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1. Name of Property

historic name Young Women's Christian Association of Plainfield / North Plainfield_____________ 

other names/site number YWCA of Piatnfield / North Plainfield'________________________

2. Location - rr*rl ;

street & number 232 East Front Street NA D not for publication

city or town Plainfield D vicinity

state New Jersey code NJ county Union code 039 zip code 07060

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
-

- - As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this 5j nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
13 meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally U statewide ID Jc^hjJ(D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certi^r>^'6tficiai/Ttlte

Assistant/jCommissioner for Natural &

Date

Historic Resources /DSHPO
State of FedsfaT agency and bureau

//

In my opiriion, the property D meets D does not meet the 
comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title

National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for

Date

additional

State or Federal agency and bureau

/)
4. National Park Service Certification ^ /f^^t _ ^ „
I hereby 0§rtify that the property is:

(M entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

0 removed from the National 
Register.

D other, (explain:) _________

Date of Action



YWCA of Plainfieid/North Plainfield
Name of Property

Union County. NJ
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

B private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

£3 building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 

• D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing 
1

0

0

0

0

Noncontributing 

0

0

0

0

0

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
.in the National Register

N/A ______

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: civic ~~ _ ._

DOMESTIC: institutional housing

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)-

SOCIAL: civic —

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Tudor Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE____:

walls BRICK

roof SLATE

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets



YWCA of Piamfield/North Piainfield
Name of Property

Union County, NJ
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

|XJ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

$ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. —

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
-information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations N/A
(Mark "xl." in all the boxes that apply.) _

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL HISTORY
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1924-1947______

Significant Dates

1924_____ ~

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

JNI/A___________— "

Cultural Affiliation

N/A_________

Architect/Builder

Ware, Arthur/ Walter Kidde & Company, Inc.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography _
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A Primary location of additional data:

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 lx| State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
D Other 

Name of repository:

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ____________



YWCA of Plainfieid/North Piainfield 
Name of Property

Union County, NJ
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre (17, 058 sq. ft.)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 Mi8| |5l4i8l9i6iO| -|4i4|9i6l6i2iOl 
Zone Easting Northing

9 \ , I I I i I . . I I , I , I . , I

Piainfield, NJ Quad

3l i I I I . I , .
Zone Easting

4l I I II . I . I

Northing

I I I I I 1 .

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification - —
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared. By

name/title Stacey Wetstein, Architectural Historian

organization Cultural Resource Consulting Group 

street & number 54 Woodbridge Avenue

date October 31,1997

city or town Highland Park

__ telephone (732)985-4380 

state _fcU_____ zip code 08904

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner ""
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name_________________________________________________

street & number 

city or town __

telephone

state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibinty for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
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Description

Summary _ ~

The present YWGA. building was constructed in 1924 by Arthur_Ware of F, B. & A. Ware, a noted 
New York City_architectural firm nationally recognized for the design of many YWCA buildings. The 
YWCA. building, representing the work of Arthur Ware, possesses high artistic values and 
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a period of construction. Overall, the building reads in 
the Tudor Revival (old English Tudor) style. This formal style was commonly utilized for both 
residential and public buildings through the United States during the 1920s and was the chosen 
style of the founding board members (YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield-1979). Close 
examination of the building's stylistic construction details, however, reveals Arthur Ware's creative 
play-"on.this style. _Ware altered classical organizational rules by using asymmetrical and 
discontinuous window and corner quoin-work. His attention to shade and finish variations of 
exterior building materials (ledgestone, brick, limestone, slate) is unique to this building. The 
YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield has maintained the integrity of its original 1920s Tudor Revival 
facade, building design, floor plan, and much of its interior finishes. It continues to function in a 
capacity similar to its earlier established program.

Text

Arthur Ware designed both the exterior and interior of the Plainfield YWCA in the Tudor Revival 
style (Photo 1). The building is three stories in height. The first and second stories are finished 
with "clinker" brick in random shades laid in a Flemish bond. The raised basement is finished with 
variegated ledge stone, quarried in Princeton, and laid in a random/broken-coursed pattern (Photo 
2). The hipped, dormered slate roof with a projecting copper cornice conceals the third floor. The 
watertable, band courses, window jambs and heads, and parapets are Indiana limestone. The 
limestone's variegated shades range from buffs to blues.

This Tudor Revival building is diagonally oriented towards the corner of East Front Street and 
Church Street (Photos 3, 4, 5, 6). The westerly-facing main entrance commands a visual presence 
which stems from the Beaux Arts tradition. The principal facade is organized around a two-story, 
limestone entrance bay which is capped by an ornamentally carved parapet and is placed on a 45- 
degree angle connecting the northwest and southwest wings.
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Description (continued) ,. x ,,

The main entrance is approached by granite steps which terminate upon an uncoursed, multi­ 
colored, slate-paved patio that linesihe principal facade. An asymmetrical projecting bay above 
the paired cafeteria doors is inscribed with "YWCA" (Photo 7). All limestone window and door 
surrounds have Tudor detailing. All 105 doubfe-hung windows and 69 casement windows remain. 
The main entrance and cafeteria doors have been replaced.

The interior of the building is organized around a 2-story, hexagonal, main-entrance foyer (Photos 
8, 9). White oak paneled columns, moldings, and balustrade are detailed in a Tudor motif (Photos 
10,11). The main access stairway is located-in an extension of the foyer. Its cast iron newel posts 
are embellished in low relief with ornamentalcaps and bases, and its flat cast iron balusters are 
molded into geometric patterns (Photo 12). All principal first- and second-floor spaces, such as the 
reception area, two-story gymnasium, theater, cafeteria, classrooms, and office spaces, are 
accessed off the foyer and main staircase (Photos 13, 14, 15, 16, 17). All the original Tudor-style 
finishes and detailing remain, including a circular chandelier hanging in the foyer .(Photo 18). 
During the YWCA's heyday young women congregated in the terrace room for midday lunch, 
breaks from their factory jobs, dinners, dances, weddings and receptions. Today the terrace room 
is used for a variety of functions, including after-school programs and classes, the summer camp, 
senior citizen activities and meetings, and receptions.

The original first-floor plan also included the board room, reading room, general secretary's office, 
building office, information office, health office, examining room, theater box office, kitchen, help's 
dining room, kitchen storage, dressing room, and two public bathrooms (PSE&G 1924). The 
second floor originally housed the following: dressmaking and classrooms, a fitting room, rooms 
for the business women's club (including the girls' club room, the girls' work secretary room, the 
members' service room, a staff kitchen, a public bathroom, and the auditorium, which included a 
moving picture booth, stage, and dressing rooms in back of the stage (PSE&G 1924).

The YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield provided temporary living quarters to transient girls from 
1908 until some time after World War II. The entire third floor, which includes eleven former 
bedrooms, one large room which may have originally housed one or two private suites, a closet 
which originally was the trunk storage space, a small space which was the original linen room, and 
two public bathrooms, housed the above-mentioned living quarters (PSE&G 1924).

The basement houses the swimming pool, gymnasium, locker room attendant's office with 
bathroom, auxiliary gymnasium, large and small laundry facility, boiler room, hall, dressing rooms,
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Description (continued)

showers, and bathrooms (Photo" 19). All dressing rooms are origfnar, including the white pine 
partitions. Most of the original basement finishes and detailing remain, with minor alterations, such 
as a drop ceiling in the swimming pool room. IT_ - _
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Statement of Significance . ,- \ '.\ 'i, \ _\ '

Summary _ ~

AsLwitftmany Youngl/Vomen's Christian Associations (YWCA) throughout the nation, the YWCA 
of Plainfield / North Plainfield was founded by middle- to_upper-class women to servejhe needs 
of the working-class, single girl. The YWCA served the working-class population of European 
ancestry from Plainfield, as well as the surrounding towns of Garwood, Westfield, Bound Brook, 
Dunellen, Fanwood, and Somerville (YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield T912). Its presence in 
Plainfield.afforded these girls the opportunity for relaxation, learning, and exercise. The YWCA 
became the social hub of Plainfield, offering cotillions and a place, for wedding receptions and 
social lunches. It provided transient housing for single women, supported the women's suffrage 
Tno.vement (Anonymous 1967b), and, during the Depression era, became the city's center for 
domestic employment (Anonymous 1931). Arthur Ware, noted for his other YWCA designs, was 
chosen as the architect for the building.

Although black women did not partake of the YWCA's services in its early days, an addition to the 
YMCA building on West Fourth Street was constructed to house both the Moorland Branch of the 
YMCA, for African-American boys, and a branch of the YWCA for African-American girls in 1926 
(Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 1924; Anonymous 1967a; Sanborn Map Company 1910/1951). 
In October 1955, the board members of the separate Plainfield / North Plainfield YWCAs made the 
decision to integrate "in order to promote the principle of inclusiveness" (Anonymous 1956). This 
decision predated the civil rights movement of the 1960's.

The YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion A, association with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of history, for its important role in the history of the women's labor movement and 
African-American integration. It is also eligible under Criterion C, as a representative work of highly 
respected architect Arthur Ware of F.B. & A. Ware, a noted New York City architectural firm that 
was recognized for the designs of many YWCA buildings throughout the United States. In addition 
to meeting those criteria, the YWCA remains largely intact, maintaining its original floor plan, 
finishes, and facades. It continues to function in its original capacity. The degree to which this 
YWCA building has maintained the integrity of its design adds to its importance as an example of 
Ware's work and its place in social history.
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Statement of Significance (continued)

Text _

The Young~Women!s Christian Association (YWCA) is an important part of the history of the 
women's labor movement, ^which began with the mid-19th-century Industrial Revolution ancU 
continues to this day. In 1855, the YWCA was founded in England by affluent women who wished 
to help counter the effects of the Industrial Revolution on the lives of poor and working-class 
women. The plight of the American working woman, relegated to 12-hour workdays in factories, 
bakeries, laundries, etc., began to be recognized around the same time. With the recognition of 
theiiarsh working conditions came the realization that working women lacked opportunities to relax 
and pursue recreation in The little spare time available to them. In the early 1860s, missionary 
Lucretia Boyd asked a group of church women, "Cannot something be done for these girls by 
benevolent ladies that shall remain a permanent institution?" (YWCA National Board n.d.:1-2).

The American Young Women's Christian Association began in Boston and New York City. By the 
late 1860s YWCAs were created in many industrial cities throughout the eastern and central United 
States such as Providence, Hartford, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, St. Louis, Dayton, Washington, D.C., 
Buffalo, Philadelphia, and Springfield, Massachusetts (Sims 1935:7). "Wanted: Girls" became a 
familiar newspaper advertisement in any industrial city. Although the YWCA expressed concerned 
about the working conditions of young women who worked in factories, advocacy was not the main 
mission. Newly chartered YWCAs were not necessarily formed to change the work environment, 
but to create a socially oriented outlet where women could enjoy recreational and educational 
benefits (Anonymous n.d.).

The-history of the YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield illustrates a significant component of 
Plainfield's history, part of a broader pattern of social change which occurred in the United States 
in the mid- to late 1800s and the early part of this century. Plainfield, like many small American 
cities transformed by industrialization in that period, developed a set of related social and economic 
problems. The formation of organizations such as the YWCA reflects the growing awareness of 
social issues on the part of the wealthy, and their efforts to address some of these problems 
through charitable works.
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Statement of Significance (continued)

The creation of the YWCA in Plainfield was the work of Mrs. Frederick G. Mead, a member of the 
National Board of the YWCA in New York City. Mrs. Mead organized a group of Plainfield citizens 
to establish a board of directors. Miss Amy Pryor Tapping, a former volunieerat the Utica YWCA, 
was hired as general secretary in charge of tfie. YWCA's activities^and programs (Anonymous 
1967a). MrsTMargaret E. Mosher became this YWCA's first physical director (Anonymous 1934). 
As with many YWCA's throughout"the nation, the YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield was 
founded by middle- to upper-class women'to serve the needs of the working-class, single girl. The 
Plainfield YWCA originally served Plainfield as well as the neighboring towns- of Garwood, 
Westfield,_B.ound Brook, Dunellen, Fanwood, and Somerville (Plainfield YWCA 1912).

On April 18, 1907, the'YWCA of Plainfield was chartered.-Mrs. Mead~acquired the former home 
of the recently deceased Dr. Olin L Jenkins at 212 East Front Street, about one block west of 
where the YWCA is currently located, to provide a headquarters for the organization. These 
original facilities included a meeting room and an office on the first floor, classrooms on the second 
floor, and bedrooms for transient guests on the third floor. Miss Tapping soon discovered that a 
majority of the young women wanted to take part in gym classes: "Women were aware that men 
had been enjoying such programs at the YMCA for years. They wanted the same activities and 
they got them" (Anonymous 1967a). The backyard shed became a basketball court and 
recreational hall, and the Green Brook, which ran behind the building, was used for swimming in 
summer months, while other athletics took place on the lawn and nearby fields. The high school 
pool was used for swimming in the winter months. Privately owned tennis courts, located on 
wealthy residential properties, were utilized for tennis lessons (YWCA of Plainfield / North 
Plainfield 1914-1915). The YWCA provided classes in Bible study, cooking, current events, 
dressmaking, embroidery, English for foreigners, German, millinery, gymnasium, advanced 
gymnasium, basketball, and dancing, along with a reading club and a glee club for single young 
women (YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield 1914-1915).

The home of Dr. Jenkins was remodeled in 1909 by James E. Ware & Sons to better serve the 
needs of the YWCA's programming. This facility was soon outgrown and the board members 
looked for alternative arrangements. The directors of the YWCA of Plainfield purchased a nearby 
piece of property which is known today as 232 East Front Street. Funds for the construction of the 
new building were raised by member subscription and from other sources including the sale of the 
old YWCA building (Anonymous 1942, YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield 1925). The new 
YWCA was opened to the public on October 18, 1925.



NPS Form 10-900-a °MB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 8 Page 7

YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield 
Union County, NJ

Statement of Significance (continued) , 1(
— I • . •

A building committee, chaired by Mrs. Charles L. Hyde, was appointed by the board to select ar^ 
architect for the construction of the new building (Anonymous 1934). The committee engaged Dr. 
Warren P. Laird, Professor of Architecture atf&e University of Pennsylvania, to rurtan architectural 
design competition. Arthur Ware of F. B^& A. Ware submitted the winning entry and was chosen. 
as project architect. The sum of $3,259 was spent on this competition (YWCA of Plainfield / North 
PlainfieTd 1925). Walter Kidde and Company Inc., Engineers and Constructors, of 140 Cedar 
Street in New York," was responsible for the general construction of the new YWCA building. Arthur 
F. Neumann's crew took care of all plumbing installations. A. V. Searing was the electrical 
contractor and Charles H. Dutcher was the heating contractor (Anonymous n.d.[c]). The Public 
Service Electric and Gas Company provided the specifications for lighting (PSE&G 1924).

Arthur Ware was the obvious choice for the YWCA's architect. Ware graduated from Columbia 
University's School of Architecture in 1898 and attended the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris from 
1902 to 1905. After the completion of his studies, Ware became a partner in his father's 
architectural firm, James E. Ware & Sons, and held the position from 1905 until 1918, the year of 
his father's death. At that time, Ware formed a new partnership with his brother Franklin, who was 
also a graduate of Columbia University's School of Architecture, and created the firm F. B. & A. 
Ware. Arthur Ware was an associate professor of architecture at Columbia University from 1914 
to 1922. He died in 1939 at the age of 62 (New York Herald Tribune 1939).

father's firm, James E. Ware & Sons, had previously established itself in Plainfield's upper- 
class circles. In 1909, James E. Ware had renovated the home of Dr. Jenkins for the YWCA of 
Plainfield (James E. Ware & Sons 1909). Between 1914 and 1S16, Franklin B. and Arthur designed 
and constructed the Neo-Renaissance home of Louis K. Hyde in Plainfield (Anonymous 1914; 
Anonymous 1916). Arthur Ware was noted for the design of the Grant Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, also located in Plainfield (Withey and Withey 1956:632).

Arthur Ware had something more than local recognition; his architectural firm had acquired a 
reputation as a YWCA designer. Prior to the construction of the YWCA of Plainfield, Ware 
constructed the Niagara Falls YWCA, the Galveston, Texas YWCA, and the Cedar Rapids YWCA 
(letter, F. B. & A. Ware to Mrs. Charles Hyde, Nov. 6, 1924). Just after his death, the Herald 
Tribune wrote, "The firm has designed many Young Woman's Christian Association Buildings in 
various cities and numerous country homes." Arthur Ware pronounced the YWCA of Plainfield "one 
of the finest buildings he had ever worked upon" (Anonymous 1942).
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Statement of Significance (continued) - ^

In the earlyjJaysT-African-American women were not included in the YWGA. It was not until 1920 
that YW board members-met with African-American leaders Jo discuss providing services for 
African-American girts (Anonymous 1967). In 1923, a branch known as the Moorland Branch of the 
YMCA was established for African-Americariboys in rooms on Wist 2nd Street (Plainfield Chamber 
of Commerce 1924).~ln 1926 an addition to the YMCA building on West Fourth Street was 
constructed to house both the Moorland Branch of the YMCA and,a branch of the YWCA for 
African-American girts (Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 1924; Anonymous 1967; Sanborn 1910- 
1951).

In 1939, Jessie Munger, a wealthy Plainfield citizen, donated a building located on East Fifth Street, 
providing African-American girls their own YWCA building (Anonymous 1967; Mrs. Kafherine 
Mayers, personal communication 8/6/96). The National Board in New York City sent Jane Sadler 
to be the executive director (Mrs. Katherine Mayers, personal communication 8/6/96). The East 
Fifth Street YWCA served as the home for various community organizations such as the Y-teens 
and was utilized by the Bethel Presbyterian Chapel. The East Fifth Street YWCA did not have a 
swimming pool and could not offer the array of programming provided by the main YWCA (Mrs. 
Sara Frances Wood, personal communication 8/6/96).

It began to be recognized that maintaining two separate YWCA was not economically sound or 
socially acceptable (Mrs. Sara Frances Wood, personal communication 8/6/96) and therefore 
efforts towards integration began nationally as well as locally. In the 1940s, the National. YWCA 
Convention stated formally, in the Interracial Charter, its intent to be one fellowship without 
distinctions (YWCA National Board n.d.). In 1944, the YWCA of Plainfield set up an "Interracial 
Practices Study" and in 1947 initiated an anti-discriminatory survey (Plainfield YWCA 1944, 1947). 
During the early 1950s the YWCA sponsored meetings and discussions concerning race relations 
and civil rights (Plainfield YWCA 1952a). In 1952, the YWCA Integration Committee recommended 
integration of the administration, staff, committees, and leadership groups and a gradual integration 
of the program activities (Plainfield YWCA 1952b). The YWCA's movement towards integration 
predates the civil rights movement of the 1960s. The Board of the Plainfield YWCA, in its effort to 
provide services for the entire community, offered a program that was inclusive of all girls and 
women.
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Verbal boundary description

i'x't \ ' ~
Block 310, Lot 1. Start at the southwest corner of East Front Street and Church Street. Proceed 
southeast along Church Street tN46'47'00"W) 167.72 feet. Turn northeast (S43'13'00"W), proceed 
106.73 feet. Turn northwest (S46'49'00"E), proceed 86,19 feet. Turn southwest (N^S'IIOTE), 
proceed6.3 feet. Turn northwest (S46'49'00"E), proceed 75.16 feet. Turn southwest (N46'51'00"E), 
proceedJ 00.52 feet to starting southwesfcorner. —

Verbal boundary justification

The nominated property includes the entire YWCA building footprint, as welFas the front corner 
entrance and adjacent walkways, to include the entire tax map lot. " ~
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_ All photos are of the YWCA of Plainfield / North Plainfield, Union County, NJ.
'.'*'', i .

Photo 1 _--'.' 

Photographer: Dawn Turner 
Date: 5/29/96 _
Location of Negative! CRCGJHighland Park, NJ (roll 1, neg. 32, exp. 4) ~~ 
Description: Three-dimensional model from 1924. Source - Plainfield Chamber of ~ 
Commerce Magazine Vol. 3, No. 5.

Photo 2
Photographer: Carla Cielo - — —
Date: 6/20/96
Location of Negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 8, neg. 1, exp. 1)
Description: Detail from Church Street elevation. View facing northeast. Note variegated
ledge stone at basement, limestone watertable, and "clinker" brick first story.

Photo 3
Photographer: Dawn Turner
Date: 5/29/96
Location of Negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 2, neg. 13, exp. 3)
Description: Main entrance at corner of East Front Street and Church Street. View
facing east. (Photo taken shortly after the building's opening in October 1925).

Photo 4
Photographer: Carlo Cielo
Date: 6/20/96
Location of Negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 8, neg. 9, exp. 9)
Description: Main entrance at the corner of East Front Street and Church Street. View
facing east.
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PhotoS
Photographer: Carla Cielo - v ,,
Date[6/20/96
Location of Negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 8, neg. 6, exp: 6)
Description: East Front Street elevation. View facing southeast.

Photcr6 - — 
Photographer: Carla Cielo 
Date: 6/20/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 8, neg. 24, exp. 24) 
DescriptionLChurch Street elevation, View facing northeast. _

Photo 7:
Photographer: Carla Cielo
Date: 6/20/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 8, neg. 13, exp. 13)
Description: Projecting limestone bay window. View facing southeast.

Photo 8:
Photographer: Dawn Turner
Date: 4/30/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 3, neg. 25, exp. 2)
Description: Tudor entrance foyer with circular balcony. View facing south. (Photo taken
shortly after the building's opening in October 1925).

Photo 9:
Photographer: Carla Cielo
Date: 6/20/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 8, neg. 16, exp. 16)
Description: Church Street elevation, View facing northeast.
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Photo 10: - —
Photographer: Carla Cielo ,,vl|
Date: 5/30/96 ~ ~ ' ' v
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 7, neg. 20, exp. 3)
Description: Upper lever of Tudor foyer. View facing south.

Photo 11: " ~ - - — 
Photographer: Carla Cielo 
Date: 6/20/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll"8, neg. 18, exp. 18) 
Description: Detail of Tudor foyer. View facing southeast.

'Photo 12: - - _- _ 
~ Photographer: Carla Cielo 

Date: 5/30/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 6, neg. 18, exp. 2) 
Description: Main access stairway with cast irorrnewel post and balusters. View facing 
south.

Photo 13:
Photographer: Dawn Turner
Date: 5/29/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 3, neg. 27, exp. 4)
Description: Reception area. View facing northeast. (Photo taken shortly after the
building's opening in October 1925).

Photo 14:
Photographer: Carla Cielo
Date: 6/20/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 8, neg. 14, exp. 14)
Description: Reception area. View facing northeast.
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Photo 15 —
Photographer: Carla Cielo
Date: 5/30/96 _ " ' v ~ 
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 6, neg. 1, exp. 1)~ 
Description: Gymnasium. View facing north.

Photo 16 - ' - - 
Photographer: Dawn Turner 
Date: 5/29/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 2, neg. 15, exp. 5) 
Description: Theater, second level. View facing southeast. (Photo taken shortly_after the 
building's opening in October 1925).

Photo 17
Photographer: Carla Cielo
Date: 5/30/96
Location of negative? CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 6, neg. 2, exp. 2)
Description: Theater, second level. View facing southeast.

Photo 18
Photographer: Carla Cielo
Date: 5/30/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 6, neg. 4, exp. 4)
Description: View of original lighting fixture.

Photo 19
Photographer: Carla Cielo
Date: 5/30/96
Location of negative: CRCG, Highland Park, NJ (roll 6, neg. 3, exp. 3)
Description: Original dressing rooms. View facing northeast.



YWCA of Plainfield/North Plainfield, Plainfield, Union County, New Jersey

ZONE 
B-2

ZONE 
B-3

0 0 S E V
A V E N U E

C H U .R C H §
/

\ LOT

'••i-n

-•••••Bii6ck-^--->----
:; :::>:^-:x-:::' :> : > :;

SfSlE^S^i--:
•ir'.TAfe.r'ri •',-.••'.••'.

.-»4
•'.V
••<

••u

W A T C H U N G
A V E'N U E

EXISTING BUILDINGS 

ZONE BOUNDARY

AREA MAP
SCALE 1" - 200'

FEET
20&

HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICL
NOTES :

1. PROPERTY BEING KNOWN AS LOTS 1 & 2 BLOCK 310 AS SHOWN ON1 
PLAINFIELD, UNION COUNTY TAX MAP SHEET No. 2.

2. BOUNDARY INFORMATION TAKEN FROM A SURVEY PERFORMED BY LYNCH, GIULIANO &c 
ASSOC., INC. ON 6/23/97. PREPARED BY R. NEILS SPERLING P.L.S., P.P., L.S. No. 
27503.



\

n
\

- _«
Jbi:

D n 
n n 

n

N
O

R
TH

0
o «

rI 
5 

5 
*

: 
I 

a 
2

I 
I 

3 
a

s 
8 

£ 
2§*

9630



S
-3

O
S9

6 n
 *

c 3
 

H
- 

O
 

P O
 

O C

J « >



O
C9

6

?I 5 
s-

g
 

s
!! 

• 
I 

I-
5 

C 
z 

>

* 
2

n> 
S

n 
-n

—
 (T



0€
96

i§ o 
2 5 

3 
§ 

*
8 

8 
I 

I
* 

I 
I 

.1
? 

9 
« 

£

f I

n
 

o c



K
E
Y

15 = C
R
C
G
 P
H
O
T
O
 A
N
G
L
E

\.

5A
65M

5N
T

 P
LA

N

vf> 
IX

0rI 3s 
"•

5 
fe 

5~ 
± 

| 
- 

8 
*

lis
a

x:U
J

?!

9630

E-1



K
E
Y

15 = C
R
C
G
 P
H
O
T
O
 A
N
G
L
E

PIR6T
PLAN

0r

>>•uc3
 

Oc_>C
 

O•H
 

CP

i §

f 1 i

f 
I 

0 
!

» 
g 

e 
2

5XI5TIN6 
FR5T ru?c>R

15i

9630

E-2



K
E
Y

15 =
 C
R
C
G
 P
H
O
T
O
 A
N
G
L
E

r
 

F;

FIOOR PLAN

.

-

-._"-

1 '.\ 'i'. 
- 

-

—

-

?l]11R ij=nini

1|5a

,i

I]i

*
i

\r

>-IU»^O
£

Hi$.IUzf
\u

^> *-
4-1 

$

3 C
 

c
S

-

c *u
,_j ^
n

 
^

 

^
2

aa<*

*j2z<a! <̂:«b~z.h-*̂^>LU

2Bar
:

|
s s

«
 

$
o 

8
<3 3
1 
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