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Town Worces t e r 

Address 43 S u f f o l k S t r e e t 

Historic Kane R i c h a r d O ' B r i e n 

Three -Decke r 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

res i d e n t i a l 

res i d e n t i a l 

Date c a . 1890 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard with . 

Outbuildings none 
c u t s h i n g l e pane ls 

Major Alterations (with dates) porch 

b l u s t r a d e r e p l a c e d { i n i d - 2 0 t h c e n t u r y ; 

Condition f a i r 

UTM REFERENCE 19 /270070 /4 682010 

US65 QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1 : 25 ,000 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1/4 acre 

Set t ing mixed u r b a n , 19 th c e n t u r y , 

m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l and 

i n d u s t r i a l n e i g h b o r h o o d , f a c i n g 

a l a r g e f a c t o r y complex . 

Recorded by Mona Dcmosh. 

Organization c lark un ivers i ty 

Date Feb rua ry 19 81 

Revised f o r MHC by M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / ! 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Richard 0'2rien Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as an example of ethnic immigrant, m u l t i - f a m i l y , working-class housing 
that developed i n the l a t e 19th century near the c i t y ' s main r a i l y a r d d i s t r i c t , 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h I r i s h and I t a l i a n leatherworkers of 
the Graton and Knight Company. I t i s also an unusually well-preserved and 
w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of the e a r l i e s t phase of Queen Anne Styl e three-decker 
design i n the c i t y . The O'Brien Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 43 S u f f o l k Street i s a remarkably well-preserved and w e l l -
d e t a i l e d example of the e a r l i e s t forms of modest l o c a l Queen Anne s t y l e 
three-decker design. The house i s clad i n wood clapboard, has a hip r o o f , 
and has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l plan. The asymmetrical main facade 
contains an e n t r y bay w i t h double-leaf, panelled doors. The entry i s sheltered 
by a s i n g l e - s t o r y , p r o j e c t i n g p o r t i c o supported by l a t h e - t u r n e d posts w i t h 
decorative brackets. The treatment of the t h r e e - s t o r y bay window t h a t flanks 
the e n try i s p a r t i c u l a r l y notable. The bay window i s unusually narrow, and 
contains cut shingle panels under the second and t h i r d s t o r y l i g h t s , a 
decorative f e a t u r e that survives on no other l o c a l three-decker. Regularly :: 
spaced brackets decorated the roof cornice overhang, and the l a r g e r ornate 
brackets t h a t mark the corners are also an unusual f e a t u r e . Windows r e t a i n 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l 2/2 sash, w i t h simple bracketed caps. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

The O'Brien Three-Decker was b u i l t ca. 1890 i n the immigrant, working-class 
r e s i d e n t i a l area that developed south and east of the F r a n k l i n Street 
i n d u s t r i a l c o r r i d o r , where many residents found work i n the r a i l r o a d yards, 
warehouses and f a c t o r i e s . The Graton and Knighr. Leather Belt Manufacturing 
Company employed many S u f f o l k Street residents as l e a t h e r workers. S u f f o l k 
Street was o r i g i n a l l y dominated by f a m i l i e s of I r i s h e x t r a c t i o n , but by the 
second decade of the 20th century many I t a l i a n f a m i l i e s had r e l o c a t e d here 
from the area along Shrewsbury S t r e e t . The f i r s t known owner of 43 S u f f o l k 
was Richard O'Brien, a p a i n t e r . Other residents i n 1890 included R.E 
O'Brien, a wiredrawer, Charles Padula, a t a i l o r ; and Christoph Ash, a 
p a i n t e r . The O'Brien f a m i l y owned the house through 1910. I n that year, 
9ccupants included Jeremiah Shea, John Mahan, and John J.Mahan, a l l labo r e r s ; 
and Thomas Mahan, a s k i v e r ( l e a t h e r w o r k e r ) . Two years l a t e r tenants included 
Gerldo and Frank Spadola, l a b o r e r s . By 1^20, tho house was owned by Mario 
Molinaro, a l a b o r e r ; tenants included L u i g i DelGreco, a molder; Rose DelGreco, 
a leatherworker; Frank Spadula, now a foreman; and Angelo Spadula, a 
beltmaker. In 1930, the house was owned and occupied by Mario B i l l i e , who 
together w i t h three other f a m i l y members, worked at Graton and Knight. 
The DelGreco f a m i l y also continued to l i v e here i n 1930, as d i d Rockwood 
Damiano, a r a i l r o a d foreman. 
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