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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jonathan Vdde House, | ocated at t heconmer of Bradl ee Road and Brooks Lane near
Medford Square, is a 2i- story ridge roof brick building, constructed c. 1683-1689.
The house has two inside chimeys at both gable ends, and a nodemirregularly shaped
1 story addition on the north gable end. The house rests on a stone foundation and
has a half cellar on the northem side.

The eastem facade, five bays wide andlaid i nFlemsh bond, has|a nol ded brick water table
and three plain brick string courses between the first and second floors. The central
door and the two wi ndows on either side aretopped by brick segmental arches. Al |

the w ndows, including the three added dormers, have plain trim and nodem 6/ 1 gl ass
panes. Both the design of this facade andits Flem sh bond brickwork (therest of

the house i slaid i n conmon bond) suggest that this wall dates froma major renovation

in the first half of the eighteenth century. The resenblance of this facade to the
Secconb House (1756, now denol i shed) which stood nearby i n Medford Square and v;as

phot ographed before its demolition, gives support t othishypothesis.

Al'terations nade t othis facade around 190D include thestairway tothe front "door,

the bracketed hood with triangular pedinent over the doorway, and the three pedimented
dorners now covered i nalumnum imtation clapboarding. Aninscription reading

"1650" over the front door also seens t odate from this renovation.

The western elevation, laid i n coomon bond, has t he sane wi ndow treatments as the
eastem facade and has two string courses between the first and second floors. No
dormers have been added here but t heoriginal central door was | owered and the first
floor windowon the north endwas nade into a door c. 1900 Above t hecentral doorway
are twosmall, bricked i nrectangular openings with segnental -arched tops. The arches
of these openings, their abrupt intrusion into the string course and the brickv/ork
between the two indicate that these openings are not original tothis facade. This

el evation, with its common bond brickwork and wi ndow treat ments resenbl es the Peter
Tufts House (1679, Medford), suggestingthat nany of the elenents of this wall date
fromthe building's earliest period of construction.

The house has a central hall plan, v/iith four roons t oa floor. MNone of the original
interior paneling or hardware remains and the interior was redecoratedi n t he
Col onial Revival style c. 1900

The one story brick ell tothenorth of the house was built betvveen 1930 and 1950.
It rests on a concrete foundation, i slaid i ncoomon bond, and has a flat tar and
gravel roof. The ell extends beyond the east and west vjalls of the nain house and
has a basement |evel garage that i s reached by a graded driveway from Bradl ee Road.
It was originally constructed for medical offices andisstill used for that purpose.
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