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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Kriown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The portage between the Brule and St. Croix rivers lies in the marshy
region in the southwest corner of the Brule River State Forest where
springs arise and provide the sources of both rivers, with the Brule
flowing northward into Lake Superior and the St. Croix generally south-
westerly to the Mississippi. The distance between the rivers is something
less than two miles.

The portage trail is a passageway through wooded, hillocky land at its
southwestern end to more level marshy land at its northeastern end. It
"is to this day easy to find and not difficult to walk. It follows the
rim of a basin which cradles the ten-mile-long bog that gives birth to
both the Brule and the St. Croix....Skirting the boggy areas, the trail
makes a pleasant ...walk in a woods where signs of man are few and unob-
trusive... Cut into the ground as much as two feet in places by the
countless feet that have walked it, the path allows single file travel
only."l The swamp itself is not passable except when it is frozen over
in the wintertime.

Three women's groups, the Supetrior Garden Club, the Claude Jean Allouez
Chapter, D.A.R., and the Solon Springs Garden Club have retraced the old
trail and placed markers or plaques on stones along the way. Plaques
placed on stones by the Allouez D.A.R. honor significant travelers of
the portage. Among these are plaques to Du Luth (Daniel Greysolon,
Sieur du Lhut), who first discovered the portage in 1680; Jonathan
Carver, 1766; Jean Baptiste Cadotte, a fur-trader who made the portage
many times in the early 1800's; Henry Schoolcraft, who led an exploration
party through here in 1832; and Joseph Lucius, who surveyed the portage
for the government for the last time in 1854. Such markings are not
considered as alterations of the portage itself, nor is the occasionally
necessary clearing of brush and overgrowth from the trail.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY BOUNDARIES OF HISTORIC SITE (See appended maps):

The Brule-St. Croix Portage is a trail of some three or four feet in width
extending in a northeast-southwest direction between the northeastern end
of Upper Lake St. Croix at the west and the easternmost branch of the
Brule River headwaters at the east. Except for the trail itself there are
no describable property boundaries. The trail traverses Sections 8, 9 and
17, Town 45 North, Range 11 West. Its length is approximately two miles.

1. Bersing and Roark, "The Brule-St. Croix Portage Trail,"
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, -
Aboriginal. The portage's use by Indians has been described as existing
"from time immemorial." '"Well before Greysolon [Du Luth], there were
Sioux living in this region...Next on the scene were the Chippewa or
Ojibwa. They had been pushed westward by other tribes and were historic
enemies of the Sioux. For two hundred years the two tribes battled.
When the first Frenchmen came in the seventeenth century, the Sioux
were dominant, but by the mid-eighteenth century, the Chippewa had
replaced them east of the Mississippi.”

Commerce; Social/Humanitarian: From the latter seventeenth century until
beyond the middle of the nineteenth, the portage was used by explorers,
fur—traders; travelers, pioneers, voyageurs and missionaries. Daniel
Greysolon, Sieur du Lhut (Du Luth) is credited with being the first
ﬁhlte man to use this passage in 1680. For nearly two centuries there-
 after it was one of the most heavily traveled rautes between Lake _
Superior and the M1331351pp1, used as a major fur. trade route’ during
the entire period of French domination and well 1nto the period when.
the English were in control. Jonathan Carver went over this portage
in 1766 during his travels of the Northwest, and Henry Schoolcraft's
exploration party used the route in 1832. ‘

In terms of early exploration and commerce, the Brule-St. Croix Portage
is one of Wisconsin's most historically significant land sites. As such
it is considered sufficiently important in Wisconsin's early history

to be included in the National Register.

1. Bersing and Roark, "The Brule-St. Croix Portage Trail," 24-25.
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