Burying Ground ( 16 35), a wooded 
l o t o f uneven t e r r a i n c o n t a i n i n g over 80 17th century stones 
and the 17 34 milestone "8 Miles t o Boston;" C h r i s t Church 
(1760, Peter H a r r i s o n ) , a simple wooden b u i l d i n g w i t h arched 
windows and a Doric f r i e z e , "^intact w i t h the exception of 
two bays t h a t were added i n 185 7 t o lengthen the b u i l d i n g ; 
1 Garden Str e e t (1820, W i l l i a m Saunders), a wooden Federal-
s t y l e house i n good c o n d i t i o n ; Fay House (1806) i n the Rad­
c l i f f e College Yard, a b r i c k F e d e r a l - s t y l e mansion r e b u i l t 
f o r college purposes i n 1890 (Longfellow, Alden g Harlow); 
F i r s t Church, Congregational (1870, Abel C. M a r t i n ) , a 
traprock church trimmed m g r a n i t e and brownstone; 7 Waterhouse 

m 
m 

Street ( c . 1753), o r i g i n a l l y a three-bay wooden house w i t h 
l a t e r a d d i t i o n s of the two right-hand bays and entrance porch; 
Harvard-Epworth Methodist Church (1891, A. P. C u t t i n g ) , a 
Richardsonian stone church; Gannett House (1838), a Greek 
Revival house w i t h f u l l four-column p o r t i c o ; and Harvard 
b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d i n g Stoughton H a l l (1804, Charles B u l f i n c h , 
a r c h i t e c t , Thomas Dawes, master b u i l d e r ) . Harvard H a l l (1764, 
Governor Francis Bernard, designer, Thomas Dawes, master 
b u i l d e r ) , Massachusetts H a l l (1718), a l l b r i c k b u i l d i n g s of 
e a r l y , middle, and l a t e Georgian design. 

\he Cambridge Common i t s e l f represents the remaining p o r t i o n of 
the common lands, o r i g i n a l l y extending north t o Linnaean Street 
and beyond, set aside f o r cow pastures and p u b l i c meetings, 
w i t h the p a r t nearest Harvard Square used occ a s i o n a l l y f o r 
m i l i t a r y drill.'^The "Path" from Charlestown t o Watertown which 
crossed the Common from K i r k l a n d t o Mason Streets was the f i r s t 
way t o the west i n the Massachusetts colony and follpwed an 
e a r l i e r I ndian t r a i l . /-Cy "'"̂  , ̂  . 

FEB 14 197 
The Common was diminished i n 17 2 4 when the northern p"0rti.qi^,;te?4^ 
subdivided i n t o parcels and the n o r t h boundary was moved back 
from Linnaean St r e e t t o Waterhouse S t r e e t , a decrease from 86 
to about 16 acres. Roadways d i v i d e d the area, but houses 
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6. Representation i n E x i s t i n g Surveys 

T i t l e : H i s t o r i c Sites Study 
Date: 19 6 7 Level: State ' 
Depository: Eastern Massachusetts Regional Planning P r o j e c t 

Massachsuetts Department o f Public Works 
Address: 100 Nashua A t r e e t , Boston, Mass. 
Code: 2 5 
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Date: 1964- Level: Local 
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Address: 57 Inman S t r e e t , Cambridge, Mass. -.A, 
Code: 2 5 
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• new iSou: 

I OAT 

and shops were soon b u i l t aroundX^^ne new tJou^i-q^y and a row 
of elms was planted c. 1700 along'•^^^j^en-.S-.t.^^t so t h a t the 
l i m i t s of the Common were defined arM~~tife--V^ce enclosed. 
This sense o f enclosure was r e i n f o r c e d by Chr i s t Church, a 
schoolhouse, and other b u i l d i n g s a f t e r 1760. A boundary 
adjustment occurred nt t h i s time when a l o t o f the common lands 
was purchased by founders o f Chr i s t Church t o add t o t h e i r 
b u i l d i n g l o t and another s t r i p of land from the common lands 
was added t o the Burying Ground t o s t r a i g h t e n the boundary. 
The P r o p r i e t o r s of the common lands conveyed the Common t o the 
c i t y i n 176 9 f o r use as a t r a i n i n g f i e l d , i n apparent a n t i c i p a ­
t i o n of coming h o s t i l i t i e s . 

the Common was the headquarters of the 
barracks f o r the s o l d i e r s l o cated ' . 
Afterwards the Common was s t i l l an 

f i e l d of uneven topography w i t h narrow roads crossing the 
A f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the West Boston Bridge i n 179 2 

'During the Revolution, 
Continental Army, wi1^h 
i h the west corner. 
open 
area 
and the Craigie Bridge i n 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of the trade 
Massachusetts Avenue, the 
St r e e t s . ' 

1809, the area became a bus i e r 
routes l i n k i n g Boston w i t h the west. 
Concord Turnpike, and Mason-Brattle 

I n the 19th century, the Common began t o take on i t s present 
appearance. I n 1830, under s p e c i a l l e g i s l a t i v e a u t h o r i t y and 
d i r e c t i o n of a commission, a group of c i t i z e n s was pe r m i t t e d t o 
enclose the main Common by a g r a n i t e post and wood r a i l fence 
as at present, d i v e r t i n g the roads then crossing i t , and t o 
pla n t t r e e s . An attempt was made by the county the f o l l o w i n g 
year t o reopen the d i r e c t route west, but was denied i n a court 
case so t h a t the Common remained closed t o t r a f f i c . At t h i s 
time many of the remaining b u i l d i n g s i t e s around the Common 
were f i l l e d , and the sense of enclosure increased. ' • 

I n the mid-19th century, crosswalks were l a i d out and trees 
were planted along the walks and around the edge of the Common, 
and the path system began t o take on i t s present form. The 
park assumed a ceremonial a i r w i t h the a d d i t i o n of Soldier's 
Monument i n 1869, three Revolutionary War cannon i n 1875, the 
scion of the Washington Elm i n 1876, the John Bridge Statue 
i n 1882, and several g r a n i t e markers at h i s t o r i c s i t e s . The 
Common became a r e c r e a t i o n a l area as w e l l when baseball was 
introduced i n the west corner i n the second h a l f of the 19th 
century. A d d i t i o n a l park area was created when a p a r t of 
Massachusetts Avenue at the no r t h corner was enclosed and 
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7. D e s c r i p t i o n .. :. 

landscaped some time a f t e r C i t y Council approved plans i n 185 8. 
The area, sometimes c a l l e d the North L i t t l e Common, remains 
a w e l l - p r o t e c t e d and well-maintained green space i n the d i s t r i c t 

The three small areas o f the Common changed considerably i n 
the e a r l y 20th century. The i n s t a l l a t i o n of the subway ramp 

/ i n 1909-1912 cut up the L i t t l e Common between Massachusetts 
IZ] Avenue and Peabody Street ( p l o t s 2 and 3 i n the 18 30 survey) 

and F l a g s t a f f Park was created i n 1913 t o improve the surface. 
The Holmes l o t was traded t o Harvard i n 19 29 i n exchange f o r the 
l o t of the present Central F i r e S t a t i o n . 

Presently the Common i s i n need o f re n o v a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
new landscaping and improvement of the path system. Such 
renovations are being proposed w i t h a 19 75 completion date. 
Improvements may change the appearance of the Common, but any 
a l t e r a t i o n s w i l l be i n keeping w i t h the h i s t o r i c s i t e as 
req u i r e d by the Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission Ordinance o f 
19 6 3 . . • 

FEB 1 4 /973 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Vhe Cambridge Common has been the f o c a l p o i n t of p o l i t i c a l , 
r e l i g i o u s , and s o c i a l a c t i v i t y i n Cambridge f o r w e l l over 
300 years. Vset aside f o r grazing i n 1631, the Common became 
the l o c a t i o n of annual e l e c t i o n s f o r the governor o f the 
colony i n 16 36, and the s i t e o f George W h i t e f i e i d ' s contro­
v e r s i a l sermons i n 1740. The Common was the center f o r 
r e b e l l i o u s a c t i v i t y i n the years preceding the Revolution, 
and the main camp o f George Washington's Continental Army 
i n 17 75-76, w i t h barracks i n the west corner. I n the e a r l y 
19th century, the Common was s i g n i f i c a n t as the i n t e r s e c t i o n 
o f major trade routes through Cambridge, and i n 18 30 as an 
ea r l y example o f d e d i c a t i o n , enclosure, and improvement as 
a p u b l i c park. 

Several s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s and s i t e s surround the Common. 
Ar c h i t e c t u r e o f major 18th and 19th century s t y l e s are 
represented by a church, a house, and fou r college b u i l d i n g s 
of the Georgian p e r i o d , two important F e d e r a l - s t y l e houses, 
a Greek Revival house w i t h elaborate d e t a i l , a Gothic Revival 
church, and two masonry churches o f the Queen Anne p e r i o d . 
(See #7 f o r d e s c r i p t i o n s . ) These b u i l d i n g s are h i s t o r i c a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t as w e l l : F i r s t Church, U n i t a r i a n was b u i l t f o r 
the U n i t a r i a n branch of the F i r s t Church i n Cambridge 
a f t e r the congregation s p l i t i n 18 29 and the new branch 
abandoned the 17 5 6 meeting house i n Harvard Square; the Old 
Burying Ground which replaced Cambridge's f i r s t cemetary 
contains the graves o f Revolutionary s o l d i e r s , Harvard pres­
idents , and other e a r l y Cambridge c i t i z e n s ; C h r i s t Church 
(N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark), the c i t y ' s o l d e s t s u r v i v i n g 
r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e , was founded by Tories who f l e d at the 
outbreak o f the Revolution during which troops occupied the 
b u i l d i n g ; 1 Garden Street was designed and occupied by .William 
Saunders, a master b u i l d e r responsible f o r many Federal - s t y l e 
and Greek Revival houses i n Cambridge; 7 Waterhouse Street 
was the home o f Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse, the s c i e n t i s t who 
made the use of smallpox vaccine acceptable and popular i n 
the United States; Holden Chapel, the g i f t o f the widow o f 
and English Dissenter, introduced English t a s t e i n a r c h i t e c t u r e 

. . . . •^•-Oi!^-.' ...... . 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

t o Cambridge; Harvard 
second Harvard H a l l wh 
ing t h e r e ; Massachusetts H a l l (declared e l i g i b l e f o r the Nationa 

H a l l was b u i l t by the s t a t e t o replace the 
li c h burned when the General Court was meet-

L 
H i s t o r i c Landmark s t a t 
est e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g , 
barracks f o r c o l o n i a l 
t o the Common as the w 
i s the s i t e of the Has 
meeting place f o r the 
headquarters o f Genera 
p e r i o d , and was the b i 
Holmes, Sr. and J r . , i 

us, but not yet accepted), Harvard's o l d -
was used along w i t h H o l l i s H a l l as 

troops during the Revolution. Adjacent 
est end o f the present L i t t a u e r Center 
tings-Holmes house which served as the 
Committee o f Public Safety and the 
1 Artemus Ward during the Revolutionary 
r t h p l a c e and home of O l i v e r Wendell 
n the 19th century. 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the Cambridge Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s 
great: the area contains important landmarks of Cambridge's 
h i s t o r y ; the Common and surrounding b u i l d i n g s represent a 
340 year e v o l u t i o n of an area from an open f i e l d t o an enclosed 
park i n a dense s e t t i n g ; the H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i t s e l f , estab­
l i s h e d i n 196 3, demonstrates current e f f o r t s by a c i t y t o 
maintain an important h i s t o r i c area. 

teflVEO 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: 3 / ^ 9 / 7 3 
NAME OF PROPERTY C.-s-.-̂ h r iZ'^^'^ Co ̂vi(/M_g h y i s T o r t \ 0 / s f . — /V7<p̂j-«:. 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

Classification. 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

_10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. 

b. Acreage, 

.11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. 

Photographic Coverage. 

. y [ I f I ^s^s 
j y Map Coverage. (^<pi>-M yoi^ ^(eA5e^ TeW <g^c<.S <a n^ie-^ t^v-^yj tiyzy, yy^-yi-t^ 

Other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the i n i t i a t i c 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then satisfy the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked. 

. '. SIGNED: 
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-.:/v.r y - U . / CAMBRIDGE COMMON 

HISTORIC DISTRCT 

CITY OF C A « B f * 0 & t 

Cambridge Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

1. Cambridge Common 
2. F i r s t Church, U n i t a r i a n 
3. Old Burying Ground 
4. Ch r i s t Church ^/UHL M'M'-i 
5. 1 Garden Street 
6. Fay House 
7. F i r s t Church, Congregational 
8. 7 Waterhouse Street 
9. Harvard Epworth Methodist Church 

10. Gannett House 
11. Stoughton H a l l 
12 . . Holden Chapel 
13. H o l l i s H a l l 
14. Harvard H a l l 
15. -Massachusetts H a l l ' ' 
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0-18 Garden S t r e e t ; 1-13 Waterhouse S t r e e t ; 1448, 1511-1553 Massachusetts Avenue; 
Cambridge and Peabody S t r ee t s 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

U.S.G.S. Quadrangle 
Boston, N o r t h , Mass. 

D A T E 

1956 y y y ^ ^ n z t ^ 

S C A L E 

1:24,000 
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February 6, 1973 

National Register of His t o r i c Places 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Mr. Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Jerry: 

Enclosed i s a National Register submission f o r ; 

Middlesex County, Cambridge, Cambridge Common Historic D i s t r i c t 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liaison 
Off icer-

iOM w i l l note that t h i s submission overlaps that f o r the Old Harvafc  
Yard D i s t r i c t , submitted May 8, 1972. We have allowed t h i s duplication  
since the boundaries of the previous submission defined an h i s t o r i c a l and  
visual u n i t and the boundaries of the present submission follow those of  
the l o c a l h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t established under the Commonwealth's enabling  

Chapter 40 C of the General Laws. 

Cordially, 

Robert B. Rettig Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

RBR:pm 
Ends. 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE >fAy;gAr!iT?<;??TTg 

m 1 3 1973 
Date Entered 

Name 

Casftirldge COISESOU Historic District 

Wcnhaa Historic District 

"Old Sterna Church" 

Hamilton liistoric District 

Cycloraoa Building 

Location 

Caaeibridga 
Middlesex County 

Heoiiast 
Essex County 

West Boylstoa 
WoeChester County 

S&iailton 
Essex County 

Boston (South End) 
Suffolk Couuty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Uon* Edward U. firooka 
Uoa» ThOi&As P« O'Heill, Jr. 
Hon* tlichaol J . Harrington 
Hon. Eobert Drlnan 
Mr. Floyd H. Hyde, HUD 

Director, Northeast Region 

Stat« Historic Preservation Officer 
Hon* Jolin F,S« Dsn̂ oren 
Secretary o£ tha Cofssioawcalth 
Chalnaan* ^Massachusetts liistorical 

Ceraoission 
40 Boacon Street 
Boston, Haesdchusettts 02103 

PHR NRowland:pcl 4/27/73 





l y 
NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION Do f 

Thi-. 
Spue 

I . STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER 

73070340 
2. (Reserved for use by State central information reception agency) 

3. G R A N T O R : a Fede ra l o g e n c y 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r g o n i z o t i o n o l un i t 

National Park Service 
c. A d m i n i s r e r i n g o f f i ce — ( I ) N a m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A d d r e s s - S t r e e t or P.O. Bo« 

18th and C Streets NW. 
City 

Washington 
Sto le 

DC 
Z ip C o d e 

202A0 
4 . FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: 

25-74-00147-00-B 

o. C o d e b. Tit le 

Cambridge Common Hi s to r i c D i s t r i c t : 
F i r s t Uni tar ian Church Development 

c. Purpose The Church was b u i l t f o r the Uni tar ian branch of the F i r s t Church i n Cambridg^ 
a f t e r the congregation s p l i t i n 1829. Project work w i l l include roofing recon­
s t r u c t i o n ; ex te r io r and i n t e r i o r repairs and paint ing and window repai rs . 

5. GRANTEE: a . N o m e 

Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. D i r . , MA H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
b. A d d r e s s - St reet o r P O. Box 

40 Beacon St. 
Ci ty 

Boston 
Stote 

MA 
Z i p C o d e 

02108 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the tingle most applicable box) 

o . S ta te b. Ir^ter- c. C o u n t y d . C i ty 

s to te 

S • • • 

Schoo l 

d i s t r i c t 

f. S p e c i a l 

un i t 

• • 

Q. C o m m u n i t y h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g o n i z o t i o n 

• 

I. O t h e r 

• 
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h D o y 

75 I 02 I 26 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h 

75 I 03 
Ooy 

31 

9 . EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h D o y 

75 I 03 I 31 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

78 I 03 
Day 

30 
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action) 

o . N e w 

g r o n t 

b. C o n t i n u o t i o n 

g r o n t 

c. S u p p l e m e n t a l d . C h a n g e in ex is t ing g r a n t 

g r a n t 

( iden t i fy agency in item 16) (I) increase in (2) Decreose in (3) Concellotion (4) Increose(S) (5) Decrease($) 
d u r a t i o n d u r a t i o n 

• • • • • • • 
12. A M O U N T OF C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . f e d e r o l - ( I ) bos .c ( j ) S u p p l e m e n t o l 

$ 12,300 
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM ( i f none, clarify in item 16) 

b. Stote 

j 3 5 , 7 0 0 * 

c. t o c o l 

% 

d . O t h e r 

S 

o . P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

15.904 
b. S u p p l e m e n t a l P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

14. A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

o . F e d e r o l B u d g e t Accoun t s 10-58-1040-0-1-405 
b. Pub l ic l o w s PL PL Tit le Sec. P I Tit le Sec. 

89 665 
c. U.S. C o d e 16 U.S.C. 470 

15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant action..) only) 

o ciiy3 Church Street , Cambridge b. County Middlesex 

16. REMARKS 

* F i r s t Parish i n Cambridge 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054 

STANDARD fOPJA 2-
J u n e 1 9 7 0 B u r e a u o f t'r..i 

B u d g e t C i r c u l o r A - 9 8 

2 ^ 0 - 1 0 1 


