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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

% The original portion of the Cooper House is a three-hay, side-hall
house with a south frontase. The house has been completely gtuccoed} and a
bracketed cornice has been added to match that of the rear wing.

The front. or south. facade is marked by a well~detailed portal,
includine dog-eared trim and a paneled casement. The east and west gable
ends receive fenestration at the attic and on the first floor. The reav,
or north, facade is partially obscured by a shed addition and a frame ving
added in the latter half of the nineteenth century. ¥ Tn addition, evidence

remains of a lower wing, flush with the east gable wall.

The two~story rear wing _ contains a kitchen and a vroom
now nsed as a dining room. Above vere seprvante! quarters.

The main bods of the house is disposed into a west hall and two adjoinming,,

rooms. The front, or south, room is the more finely detailed, featuring
crorm monlding and chair railing, and dog-eared trim about the doorway, “
windows , and fireplace breast panel. The rear, or nop?h% room is surrounded
hy a chair rail, ~but the only crovm moulding present is 1oca§ed on the

Fivenlace breast. The hall is illuminated by a rectancular light over the
entry and a west window. The apen stair, located to the northeast. .

commumicates with a similariy disposed second floor, and to the rear wine
through a landine entrv. The stajrwav to the attic 18 enclosed in simple

beaded field paneling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Family lepend states that three Wilds brothers arrived in America from
Wales sometime near the middle of the eighteenth century., One settled in
Virginia, while another settled in Maryland. A third remained in Maryland
for a time, but soon moved to Delaware's Duck Creek Hundred, where he took
un a large tract. The three are supposed to have made a strange agreement.
Tn order to avoid confusion in possible reports of misfortune fraVPlljnv

One became Wild, another, Wyles, and the third, Nathaniel, the patriarch of
the Delaware family, Wilds.

Nathaniel Wildg cleared his land and built a home, possibly the old@r
section of THe present Cooper House. The house's owner dates that section
from 17914 but since Nathaniel died in 1800, it is either an earlier pro-
duct, or a second home that he built in his later vears. Wilds also
erected the first school house in what became Duck Creek's District 9,

a substantial log house which bore his name for vears. Five generations of
his descendants received their education there.

When Nathaniel Wilds died in 1800, he willed to his son, Nathaniel,
"250 acres of the home plantation and all the belonpings thereof."

Nathaniel and his brother John divided their father's personal nroperty.

James D. Wilds was born on the land his grandfather bad taken up,
as his father had been. He bought another farm, however, in 1851, where
he apparently had been living since his marriage in 1830. James cast his
first vote,for John OQuincy Adams, but later became a Democrat.
He served in the Delaware House of Representatives in 1840.

James' son, David S., was the third generation of Wilds to be born on
the farm. At twenty, after a desultory academic career, he became manager
of a part of his Fath@r s farm, and bought a portion of Thp land from his
mother after his father's death 1n 1863. The farm and the house vere cwned
by Dr. W, N. Cooper in ] V!Jvﬁﬁegb se has since borne his name.

bv the slow and unreliable mails, they chose to spell their names dlfferentjdg



Kent County Deed Pook W. wol,

Biogranhical and Genealogical History of the State of Delaware.
Chambersburs, Pa,: J.M, Runk, 1899,

5, p. 321.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG!TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o » " o » » o » » o ’ "
NE o v o . 39 13 41 | 75° 39 50
SE o , " ° , "
SW o ’ L o ’ ”
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One
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NAME AND TITLE:

Mr. Vincent Rogers and Miss Rosemary Trov

ORGANI!ZATION DATE
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 8/1/172

STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records

CITY OR TOWN:

Dover

STATE

CODE

Jauware.

| -REGISTER VERIE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

' evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

(] State [] Local {g]

£

Dr. F. BRerkele¥y Tompkins

National

2.

Name

Title Director. Div. of Historical

and Cultural Affairs

\0-6(-"79.

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Gl S //ﬁ@

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hxs ric Preservation
f
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