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See instruct ions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
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received 
JUL 2 8 1980 ^ 

date entered SEP 2 ? i98L 

1. Name 
historic PLATTS-BRADSTREET HOUSE 

and/or common SAME 

2. Location 

street & number Main Street not for publication 

city, town Rowley vicinity of congressional district s ix th 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture X museum 
X building(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Rpwely Historical Society, Inc. 

street* number George Bradstreet, Pres. 

city, town 
Main Street  
Rowley, vicinity of state MA 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex South Registry of Deeds - Record Book 2401 Page 384 

street & number 32 Federal Street 

city, town Salem, state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Inventory of H i s to r i c Assets of the has this property been determined eleglble? yes 

Commonwealth 
date 1976 federal state county _ 

no 

local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state MA 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 

jc good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Platts -Bradstreet House i s located on Main Street (Route lA) i n Rowley j u s t 
beyond the town green area. I t stands on a small l o t along with a barn, a shoe shop 
and a long raised structure. The house consists of a 2% story main section with two 
story rear e l l , both of timber frame construction and covered with clapboards on the 
facade and shingles on the other elevations. The main house i s rectangular i n plan 
with a central chimney r i s i n g i n fr o n t of the roof ridge. The facade (west) i s asym­
metrical consisting of a center entry flanked by two windows on each side at the f i r s t 
story and f i v e windows across the second story. The entry contains a paneled door set 
wit h i n a simple architrave frame. The windows contain 12/8 double hung sash set i n 
projecting frames; f i r s t story windows have molded caps while the heads of second 
story windows are set i n the base of the cornice. 

The south elevation i s symmetrical, containing two windows at each of the three stories. 
These windows are i d e n t i c a l to the facade windows. The two story e l l which extends from 
t h i s elevation contains an entry and a window at the f i r s t story and two windows at the 
second story. The north elevation i s i d e n t i c a l to the south with the exception of the 
e l l . The east elevation i s largely obscurred by the e l l . 

The shoe shop i s a small one story rectangular plan building which i s covered by clap­
boards and enclosed by a pitched roof. I t contains an entry and window on i t s north 
elevation and windows on i t s other elevations. The barn i s a two story rectangular 
plan building which i s covered with a combination of shingles and weatherboarding and 
i s enlcosed by a pitched roof. A fourth structure which i s a long rectangle enclosed 
by a pitched roof and raised o f f the ground on eight posts also stands on the property. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce •' * 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1677 Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Platts-Bradstreet House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, 
and workmanship and s i g n i f i c a n t associations with the early development of Rowley. I t 
i s a good example of a f i r s t period house expanded during the eighteenth century to 
meet changing needs. Important features include the framing which r e f l e c t s i t s e a r l i e r 
lean-to form, i n t e r i o r paneling and existing asymmetrical plan and elevations. 

I t i s believed that the house was b u i l t i n 1677 by Samuel P l a t t s , who had purchased the 
land i n 1660. In that year he was taxed as follows: "To Samuel Platts Senior, to his 
house and Gate 2 Freeholds and one to Samuel Platts Junior New House". Framing reveals 
that i t s o r i g i n a l form was a two story, one room deep house. During the f i r s t quarter 
of the eighteenth century a rear lean-to was added. Between 1766 and 1770 the property 
passed to Moses Bradstreet and the house was further enlarged by raising the lean-to 
to create a f u l l 2̂2 story, two room deep structure. Most of the present i n t e r i o r 
f i n i s h also appear to date from t h i s period. Few other alterations have occured to the 
building which has been owned by the Rowley H i s t o r i c a l Society since the 1920's. 

Several occupants of the house achieved m i l i t a r y d i s t i n c t i o n . Abel Platts served as 
an ensign i n the Canada Expedition of 1690. Lieutenant Moses Bradstreet and his son, 
Moses Sr., both served i n the Revolution. Along with i t s outbuidings, the P l a t t s -
Bradstreet House i s an excellent r e f l e c t i o n of early American l i f e . 

The Platts-Bradstreet property also contains an archaeological component which may 
be l i k e l y to y i e l d information important i n the social history of early American l i f e . 
The undisturbed grounds surrounding the 17th century Platts-Bradstreet are thought to 
contain r e l a t i v e l y rare domestic material culture and archaeological features of t h i s 
period meaningful i n an in t e r p r e t a t i o n of New England foodways, land use and social 
status i n early h i s t o r i c times. As w e l l , archaeological remains dating to the 18th 
and 19th centuries are undoubtedly present on the Platts-Bradstreet property and should 
be considered as a pot e n t i a l source of information on domestic history and lifeways i n 
those centuries. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Map of Rowley, 1872. 
Anderson, Philander, Map of Rowley, 1830. 
Dummer, Joseph, N., Land and Houses of Rowley, 1936 (unpublished) 
Jewett, Amos E., Rowley, Massachusetts "Mr Ezechi Rogers Plantation" 1639 
Jewett, Amos E., A New England Shoemaker's Sho ~ 

10. Geographical Data 

-1850. 1946, 

AtoSE NOT VERIFIED 
UIM NUI VLKIHED 9/16 ACRE Acreage of nominated property . 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See corKfi^u^f'toAf ̂ ^eef 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, George Bradstreet, President, 

Rowley H i s t o r i c a l Society 
organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date^ 1980 — 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 6 1 7 - 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town 
B " f i f i n ­ state Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state i ^ state 1 ^ 

national state ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated « 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For HCRS use only 
I f c I hereby certify that this | rty Is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Re|  

Attest: ^ ^ M v ^ V y L - ; 
"ll 

date f/'S^^d 

ion 

G P O 9 38 8 3 5 



BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

PIATTS - BRADSTREET HOUSE 

Main Street 

Platts - Bradstreet House 

Rowley, Massachusetts 

Assessor's Map 

Map # 25 Parcel # 33 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
l l l l l l l m l Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington street 
H I S T O R I C A L 

C O M M I S S I O N 

Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

July 14, 1980 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
Registration Branch 
Heritage, Conservation § Recreation Service 
DOI, W434 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull, 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Montague- Turners Falls Historic District (local) 

Rowley- Platts-Bradstreet House (local) 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkpis 
Evaluation Dri?«<^tor 

riLyyy^ 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE l̂ •̂ERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
T IME O F C A L L 

AM 
PM 

CALL [ T ^ T O ; I I FWOM ( W — J z. ADDRESS (Tel. No. If needed) 

S. S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T NO. , E T C . 

/Ki6)" Li'.ici'Jo^juii 

4. D E T A I L S O F DISCUSSION 

t t / V . / L L I , 

^ l \ i y Ire*, c / 1̂  I. . . 

N A M E o r PERSON P L A C I N 6 / R E C El V INC C A L L T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 

June 1978 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered SEP 2 7 I9S0 

Name Location 

Platts-Bradstreet House Rowley 
Essex County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul Tsongas 
Honorable Nicholas Mavroules 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ilia. Patricia L. Wes-lowski 
Executive director 
Ilassachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/ldg 10/23/80 
For furtJier information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401, 


