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1. Name
historic PLATTS BRACSTRET HOLB=
and/or common SAME

2. Location

dreet & number  Main Street not for publication
city, town Rowley vicinity of congressional district sixth
state M assachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture X museum
X building(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane Rowel y Historical Society, Inc.

street* nunier George Bradstreet, Pres.
Main Street
city, town Rowley, vicinity of state MA

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex South Registry of Deeds - Record Book 2401 Page 334
street & number 32 Federal Street

city, town Salem, state MA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Inventory of Historic Assets of the hes this property been determined deglble? yes no
Gommonweal t h
date 1976 federal state county _ local

depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston dae MA



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t ered A origina site

jc  good ruins x altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

The Platts -Bradstreet House i slocated on Main Street (Route I'A) i nRowl ey just

beyond the town green area. |t stands on a small | ot along with a barn, a shoe shop
and a long raised structure. The house consists of a 2%story main section with two
story rear ell, both of timber frame construction and covered with clapboards onthe

facade and shingles on theother elevations. The main house i srectangular i n plan
with a central chimey rising i nfront of theroof ridge. The facade (west) i sasym
metrical consisting of a center entry flanked by two wi ndows on each side at the first
story and five wi ndows across the second story. The entry contains a paneled door set
within a sinple architrave frame. The wi ndows contain 12/8 double hung sash set in
projecting frames; first story windows have nol ded caps while the heads of second
story wi ndows are set i nthe base of the cornice.

The south elevation i s symmetrical, containing two windows at each of thethree stories.
These wi ndows are identical tothe facade wi ndows. The two story el | which extends from
this elevation contains an entry and a wi ndow at thefirst story and two wi ndows at the
second story. The north elevation i sidentical tothesouth with the exception of the
ell. The east elevation i slargely obscurred by the ell.

The shoe shop i sa small one story rectangular plan building which i s covered by clap-
boards and encl osed by a pitched roof. |1t contains an entry and wi ndow on its north

el evation and windows on itsother elevations. The barn i sa tw story rectangular
plan building which i scovered with a conmbination of shingles and weatherboarding and
is enlcosed by a pitched roof. A fourth structure which i sa long rectangle enclosed
by a pitched roof and raised of f the ground on eight posts also stands on the property.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce o' exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1677 Bui | der/ Architect

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Platts-Bradstreet House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
and wor kmanship and significant associations with theearly devel opnent of Rowey. | t
is a good exanple of a first period house expanded during theeighteenth century to
nmeet changing needs. Inportant features include theframng which reflects itsearlier
lean-to form interior paneling and existing asymmetrical plan and el evations.

It is believed that thehouse was built i n1677 by Samuel Platts, who had purchasedt he
land i n1660. | nthat year he was taxed as follows: "To Sanuel Platts Senior, to his
house and Gate 2 Freeholds and one t o Sanuel Platts Junior New House". Fram ng reveals
that itsoriginal formwas a two story, one roomdeep house. During thefirst quarter
of theeighteenth century a rear lean-to was added. Between 1766 and 1770 t he property
passed t o Mbses Bradstreet and t hehouse was further enlarged by raising thelean-to

to create a full 22 story, two roomdeep structure. Mst of thepresent interior
finish also appear todate from this period. Few other alterations have occured to the
buil ding which has been owned by t heRowl ey Historical Society since the 1920 s.

Several occupants of thehouse achieved military distinction. Abel Platts served as
an ensign i nthe Canada Expedition of 1690. Lieutenant Mbses Bradstreet and his son,
Moses Sr., both served i ntheRevolution. Along with itsoutbuidings, thePlatts-
Bradstreet House i san excellent reflection of early American life.

The Platts-Bradstreet property also contains an archaeol ogical conmponent which nay

be likely toyield information important i nthesocial history of early Anerican life.
The undisturbed grounds surrounding thel7th century Platts-Bradstreet are thought to
contain relatively rare domestic material culture and archaeol ogical features of this
period meaningful i nan interpretation of New England foodways, |and use and soci al
status i nearly historic times. As well, archaeological remins dating tothe 18th
and 19th centuries areundoubtedly present on thePlatts-Bradstreet property and should
be considered as a potential source of information on donmestic history and lifewaysi n
those centuries.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Miyp of Rowl ey, 1872.

Ander son, Philander, Nap of Row ey, 1830.

Dumrer, Joseph, N, Land and Houses of Row ey, 1936 (unpublished)
Jewett, Ams E, Row ey, Massachusetts ™M Ezechi Rogers Plantation" 1639-1850. 1946,
Jewett, Amos E, A New Engl and Shoemaker's

10. Geographical Data Sr/K\'[OSE NI \HHD
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See cor Kfi“uM'toAf Meef

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nane/title Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, George Bradstreet, President,
Rowl ey Historical Society

organi zation MassachusettsHistorical Conmission date® 1980 —
street & number 294 \Washi ngton Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town B fifin. dae Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the sfgige 1 A

national state ~  local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated «
according tothe criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, MassachusettsHistorical Conm ssion date

For HCRS use only
I fc | hereby certify that this | rty Isincluded inthe National Register

date ' '
Keeper of the National Re|
Attest **MvVAVYL-; date  fI'S™d

on

GPO 938 835
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[T m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washingtor;1 street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

July 14, 1980

NMs. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

Regi stration Branch

Heritage, Conservation 8 Recreation Service

DA, W34

Washington, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shull,

Encl osed youwill find the follow ng nomnation forns:
Mont ague- Turners Falls Historic District (local)

Row ey- Platts-Bradstreet House (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible bythe State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

riLyyy”
Candace Jenkpis
Evaluation Dri?«<"tor



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE IVERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT

CALL [TATO; | | FWOM (W—J z. ADDRESS

S. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

/Ki6)"  Liici'Jonuii
4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

t t [V LLi,

AMViy Iref,c /T,

NAME or PERSON PLACIN6/REC EIVINC CALL TITLE

FHR-8-227
June 1978

(Tel.

No.

If

TIME OF CALL

needed)

AM
PM



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE MSSACHEETTS

Dat e Entered SEDZ? |%)
Nane Location
Pl atts-Bradstreet House Rowl ey

Essex County

Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas Ilia. Patricia L. Vés-lowski
Honor abl e Ni chol as Mavr oul es Executive director
|l assachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Véshi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
NR Byers/|dg 10/ 23/ 80

For furtJier information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401,



