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The Governor Samuel H. El rod House was designed in the Colonial Revival style, with 
elements of Queen Anne origin evident especially in the fenestration. The house 
is 2% stories high, and is faced with white clapboard which is in excellent 
condition. The main body of the house, excluding the front porch, measures 37 ft. 
wide by 41 ft. long. The front portico was originally supported by fourteen Ionic 
columns, which were replaced with black wrought iron in the late 1950's. A second 
story porch roof was added at the same time, and it too is supported by black 
wrought iron. Other exterior changes include the removal of a back porch and 
widow's walk, and the addition of an interior enclosed stairway to the second story. 
A two car garage erected in the 1950 's is also on the property.

Three pedimented dormers and two chimneys a r$ found on -the roof. ̂  The southeast 
chimn.ey .serxiices ; fireplaces on the second and first -stories. -Concealed gutters' 1 
have been removed from the roof to '.prevent iice dams. : 0ther exterior features ''are 
applied pilasters and bracketing under the eaves.

The front of the house has four bent glass bay windows (two on each story). Many 
of the house's windows have leaded glass and five side and rear windows contain 
art glass.

Entrance to the front vestibule is gained through a door containing beveled plate 
glass. Two doors each with oval beveled glass lead from the vestibule to the main 
hallway. The vestibule is floored with white ceramic tile. Other interesting 
interior features include hardwood parquet floors, an oval dining room, all wood 
trim 9 and cherrywood paneling.

All the original blueprints showing floorplans and architectural details have 
survived along with photographs picturing the house exterior prior to alteration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1908 Elrod House is of historical importance to South Dakota as the residence of 
Governor Samuel Elrod, an important figure in the early history of the state. Samuel 
Elrod, a native of Indiana; moved ' to Dakota Territory-ih 1882 and settled in the town of 
Clark. There. he set up a law practice in a small shanty he ^uiltnimself.' He bacame involve^ 
in the political processes of the territory, when in 1*883, "he served as a delegate to the 
first Constitutional Convention which initiated organization for statehood 1. 1 From that ' 
time on Elrod was a prominent figure in South Dakota's government, serving as a probate 
judge, states' attorney, and postmaster of Clark. In 1892 he was appointed by President 
Harnson as Indian Disbursing Agent for the Sissetons.

Elrod's career finally led him to the Governor's mansion in 1904, when he was overwhelmingly 
elected as South Dakota's fifth governor. He served in that capacity until 1906. During 
his term he presided as chairman of the first Capitol Commission which planned the 
otate Capitol.

The Elrod House is also significant because the home was designed by * promirieht regidnal 
architect. While serving on the Capitol Commission, Governor Elrod became acquainted
st^L r"!nTi °f, •;•' BS 1111 ?f Bel ? and Detweile r> Minneapolis, Minnesota, who designed the 
btate Capitol. Liking Bell s work, Elrod commissioned him to design his Clark residence 
thus providing Clark and South Dakota with one of the few architect designed homes in the 
state during that period.

r ^presents ̂ thework of a prominent architect and because of the important
role Governor Elrod played in the development of South Dakota during its formative years,
the residence is worthy of recognition. yearb,
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