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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This Federal style brick townhouse is one of the last residential strongholds
in a rapidly developing commercial area in Northwest Washington near both the
White House and George Washington University. The house, which occupies the
southeast corner of F and 18th Streets, N.W,, reflects several periods of
remodeling, but retains much of its original scale and dignity., It was built
around 1824~5 by Tench Ringgold.

As 1s evident from an examination of the brickwork on the house, the struc-
ture was originally a gable roofed, two and a half story structure (with
raised basement), A front portico including a door ahd balustrade which
reputedly belong to the house are in storage at the National Trust property
Oatlands, in Loudoun County, Virginia., The pieces consist of carved columns,
baluster turnings, dentil mouldings, rope carvings, etc. The porch is in
semicircular and block form; the style of the carving is 18th century and
parts of the carvings and turnings are of the 18th century. The Trust ac-
quired the above pieces when the late Mrs., Louise Crowninshield's house in
Marblehead, Massachusetts, was demolished, The pieces are alleged to have
originally belonged to the Ringgold house and were at some unknown date
acquired for the house in Marblehead., The Trust acquired them in 1964 at a
time when it was thought that Mrs. Robert Lowe Bacon (present owner) would
bequeath the house to the Trust., There is at present no known documentation
to prove that these pieces actually did belong to the house, but there is the
possibility that they were placed where the bay (which is obviously a later
addition) is now located. It can also be postulated that the house was ori-
ginally entered on the second floor since the main living areas are located
on that floor, The other exterior additions on the main (F Street) facade
include the above mentioned bay which was not only added later, but which
went through a series of remodeling efforts. The cornice is also a later
addition.

The house as it stands today is almost square (approximately 60 feet x 60
feet, including additions) in shape, three stories plus ground floor, with
Flemish bond brick and graduated fenestration., The windows are 2/2-light
double-hung with bull's eye lintels and louvered shutters., The F Street fa-
cade is three bays wide, and the 18th Street side is four bays wide with a
one bay addition to the north. The windows on either side of the second
floor bay have decorative iron-work balconies,

The house is entered on the ground floor of the F Street facade through a
semicircular vestibule with brick piers., This vestibule supports the pro-
jecting brick semicircular bay which is terminated by a bracketed cornice
and denticulated frieze, This same motif is found in the frieze and cornice
on the roof, The mono-pitch roof contains three chimneys. In the twentieth
century, decorative iron-work galleries and a staircase which leads to the
walled garden to the west of the house were installed.

Although no original floor plans have been found, it is apparent that the
interior of the house has been altered throughout its history. The present
entrance is on the ground floor of the F Street facade with.stairs ascending
to the second or main floor. The position of the staircase indicates that it
(Continue on Form 10-300a)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . .
The Joint Committee on Landmarks has designated the Ringgold-Carroll House

a Category II Landmark of importance which contributes significantly to the
cultural heritage and visual beauty of the District of Columbia. This
Federal townhouse has been enlarged and changed through the years, but it
still retains much of its original charm and character. The house was
built circa 1824-1825 by Tench Ringgold, a Marshall of the District of
Columbia. Throughout its history, the house has served as residence for
and host to many men important in the political history of the United
States. Chief Justice John Marshall and six other members of the Supreme
Court boarded with Ringgold. The house was, in addition, owned by Governor
Samuel Sprigg of Maryland, Chief Justice Melville Fuller, Alice Copely Thaw,
and at present by Mrs, Robert Lowe Bacon, widow of the former representativd
from New York State.

The house at 1801 G Street, N.W, was built upon three lots which originally
belonged to Tobias Lear, George Washington's private secretary. Lear
bought the lots in 1815, probably for speculation, since he owned a house
one block away on G Street., Lear committed suicide in 1816, and his widow
and son sold the property to Tench Ringgold in 1825.

An agreement on file at the Recorder of Deeds indicatesthat Ringgold built
the house around 1825, The agreement states that Ringgold borrowed $6,000
from his daughter Sarah "to be applied to the building of the brick house
and other buildings'" on lots 1, 2, 15 in Square No, 142, (Liber 15, folio
153). Furthermore, assessment records indicate an improvement on the lot,
for the first time, in 1825,

Ringgold was for many years a Marshall of the District of Columbia., Real
estate records show that he had extensive dealings in land during the es-
tablishment of the Federal City. At one time he operated a rope factory as
well as a sugar refinery in the District., Mrs. Thorton's Diary mentions
Ringgold several times in reference to horse trading.

During his term as District Marshall, Ringgold served as part of a three-
man committee to oversee restoration of public buildings after the British
sacked Washington in 1814.

A search through Congressional Directories reveals that Chief Justice John

|Marshall and several other members of the Supreme Court boarded with Tench

ﬂRlnggold at 1801 F Street during the years 1832-33, A plaque on the house

(Continued on Form 10-300a)
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7. Description - Ringgold~Carroll House

has been altered, It is possible that the main entrance was at one time on
the second floor, with exterior stairs leading to it., During the occupancy
of Mrs, Thaw (Countess of Yarmouth, later Mrs,., Geoffrey Whitney) the house was
remodeled under the direction of J.,H. deSibour. This remodeling included
replastering and the installation of black marble mantles. The simplicity

of the house, however, is unimpaired,

Mrs, Robert Lowe Bacon is at present seeking a use whereby the house will be
retained for the future and used in a manner which will insure its residential
quality.

8. Significance

commemorates Justice Marshall's residence there. The other members included
William Johnson, Gabriel Duvall, Joseph Story, Smith Thompson, John McLean,
and Henry Baldwin, Marshall was advised by Ringgold in 1833 that he could no
longer accommodate him, and thus Marshall moved to the "Hill," 1In the same
year, Ringgold defaulted on payment of the loan from his daughter, Mrs. John
Thomas, The Thomases bought the house at auction, and sold it to Governor
Samuel Sprigg of Maryland.

From 1835 to 1879 the house belonged to Mr. and Mrs, William Thomas Carroll;
Mrs, Carroll was the former Sally Sprigg, daughter of Governor Sprigg. William
Thomas Carroll, grandson of Charles Carroll of Duddington, served for many
years (1827-1855) as Clerk of the Supreme Court. He was one of the founders

of the Law Department at George Washington University.

After Mrs, Carroll's death in 1897, the house was purchased by Chief Justice
Melville Fuller and his wife, Fuller was one of the founders of the Columbia
Historical Society and a founder of the Free Library of the District of
Columbia,

Following litigation by the heirs of Mrs, Fuller, the house was purchased by
Alice Copely Thaw (the former Countess of Yarmouth and later, Mrs. Geoffrey
Whitney). Shortly after acquiring the house in 1911, Alice Thaw consolidated
lots 1, 2, 15 into lot 24 (Liber 44, Folio 186).

Mr. and Mrs, Robert Lowe Bacon purchased the house in 1925, Bacon was a
representative from New York State and one of the founders of the National
Academy of Art, Mrs., Bacon resides in the house at present and hopes that an
adaptive use can be found which will preserve the residential aspect of the
house,

GPO 921-724



»

Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |cOuNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
) FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY NUMBER DATf

(Number all entrles)
9. Bibliography

Congressional Directories,

National Archives Assessment Records.
Washingtoniana Collection, D.,C. Public Library.

Columbia Historical Society Records.

GPO 921.724



Burwwdibl o Sut

ERELIE PR |

~ 009

Y
IV FU T L0 S I

Sl
NEIr

1334 6 MVAE3ILNI HNOLNOD

$£Cu.d

536 iy wdnL

bCicedoa.ag Loz -
$123.BL3 TN 33V ICSST 6 ¥3.S5TY

L taIiBIleg G

7 wGibu asow

‘g

2910001

— o

16 gay

38°53455" N, JAT.

E ::s]ooo
H

770102 '32" W, 1ONG,

GENERAL

HALL

CONSTITUTION

il

O
D”

0
:::I%Ji;:
A

EZJDH

N
51|D|_w_l|_ D C
ity | puia
AEE
- 12
o e bl

T T PARKING ¢

PARKING

=~

-
e .

— T A5 ——
Ly T

B {/ }‘l((

I

., |

o g m—

bR
| |
\ \i
L™

AVE

k&*l

g T

—— — e ——————

\

rr—

= gL

8

[:]

I

Py p———

DEPARTMENT

s

:

bR T A

e

Az

TR

X A

@ |

= W

M 00t 00z o 002 DI44VHL ONVY SAYMHOIH 40 IN3W1YV430 N
= ,00%:, 1 37v0s VIBWN 1605 40 1375153 _n

- - - V A
...m., g 8 p.
m \M 2089 Zuxm_ Ci Hlivw w ~
o3 TS TN .
._Hm.. - - o~ // | “ 'z

" N ”

o
#,,
|
I
[
J,,

3

s | ¢

o
-
L
[
[
P
-
P
M,ﬂ
-
b
[
R ¢
[
L
!
L
|
i
|
i
|

Q

2

-

o

W

)

'S

w

[ 4

PP
A
ATCH TC SHEET £769



