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Point Wilson Light, near Port Townsend, is little changed
since first in service, Several years ago, the old Qil
at Point Wilson Light gave way to electricity. A modern fog
signal house was also constructed to héndle the larger machinery
formerly housed inside the lighthouse structure., The present
fog signal is a chime
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While leaving his ships in Discovery Bay ;f‘:, @& Capt.
Vancouver extended his explorations in,the cutter Pinnacs,
skirting the shoreline to the eastward. After pushing on about
eight miles, he rounded the tip of a sandy promontory, to which
he gave the namevof Point Wilson.,

Every mariner entering or lggving Puget Sound has to take
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is an easy matter to give it a wide berth, but in a dense fog--
that is another matter,

Seafaring men had been navigating thelr vessels past this
obstacle without a lighthouse or a fog signal to aid them. As
a result of continued pressure, the light-house department
erected a beacon at the tip of Point Wilsonkin 1872, with a
deep-toned whistle to assist in keeping vessels at a safe
distance. The first keeper at the Light station was David I,
Littlefield, a Civil War veteran,
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of the sinking of the palatial coastwise liner"Governor", on

April 1, 192%, after colliding with the freighter"West Hartlandl
Fight lives were lost, and the entire Puget Sound area was

shocked over the sinking of one of the finest liners on the

coastal run, just off Point Wilson Light.,.



James G, McCurdy's "By Juan De Fuca's Strait"
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