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The Cathedral of Saint Paul sits upon St. Anthony Hill, overlooking 
the core city of St. Paul, and along with the State Capitol dome lends 
almost a continental character to the city skyline.

The Cathedral of Saint Paul is a monumental stone structure, two 
hundred eight feet high (from grade level to :top of cross) by two 
hundred fourteen feet wide (transcept to transcept) by three hundred 
eight feet long (including the adjoining sacristy), and patterned in 
concept after Saint Peter's in Rome. Started in 1906^f the building was/ 
completed to the extent that regular services could commence in 1915.^ 
It was not considered finished and therefore ready for consecration 
until 1953 when the interior decoration was completed.

ier irThe Cathedral, although Baroque^ in ornamentation., is basically neo 
classical in format, based on a cruciform plan.: The most impressive 
feature of the structure besides its pure mass is the huge, self- 
supportive, ninety-six ̂diameter dome, located at the juncture of the 
nave, tfanscepts, afi^semi-circular sanctuary apse. It provides an 
interior space over a hundred and eighty feet high, compared with a 
height of eighty-six feet at the nave and transcepts. Ambulatories 
are used extensively throughout the plan. One is located at a crescent 
just behind the structural columns of the sanctuary apse, leading in 
turn to the six private chapels apses and the adjoining sacristy beyond. 
Two others flank either side of the nave, leading from the entry to the 
high altar, and are separated from the nave by structural piers. Four 
other chapels apses are located symmetrically throughout the Cathedral; 
one each behind^ the nave i "flanging bell towers and one each just off the 
side transcepts.

;-;. li.-f'.'.-:«.-' ; , ,.;>,:r\V_'3-1" I'.!.!'3f3 ;:..•- Dm U-I'.l A± :>:"3 9 31'ii , O'J£

The interior of the Cathedral is Renaissance in nature, although 
stone carving, painting and other detailing hint at L! Baroque influences. 
Interior facing is American Travertine, quarried within the state. 
Different specie§ of-marble, quarried in Africa and seven Eur%£ean° 
countries, are utilized extensively throughout the interior for 
decorative and accent purposes. Of special note is the use of marble 
at the high altar, where it is utilized in"the decorative" columns 
defining the sanctuary space, the floor surfacing, and most noteworthy, 
the impressive Baroque baldichino surrounding the alfrar/itself. ~Also 
lending distinction to the sanctuary, are the famed seven bronze grilles, 
framed between the supporting columns of the apse. The overall effect 
of the space, including the elaborately gilded hemispherical dome, is 
truly a magnificent scene, especially when viewed during an evening 
service. Marble and metal work is also used extensively in the private 
chapels and also the baptistry, located in the base o£ south bell tower. 
The interior is highlighted by stained glass, liberallyr-distributed 
throughout, especially in the dome and giant rose windows at the ends of 
the transcepts- and navev -Total seating capacity : for ! tne cathedral' 1 is 
between three and four thousand people, depending on the use of 
temporary"seating-facilities^ 1 ' .-^i-r- -~ - - — < -.'- •—
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When Bishop John Ireland envisioned a great new cathedral as the 
mother church for the Catholics of the Upper Midwest, he selected in 
1904 the talents of the architects, Emmanuel Louis Masqueray. Although 
originally projected as;nthe rersmlfcitDf a grand design competition and 
as such immediately enlisted the interests of such notable architects 
as Cass Gilbert of Saint Paul; MacKim, Mead andxWhite of New York; and 
Maginnis and Walsh of Boston, Ireland abandoned the concept of a 
competition when he became familiar with Masqueray and his work as 
chief architect and planner at the St. Louis Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition of 1904.

v/ 
Masqueray was a French—born the Ecole des Beaux Arts-educated

architect who had relocated to New York near the turn of the century 
after being well awarded for his early work in Europe. Ireland on the 
other hand was one of the leading churchman of the Midwest and as 
Archbishop for Minnesota had been instrumental in establishing numerous 
religious colonies populated with European emigrants throughout the 
state. His work in this area is still regarded as being one of the 
major forces in ethnic settlement patterns in the history of the state. 
The.two,men, it.isiwell documented!, spent considerable time and energy 
formulating the plans for the Cathedral and it is to their credit that, 
when., erected, it was recogtiized as one of the* most-magnificent and= . 
monumental religious buildings on the North American continent.

Neither men lived to see the enterprise completed; Masqueray 
dying in 1917 and Ireland in 1918. Although, four subsequent bishops 
inherited the work-of'Ireland until its consecration in 1953, the men 
most held responsible for its successful execution are the .three church 
recfors,serving during this period. The architectural design reverted 
to another Beaux Arts educated architect, Whitney"warren, whose most 
recognized works include Grand Central Station, the Ambassador and the 
Biltmore,Hotels in,New,York,. He soon joined forces with an architectural 
firm that had figured prominentlyyd^n the early discussions regarding 
the design-competition, Maginnis"and Walsh of Boston. It is the 
latter that is most responsible for the design of the sacristy and the 
articulation of-the-interier^ although the sanctuary, and ^specially the 
six-columned Baroque baldichino is uniquely the work of Warren.
Through these men were collected the^ additional talents-of-such- 
national artisans as Leon Hermant Vwew York) who sculpted the tympanum 
on the front fascade and most of the ceiling figures, Albert
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"The Cathedral of St. Paul" A descriptive guide, pub. by the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis, 1956, pp. 1-7. 

"Religious Architecture" Western Architect, October. 1908 T p. 44.
"The Cathedral of St. Paul" Minnesota History . Franklin T. Ferguson, 

Winter 1964, pp. 153-62.
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7. Description

The exterior of the Cathedral is faced with ashlar coursed, light 
grey granite, the same material utilized for the masonry and stone super 
structure and locally quarried at St. Cloud, Minnesota. Ornamentation, 
which is basically Baroque in its detailing, is retrained except where 
appropriately placed such as at the cornice line of the Ldome, the bell 
tower caps atop the flanking spires, and about the liberally appointed 
front fascade. The latter is especially decorated with the deep relief 
stone carving beneath the cornice line and a beautifully sculptured, 

» colonaded entry below a massive barrel vaulted arch. The only color 
lent to the exterior is from the oxidized copper sheathing, puntuating 
from the building mass, atop the dome and numerous chapel apses.

8. Significance

(Boston) who designed the sanctuary grilles and numerous statues throughout
the interior, and Ch@?Les Connick (Boston) who designed much of the stain
glass including the three rose windows.

But The Cathedral of Saint Paul still belongs to the two men, Ireland 
and Masqueray^ who had the vision to create it and the energy to see it 
realized. It is an appropriate memorial to their work, and remains 
today one of Minnesota's greatest examples of monumental architecture and 
one of the nation's grandest religious edifices.
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