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property photo. : :
Staple to left sde of for*. Original residential
DESCRIPTION

Dae 2 1890
SouroeWorcester House Directory
Style Queen Anne

i . Architect unknown

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wal Fabric wood clapboard with
geographical features. Indicate all buildings cut shingle panels
betwem inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings none

inter section(s).

Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) porch

blustrade replaced {inid-20th century;

See attached map,

Condition fair

Mo Dae

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting mixed urban, 19th century,
multi-family residential and
industrial neighborhood, facing

a large factory complex.

UM REFERENCE 19/270070/4 682010 Recorded by Mona Dcmosh.
U5 QUADRANGLE Worcester North Organization clark university
SCALE 1: 25,000 Date February 1981

Revised for MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/!



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Richard 0'2rien Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t is significant
as an exanple of ethnic immgrant, multi-family, working-class housing

that developed in the late 19th century near the city's main railyard district,
and particularly for itsassociationwith Irish and Italian |eatherworkers of
the Graton and Knight Conmpany. |t is also an unusually well-preserved and

wel | -detailed exanmple of the earliest phase of Queen Anne Style three-decker
design in the city. The O Brien Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and C

of the National Register of Historic Places on the local Ilevel.

ARH TECTURN. S GNH CANCE  Descri be i nport ant archltectural features ad evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the community.

Architecturally, 43 Suffolk Street is a remarkably well-preserved and well -
detailed exanple of the earliest forms of nmodest |ocal Queen Anne style
three-decker design. The house is clad in wood clapboard, has a hip roof,
and has the characteristic side-hall plan. The asymmetrical main facade
contains an entry bay with double-leaf, panelled doors. The entry is sheltered
by a single-story, projecting portico supported by lathe-turnedposts with
decorative brackets. The treatment of the three-story bay w ndow that flanks
the entry is particularly notable. The bay w ndow i s unusually narrow, and
contains cut shingle panels under the second and third story Ilights, a
decorative feature that survives on no other local three-decker. Regularly :
spaced brackets decorated the roof cornice overhang, and the larger ornate
brackets that mark the corners are also an unusual feature. Wndows retain
their original 2/2 sash, with simple bracketed caps.

HSTARCL SAGNHCANE Explain the role owers played in local or state history axd howv the
building relatesto the devel opnent of the conaunity.

The O Brien Three-Decker was built ca. 1890 in the immi grant, working-class
residential area that developed south and east of the Franklin Street
industrial corridor, where nmany residents found work in the railroad yards,
war ehouses and factories. The Graton and Knighr. Leather Belt Manufacturing
Conmpany enpl oyed many Suffolk Street residents as |eather workers. Suffolk
Street was originally domnated by families of Irish extraction, but by the
second decade of the 20th century many Italian families had relocated here
from the area along Shrewsbury Street. The first known owner of 43 Suffolk
was Richard O Brien, a painter. Other residents in 1890 included RE

O Brien, a wiredrawer, Charles Padula, a tailor; and Christoph Ash, a
painter. The O Brien family owned the house through 1910. In that year,
9ccupants included Jerem ah Shea, John Mahan, and John J.Mahan, al | |aborers;
and Thonmas Mahan, a skiver (leatherworker). Two years later tenants included
Gerldo and Frank Spadola, |aborers. By 1"20, tho house was owned by Mario
Mol inaro, a |aborer; tenants included Luigi Del Greco, a molder; Rose Del Greco,
a |leatherworker; Frank Spadula, now a foreman; and Angel o Spadula, a

bel t maker. In 1930, the house was owned and occupied by Mario Billie, who
together with three other famly menbers, worked at Graton and Knight.

The Del Greco family also continued to live here in 1930, as did Rockwood

Dam ano, a railroad foreman.
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